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Non-Technical Summary

Eachtra Archaeological Projects were engaged to monitor works within previously untested or unresolved locations along the route of the new N8 Rathcormac/Fermoy bypass, between June 2004 and
March 2005. These works occurred both within and outside the extents of the Compulsory Purchase
Order (CPO). External works were monitored under State Licence 04E0948, while internal works
were appointed individual works numbers by the Project Archaeologist of the Cork National Road
Design Office.
External works included the construction of haul roads, temporary diversion roads and the preparation
of topsoil tip sites. These works were monitored by Eachtra on behalf of Roadbridge Ltd. in the townlands of Maulane East, Kilbrien, Curraghprevin, Fermoy, Mondaniel and Ballybrowney, between June
and December 2004. Tip sites, within which no groundworks took place, were also archaeologically
assessed in the months of June and July 2004. Between January and March of 2005, further external
works were supervised in the townlands of Rath-Healy and Fermoy. Archaeological sites were subsequently excavated in the townlands of Ballybrowney Lower, Fermoy, Scartbarry and Gortore.
This report details the excavation of Neolithic pits and a Bronze Age fulacht fiadh at Fermoy under
licence 05E0078.
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Introduction

Eachtra Archaeological Projects were engaged to monitor works within previously untested or unresolved locations along the route of the new N8 Rathcormac/Fermoy bypass, between June 2004 and
March 2005. These works occurred both within and outside the extents of the Compulsory Purchase
Order (CPO). External works were monitored under State Licence 04E0948, while internal works
were appointed individual works numbers by the Project Archaeologist of the Cork National Road
Design Office.
External works included the construction of haul roads, temporary diversion roads and the preparation
of topsoil tip sites. These works were monitored by Eachtra on behalf of Roadbridge Ltd. in the townlands of Maulane East, Kilbrien, Curraghprevin, Fermoy, Mondaniel and Ballybrowney, between June
and December 2004. Tip sites, within which no groundworks took place, were also archaeologically
assessed in the months of June and July 2004. Between January and March of 2005, further external
works were supervised in the townlands of Rath-Healy and Fermoy. Archaeological sites were subsequently excavated in the townlands of Ballybrowney Lower, Fermoy, Scartbarry and Gortore.
This report details the results of the excavation of a Neolithic pit and Bronze Age fulacht fiadh at Fermoy under State licence 05E0078.

1.1

Scope of the Fermoy/Rathcormac bypass project

The N8 Rathcormac/Fermoy Bypass is approximately 17.5 km in length. It will extend from the northern end of the new N8 Glanmire–Watergrasshill road, in the townland of Meenane, passing west of
Rathcormac and east of Fermoy, towards its convergence with the existing N8 Cork-Dublin Road at
Moorepark West to the north (Figure 1).
The results of archaeological research conducted to date, as part of the N8 Rathcormac/ Fermoy Bypass Project, are documented in the following reports:
• An Archaeological Assessment of N8 South Watergrasshill – Fermoy, by Sheila Lane & Associates,
March 2001
• N8 Watergrasshill – Fermoy Bypass, Archaeological Assessment: Fieldwalking, by Sheila Lane &
Associates, June 2001
• Built Heritage, Chapter 10, N8 Rathcormac/Fermoy Bypass, Environmental Impact Statement by
Sheila Lane & Associates
These reports identified fourteen areas of archaeological potential which required investigation/resolution.
A centreline archaeological testing strategy uncovered a further 47 potential archaeological sites, detailed in the following reports:
• Archaeological Testing Report, Final Report Vol. 1 & 2, N8 Rathcormac to Fermoy Bypass, by
Archaeological Consultancy Services Ltd. May – July 2002
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•

Additional Archaeological Testing N8 Rathcormac to Fermoy Bypass Scheme by Donald Murphy,
Archaeological Consultancy Services Ltd.
Archaeological test excavations were undertaken on all but 1.1 km of the 17.5 km route in response to
the initial survey results. Forty-two sites of archaeological potential were identified and subsequently
resolved. These sites comprised enclosure sites, early medieval ringforts, prehistoric fulachta fiadh,
hearths, a cremation pit, prehistoric settlements, medieval settlement, a demesne wall and a lime
kiln.

1.2

Circumstances of discovery

Eachtra Archaeological Projects were appointed by the PPP Company, Direct Route (Fermoy) Construction Ltd., to monitor internal works within the remaining 1.1 km of untested road take and to
monitor external works associated with road construction. In the course of these works, three fulachta
fiadh were discovered and excavated in the townlands of Fermoy (NGC 181441 096233), Fermoy
Wood (NGC 181441 096233) and Scartbarry (NGC 178310 087370) respectively (Figure 2). The
remains of a brushwood platform or possible trackway were excavated in Ballyoran bog (NGC 181405
095852). The skeletal remains of at least six Giant Irish Deer were also retrieved from unspecified
locations within Ballyoran bog. A ringditch (NGC 179129 090559) was discovered and excavated in
the townland of Ballybrowney and a prehistoric house site was excavated at Gortore (NGC 181815
101661).

1.3

Date and duration of excavation works

The excavation of the burnt mound at Fermoy commenced on 26/01/2005 under licence 05E0078 and
was completed on the 25/02/2005.

1.4

Size and composition of the excavation team

The archaeological excavation team consisted of the licence holder, one supervisor and three site assistants.

Permalink: http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e0078-fermoy-co-cork/

2

05E0078

Fermoy, Co. Cork

2

Receiving Environment

2.1

The Natural Landscape

ISSUE 6: Eachtra Journal - ISSN 2009-2237

The landscape between Watergrasshill and Moorepark, through which the new M8 will navigate,
generally comprises gently rolling, open farmland, combined with wooded river valleys and Old Red
Sandstone ridges. The new route will traverse a total of seven watercourses, the principal of which
are the Rivers Bride and Blackwater. Brown podzolics, which are particularly suited to pasture and
constitute the predominant soil type within Cork County, dominate the region concerned. The geology of the route broadly consists of glacial deposits with some alluvial sediments in the river valleys.
Low-lying areas are occasionally peaty. The road scheme commences on the northern edge of the
Watergrasshill Anticline, which comprises purple mudstone and some sandstone of the Ballytrasna
Formation (a sub-type of Devonian Old Red Sandstone) (Sleeman and McConnell 1995). From there
it continues across the Bride River valley which is founded on Waulsortian limestone (GSI Sheet 22,
Bedrock Geology 1:100,000 map). To the west of Rathcormac village, where the mainline traverses
the higher ground of the Bride valley, the Waulsortian limestone is supplanted by the red and purple
mudstones and pale red sandstones of the Ballytrasna Formation (ibid.). To the north, the Bride valley
is flanked by an extension of the Nagles Mountains comprising a sandstone ridge. Having traversed
this ridge, the mainline then descends into the limestone region of the Blackwater River valley before
concluding its course in the Knockmealdown Sandstone formation of the Kilworth Mountains (ibid.).
Predominantly sandstone-based Quaternary sediments, ‘deposited from glacier ice or glacial meltwater
flowing from the ice’ (Sleeman and McConnell 1995, 1) overlie the bedrock geology of the motorway
route.
The northern extents of the new road scheme traverse the eastern side of the North Cork area, while
the bulk of the route lies within East Cork. Volume 2 of the Archaeological Inventory of County Cork
pertains to the East and South Cork regions (Power et al. 1994). This volume records a total of 2717
archaeological monuments within these divisions of the county. Over a quarter of the sites recorded
in this volume date to the prehistoric period and the majority of these prehistoric sites constitute
fulachta fiadh. Approximately 45% of the monuments recorded in Volume 2 comprise Early Medieval
sites, with ringforts constituting the most common site type of this period. Only 14% of the recorded
monuments date to the medieval period. Volume 4 of the archaeological inventory series encompasses
the North Cork region and records a total of 5496 monuments within the area (Power et al. 2000).
Over 40% of the monuments recorded in this volume constitute prehistoric sites, of which 1626 comprise fulachta fiadh. A further 40% of the monuments in this area constitute Early Medieval sites such
as ringforts, enclosures, souterrains and ecclesiastical centres. The Medieval period is represented by a
mere 8.5% of the monuments recorded.

2.2

The Human Landscape

The earliest known human occupation of Ireland dates to the Mesolithic period (c. 7000-4000 BC).
There is no known evidence for Mesolithic activity within the area affected by the road take. However,
the Blackwater Valley has yielded some confirmation of Mesolithic activity along its banks, in the form
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of flint scatters at Castleblagh and Kilcummer Lower (Power et al. 2000, 2). These sites are located
between 10 km and 12 km from the new motorway mainline.
The Neolithic Period is characterised by the introduction of agriculture and the beginnings of the clearance of the woodlands. There is a paucity of evidence for Neolithic settlement sites in the south-west
of Ireland. Recent infrastructural development has increased the amount of Neolithic sites in County
Cork. A Neolithic house was excavated on the route of the N8 Rathcormac Fermoy at Gortore and on
the route of the Ballincollig Bypass at Barnagore. Both of these Cork examples produced essentially
the same radiocarbon results (cal BC 3940-3620 at Barnagore and cal BC 3928-3655 from Gortore)
and they represent the oldest known houses in the county. There is other evidence for Neolithic activity
on the route of the N8 Rathcormac Fermoy bypass; a single pit at Fermoy (05E0078), located c. 3km
to the south of Gortore along the route of the main road, produced twelve sherds of a Middle Neolithic
Globular bowl, and another site at Curraghprevin (c.12 km south of Gortore) produced Western Neolithic (Early Neolithic) pottery and a radiocarbon date of 3090-2580 BC (Late Neolithic).
There is greater evidence for later prehistoric activity within the environs of the road take however.
A number of fulachta fiadh, which have been listed in the Record of Monuments and Places, occur
within close proximity of the bypass. Fulachta fiadh are usually interpreted as ancient cooking places
but are likely to have had a variety of functions. They usually surviving as ‘small horseshoe-shaped
mounds of charcoal-enriched soil packed with fragments of heat-shattered stones’ (Power et al. 1994,
24). Where these features have been truncated through ploughing, they appear as black spreads. They
are generally situated close to a water source (ibid.) such as streams or marshy terrain. They comprise
a water-filled trough or rectangular pit, lined with either timber planks or stone (ibid.). Water in the
trough was heated by ‘rolling hot stones into it from a fire close by’ (ibid.). Once immersed in boiling
water, experiments have shown that meat wrapped in straw ‘cooked at a rate of twenty minutes per
pound weight’ (ibid.). The heat-shattered stones were removed from the trough after cooking and deposited to the side. After many heating episodes, these stones formed a mound surrounding three sides
of the trough. There are over 300 of these monuments in the east and south Cork region, recorded in
the Archaeological Inventory of County Cork Vol II (Power et al. 1994). Three of these monuments occur
within the townland of Skahanagh North (CO053-091). Further clusters of these monuments occur
in Ballinaltig (CO053-067, 068), Coolcarron (CO035-075, 077), and to the southeast of Corrin Hill
(CO035-050, 058, 068, 070). Another example of has been recorded at Ballynoe (CO035-081). In
Ballyoran, a fulacht fiadh listed as CO035-057, occurs approximately 60 m from the centreline of the
route. It is described in the Archaeological Inventory of County Cork (Volume 2) as being a truncated
mound of burnt material measuring 20 m x 16 m x 0.3 m deep (Power et al. 1994, 28). During the centreline test excavations of the road corridor, further fulachta fiadh were encountered and subsequently
resolved by ACS Ltd. These included ‘Corrin 4’, excavated under licence 03E1463, and two burnt
mounds at ‘Corrin 6’, excavated under licence number 03E1636 (NRA Archaeological Discoveries).
A further two fulachta fiadh were excavated by Eachtra Archaeological Projects at Scartbarry under
Ministerial Order A014/006 and at Fermoy Wood under licence 04E1014.
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The remains of a ring-barrow were also discovered during the advanced archaeological testing of the
route corridor at Skahanagh North, to the northeast of Watergrasshill (NRA Archaeological Discoveries). These prehistoric monuments comprise a low, ‘usually circular mound or level area, enclosed by a
fosse and external bank’ (Power et al. 1994, 55). Burial deposits, often in the form of a cremation and
‘sometimes enclosed in a stone box or cist’ have been uncovered within these features during excavation (ibid.). These burial forms have been assigned to the Neolithic, Bronze and Iron Ages (ibid.).
Corrin Hill is a prominent vista within the landscape surrounding the road take. The summit of the
hill is dominated by a Bronze-Age burial cairn, which when investigated in the 1830s, was found to
contain two burials (Doody 1999, 103). A further addition to the apex of this hill is a hillfort known
as ‘Carn Tigherna’ or ‘Carntierna’. Hillforts date from the Late Bronze Age into the Iron Age (500
BC – 500 AD). The monument concerned is one of just three sites in North Cork which conforms
to Raftery’s definition of a ‘hillfort’ (Power et al. 2000, 205). The fort has been disturbed on its eastern side, but formerly stood to a height of 19 feet in 1886 (Power quoting Ó Murchú, ibid., 178). A
Discovery Programme survey carried out in 1995, revealed additional features such as complex external earthworks and entrances which were previously unrecorded (www.discoveryprogramme.ie). The
Claidh Dubh, a linear earthwork measuring 22.5 km in length (Power et al. 2000, 203), occurs to the
west of the fort, stretching from the Nagles Mountains to the Ballyhoura Hills, crossing the Blackwater approximately 11 km to the west of Fermoy. Such earthworks are believed to have defended tribal
boundaries (ibid.). Doody’s investigations of the Claidh Dubh have shown that it dates prior to 100
AD (www.excavations.ie). The contemporaneity and proximity of the hillfort at Corrin to the Claidh
Dubh could suggest that this area was a centre of regional or provincial power in the Iron Age. During
centreline test excavations carried out by ACS Ltd., a probable Bronze Age settlement complex was
discovered and subsequently excavated by Eamonn Cotter under licence 03E1058. This site, located
in the townland of Ballybrowney Lower, predominantly comprised four enclosures and four houses
(NRA Archaeological Discoveries). Centreline testing also revealed the remains of a possible Iron
Age enclosure between Chainages 11180-11130 of the road take. This was later excavated by Aidan
O’Connell under licence 04E0912.
Prior to the Anglo-Norman invasion of the region, East Cork was dominated by the Uí Líatháin tribe.
The Uí Líatháin territory spanned an area extending south from the Corrin and Castlelyons region
towards Cork Harbour and east towards Lismore and Youghal. The main focus of settlement in this
period was the ringfort, described as a ‘circular or roughly circular area’, spanning 25-50 m in diameter
and ‘enclosed by an earthen bank’ (Power et al. 1994, 77). The archaeological excavation of these sites
has indicated that they served as defended farmsteads in the Early Medieval period (ibid.). Their earthworks protected against ‘natural predators like wolves as well as the local warfare and cattle raiding
common at the time’ (ibid.). They are generally located on gentle hillslopes with commanding views
of the surrounding landscape. Few of these monuments are apparent towards the northern end of the
road scheme, however, concentrations of these structures occur on higher ground, for example, within
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the Bride Valley. Recorded sites occur at Skahanagh North, Skahanagh South and at Scartbarry, as
well as at Mondaniel and Corrin. Some of these sites have been levelled and are only apparent through
cartographic analysis or in aerial photographs.

