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Summary
This report presents an analysis of the individual structures and the historical and social 
background of a farmstead which was excavated at Lavally between March and April 
2008. The complex of three buildings represents a mid19th–century farmstead likely to 
have been constructed by a tenant farmer of the Lavally Estate in post-famine times. The 
farmstead was probably abandoned in the earlier half of the 20th century.

Townland Lavally
Parish Kileely
Barony Dunkellin
County Galway
Ministerial Order Number A045
E Number E3869
Ordnance Survey Map Sheet GA95
National Grid Reference 1464340/221678
Elevation 14m
Site Type Tenant farm
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1 Introduction
This report constitutes the final excavation report for an estate farmstead that included 
three buildings and a cobbled yard in the townland of Lavally, Co. Galway (Fig 1). The 
site was excavated as part of the archaeological excavation programme in advance of con-
struction for N18 Oranmore to Gort road scheme. The site was located within the lands 
acquired for the new road and was identified during the course of The Environmental 
Impact Assessment for the scheme. A survey of the dilapidated up-standing remains and 
hand excavation of a number of trenches during Phase 1 (E3709) investigations along the 
route confirmed the existence of at least two structures. The Phase 2 excavations revealed 
the presence of three buildings in all, a cobbled yard and a series of associated features. 

2 Background to the scheme
The N18 Oranmore to Gort (Glenbrack to Rathmorrissey) national road scheme was 
approved by An Bórd Pleanála on 7th June 2007. The development will consist of ap-
proximately 27.2 km of dual carriageway, and all associated works. The area of archaeo-
logical investigations lies within the footprint of the proposed scheme as defined by the 
Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) published by Galway County Council on 1st August 
2006. Eachtra Archaeological Projects was commissioned by Galway County Council to 
undertake Phase 1 archaeological testing and Phase 2 excavation of the archaeological 
sites directly affected by the proposed development.

3 Topography geology hydrology
The underlying geology in the surrounding area is Carboniferous limestone of the Bur-
ren and Tubber formations bordered by Namurian shales and sandstones to the west, in 
Clare, and Devonian old red sandstone to the east, in the Slieve Aughty uplands. Glacial 
till overlies the bedrock to varying depths (0–5 m) and the soils derived from the till are 
generally shallow brown earths. The topsoils are characteristically thin and dry but, en-
riched by the limestone parent material, support moderately good grass pastures. There 
are boulder fields and expanses of bedrock exposure typical of karst limestone country.

Turloughs and swallow holes are features of areas with an underlying limestone bed-
rock that enables the ground-water and water table to produce sometimes perplexing 
drainage systems. A large turlough is shown on the Ordnance Survey first edition map 
to the north of Lavally townland, which encompasses parts of the townlands of Moy-
veela and Ballinillaun (Fig 2). Two small lakes are also shown, namely Poulnakirka and 
Poulawartin. The turlough and lakes were fed by the Lavally river from the north-east. A 
river exits towards the sea at Clarinbridge from the south-west side of the turlough and is 
marked as the Clarin river. The river was later dredged and canalised and the area of the 
former turlough was divided into large regular fields.
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Figure	1:	 Discovery	series	Ordnance	Survey	map	showing	the	route	of	the	new	N18	Oranmore	to	Gort	road	and	the	
location	of	all	the	excavation	sites�	The	excavation	site	at	Lavally	is	highlighted�
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4 Methodology – research
The site-specific research consisted of a document search of the following resources for 
Co. Galway:
•	 National Inventory of Architectural Heritage
•	 Record of Monuments and Places of Co. Galway 1998
•	 Irish Wills Index 1484–1858
•	 Burial Records of Galway and Mayo pre-1901
•	 Griffith’s Valuation – ‘Primary Valuation of Tenements’ 1857
•	 1911 Census returns
•	 Cartographic and written sources (see opposite).

4.1 The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage
The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) records a representative sam-
ple of buildings and structures of architectural importance on a county by county basis. 
Inclusion in the NIAH does not automatically afford statutory protection, but does high-
light the importance of these structures in terms of their architectural and built heritage 
value. At present there is an NIAH produced for 20 complete counties in Ireland and also 
north Cork, east Cork and one each for Cork and Limerick Cities. The Phase 3 fieldwork 
for the NIAH for Co. Galway is currently being undertaken. In addition to the publica-
tions, the NIAH information can also be consulted online. Although the Phase 3 archi-
tectural survey has not yet been published for Galway, the Survey of Historic Gardens 
and Designed Landscapes can be viewed online for Galway.

4.2 Record of monuments and places for Co. Galway 
The Record of Monuments and Places is a list of archaeological sites whose precise location 
is known by the National Monuments Section of the Department of the Environment 
Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG). These archaeological sites can also include 
items of built heritage, such as medieval and post-medieval structures. The post-medieval 
period generally applies to sites which are post-1700s in date and can include items such 
as bridges, vernacular dwellings and period style country house. Files relating to these 
known sites are available for consultation in the Sites and Monuments Record, which pro-
vides detail of documentary sources and field inspections where these have taken place.

4.3 Irish Wills Index 1484–1858
The Irish Wills Index (1484–1858) is preserved in the National Archives of Ireland. The 
main records (not the indexes) were sent to the Principal Registry in the Four Courts, 
Dublin after 1858, where they were destroyed by a fire in 1922 (Byrne 2004, 327). Fortu-
nately, extracts from wills were compiled in the 19th century by Sir William Betham and 
an extensive collection of wills have also been assembled by the National Archives, cour-
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tesy of solicitors’ offices throughout the state (ibid). Unfortunately there was no relevant 
information recovered which related to Lavally Estate or the Lynches of Lavally.

4.5 Burial records of Galway and Mayo pre-1901
The burial records for Galway and Mayo were researched for the Lynch family. These bur-
ial records are limited and contain only 8,400 names covering the years from the mid-19th 
to the early 20th century. Only the Lynch-Blosse branch of the family of Cloonlagheen 
was recorded. They had lived there since 1678.

4.6 Griffith’s Valuation ‘Primary Valuation of Tenements’ 1857
Griffith’s Valuation is technically known as the Primary Valuation of Tenements and was 
completed in Ireland under the direction of Richard Griffith’s between 1847 and 1864. 
This nationwide survey was undertaken to assess payment of various local taxes by the 
people of Ireland. Tax was calculated based on the value of property occupied (Byrne 
2004, 140). These records are important as the 19th-century census in Ireland is thought 
to have been destroyed when the Public Records Office was burnt down, during the Civil 
War, in 1922. The Griffith’s Valuation is therefore a census substitute for mid19th-century 
Ireland in the years between the Great Famine and the beginning of civil registration in 
1864. Griffith’s Valuation of Co. Galway was undertaken in 1856 and published in 1857 
(ibid, 142).

4.7 1911 Census returns
The household returns and ancillary records for the censuses of Ireland of 1901 and 1911, 
which are in the custody of the National Archives of Ireland, represent an extremely 
valuable part of the Irish national heritage. Ireland is unusual among English-speaking 
census-taking countries in that our original household manuscript returns survive. These 
are the forms filled out and signed by the head of each household on census night. Most 
other countries only have enumerators’ books, where family details were transcribed by 
the person charged with collecting the census information.

The basic topographical divisions for the census are: County; District Electoral Divi-
sion; Townland or Street. This is a simple hierarchical structure which makes it easy to 
access any area in the country. For each townland/street, there are a number of original 
household returns, filled in and signed by heads of households, and three statistical re-
turns, dealing with religious denominations, classification of buildings, and out-offices 
and farm-steadings, filled out by the enumerator for that townland/street.
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4.8 Cartographic sources
The list of maps consulted is as follows:

•	 Taylor and Skinner’s road maps 1783
•	 Ordnance Survey first edition six-inch map 1838
•	 Griffiths Valuation map
•	 Ordnance Survey twenty five-inch map 1895
•	 Ordnance Survey second edition six-inch map 1929
•	 Record of Monuments and Places Map (Reduced Ordnance Survey six inch sec-

ond edition)

4.9 Written sources 
The Ordnance Survey Name Books, which were written in tandem with the survey for 
the first edition six-inch maps of 1841–2 (engraved 1844) provide information about 
townland names and other named features of architectural, archaeological and topo-
graphical importance, which appear on the first edition maps. The detail given on each 
subject appears to depend very much upon the recorders interest.