3

Original Research Framework

The following issues will be addressed in this excavation report.
• The construction date or date of initial site activity and the date of abandonment.
• The absolute / relative chronology of site use in terms of phases and events.
• The location of known contemporaneous and comparable sites.
• The extent of the viable economic catchment area in terms of sources of water, food, raw materials, transportation routes etc

4

Excavation Results

4.1 Excavation Methodology
The area of the excavation measured 40m (N-S) by 20m (E-W). A grid was established in the area
of excavation and the ground within it was cleaned by hand to locate and identify all archaeological
features. Each identified feature was excavated, planned, photographed and recorded, with every fill
and cut being assigned a context number. Charcoal and soil samples were taken from appropriate fills
where necessary. All artefacts were retrieved, registered, bagged and labelled.
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Full Stratigraphic Report

See Appendix 1 for the full stratigraphic matrix and Appendix 2 for the context register.

5.1

Stratigraphic Sequencing

The archaeological site resolved in Fermoy townland comprised a burnt stone mound centred on National Grid Co-ordinates (NGC) 182116 098274 to the west of Chainages 14400-14450 of the mainline (Figure 4). The site was located east of Fermoy town within the eastern perimeter of Fermoy
townland and in the Barony of Condons and Clangibbon. The site occurred between the 50m OD and
60m OD contour lines on a north-facing ridge above the low-lying valley of the River Blackwater. The
site was excavated under State licence 05E0078. A further phase of topsoil stripping occurred within
the western extents of the borrow pit in early March 2005. In the course of monitoring these works,
two pits were encountered and excavated under the aforementioned licence number.
An area 38m (N-S) by 15m (E-W) was originally identified as an area of archaeological potential during monitoring of topsoil stripping for a borrow pit on the western side of the new N8. This area was
extended on the northwestern side by approximately 10m (N-S) by 15m (E-W) when it was found
that burnt mound material continued into this area. The features excavated have been grouped into 5
groups according to their location on site:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Two Neolithic pits located 40m south of the burnt stone mound.
Early Bronze Age features located to the south of the dried up/diverted stream C.8.
Late Bronze Age features located to the north of the dried up/diverted stream C.8.
Late Bronze Age burnt stone mound and associated trough, stakeholes, hearth and pits.
Modern diverted stream C.8 and associated fills.

The site will be discussed by group from the earliest Neolithic activity to the latest Modern features
within each group. The natural subsoil (C.2) on site was very varied, it included dark orangish pink,
sandy silt and dark orange, sandy silt in the north to mid yellow, sandy silt with patches of whiter
sandier material in the southeastern end.
5.1.1 Group 1 Neolithic
Two shallow pits C.258 and C.262 were located 30m to the south of the burnt stone mound C.93. Pit
C.258 was located 4m to the east of pit C.262 (Figure 8). It measured 0.52m by 0.44m by 0.12m in
depth. The larger pit C.262 was oval in plan and measured 2.85m by 1.68m by 0.4m in depth. It contained three sandy clay fills (C.259, C.260, C.261). The upper fill C.259 included 12 sherds of pottery
(05E0078-259:1-12, figure 9), which have been identified as belonging to a Middle Neolithic globular
bowl, and two fragments of flint (05E0078:5:13 & 14, plate 8) (Appendix 3). Pit C.258 measured
0.52m by 0.44m by 0.12m.
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5.1.2 Group 2 Early Bronze Age
Group 2 was located to the immediate south of the diverted stream bed/ditch C8 (Figure 5, plate 1).
The area was partially disturbed by vegetation and animal burrows. Five of the excavated features
(C.18, C.19, C.20, C.33, C.38) were found to be natural. C.28 was a modern pit dug by a machine. A
sherd of modern pottery was found at the base of the pit.
A curved linear feature C.36 was located 1-1.5m south of the stream bed C.8. It followed the same
alignment as the stream bed. The feature extended beyond the area of the excavation to the east. It
measured c. 5.4m in length by 1.2m in width by 0.4m in depth. It was filled with a black sandy silt
with inclusions of heat-shattered stones and charcoal.
A stony spread C.13, 0.16m deep, was located in the area between the linear C.36 and the stream bed
C.8. It followed the same alignment as the other two features and extended beyond the area of the
excavation to the east. It is likely that the three features are related.
C.13 overlay two pits C.47, C.53 and an irregular hollow C.46. The hollow was a natural feature. The
pits were truncated by the modern ditch C8. Pit C.47 measured 1.1m by 0.42m by 0.39m in depth.
The fill C.43 included charcoal and heat-shattered stone. Pit C.53 was located 1.75m to the northeast.
It measured 0.4m by 0.23m by 0.17m in depth.
Four pits were excavated south of C.36 (C.15, C.24, C.25 and C.23) (Figures 5 and 6). Pit C.15 was
the smallest in size measuring 0.54 in diameter. It contained a single silty sand fill. Pit C.24 was 1.50m
in diameter by 0.40m deep (Plate 4). The pit contained four fills (C.6, C. 16, C.26 & C.29). C.16,
C.26 and C.29 were investigated for charred seed remains. They contained charcoal but no seeds. The
fills were a mix of sands and silts. Fills C.16 and C.29 included heat-shattered stone. A stakehole C.42
was located 0.5m north of the pit. Pit C.25 was located 1m to the south of C.24 (Plate 3). It had been
cut by pit C.23 to the east. A flint flake was recovered from the fill C.22 (05E0078:22:1). Pit C.23 was
a sub-rectangular pit measuring 1.84 by 1.42m. It contained 5 fills (C.22, C.30, C.31, C.39 & C.40).
Fill C.22 included heat-shattered stone, some of the fills included fragments of charcoal. A calibrated
radiocarbon date of cal BC 2335-2036 BC (UB 6775) was obtained for charcoal from this fill. C.22,
C.30 and C.31 were examined for charred seed remains but contained only charcoal. A stakehole C.49
was located 0.3m north of the pits C.23 & C.25.
5.1.3 Group 3 Bronze Age
A group of pits, postholes and stakeholes were located on the northern side of the stream bed C.8 and
to the north and east of the burnt stone mound. The group was comprised six post-holes (C.51, C.55,
C.56, C.55, C.57, C.58 and C.59), a ditch (C.74), four pits (C.65, C.85, C.91 and C.104), a metalled
surface C.88 and six stake-holes (C.67, C.69, C.76, C.78, C.81, C.87) (Figure 5, plate 2).
Six of the post-holes were orientated northeast – southwest c. 3m north of the modern ditch C.8 and to
the immediate east of the burnt stone mound (Figure 6). They varied in size from 0.48 by 0.43 to 0.70
by 0.65. They may have formed a substantial fence line or a rack 8.5m in length. The distance between
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the postholes was not uniform and varied between 0.5m-2m.
The four pits were located to the north and east of the burnt stone mound. Pit C.65 measured 0.86m
by 0.51m by 0.19m in depth and contained 3 silt fills. All three contained charcoal. Pit C.85 measured
0.87m by 0.76m by 0.1m and contained a single fill which included heat-shattered stone and charcoal
but no charred seed remains. Pit C.91 was located to the north of the burnt stone mound. It contained
two fills C.90 and C.83, the latter included heat-shattered stones and charcoal but no charred seed
remains. Pit C.104 was more substantial in size measuring 1.3m by 1.2m by 0.47m in depth. The silty
clay fill included charcoal. It cut a metalled surface C.88 which measured 1.5m by 1.1m and was constructed of small compacted stones. The metalled surface was set in hollow C.89 which was cut by the
diverted stream C.8.
The stakeholes (C.67, C.69, C.76, C.78, C.81, C.87) were similar in morphology being circular or
sub-circular in plan with vertical sides. The fills were silty sands and included flecks of charcoal. Four
of the six stakeholes were set in pairs. C.67 and C.69 were located 0.4m north of posthole C.57. C.76
and C.78 formed the second pair to the northwest. The northern side of stakehole C.81 was flat, it may
have contained a split wooden stake. Both its fills contained charcoal but no charred seeds.
The pits, postholes and stakeholes were probably associated with the burnt mound. Some of the features were backfilled with the burnt mound material when they went out of use.
A portion of a ditch (C.74) was excavated in the northeastern corner of the site. It measured 2.2m in
width by 0.28m in depth and contained a single fill. It extended beyond the area of the excavation to
the north and east. It may have been a boundary ditch. It is not possible to say whether it is contemporary with other activity on site.
5.1.4 Group 4 Late Bronze Age Burnt stone mound
The mound comprised five spreads (C.93, C.98, C.99, C.100, C.101) and overlay a trough (C.102), two
pits (C.105, C.110), a possible second trough C.103 and a hearth (C.164) (Figure 5, plate 5). 61 stakeholes were associated with the trough C.102 and hearth. The stakeholes on the northern side of the
hearth probably formed a screen. The stakeholes associated with the trough probably held a wooden
lining in place.
C.93 was the largest of the spreads that formed the mound of the burnt stone. It measured c. 10m by
9m. It comprised a black sandy silt with inclusions of heat shattered stone and charcoal. It overlay the
trough C.102, hearth C.164, possible trough C.103 and pit C.105.
The trough C.102 was rectangular in plan, orientated northwest-southeast and measured 2.15m by
1.46m and 0.48m deep (Figure 7, Plate 6). It was filled with the main burnt mound spread C.93. 20
stake-holes cut the base of the trough. Stake-holes were found along the base of the north-eastern,
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south-western and south-eastern sides. None were found along the north-western side where there was
a concave depression in the centre of the side. Three stakeholes were grouped at the base of the western
corner and four at the base of the northern corner. Other larger stake-holes were found in the original
ground level at the northern and western corners, three at the western corner and four stake-holes at
the northern corner. The southern corner of the trough was truncated by the pit/trough C.103. Four
stakeholes were located in the northern portion of the base of this pit. These may have formed part of
the group in the base of trough C.102. The stakeholes varied in size the smaller being on average 0.04m
in diameter and the larger were 0.1m in diameter on average.
Five additional stakeholes (C.133, C.142, C.188, C.220, C.222) were located on the perimeter of the
trough. The stakeholes varied in size with the smaller being on average 0.04m in diameter and the
larger were 0.1m in diameter on average. They were similar in morphology being generally circular in
plan with vertical sides.
A burnt hearth fill C.106 was located to the northwest of the trough. The underlying subsoil, C.164,
was heat-scorched. This hearth measured 1.5m by 1.1m by 0.05m deep. It was defined on the northern
edge by an alignment of 16 stakeholes (C.190, C.192, C.194, C.196, C.198, C.200, C.202, C.204,
C206, C.208, C.210, C.212, C.224, C.226, C.228, C.230) 1.4m in length (Figure 7, plate 7). A further three stakeholes (C.214, C.216, C.218) were located to the west of the hearth.
Two small spreads of re-deposited natural were excavated on the western side of the trough C.102 and
pit C.103 (Figure 5, plate 5). C.112 was the primary deposit and may have accumulated from the excavation of C102. C.111 overlay C.112 and was probably the material dug from the excavation of the pit
C.103. Pit C.110 cut the spread C.111. It measured 0.6m by 0.55m by 0.45m in depth and contained
three fills. The burnt mound spread C.93 formed the upper fill of the pit. A calibrated radiocarbon date
of cal BC 997-825 BC (UB 6776) was obtained from charcoal from the fill C.109 of pit C.110.
Stakehole C.131 was located on the eastern side of the pit and stakehole C.138 was located 0.1m to the
southeast of the pit.
Pit C.103 truncated the southern side of the trough C.102 and the northern side of pit C.105. It
measured 1.8m by 1.1m by 0.53m in depth. It was filled with the burnt mound material C.93. Four
stakeholes (C.114, C.116, C.153, C.186) cut the base of the pit. These could form part of the complex
associated with the trough C.102. Three stakeholes (C.154, C.155, C.156) were located on the southwestern side of the pit. They were on average 0.04m in diameter. A small post-hole (C.152) was located
at the northern corner of C.103. It had two packing stones one on the northeastern side and one on
the southeastern.
The pit C.105 measured 0.6m by 0.55m by 0.45m. It was filled with burnt mound material C93.
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5.1.5 Group 5 Modern Period
A large cut feature (C.8) c. 4.65m wide was recorded in the central area of the site. It curved from the
eastern baulk in a southwesterly direction and seemed to disappear after a time. A stream marked in
this area on the 1st and 2nd edition OS maps (CO035) meandered in a northwesterly direction from
Curraghmore House to the south. In the 3rd edition map the term ‘rises’ marked in the vicinity of
the site suggests that this was the location of a spring. The stream at that time seemed to flow in a
northwestern and southeastern direction. It seems that between 1905 and 1935 its course was altered
somewhat to flow along a straight drain in the field to the south of the site. Water flowed at the base of
the present cut C.8 in a northeastern direction into an open drain. It is most likely that the cut feature
represents the backfilled remains of a diverted stream bed that was altered after 1935.
A section was excavated through the eastern end of the feature C.8. It measured c. 6m in length by
0.5m wide by 1m in depth. Six fills were identified in the section (Figure 6). The lowest fill (C.5) of
the stream bed C.8 was a loose, stone deposit. Approximately 55 sherds of glazed red earthen ware
and delft were found in the stream bed along with seven glass bottle sherds, 15 metal fragments, three
lumps of slag material, one slate fragment, two brick fragments and two earthenware tile fragments.
The finds are domestic in nature and might be associated with the house site marked on the 1st edition
CO035 map a short distance to the east. Rubble was also noted in the made up ground to the east of
the site between the route of the N8 and the site. The remaining ditch fills (C.7, C.4, C.10, C.9 and
C.3) were all re-deposited natural-type fills. C.3 was the upper fill and it extended beyond the cut of
the ditch to the north and the south. Evidence for a thin topsoil layer (C.12) was recorded under C.3
to the south of the eastern end of the bed. It was cut by the stream bed and overlay C.13 the stony
deposit associated with the earlier activity in Group 2.

5.2

Stratigraphic Discussion

In the main part of the site a burnt mound, associated pits, stake-holes, post-holes, other pits and two
ditches were found on this site. It not possible to directly relate strategraphically one part of the site to
the other but since the features cut natural subsoil (C.2) and many contained burnt mound material it
can be inferred that many are roughly contemporary. Radiocarbon results however have indicated that
material from pit C.23 in Group 2 in the southern area has an Early Bronze Age date while a posthole
C110 in Group 4 in the main burnt stone spread area has a Late Bronze Age date. The two outlying
pits, located 30m to the north of the burnt mound are earlier in date. The pottery included in the fill
of pit (C.258) belongs to a Middle Neolithic globular bowl.
Stratigraphically this site can be divided into three phases.
1. The Neolithic
2. The Bronze Age
3. The modern period.
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Phase 1

5.2.1.1 The Neolithic
Two pits dated to the Middle Neolithic were located 30m south of the burnt mound. The larger pit included 12 sherds of Middle Neolithic globular bowl and two fragments of flint (Figure 9, plate 8). The
ceramic vessels are associated with funerary context and have also been recorded on settlement sites.
5.2.2 Phase 2
5.2.2.1 Bronze Age
Two radiocarbon dates obtained suggest that activity on site occurred in the Early and Late Bronze
Age. It is possible that the early date is the result of old wood being used in the Late Bronze Age. The
site could however have been abandoned and reused at a later date. It is difficult to determine which
features are contemporary as the majority cut the sub-soil. Therefore it is suggested that the activity
on the southern side of the stream is Early Bronze Age in date and the activity on the northern side is
Late Bronze Age.
The complex of pits in Group 2 were divided from Group 3 and 4 by a stream which was altered in
modern times and diverted underground.
The features of Group 3 and 4 will be discussed together. It is possible that an open stream flowed to
the south of the burnt mound during the Bronze Age. Activity therefore occurred on both sides of a
stream course. The most interesting part of the site was the features in Group 4. It can be suggested
that the pits C102 and C105, the arc of stake-holes and the in situ burning at the northeastern end of
C102 were contemporary. The line of possible post-holes and occasional stake-holes in Group 3 may
be contemporary with the burnt mound.
The small mound of redeposited natural C112 to the east of C102 was probably the material dug from
the ground to make the pit. It can be suggested that the stakes in the base of the pit C102 had held
planks in place to line the pit. The deliberate concave middle section of the northeastern wall and the
lack of stake-holes on this side suggest that it may not have been lined on this side or that straight
planks were not used. The concave section almost resembled a chute. The fire on the northwestern
side seemed to be confined to the pit side of the arc of stakes. If stones had been heated in this fire the
chute-like feature at this end of the trough would have allowed them to be pushed easily into the pit.
It can be suggested that the large stakes which were at the northern and western corners of the pit were
part of a feature that had been replaced on several occasions. It does not seem to have formed part of a
four sided enclosing structure. Perhaps the stakes were the vertical uprights of a rack. Similarly placed
stake-holes were found at one end of the wood lined trough at Scartbarry, A0014/002.
The placement of the stake-holes around the fire is curious. They may represent a wicker- work type
feature to shelter the fire though it would have been in danger of catching fire. The stake-holes were
not very deep so perhaps they formed part of a removable structure.
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The site eventually went out of use and the burnt mound slipped into the pits and troughs. A hollow
formed in the centre of the mound where the main pits were located. This hollow naturally filed up
with material over time.
5.2.3 Phase 3
5.2.3.1 Modern Period
In the modern period the stream which was marked on the O.S. maps was diverted underground. This
work destroyed any archaeological evidence close to the stream or indeed evidence of the stream being contemporary with the site. It truncated two burnt stone-filled cuts C47 and C53 on the southern
side. The burnt stone material C32 in the curved cut C36 in the south of the site was partially covered
by the top fill of C8. This fill had been placed to level up the land to the side of the modern ditch. It
was not possible to determine whether the southern burnt stones C32 were once a continuation of the
mound (C93) on the north of the ditch or a separate burnt mound.

5.3

Specialist reports

5.3.1 Radiocarbon results
Radiocarbon dates were returned from the Radiocarbon Laboratory at Queens University Belfast. The
two dates returned from Queens were accelerator dates obtained from samples of charcoal.
Table 1
Lab. Code

Sample Material

Context No.

Yrs BP

UB-6775
UB-6776

Charcoal
Charcoal

22
109

3770 ± 41
2756 ± 38

Calibrated Dates
2 sigma
cal BC 2335-2036
cal BC 997-825

5.3.2 Plant remains report
The plant remains were examined by P. Johnston (Appendix 4). No plant remains other than charcoal
were recorded from any of the samples.
5.3.3 Prehistoric Pottery
The pottery was examined by H. Roche (Appendix 5). It has been identified as belonging to a Middle
Neolithic globular bowl
5.3.4 Lithics
Three flints was recovered and examined by F. Sternke (Appendix 6). Two of the flints were recovered
from the fill of a pit, one was a natural chunk (05E0078:5:13) and the second was a core (05E0078:5:14).
The lithics were not diagnostic but were recovered together with 12 sherds of Middle Neolithic pottery.
The core was produced on a split pebble and at least three flakes were removed from one end. One
flake (05E0078:22:1) was recovered from a pit south of the burnt mound. Both the core and the flake
represent waste products from lithic reduction.
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Discussion and Interpretation