The Ordnance Survey Name books, Ordnance Survey Letters and Ordnance Survey 
Memoirs are three separate books that deal with similar subjects with a variation in de-
tail. The Ordnance Survey Letters give information on archaeological sites, local facts of 
interest and the weather but they are somewhat less detailed for the counties that were 
surveyed last. The Memoirs are similar to the letters but sometimes have more detailed 
information. The Memoirs only exist for some counties as the rest were destroyed in the 
Four Courts during the civil war. The entries are arranged by parish in all three books 
and in alphabetical order of each townland therein. 
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5 Historical background

5.1 Landscape in 17th to 19th-century Ireland
Ireland had been viewed by the English and French as a western annex long before the 
Tudor Plantations AD 1550–1700. Ireland underwent a complete transformation during 
the 17th century from a relatively weak economy based upon limited raw exports, a basic 
agrarian order and little technological innovation to a stronger, more structured economy, 
with technological and social advance. 

By the beginning of the 17th century the population was c. 1 million (Aalen et al 2000, 
67) and by 1785 it had doubled and trade had increased ten fold (Mitchell & Ryan 1998, 
327). Extensive road and canal building vastly improved the infrastructure and trade 
networks. 

The colonisation by the English state advanced Ireland into a commercial world in the 
north Atlantic, however, this was at the expense of all social classes of the Irish population. 
The native upper classes were ousted from their land and replaced by a British Protestant 
landed class. According to Aalen (2000, 67), ‘this landed class was able to play a pivotal 
role in the economic, political and social life of the country over the next two centuries.’  

The landed estates in Ireland were unique and were essentially components of one, 
large commercial system controlled by the English state. In order to quantify the land-
scape areas, the English began to map out the estates within each county. Such mapping 
included the Down Survey Barony maps of the 1650s. Each landed estate was funded by a 
rent paying tenantry who lived in basic dwellings around the fringes of the estates. Lavally 
was no exception, being planted by the landed class, namely the Lynch family, during the 
Cromwellian settlement. It is likely that the first tenant dwellings were simple botháns 
which were essentially crude cabins with mud and stone walls and a thatched roof. These 
were typically one roomed dwellings with no chimneys and instead the smoke from the 
hearth would rise through a hole in the thatched roof. It is likely that many such dwell-
ings had a short lifespan due to their poor materials and methods of construction. Many 
of these would have been abandoned during the famine years. 

After the improved harvests of the post-famine years it is likely that some reconstruc-
tion took place on the estates with new farm buildings being constructed to house the 
surviving population. The Griffith’s Valuation (1857) shows that seven fee paying tenant 
farmsteads occupied plots along the roadside to west and south of the Lavally Estate. 
Each tenant had a section of what appears to have been bog along the eastern bounds. 
The northern bounds contained the entrance to the estate house and appears to have been 
kept tenant free. It was common for the estate houses and their landed gentry to distance 
themselves from their poverty stricken working class tenants. However, it is clear that the 
estate, itself a commercial entity, could not have functioned without the tenant farmers 
and the latter would have perished without the estates.  
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The transformation of the economic, political and social system was biased in favour 
of the landed class and outside the demesne, the lodgings of the tenants remained at their 
former miserable level (Mitchell & Ryan 1998, 328). While the landed elite lived in the 
‘big house,’ the peasant farmers were only permitted to lease enough land to survive on 
and build simple dwellings. Initially the idea behind this was to ensure that no member 
of the native population would be in a position to build up ownership of amounts of land 
and potentially upset the English system in force. This position changed in the early 18th 
century with the evolution of middlemen who leased large blocks of land on long-term 
lease and sub-let small portions of them to tenant farmers, at increased rents.