The two pits dated to the Middle Neolithic are a significant discovery as Neolithic activity is rarely
recorded in this region. Two other Neolithic sites were recorded on the route of the N8. Gortore
(A012/003) located on the southern bank of the River Funshion and Curraghprevin located on the
southern bank of the River Bride. An Early Neolithic radiocarbon date of cal BC 3928-3655 was returned from Gortore and a Late Neolithic radiocarbon date of cal BC 3090-2580 was returned from
Curraghprevin, as well as discoveries of Early Neolithic pottery (NRA Archaeological Discoveries).
The discovery of burnt stones and lined pits near a water source indicate that hot stone technology was
used on the site. This technology is traditionally associated with fulacht fiadh or Bronze Age cooking
spots. Water was heated by placing hot rocks into a water- filled trough. The wrapped meat was then
placed in the water and cooked. Experiments carried out by M.J. O’Kelly, who excavated Ballyvourney
I, Co. Cork in 1954, found that 450 litres of water in a trough boiled in 30-35 minutes and cooked
4.5kg of mutton in less than 4 hours (1989). Burnt stone spreads however may have been the by-product of a variety of activities; ‘boat building (Lane Fox 1875), butter production (Fenton 1976), brine
evaporation, brewing (Stanley 1868; Gustawsson 1949), pottery filler, fulling and leather work (Luas
1965, Coles 1979), metallurgy (Briggs 1976)’ (Barfield and Hodder 1987, 371) and washing laundry. It
has also been suggested that they may have been used as saunas (Luas 1965 and Barfield and Hodder
1987). Not all excavated burnt mounds have wood lined troughs or even pits that can be interpreted
as pits for heating water. Stone lined examples have also been found for example at Reenarea, Valentia,
Co. Kerry (Mitchell 1990). It is therefore logical that burnt stone technology was used for different
purposes. It has been suggested that the term fulchta fiadh should only be used to refer to sites with
troughs and mounds of burnt stone (Brindley 1990). Radiocarbon dating of such sites produced a
Bronze Age date ranging from 3,800 to 2,400BP (Brindley 1990). There are however exceptions for
example a plank lined Mediaeval example from Waterford (Walsh 1990). The lack of datable finds
found during excavation of these monuments results in difficulties in their dating as well as their interpretation.
It is likely that burnt stone technology was used for a variety of purposes from industrial to gastronomic. The challenge is to determine which activity was carried out on each site. The fact that large pits or
troughs were found on the Fermoy site along with a burnt stone mound does not necessary indicate
that it is a fulacht fiadh or that it was used for cooking meat, especially when the number of other pits
and associated stake- and post-holes are considered. Several pits were found at the site and on two occasions one was truncated by another suggesting the continuous use of the site over a period of time.
The row of possible post-holes to the east of the main pits on site (C102 and C103) could be interpreted
as a fence line, racks or tenter frames (where cloth was stretched in order to dry without shrinkage).
The discovery of several pits, the positions for possible tenter frames, a large, probably lined, trough
and the near vicinity to running water, all suggest the possibility that fulling, felting, leather working,
dying processes or cloth washing were carried out on site.
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Fulling cleans, shrinks and thickens cloth making it more dense and strong. It is carried out by beating it in water or waulking (walking hard on it) it with the addition of detergent (fullers earth, pot
ash or stale urine). This can be carried out in a sunken tank or a trough (perhaps the trough and pits
such as C102, C103). The process is quickened if the water is heated (water heated by means of hot
stone technology). The cloth is then rinsed in clean water by further waulking preferably in a running stream. Finally the cloth is hung out on lines or tenterhooks to dry (Jeffery 1991). Felting is the
close matting of fibres by heat, moisture and pressure. Since steam is a requirement a structure might
be necessary though from ethnographical examples one is not needed. In 1929 Kashmir shawls were
fulled by waulking damp cloth over hot stones and rinsing in a stream (film by A.F Barker in Jeffery,
102). Where dying is carried out it is advantageous for the lanolin in the wool to be removed first by
fulling. Dying requires hot and cold water, containers or troughs and plants such as woad. The physical
requirements for the fulling process were found on site but no woad was found in any of the samples.
The following sequence of events is suggested for cloth processing on this site.
1. Water heated by hot stone technology in the trough C102. Stones possibly heated on scorched
area (C164) to northwest of the trough.
2. Waulking of the cloth in the trough.
3. If the rocks were heated on the scorched area the fire would have gone out by the time the cloth
was ready to be removed from the trough. The cloth could then be dragged out of the trough
and hung over a rack (represented by large stake-holes in northern and western corners of the
pit) at this end of the trough. The cloth would be heavy with the weight of the water so it would
be advantageous to let it drain for a while.
4. The cloth could be then be rinsed and waulked in the stream.
5. It would finally be hung out on racks, tenter frames or clothes lines (post-holes C51, C55-59).
Other pits in the area may have been used for soaking cloth for dying, preparing dyes or cleaning.
Another possibility is that hot stones were placed on the scorched area adjacent to the trough C102,
the cloth draped over the rack and pegged at the base. Water placed on the stones would then produce
steam for part of the felting process. The best evidence for fulling in the Bronze Age has been found in
Denmark where a man’s fulled cape and caps were found at Muldbjerg (Jeffery 1991).
At some stage a later and smaller trough C103 was dug and it truncated C102. It is hard to see how the
loose burnt mound material found in C102 could have acted as a wall and it is therefore probable that
the second pit was also lined or that it acted as an extension to the first. It is associated with a small
pit or post-hole C110 to the east and a small mound of re-deposited natural C111 which was probably
removed from the ground during the excavation of C103.
Two radiocarbon dates from the site indicate activity in the Early Bronze Age and Late Bronze Age.
Burnt stone mounds are extremely common in this region with over 300 sites recorded in east and
south Cork (Archaeological Inventory of County Cork Vol II). They often occur in clusters: e.g two
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within Coolcarron townland (CO035-075, 077), six within Corrin townland (CO035-050, 058, 068,
070) and three within Ballyoran townland (CO035-052, 057, 071). More fulachta fiadh were excavated
on the route of the N8 Rathcormac Fermoy including Corrin 4 (03E1463), two burnt mounds at Corrin 6 (03E1636), Fermoy Wood (04E1014) and at Scartbarry (A014/002). The nearest excavated site to
this burnt stone mound to the south was a fulacht fiadh at Fermoy Wood (04E1014) and the possible
platform and trackway excavated in Ballyoran Bog (04E1014 extension) and there is a possibility that
these sites are contemporary, suggesting a range of different past activities within the low-lying wetland
landscape. The archaeology suggests occupation on a long-term, although perhaps intermittent, basis
from around the Middle Neolithic.

7

Assessment of archaeology and significance

The Middle Neolithic pits are a significant discovery as another site on the route at Gortore dates to
the Early Neolithic and a site at Curraghprevin has evidence of Early and Late Neolithic activity. The
Bronze Age burnt stone mound maybe associated with a hitherto unrecorded contemporary settlement
site.

8

Conclusion

A small group of two pits dating to the Middle Neolithic and a burnt mound where hot stone technology was used was identified at Fermoy. This burnt mound technology could have been utilised in a
variety of processes from cooking and bathing to fulling, felting, boat building and many other industrial processes. The challenge of these sites is to determine which activity took place on each or indeed
whether they were multifunctional. It can be suggested that the site was used for the manufacture of
cloth by the processes of fulling or dying.
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Figure 1: Portion of discovery map showing route of N8 Rathcormac Fermoy.
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Figure 2: Portion of RMP sheets CO027, 028, 035, 036, 044, 045, 053 and 054 showing route of
the N8 Rathcormac Fermoy.
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Figure 3: Portion of RMP sheet CO035 showing location of Fermoy excavation.
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Figure 4: Portion of route of N8 Rathcormac Fermoy showing location of Fermoy excavation.
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Figure 5: Post-excavation plan of area of fulacht fiadh.
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Figure 6: Sections of C.24, C.25 and C.23, C.8, C.55, C.56, C.51, C.59, C.58 and C.57.
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Figure 7: Post-excavation plan and sections of trough and pits.
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Figure 8: Post-excavation plan and sections of pits C.258 and C.262.
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Figure 9: Middle Neolithic pottery 05E0078:259:1, 2 and 4.
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Plates

Plate 1: Pre-excavation view of features located to the south of the old stream course C.8
from west.

Plate 2: Pre-excavation of burnt mound from west.
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Plate 3: Section of pit C.23 from south.

Plate 4: Section of pit C.24 from east.
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Plate 5: View of trough and pits underlying
burnt mound from southeast.

Plate 6: View of trough C.102 and associated stakeholes from northwest.
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Plate 7:. View of hearth and associated stakeholes from south.
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Plate 8: Flint flake 05E0078:22:1, flint core and chunk 05E0078:259:13 &
14
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Please see attached CD for matrices.

Permalink: http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e0078-fermoy-co-cork/

33

05E0078

Fermoy, Co. Cork

ISSUE 6: Eachtra Journal - ISSN 2009-2237

12.2 Appendix 2: Context Register
Context No.

Type

Dimensions

1

Topsoil

2

Natural

3

Fill of stream bed 5.00x15.00 min
C8
Fill of stream bed ?x4.65x0.30
C8

4

5

Fill of stream bed ?x4.00x0.40
C8

6

Fill of pit C24

7

Fill of stream bed ?x4.65x0.35
C8

8

Stream bed cut

9

Fill of stream bed ?x1.80x0.10
C8

10

Fill of stream C8 ?x0.50x0.15

11

Spread

2.00x?x0.15

12

Spread

1.60x?x0.15

13

Spread

2.00x?x0.16

0.66x0.50x0.15

?x4.65x0.90

Description

Samples

Removed by machine up to 0.40m deep
in places.
In SE mid, yellow, soft, sandy silt with
patches of whiter sandier material. In
N dark, orangish pink, firm, sandy silt
with occasional angular medium stones.
Bands of dark orange, sandy silt. Underlying geology was soft rock.
Pink redeposited natural. Deliberate
backfilled material in stream bed C8.
Brown, soft, silt with moderate medium
and coarse, sub-angular pebbles and
small sub-angular stones. Fill of C8
under C10 over C7.
Stone fill of small, medium and large
angular and sub-angular stones. Base fill
of cut C8. Under C7.
Light, bluish grey, loose, silty sand with SS1
occasional sub-rounded medium pebbles. Fill of natural depression on top fill
C16 in pit C24.
Light pink, firm, silty clay with moderate, angular fine, medium and coarse
pebbles and small and medium angular
stones. Fill in C8 under C4 and over
C5.
Unknown length. In section break of
slope top is gradual. Sides moderate and
smooth, break of slope base sharp, base
flat. Curved from east to south west.
Light brown, soft, silty sand with occasional angular fine, medium and coarse
pebbles and angular small stones. Under
C3 over C10.
Light, yellow, soft, silty clay with occasional sub-angular pebbles. Under C9
over C4.
Light, greyish white, firm silty clay with
occasional sub-angular fine, medium
and coarse pebbles. Found in area
between C8 and the burnt mound material C32. Over C12.
Mid, brown, friable silty sand with occasional sub-angular fine and medium
pebbles. Remnants of a topsoil layer seen
between C8 and burnt mound material
C32. Over C13 under C11.
Mid, grey, stony spread with frequent
SS10
sub-angular medium and coarse pebbles. Between C8 and burnt mound
material C32. Over natural C2 under
C12.
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Dimensions

14

Fill of pit C15

0.54x0.53x0.22

15

Cut of pit

0.54x0.53x0.22

16

Top fill of pit
C24

1.56x1.56x0.40

17

Fill of cuts C18
and C19

1.02 0.28 and
0.70x0.38

18

Animal burrow
cut

1.02x0.28x0.30

19

Animal burrow
cut

0.75x0.35x0.25

20

Cut of probable
root-hole

1.65x0.50x0.23

21

Fill of probable
roote-hole C20

1.65x0.40x0.10

22

Top fill of pits
C23 and C25

1.70x1.25x0.33

23

Cut of pit

1.84x1.42x0.30

24

Cut of pit

1.50x1.50x0.40

Description

Samples

Mid, pinkish brown, loose, silty sand
with occasional sub-angular fine pebbles
and moderate sub-angular medium pebbles. In C15.
Circular cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. N side moderate, irregular, S side gentle, concave, E
vertical stepped and W gentle upper and
vertical lower. Sharp break of slope base,
tapered blunt point. Filled by C14.
Dark, clayey, stoney, soft silt with mod- SS2
erate, sub-angular coarse burnt pebbles
and moderate small, burnt sub-angular
stones. Under C6 on C26.
Dark, greyish black, loose, clayey silt
with occasional fine, sub-angular and
sub-rounded pebbles, moderate amount
of coarse sub-angular pebbles. In C18
and C19.
Irregular shape, sharp break of slope at
top, N-S orientated filled with C17, cuts
C27 a pit fill.
Irregular shape, sharp break of slope at
top on N, E, W, gradual on S. Orientated N-S. Filled with C17, cuts C27 a
pit fill.
An ‘L’ shaped depression. Sharp break
of slope all sides except south-gradual.
Irregular base and sides.
Dark, brownish black, fiable, stoney silt
with occasional angular fine, medium
and coarse pebbles and small stones and
moderate flecks and small charcoal.
Filled C20.
Dark, black, very soft silty clay with
SS5
frequent angular, sub-angular, subrounded and rounded medium pebbles
and angular etc. small and medium
stones. Frequent small charcoal lumps.
Included flint flake. Over C30 and C31.
Sub-rectangular pit with corners square
on N and rounded on S and E. Break
of slope sharp sides steep and concave.
Base of slope base gradual, base sub-rectangular and flat. Orientated NW-SE.
Fills C22, C30, C31, C39, C40. Cuts
pit C25 to west.
Sub-circular, rounded pit with sharp
break of slope top. W and N sides steep
and concave, S moderate and concave, E
steep, concave and undercut. Filled with
C6, C16, C26, C29.
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Dimensions

25

Cut of pit

1.50x0.80x0.36

26

Fill of pit C24

0.84x0.36x0.20

27

Fill of pit C28

3.00x1.10x1.05

28

Cut of probable
animal burrow

3.00x1.10x1.05

29

Base fill of pit
C24

1.03x0.71x0.20

30

Fill in pit C23

0.85x1.00x0.38

31

Fill of pit C23

1.15x0.78x0.37

32

Fill of C36

5.40x1.20x0.45

33

Hollow

0.50x0.40x0.16

34

Fill of C33

0.30x0.25x0.06

Description
Oval pit with rounded corners and
gradual break of slope on N and S and
sharp on W. Truncated on E. Sides vertical and irregular on N and S and vertical and undercut on W. East truncated.
Filled with C22.
Light, brownish grey, soft,silty sand
with occasional, sub-angular medium
pebbles and moderate sub-angular
coarse pebbles. Under C16 over C29.
Light, orangish brown, soft silt with
moderate sub-angular fine, medium and
coarse pebbles and small stones. Fill of
C28.
Sub-rectangular with sharp break of
slope top and square corners. N and
S side steep, E and W vertical. Sharp
break of slope base. Flat base. Orientated N-S. Filled with C27
Dark, greyish black, soft sandy silt with
moderate sub-angular coarse pebbles
and occasional small sub-angular stones.
Under 26 in C24.
Light, greyish, brown, loose clayey sand
with frequent angular, sub-angular,
sub-rounded and rounded small and
medium stones. Under C22 over C39.
Dark, greyish brown, loose, sandy clay
with frequent angular, sub-angular,
sub-rounded and rounded small and
medium stones and angular, sub-angular and sub-rounded large stones. Occasional flecks and small charcoal and
moderate medium and large charcoal.
Under C22 over C39.
Dark, greyish black, soft, sandy silt with
moderate sub-angular fine, medium and
coarse pebbles, frequent sub-angular
small stones and moderate sub-angular
medium stones and frequent flecks of
charcoal. Fill of C36.
Irregular, depression with rounded corners and either imperceptible S, SE, SW
break of slope top or sharp N,E, W, NE,
NW. S and E sides smooth and gentle,
N steep and smooth and W vertical
and undercut. Break of slope base N,
W sharp and S, E Imperceptible. Filled
with C34 and C35.
Dark, greyish black, friable stony silt
with moderate angular fine, medium
and coarse pebbles and occasional
angular small and medium stones and
frequent flecks and small charcoal. Over
C35.
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Type

Dimensions

35

Fill of C33

0.50x0.40x0.10

36

Curved cut

5.40x1.20x0.45

37

Fill of pit C38

0.45x0.22x0.21

38

Pit cut

0.50x0.42x0.22

39

Fill of pit C23

2.00x 0.38x0.10

40

Base fill of pit
C23
Stake-hole fill
C42

1.30x1.20x0.02

42

Stake-hole cut

0.08x0.07x0.08

43

Fill of pit C47

1.10x0.42x0.39

44

Possible tree root 1.15x0.25x0.09
fill of C46

45

Fill of pit C56

41

0.08x0.07x0.08

0.48x0.43x0.14

Description
Mid, brown sandy, soft silt with moderate angular fine and medium pebbles
and occasional angular small stones.
Under C34 in C33.
Long irregular cut, with rounded
corners at its terminals. Break of slope
gengerally gradual axcept in NE and SE
where sharp. Sides- disturbed on NW
by cut C8, gentle and moderate and
concave on SW, steep and smooth on
NE and SE. Break of slope base gradual
except in NE and SE where sharp. Irregular flat base, orientated roughly
NE-SW. Filled with C32.
Dark, greyish, brown, soft sandy clay
with frequent, angular and sub-rounded
coarse pebbles and moderate small charcoal. In C38.
Sub-rectangular pit with rounded
corners on N, S and E and square on
W. Break of slope top gradual on N, S
and W and sharp on E. Sides gentle and
smooth on N, steep and irregular on S
vertical and smooth on E and gentle and
smooth on W. Filled with C37.
Light, yellowish, grey, friable sandy
silt with occasional rounded medium
pebbles and moderate sub-angular and
sub-rounded small stones and occasional
small charcaol and frequent large charcoal. Under 30 over 40.
Mid, pink loose, sandy silt. On base of
C23 and under C39.
Dark, brownish black, soft clayey silt
with occasional sub-angular medium
pebbles. Fill of C42.
Sub-circular, stake-hole with rounded
corners and sharp break of slope top.
Sides vertical and smooth N and E,
moderate and stepped S and W. Base
circular and tappered point. No orientation.
Dark, greyish black, soft sandy, silt with
occasional burnt sub-angular medium
pebbles and moderate sub-angular
coarse pebbles and occasional sub-angular small and medium stones. Moderate
flecks of charcoal.
Dark, greyish, black, soft stony, clayey
silt with occasional sub-angular fine,
medium and coarse pebbles and small
and medium stones. Fill of C46.
Light, greyish brown, friable, clayey silt
with occasional, sub-rounded, medium
pebbles. In C56.
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Dimensions

46

Possible root
hollow

1.15x0.25x0.09

47

Cut of pit

1.10x0.42x0.39

48

Possible stakehole fill
Possible stakehole

0.23x0.09x0.15

50

Fill of pit C51

0.48x0.43x0.07

51

Cut of pit

0.48x0.43x0.07

52

Fill of pit C53

0.40x0.23x0.17

53

Cut of pit

0.40x0.23x0.17

54

Fill of pit C55

0.51x0.20x0.11

55

Cut of pit

0.51x0.20x0.11

49

0.17x0.09x0.15

Description

Samples

Linear, irregular depression with
rounded corners and gradual break of
slope top on all sides but N which is
sharp. NW side steep and irregular, SE
steep and smooth, NE and SW steep
and concave. Break of slope base N, E
gradual S, W sharp. Base irregular and
concave. Fill C44.
Sub-circular truncated on NW pit.
Corners rounded, break of sope top
sharp. Sides NE steep and concave, SW,
NW vertical and smooth. Base concave.
Filled with C43.
Mid, brown, loose, sandy silt. Fill of
C49.
Oval, stake-hole with rounded corners.
Break of slope sharp on all sides except
W- gradual. Sides N, S, E vertical and
concave, W gentle and concave. Break
of slope base gradual. Base oval and
concave. Orientation N-S. Top S of
base. Fill C48.
Mid, brown, compact, sandy silt with
moderate, sub-angular fine pebbles,
angular, medium pebbles and occasional
angular, coarse pebbles. Fill of C51.
Oval pit with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Sides gentle
and smooth on N, gentle and concave
on S, steep and concave on E and steep
and concave on W. Gradual break of
slope base. Base oval and concave. Orientation NW-SE. Fill C50.
Mid- brownish grey, soft, sandy silt with
moderate sub-angular fine, medium and
coarse pebbles and occasional small subangular stones. Fill in pit C53.
Irregular pit, truncated on NW side
by C8. Corners NE, SW square, SE
rounded. Break of slope top NE, SW
sharp, SE gradual. Sides moderate and
smooth. Break of slope base NE, SE
sharp, SW gradual. Base irregular and
flat. Filled with C52
Mid greyish brown, firm, clayey silt
SS13
with moderate, sub-angular, coarse pebbles and occasional sub-angular, small
stones. Fill of C55.
Circular pit with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top on N, S, W and
gradual on E. Sides steep and concave
on N, S, W and gentle and irregular on
E. Concave base. Filled with C54.
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Dimensions

56

Cut of pit

0.48x0.40x0.14

57

Cut of pit

0.48x0.45x0.15

58

Cut of pit

0.70x0.65x0.10

59

Cut of pit

0.60x0.50x0.10

60

Fill of stake-hole 0.07x0.07x0.13
C61

61

Stake-hole cut

0.07x0.07x0.13

62

Base fill of pit
C65

0.31x0.26x0.19

63

Top fill of pit
C65

0.58x0.32x0.19

64

Fill of C65

0.46x0.21x0.19

Description
Circular pit with rounded corners and
gradual break of slope top on N, sharp
on S and E and imperceptible on W.
Sides N gentle and smooth, S vertical
and concave, W irregular and gentle, E
vertical and irregular. Filled with C45
Sub-circular, pit with rounded corners.
Sharp break of slope on E, W, gradual
on N, S. Sides steep and concave on S,
W, moderate, concave on N, gentle concave on S. Break of slope base gradual.
Base circular and concave. Orientation
N-S. Filled with C70.
Sub-circular pit with rounded corners.
Sides gentle and concave on N, W, steep
and concave E, moderate and concave
S. Break of slope base gradual S, E and
imperceptible N, W. Base irregular and
concave. Orientation N-S. Filled with
C71.
Sub-circular, pit with rounded corners
and sharp break of slope top on N, E,
W and gentle on S. Sides moderate and
concave on N, S, steep and concave on E
and moderate and irregular on W. Break
of slope base gradual on S, W, imperceptible N and gradual W. Base irregular
and concave. Orientation E-W. Filled
with C72.
Light, greyish brown, soft silty clay
with occasional sub-angular fine and
medium pebbles. Fill of C61.
Sub-circular, stake-hole with
rounded corners, break of slope top
N,E,W,NE,SE sharp and S,SW,NW
imperceptible. Break of slope base
imperceptible, base sub-circular and
pointed. Oritentated N-S top N of base.
Fill C60. In base of pit C47.
Light, greyish white, friable, clayey silt
with moderate, medium, rounded pebbles and medium charcoal. Fill of C65.
Mid, greyish black, firm, clayey silt with
occasional, coarse, sub-angular and
rounded pebbles and moderate, medium
sub-angular and sub-rounded stones.
Frequent flecks and large charcoal. Over
C64.
Light, greyish brown, soft, clayey silt
with occasional, fine, sub-rounded
pebbles and moderate, coarse, rounded
pebbles and moderate, medium, subangular and rounded stones. Moderate
small charcoal and occasional medium
charcoal. Fill of C65.
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Dimensions

65

Cut of pit

0.86x0.51x0.19

66

Fill of stake-hole 0.05x0.05x0.08
C67

67

Stake-hole cut

68

Fill of stake-hole 0.08x0.07x0.12
C69

69

Stake-hole cut

0.08x0.07x0.12

73

Fill of ditch C74

3.50x2.20x0.28

74

Ditch cut

3.50x2.20x0.28

75

Poss. stake-hole
fill

0.07x0.04x0.11

76

Poss. stake-hole
cut

0.07x0.04x0.11

77

Fill of poss.
stake-hole C78

0.10x0.10x0.32

78

Poss. stake-hole
cut

0.10x0.10x0.32

0.05x0.05x0.08

Description

Samples

Sub-rectangular pit with rounded
corners on N, S, W and square on E.
Break of slope top sharp N, E, gradual
S, imperceptible W. Sides irregular and
steep S, E, gentle, smooth N, vertical,
irregular W. Break of slope base gradual
N, S, E imperceptible W. Base oval. Fills
C62, C64, C63.
Light, greyish brown, soft sandy silt
with occasional, fine angular pebbles
and occasional, charcoal flecks. Fill of
C67.
Sub-circular cut with rounded corners
and sharp brak of slope top. Sides vertical and smooth. Sharp break of slope
base. Base circular, tapered point. Fill
C66.
Mid , brown, soft, sandy silt with occasional fine and medium angular pebbles
and occasional small charcoal and moderate flecks of charcoal. Fill of C69.
Sub-circular cut with rounded corners
and sharp break of slope top. Sides vertical and smooth N, E steep and irregular
S, W. Break of slope imperceptible. Base
sub-circular, tapered point. Top S of
base. Orientated N-S. Fill C68.
Mid, brown, friable silt with occasional
sub-rounded fine pebbles angular pebbles and moderate sub-angular medium
pebbles. Fill of C74.
Linear, cut with gradual break of slope
top and gentle, concave sides. Break
of slope base imperceptible. Base flat.
Orientated NW-SE. Fill C73. Continues into N and E baulks beyond area of
excavation.
Mid, greyish black, soft, clayey silt with
moderate, fine, sub-angular and subrounded pebbles and occasional flecks
of charcoal. Fill of C76.
Irregular stake-hole cut with rounded
corners and sharp break of slope top.
Sides vertical and smooth N, S, E and
vertical stepped W. Break of slope base
sharp. Base circular and pointed. Orientated E-W. Fill C75.
Mid, brownish grey, soft, sandy silt with CS18
occasional, fine, sub-angular pebbles
and occasional charcoal flecks.
Circular stake-hole, rounded corners,
sharp break of slope top. Sides smooth
and steep N, S, vertical, steep E, W. Top
S of base. Fill C77.
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Dimensions

79

Fill of stake-hole 0.12x0.07x0.08
C81

80

Fill of stake-hole 0.012x0.07x0.08
C81

81

Stake-hole cut

0.12x0.07x0.16

82

Fill of hollow
C89

3.00x2.20x?

83

Fill of pit C91

0.50x0.40x0.37

84

Fill of pit C85

0.87x0.76x0.10

85

Pit cut

0.87x0.76x0.10

86

Fill of poss.
stake-hole C87

0.09x0.08x0.13

87

Poss. stake-hole
cut

0.09x0.08x0.13

88

Metalled surface

1.50x1.10x0.02

89

Hollow

3.40x2.70x0.17

90

Base fill of pit
C91

0.15x0.15x0.05

Description
Mid, greyish brown, soft, silty clay with
occasional, angular, fine pebbles and
small charcoal and moderate flecks of
charcoal. Over C80.
Light, yellowish brown, soft, silty clay
with occasional, fine, angular pebbles
and occasional charcoal flecks. Under
C79, in C81.
Sub-rectangular, cut with rounded corners and sharp break of slope top. Sides
vertical and smooth. Base sub-rectangular and tapered point. Orientated E-W.
Fill C79 and C80.
Mottled, light and mid grey, friable, sandy silt with moderate, fine,
sub-rounded sandstone pebbles and
frequent, medium, sub-rounded and
sub-angular pebbles at base. Occasional
charcoal flecks. Over C89.
Dark black, soft, silty sand with
frequent, fine, medium, coarse, subangular pebbles and frequent small
and medium angular and sub-angular
stones. Over C90.
Dark, greyish black, very soft, clayey silt
with frequent small, medium and large,
angular, sub-angular, sub-rounded,
rounded stones. Frequent medium, large
charcoal and moderate small, flecks
charcoal. Fill of C85.
Oval, pit with rounded corners and
gradual break of slope top on S, E, W
and inperceptible on N. Sides gentle
and irregular. Base irregular. Orientated
E-W. Fill C84.
Light, pinkinsh grey, friable, sandy silt
with occasional, medium and coarse
angular pebbles and moderate, fine, angular pebbles. Moderate flecks charcoal
and occasional small charcoal. Fill of
C87.
Oval, stake-hole cut with rounded corners and sharp break of slope top. Sides
vertical and smooth. Base oval, tapered
point. Orientation E-W. Fill C86.
Small compacted stones. Filled a hollow
C89, possibly cut by C104.
Irregular depression with gradual break
of slope top and base. Irregular base. Fill
C88 and C82.
Mid, brownish grey, soft, sandy silt.
Under C83, over C91.
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Dimensions

91

Cut of pit

0.50x0.40x0.37

92

Deposit

1.30x0.60x0.03

93

Burnt mound
spread

10x9xdepth??

95

Spread

2.62x2.42x0.27

96

Deposit

3.00x1.10x0.05

98

Burnt mound
spread

2.65x?x0.40

99

Burnt mound
spread

0.75x?x0.16

100

Burnt mound
spread

2.20x?x0.21

101

Burnt mound
spread

1.47x?x0.19

102

Cut of pit

2.15x1.46x0.48

Description

Samples

Irregular, pit with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Sides steep
and concave N, vertical and undercut S,
moderate and irregular E and vertical,
irregular W. Base of slope base gradual
N, E and sharp S, W. Base sub-circular
and concave. Top N of base. Orientated
E-W. Fills C90 and C83.
Dark greyish, black, friable silty sand
SS24
with moderate fine, sub-angular pebbles
and occasional medium sub-angular
pebbles. Frequent flecks and small charcoal. Over C95.
Dark, brownish, black stoney sandy
SS25
silt with frequent fine, medium and
coarse angular pebbles and moderate,
angular, small stones and occasional,
angular, medium stones. Frequent flecks
and small charcoal. Under C95 and in
C102, C103 and C105.
Mid, brownish grey, stony sand with fre- SS26
quent medium and coarse, angular pebbles and angular, small stones. Found
in centre of burnt mound in shallow
depression. Over C93. Under C92
Mid, brown, very soft silt with occasional, medium, sub-angular stones and
iron panning. Natural variation in the
natural. Cut by pit C24 on E side.
Light, brownish grey, friable sandy silt
with frequent angular fine, medium and
coarse pebbles and moderate angular
small stones. Occasional charcoal flecks.
Found on W side of mound. Over
lapped by C99 and C92 on E end.
Clast stones with some light, grey silt
with moderate, coarse, angular pebbles
and small, angular stones. Over C98.
Mid greyish, brown, friable sandy silt
with frequent fine, medium and coarse
angular pebbles and moderate, angular
small stones and occasional flecks of
charcoal. At E side of burnt mound and
over lapped at W side by C93. Probably
same as C98.
Brownish, grey, friable, sandy silt with
frequent fine, medium and coarse pebbles and occasional small stones and
flecks of charcoal. Found at E extreme
of burnt mound, overlies C100 at E side.
Sub-rectangular pit with rounded
corners and sharp break of slope top.
Sides NE, SW steep and smooth, NW,
SE steep and irregular. Base sub-rectangular and flat. Orientated NW-SE. Fill
C93.
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Dimensions

103

Cut of pit

1.80x1.10x0.53

104

Cut of pit

1.30x1.20x0.47

105

Cut of pit

1.70x1.40x0.35

106

Fill of hearth

2.00x1.20x0.12

109

Fill of post-hole
C110

0.50x0.36x0.40

110

Post-hole cut

0.60x0.55x0.45

111

Deposit

2.40x1.60x0.20

112

Deposit

4.20x2.60x0.30

113

Fill of stake-hole
C114
Stake-hole cut
0.08x0.07x0.18

114

115

Fill of stake-hole
C116

Description

Samples

Sub-rectangular pit with rounded corners. Break of slope E, W sharp. Sides
vertical and smooth on NE, NW, SE
and steep and irregular SW. Break of
slope base sharp. Base sub-rectangular
and flat except in SE where there is a
0.10m slot along the edge. Orientation
NW-SE. Fill C93.
Sub-circular, pit with rounded corners
SS27
and sharp break of slope top on N,
E, gradual S, imperceptible W. Sides
vertical, concave N, gentle, smooth S,
vertical, stepped, irregular W, vertical
smooth E. Base sub-rectangular, tapered
point. Orientated N-S. Fill C168.
Sub-circular pit with rounded corners
and gradual break of slope top. Sides
gentle and smooth E, W, moderate and
smooth S. Truncated on N. Base subcircular and flat. Orientated NW-SE.
Fill C93.
Dark, greyish black, firm, silty clay with
moderate, medium, sub-rounded pebbles and moderate charcoal flecks. Over
C164.
Mid, greyish brown, friable, sandy silt
with frequent fine and medium angular
pebbles and moderate, coarse, angular pebbles and occasional small and
medium angular stones. Moderate small
and flecks of charcoal and occasional
medium charcoal. Over C118, under
C93.
Oval, cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top and vertical irregular sides. Base sub-circular and flat.
Orientation NW-SE. Fills C109, C118
and C93.
Mid, pink, hard, sandy silt with moderate sub-rounded medium pebbles and
occasional sub-angular small stones. Cut
by pit C110 and over C112 on NE side.
Mottled, light pink and yellow, hard, silt
with occasional medium, sub-angular
pebbles and many worm casts. Under
C111 over C2.
Dark brown, silty clay.
Circular cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Sides vertical
and smooth. Base circular, pointed. Fill
C113.
Dark brown, silty clay.
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Dimensions

116

Stake-hole cut

0.06x0.05x0.15

118

Fill of post-hole
C110

0.40x0.24x0.25

119

Fill of stake-hole
C120
Stake-hole cut
0.07x0.07x0.07

120

122
123

124
125

126
127

128

Fill of stake-hole
C123
Stake-hole cut
0.13x0.12x0.13

Fill of stake-hole
C125
Stake-hole cut
0.19x0.07x0.10

Fill of stake-hole
C127
Stake-hole cut
0.13x0.10x0.10

Fill of stake-hole
C129

Description

Samples

Circular cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Sides vertical
and smooth. Break of slope base sharp.
Base circular, pointed. Fill C116.
Light, greyish pink, stiff, silty clay with
occasional coarse, angular pebbles and
occasional small and medium angular
stones and one large (0.30) stone. Occasional flecks and small charcoal. Under
C109, in C110. On N side of cut.
Grey silty clay.
Oval cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. S, E sides missing. N, W vertical and smooth. Break
of slope base sharp. Base oval, tapered
rounded point. Top S of base. Orientated N-S. Fill C119. In original ground
level outside N corner of C102.
Grey silty clay.
Sub-rectangular cut with rounded corners on E, W and square on N, S. Sharp
break of slope top. Sides S missing, W
top part missing. N, W, E vertical and
smooth. Break of slope base sharp. Base
sub-rectangular, concave. Top S of base.
Orientated N-S. Fill C122. In original
ground level outside N corner of C102.
Grey silty clay.
Irregular cut with rounded corners on
N, S, W and square on E. Sharp break
of slope top on E, W, gradual on S and
imperceptible on N. N side partially
missing truncated by C127. S, E vertical
and smooth, W gentle and smooth. Base
circular, tapered rounded point. Fill
C124. In original ground level outside
N corner of C102.
Grey silty clay.
Oval cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. S side missing, N vertical, irregular, E, W vertical, smooth. Break of slope base sharp.
Base sub-rectangular, concave. Top N
of base. Orientated N-S. Fill C126. In
original ground level outside N corner
of C102.
Grey silty clay.
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Dimensions

129

Stake-hole cut

130

Fill of stake-hole
C131

131

Stake-hole cut

132

Fill of stake-hole
C133
Stake-hole cut
0.08x0.04x0.08

133

134
135

136

Stake-hole fill of
C135
Stake-hole cut

0.10x0.08x0.09

0.06x0.05x0.10

0.12x0.09x0.18

137

Fill of stake-hole
C137
Stake-hole cut
0.15x0.15x0.28

138

Stake-hole cut

139

Fill of stake-hole
C140

0.05x0.05x0.11

Description

Samples

Oval cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. S, E sides missing. N, W vertical, irregular. Break of
slope base sharp. Base circular, tapered
rounded point. Top S of base. Orientated N-S. Fill C128. In original ground
level outside N corner of C102.
Light, pinkish grey, friable, sandy silt
with frequent, fine, angular pebbles and
occasional, medium angular pebbles.
Fill of C131.
Oval cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top on N, E, W and
gradual on S. Break of slope base sharp.
Base irregular, tapered point. Top W of
base. Orientated E-W. Within pit cut
C110. Fill C130.
Mid, greyish black, sandy silt with occasional flecks of charcoal.
Sub-rectangular cut with rounded
corners NE, SE and square corners NW,
SW. Break of slope top sharp. Sides vertical and smooth. Base sub-rectangular,
concave. Orientation E-W. Fill C132.
Grey silty clay.
Oval cut with rounded corners and
gradual break of slope top on N, imperceptible on W. Sides steep and smooth
N, vertical and irregular S, vertical
stepped W. The south eastern side is
missing. Base oval, tapered rounded
point. Top W of base. Orientated E-W.
Fill C134. In original ground level outside W corner of C102.
Grey silty clay.
Irregular cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. E side missing. Sides vertical and irregular N, steep
and undercut S and steep and stepped
W. Gradual break of slope base. Base
sub-rectangular, tapered point. Top east
of base. Orientated E-W. Fill C136. In
original ground level outside W corner
of C102.
Oval cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Sides vertical
and smooth. Break of slope base imperceptible. Base circular, pointed. Top N
of base. Orientated NW-SE. Adjacent to
C110. Fill C167.
Grey silty clay.
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Dimensions

140

Stake-hole cut

141

Fill of stake-hole
C142
Stake-hole cut
0.05x0.05x0.015

142

143

0.23x0.18x0.41

144

Fill of stake-hole 0.10x0.09x0.16
C144
Stake-hole cut
0.10x0.09x0.16

145

Stake-hole cut

0.09x0.08x0.10

146

Stake-hole cut

0.07x0.06x0.17

147

Stake-hole cut

0.10x0.10x0.22

148

Stake-hole cut

0.06x0.05x0.10

149

Stake-hole cut

0.04x0.03x0.09

150

Stake-hole cut

0.05x0.04x0.07

152

Stake-hole cut

0.08x0.09x0.12

Description

Samples

Sub-circular cut with rounded corners
and gradual break of slope top. E side
missing. N steep and irregular, S steep
and smooth, W vertical and irregular.
Base oval, tapered rounded point. Fill
C139. In original ground level outside
W corner of C102.
Mid, greyish, black silt.
Circular cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Sides vertical
and smooth. Sharp break of slope base.
Base circular, tapered point. Fill C141.
Grey silty clay.
Oval cut with sharp break of slope top.
Sides vertical and smooth N, steep and
smooth S, E, W. Break of slope base
sharp. Base oval, tapered point. Orientation E-W. Fill C143. In base of W
corner of C102..
Probably not bottomed. Oval cut with
rounded corners and sharp break of
slope top. Sides vertical and smooth.
Base circular, pointed. Top N of base.
Orientated N-S. Along base of SE side
of C102. Fill C175.
Probably not bottomed. Oval cut with
rounded corners and sharp break of
slope top. Sides vertical and smooth.
Sub-circular flat base. Top E of base.
Orientated N-S. Along base of SE side
of C102. Fill C176.
Probably not bottomed. Oval cut with
rounded corners. Sides vertical and
smooth. Base circular, pointed. Top E of
base. Orientated E-W. Along base of SE
side of C102. Fill C177.
Probably not bottomed. Rounded corners. Sides vertical, smooth on S, E, W
and steep, smooth on N. Base sub-circular, flat. Top N of base. Orientated N-S.
In base of E corner of C102. Fill C178.
Possible stake-hole in side of C102.
Oval cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Straight sides.
Circular pointed base. Orientated E-W.
Fill C179.
Probably not bottomed. Oval cut,
rounded corners, sharp break of slope
top. Base circular, pointed. In base of E
corner of C102. Fill C180.
Sub-rectangular cut with square corners
and sharp break of slope top. Sides vertical and smooth. SW side missing. Base
sub-rectangular and flat. Fill C184.
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Dimensions

153

Poss. stake-hole
cut

0.05x0.03x0.06

154

Stake-hole cut

0.04 diamx0.09

155

Stake-hole cut

0.04 diamx0.17

156

Stake-hole cut

0.04 diamx0.10

161

Stake-hole cut

0.12x0.10x0.17

162

Stake-hole cut

0.13x0.08x0.15

163

Stake-hole cut

0.15x0.08x0.13

164

Hearth

1.50x1.10x0.05

165

Stake-hole cut

0.05x0.03x0.10

166

Stake-hole cut

0.04x0.04x0.07

167

Fill of stake-hole
C138

168

Fill of pit C104

169

Fill of stake-hole
C163
Fill of stake-hole
C162
Fill of stake-hole
C161

170
171

1.30x1.20x0.47

Description

Samples

Oval, cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Sides vertical
and smooth. Base oval and flat. Orientated E-W. Pebble at base. Probable not
a stake-hole. Fill C183.
Seen in SW side of pit C103 in vertical
section. Filled with C172.
Seen in SW side of pit C103 in vertical
section. Filled with C173.
Seen in SW side of pit C103 in vertical
section. Filled with C174.
Oval cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Sides steep and
smooth. Break of slope base gradual.
Base oval, tapered point. Fill C171. In
base of W corner of C102.
Sub-circular cut with rounded corners
on E, W square on N, S. Sides steep and
smooth. Break of slope base gradual.
Base oval, tapered rounded point. Orientated E-W. Fill C170. In base of W
corner of C102.
Oval cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Sides vertical
and smooth N, S and steep and smooth
E, W. Gradual break of slope base. Base
gradual, tapered point. Orientated E-W.
Fill C169. In base of W corner of C102.
Dark red scorched natural C2. Under C106. Excavated in test area only.
0.05m deep and fades to dark pink.
Probably not bottomed. Oval cut with
rounded cornerd and sharp break of
slope top. Sides vertical N, S and steep
E, W. Circular pointed base. Along base
of E side of C102. Fill C181.
Probably not bottomed. Oval cut with
rounded corners and sharp break of
slope top. Sides vertical, smooth W, W
and steep, smooth N, S. Base circular,
pointed. Orientated E-W. Along base of
E side of C102. Fill C182.
Light, pinkish, friable, sandy silt with
frequent, fine, angular pebbles and occasional, medium angular pebbles. Fill
of C138.
Light, grey, frim silty clay with frequent, small, medium and large angular,
sub-angular, sub-rounded and rounded
stones. Occasional small, medium and
charcoal flecks. Fill of C104.
Grey silty clay.
Grey silty clay.
Grey silty clay.
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172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186

187
188

189
190

191
192

193
194
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Dimensions

Fill of stake-hole
C154
Fill of stake-hole
C155
Fill of stake-hole
C156
Fill of stake-hole
C145
Fill of stake-hole
C146
Fill of stake-hole
C147
Fill of stake-hole
C148
Fill of stake-hole
C149
Fill of stake-hole
C150
Fill of stake-hole
C165
Fill of stake-hole
C166
Fill of stake-hole
C153
Fill of stake-hole
C152
Fill of stake-hole
C186
Stake-hole cut
0.05x0.05x0.07

Fill of stake-hole
C188.
Stake-hole cut
0.07x0.06x0.08

Fill of stake-hole
C190
Stake-hole cut
0.07x0.05x0.045

Fill of stake-hole
C192
Stake-hole cut
0.07x0.05x0.07

Fill of stake-hole
C194
Stake-hole cut
0.07x0.04x0.06

Description

Samples

Mid, grey silt.
Mid, grey silt.
Mid, grey silt.
Grey silty clay.
Grey silty clay.
Grey silty clay.
Grey silty clay.
Grey silty clay.
Grey silty clay.
Grey silty clay.
Grey silty clay.
Grey silty clay.
Grey silty clay. 2 possible packing stones
on NE and SE.
Mid brownish, grey silty clay.
Circular cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Sides steep and
smooth. Base circular and pointed. Fill
C185.
Mid brownish, grey sandy silt.
Oval cut with rounded corners, sharp
break of slope top. Sides steep, smooth.
Base tapered, blunt point. Top W of
base. Fill C187.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with rounded corners and
shrap break of slope top. Sides steep and
smooth. Base tapered blunt point. Top
NW of base. Fill C189.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Sub-rectangular cut with rounded corners and sharp break of slope top. Sides
vertical and smooth. Base blunt point.
Fill C191.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Circular cut with rounded corners. S
side missing others steep and smooth.
Base tapered point. Fill C193.

Permalink: http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e0078-fermoy-co-cork/

48

05E0078

Context No.
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208

209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
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Dimensions

Fill of stake-hole
C196
Stake-hole cut
0.065diamx0.09
Fill of stake-hole
C198
Stake-hole cut
0.07x0.04x0.05
Fill of stake-hole
C200
Poss. stake-hole 0.05x0.06x0.03
cut
Fill of stake-hole
C202
Stake-hole cut
0.06x0.06x0.04
Fill of stake-hole
C204
Stake-hole cut
0.08x0.05x0.05
Fill of stake-hole
C206
Stake-hole cut
0.06x0.035x0.09
Fill of stake-hole
C208
Poss. stake-hole 0.08x0.07x0.06
cut
Fill of stake-hole
C210
Stake-hole cut
0.07x0.06x0.06
Fill of stake-hole
C212
Stake-hole cut
0.08x0.07x0.05
Fill of stake-hole
C214
Stake-hole cut
0.08x0.07x0.10
Fill of stake-hole
C216
Stake-hole cut
0.19x0.11x0.12

Description

Samples

Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Circular cut with rounded corners and
sharp break of slope top. Sides almost
vertical. Base blunt point. Fill C195.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Sub-rectangular with rounded corners.
Sides steep and smooth. Base tapered
blunt point. Fill C197.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with rounded corners. Sides
steep and smooth. Base tapered blunt
point. Fill C199.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with sharp break of slope top.
Sides vertical and smooth. Base flat. Fill
C201.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with sharp break of slope top.
Sides almost vertical and smooth. Base
flat. Fill C203.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Sub-rectangular cut with sharp break of
slope top. Sides steep and smooth. Base
tapered blunt point. Fill C205.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with gradual break of slope
top. Sides moderate and smooth. Base
tapered blunt point. May be a stone
socket. Fill C207.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Sub-square cut with sharp break of slope
top. Sides almost vertical and smooth.
Base flat. Fill C209.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with sharp break of slope top.
Sides steep and smooth. Base tapered
blunt point. Fill C211.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with sharp break of slope base.
Sides steep and smooth. Base slightly
tapered blunt point. Fill C213.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Possibly 2 stakeholes. SE end 0.12 diam
x 0.12. steep smooth sides, blunt tapered
point. NW end 0.12 diam. Top NE of
base.
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217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
239
240
241
242

243
244

245
246
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Dimensions

Fill of stake-hole
C218
Stake-hole cut
0.06diamx0.09
Fill of stake-hole
C220
Poss. stake-hole 0.03diamx0.04
cut
Fill of stake-hole
C222
Stake-hole cut
0.04x0.03x0.03
Fill of stake-hole
C224
Stake-hole cut
0.05diamx0.07
Fill of stake-hole
C226
Stake-hole cut
0.07x0.05x0.09
Fill of stake-hole
C228
Poss. stake-hole 0.08x0.07x0.11
cut
Fill of stake-hole
C230
Stake-hole cut
0.04x0.03x0.05
Fill of stake-hole
C240
Stake-hole cut
0.035diamx0.09
Fill of stake-hole
C242
Stake-hole cut
0.03x0.04x0.09

Fill of stake-hole
C244
Poss. stake-hole 0.03x0.04x0.05
cut
Fill of stake-hole
C246
Stake-hole cut
0.06x0.05x0.15

Description

Samples

Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Circular cut with sharp break of slope
top and steep, smooth sides. Base tapered blunt point. Fill C217.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut, tapered point. Fill C219.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with sharp break of slope top.
Sides steep and smooth. Base square,
tapered point. Fill C221.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with sharp break of slope top.
Sides steep and smooth. Base blunt
tapered point. Fill C223.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with sharp break of slope top.
Sides steep and smooth. Base tapered
blunt point. Fill C225.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with tapered blunt point. Fill
C227.
Black charcoal stained on top, grey silt
on bottom.
Oval cut with sharp break of slope top
and steep smooth sides. Base tapered
blunt point.
Grey silty clay.
Possible not bottomed. Circular cut with
sharp break of slope top. Sides vertical
and smooth. Base flat. Fill C239.
Grey silty clay.
Possibly not bottomed. Circular cut
with sharp break of slope top. Sides
vertical and smooth. Base tapered point.
Fill C241.
Grey silty clay.
Possibly not bottomed. Circular cut
with sharp break of slope top. Sides
steep and smooth. Base tapered point.
Top NE of base. Fill C243.
Grey silty clay.
Possibly not bottomed. Circular cut
with sharp break of slope top. Sides
steep and smooth. Base unknown. Top
slightly SW of base. Fill C245.
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247
248
249
250

251
252
253
254

255
256

Type
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Dimensions

Fill of stake-hole
C248
Stake-hole cut
0.06x0.04x0.12
Fill of stake-hole
C250
Stake-hole cut
0.07diamx0.18

Fill of stake-hole
C252
Stake-hole cut
0.06x0.04x0.10
Fill of stake-hole
C254
Stake-hole cut
0.04x0.05x0.06

257

Stake-hole cut
Fill of stake-hole
C255
Fill of cut C258 0.52x0.44x0.12

258

Cut

0.52x0.44x0.12

259

Fill of pit C262

2.85x1.68x0.37

260

Fill of pit C262

0.62x0.31x0.09

261

Fill of pit C262

0.74x0.28x0.08

262

Pit cut

2.85x1.68x0.37

Description

Samples

Grey silty clay.
Not bottomed. Oval cut with sharp
break of slope top. Sides vertical and
smooth. Base unknown. Fill C247.
Grey silty clay.
Circular cut with sharp break of slope
top. Sides steep and smooth. Base
tapered point. Top slightly SE of base.
Fill C249.
Grey silty clay.
Oval cut with sharp break of slope top.
Sides vertical and smooth. Point tapered
blunt point. Fill C251.
Grey silty clay.
Circular cut with sharp break of slope
top. Sides steep and smooth. Base
tapered blunt point. Top SW of base.
Fill C253.
Not recorded
Not recorded
Mid greyish brown, soft, sandy silt with
occasional fine and medium sub-angular pebbles and occasiaonal small and
flecks of charcoal.
Sub-rounded pit with rounded corners
and gradual break of slope top and gentle smooth sides. Gradual break of slope
base. Base concave and sub-circular.
Orientated E-W. Fill 257.
Mid browninsh black, soft, sandy silt
with occasional sub-angular pebbles
and moderate sub-angular small to large
stones and moderate flecks, small and
medium charcoal. Included sherds of
pottery and flint. Over 260.
Light greyish brown, soft, sandy clay
with moderate sub-rounded pebbles.
Under C259 over C261.
Dark greyish brown, soft, sandy clay
with moderate sub-angular medium
pebbles. Under C259 over C262.
Irregular cut with rounded corners and
gradual break of slope top. Sides gentle
and concave on E,W, gentle, stepped
on N and gentle smooth on S. Gradual
break of slope base. Base irregular and
concave. Orientated NW-SE. Fills
C261, C260, C259.
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05E0078:259:14
05E0078:259:15
05E0078:17:1
05E0078:22:1
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Type
Rim Sherd
Rim Sherd
Body Sherd
Rim Sherd
Fragment
Fragment
Fragment
Fragment
Fragment
Fragment
Fragment
Fragment
Chunk

Flint
Core
Charcoal
Metal
Ring
Flint
Flake

Material
Pottery
Pottery
Pottery
Pottery
Pottery
Pottery
Pottery
Pottery
Pottery
Pottery
Pottery
Pottery
Flint

Fresh

21

25

21

16

Natu- 29
ral
Fresh 39

5

7

12

Width (mm) Thickn. (mm)

Cond. Length (mm)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Complete

No

No

No

Retouch

Modern
possible bifacial production flake

on split pebble, 3 negative removal scars

Comment
Middle Neolithic Broad-rimmed Bowl
Middle Neolithic Globular Bowl
Middle Neolithic Broad-rimmed Bowl
Middle Neolithic Broad-rimmed Bowl
Middle Neolithic Broad-rimmed Bowl
Middle Neolithic Broad-rimmed Bowl
Middle Neolithic Broad-rimmed Bowl
Middle Neolithic Broad-rimmed Bowl
Middle Neolithic Broad-rimmed Bowl
Middle Neolithic Broad-rimmed Bowl
Middle Neolithic Broad-rimmed Bowl
Middle Neolithic Broad-rimmed Bowl

Fermoy, Co. Cork

Pit

Context
Pit
Pit
Pit
Pit
Pit
Pit
Pit
Pit
Pit
Pit
Pit
Pit
Pit

Find No.
05E0078:259:1
05E0078:259:2
05E0078:259:3
05E0078:259:4
05E0078:259:5
05E0078:259:6
05E0078:259:7
05E0078:259:8
05E0078:259:9
05E0078:259:10
05E0078:259:11
05E0078:259:12
05E0078:259:13

12.3 Appendix 3: Finds Register

05E0078
ISSUE 6: Eachtra Journal - ISSN 2009-2237

52

05E0078

12.4

Fermoy, Co. Cork

ISSUE 6: Eachtra Journal - ISSN 2009-2237

Appendix 4: Plant Remains Report by Penny Johnston
Charred plant remains from Fermoy Td., Co. Cork (05E0078)
By Penny Johnston

Introduction
This report details the analysis of charred seeds and plant remains from samples taken during excavation of a burnt mound and two pits found at Fermoy Td., Co. Cork.
Methodology
The samples were collected on site as bulk soil and were processed using a simple flotation method.
Each sample was saturated in water to allow carbonised plant material to float; this “flot” (the floating
material) was then poured into a stack of geological sieves and trapped in the sieve meshes (the smallest measured 250µm). When all the carbonised material was collected the flot was then air-dried in
paper-lined drying trays prior to storage in airtight plastic bags. All the samples were initially scanned
under low magnification (using a binocular microscope with magnification x10 to x40) to identify the
samples with most potential for analysis, the scanning results are listed in Table 1. None of the samples
contained the remains of charred seeds.
Results
Thirteen samples were scanned for charred plant remains. Although all the samples contained charcoal
no charred seeds were recovered from the site. Charred seeds are consistently absent from burnt mound
deposits and while the debate rages regarding the function of these sites, plant remains studies can only
contribute a negative; they were evidently never involved in the processing of cereal foods.
Non-Technical Summary
This report examined the plant remains taken from a burnt mound excavated at Fermoy Td., Co.
Cork. There were no plant remains in the samples, an absence that is consistent in samples of charred
remains from burnt mounds.
Penny Johnston
Thursday, 15 December 2005
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Table 1: Scanning results for Soil Samples from Fermoy Td., Co. Cork (05E0078)
Context
16
22
26
29
30
31
63
79
80
83
84
92
109

S.S. No.
2
5
3
4
7
6
16
19
20
23
22
24
29

Fraction Scanned
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
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Weeds

Charcoal
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

54

05E0078

12.5

Fermoy, Co. Cork

ISSUE 6: Eachtra Journal - ISSN 2009-2237

Appendix 5: Pottery Report By Helen Roche and Eoin Grogan
Pottery Report for Fermoy, Co. Cork - (05E0078)
By: Helen Roche and Eoin Grogan

Summary
This small assemblage consists of three rimsherds, a bodysherd and eight fragments that represent the remains
of three Middle Neolithic globular bowls (c. 3500-3000 BC). The sherds, along with two fragments of flint,
were found in the upper fill of pit C.262, located c. 40m south of the fulacht fiadh.
Vessels 1 and 2 represent globular bowls of the broad-rimmed variety as classified by Herity in 1982
and were previously referred to as ‘Dundrum bowls’ (Case 1961, 192-3). These are generally deep hemispherical bowls with a broad flat, or gently curved rim and a short, frequently constricted (cavetto),
neck. The rim top has a pronounced outward slope that project over the wall of the pot. Decoration
is common on the rim top but less so on the remainder of the pot.
While they are found in a wide variety of contexts the majority of this pottery type has come from
domestic contexts, with their distribution largely confined to south-east Ulster and north Leinster, for
example, Ballyreagh, Co. Fermanagh (Davies 1942), Goodland, Co. Antrim (Case 1961, fig. 15.1),
Ballyalton, Co. Down (Evans and Davies 1934; Herity 1982, fig. 43.2), Dalkey Island Site 5, Co.
Dublin (Liversage 1968, 67-8, pl. 2.p26, p27; Herity 1982, fig. 66.2), Knowth, Co. Meath (Eogan and
Roche 1997, 75-7, figs 16.V 11, 17. V 17), and Townleyhall 2, Co. Louth (Eogan 1963, 51-2, Pot 3,
fig. 6). Although not common in the region under discussion, examples have been found to the west
at Lough Gur, Co. Limerick (Ó Ríordáin 1954: ‘Class 1a’). The form and ladder pattern decoration
on a bowl from Linkardstown, Co. Carlow (Raftery 1944; Herity 1982, 295-6, 304, fig. 18), can be
compared to vessels 1 and 2 from the Fermoy site. There are also similarities to a bowl from Dalkey
Island, Co. Dublin (Herity 1982, 364-5, 387, fig. 66).
Vessel 3 from the Fermoy site represents a simple globular bowl with a flat slightly outwardly expanded
rim, classified as ‘Sandhills Ware’ and ‘Goodland bowls’ by Case in 1961 and as ‘globular bowls’ by
Herity in 1982. The distribution of vessels of this type is largely concentrated in east Ulster and especially in counties Antrim, Tyrone and Derry but there are examples from the region at Ballyalton,
Dundrum Sandhills and the court tomb at Clontygora, Co. Armagh (Davies and Patterson 1936/37),
and they have a wide range of associations with other decorated pottery types. Most are decorated,
which is frequently confined to the upper part of the vessel. The simple rim form of Vessel 3 shows
certain similarities to vessels from Carnduff, Co. Antrim (Herity 1982, 330-1, 343, fig. 42:10), and
from Ballyedmond, Co. Down (Herity 1982, 335, 348 fig. 47:2).
The small assemblage from Fermoy provides an important contribution to the limited corpus of Mid-
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dle Neolithic pottery in the south of the country. Little detailed research has been carried out on the
chronology or origins of Middle Neolithic hemispherical bowls but their chronological association
with carinated bowls demonstrates that this form of vessel emerged sometime after 3500 BC and that
both types were in contemporary use during the period c. 3500-3000 BC (Eogan and Roche 1997,
51-100).
Catalogue
Context numbers are in bold.
Broad–rimmed bowls
Vessel 1. A rimsherd 259:1, a bodysherd 259:3 and three fragments 259:8, 11, 12.
T-headed rim with a slight cavetto neck, the interior edge of the rim is missing. Thick-walled porous
fabric, slightly soapy or paste-like to touch and with a low to moderate content of inclusions (≤ 3.1mm).
Evidence for weathering is visible on the surfaces and on the sherd breaks. Traces of fire blackening are
present on the exterior of the rim. The rim is decorated with narrow bands of fine circumferential and
vertical lines forming a ladder pattern. Colour: orange throughout with blackening on the exterior
surface. Thickness: 10.1-12.9mm.
Vessel 2. Rim fragment 259:4 and five fragments 259:5-7, 9, 10.
Portion of the interior area of a T-headed rim. Poor quality, porous fabric, slightly soapy or paste-like
to touch and with a low to moderate content of inclusions (≤ 2.9mm). Evidence for weathering is visible on the surfaces and on the sherd breaks. The surviving decoration on the rim consists of bands
of horizontal and vertical incised lines forming a ladder pattern, short oblique strokes are present on
the inner edge of the rim. Colour: orange exterior surface with a grey-black interior surface and core.
Thickness: 8.2-10.2mm.
Globular Bowl
Vessel 3. Rim fragment 259:2.
Flat rim with slight outward expansion. Poor quality, thin-walled weathered fabric, slightly soapy or
paste-like to touch and with a low content of inclusions (≤ 2.5mm). There is no visible evidence for
decoration. Colour: orange throughout. Thickness: 8.1mm.
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12.6 Appendix 6: Lithics Report by Farina Sternke
Lithics Finds Report for 05E0078 – N8 Rathcormac-Fermoy Bypass
By: Farina Sternke
The lithic assemblage from Fermoy Townland consists of three flints.
Condition:
The flint 05E0078:259:13 is a natural chunk, while 05E0078:259:14 and 05E0078:22:1 are in fresh
worked condition.
Technology:
The knapped assemblage consists of one core (05E0078:259:14) and one flake (05E0078:22:1). The
core was produced on a split pebble and at least three flakes were removed from one end. The flake was
produced as part of a bifacial reduction method, i.e. as part of a bifacial core, probably a discoid. It is
unretouched.
Dating:
None of the lithics is diagnostic as regards their dating, but 05E0078:259:14 was recovered together
with 12 sherds of Middle Neolithic pottery.
Interpretation:
Both flints represent waste products from lithic reduction. The core (05E0078:259:14) was deposited in
a pit together with 12 sherds of Middle Neolithic pottery which probably can be interpreted as waste.
The flake (05E0078:22:1) found in a pit adjacent to a fulacht fiadh can be interpreted in a similar
way.
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Appendix 7: Summary account of site archive
Type
Contexts

Description

Quantity
262

Plans

1:100 plan (sheets)
1:50 plan (sheets)
1:20 plan (sheets)
1:20 sections and profiles (Sheets)

33

Sections
Matrices
Photographs
Registers

38
1
180
1
1
1
1
1

Context
Photograph
Drawing
Finds
Samples

12.8 Appendix 8: Dissemination Strategy
Fermoy 05E0078
Publications
Excavations 2005
NRA publication

12.9

Text submitted January 2006
Text submitted February 2006

Appendix 9: Programme Schedule Dates & Deliveries

Fermoy Townsland 05E0078
Phase 1 Monitoring
Phase 2 resolution
Phase 3 post-excavation
Interim Excavation Report
Final Excavation Report
Publications
Excavations 2005
NRA Monography

January-March 2005
Duration of excavation 26th Jan-25th Feb 2005 & 14th-16th Mar 2005
Report submitted to Cork County Council December 2005
Report submitted to Cork County Council April 2006
Summary submitted January 2006
Summary submitted to Cork County Council February 2006
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