Lavally has evolved from a typical 18th-century landscape where the ‘big house’ and 
wooded demesne was central to the local economy.

5.2 Place-name information
The prefix of the townland name Lavally derives from Leath or Leth meaning ‘half ’ or 
‘side’ (Flanagan & Flanagan 1994, 108–109). It often appears with the suffix baile, the 
normal term for the unit of land known as a townland. The term leth-baile signifies half 
of a landed estate unit and appears regularly in place-names as Lavally in counties Clare, 
Galway, Roscommon and Sligo (ibid, 109; Lloyd 1907, 202). It also appears as Levally in 
other counties as well as the use of leath in other instances such as Leath Inse, meaning 
‘half an island’ as in Lahinch, Co. Clare or Leath Ardán, indicating the ‘side of a plateau’ 
as in Lahardaun, Co. Mayo (ibid). 

Lavally is located in the parish of Kileely, in the Barony of Dunkellin, which covers an 
area of south-west Galway that includes Ardrahan, Clarinbridge, Craughwell and Oran-
more and has a coastline along Galway Bay.

5.3 The Lynches of Galway
It is possible to date the ancestors of the Lynches of Lavally back to at least the 14th cen-
tury in the City of Galway. The Lynches of Galway are of Anglo-Norman descent and 
derive their name from the Norman de Lench, similar to the Old English Linch, meaning 
‘hill’ (Spellissy 1999, 38).

The Lynches were Galway’s leading merchants, providing 84 mayors to the town be-
fore the Parliamentarian siege of 1651–2 (Spellissy 1999, 38). The late medieval home of 
the family is known as Lynch’s Castle (O’Dowd 2004, plate 17), which is located in the 
heart of Galway City. The castle faces onto modern day Shop Street and sides onto Abbey 
Street and is presently occupied by the Allied Irish Bank. 

5.4 The Lynches of Lavally
Following the Cromwellian settlement, the Lynch family were given lands in the barony 
of Dunkellin, including Lavally, as part of a move to replace the Catholic elite (including 



LavaLLy-E3869                                            http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e3869-lavally-co-galway/ 

9

the Lynches) of Galway city with Protestants loyal to Cromwell. Reddington (1911, 68) 
confirms the arrival of the Lynches at Lavally in the 17th century:

‘Leaning against the enclosure wall [of Toberbracken], but not built into it, is a stone 
slab with a beautifully carved inscription in high relief, dated 1645, to the memory of 
members of the family of Lynch, who resided at Lavally, a mile off, from early in the 17th 
century to the end of the 19th century’.

Reddington (ibid), continues to discuss another inscribed slab dedicated to the mem-
ory of the Lynches of Lavally:

‘About a mile north of the well [Toberbracken], at the entrance of the drive to Lavally 
house, stands the Laghtgal…..It is a high square pier, with an inscribed slab let in on the 
west side, and originally surmounted by a cross….This one is dated 1712 and the inscrip-
tion records the marriage and deaths of the Lynchs of Lavally from the date when they 
acquired the property’.

By the year 1820, the main branches of the Lynch family were located in Barna, 
Cartron, Clough, Drimcong, Duras, Galway, Lavally, Lydican, Merview, Moycullen and 
Rathglass (O’Dowd 2004, 38). In 1824 Matthew Lynch of Lavally is described as a resi-
dent proprietor in Co. Galway (NUIG, online). Lewis (1837, 648) mentions that Lavally 
is the residence of T. Lynch Esq and ‘several old monuments in the neighbourhood dur-
ing the three last centuries bear the names of members of this family’. Lewis (ibid) also 
mentions the private residences of N. Lynch of Barna and P.M. Lynch of Renmore. By 
1892, most of the Galway Lynch families had faded from history except those of Barna, 
Duras, Lavally and Merview (ibid, 39). 

5.5 Griffith’s Valuation of Tenements 
Thomas Lynch was still the landlord of Lavally (Ó Tuathaigh, 2009) in 1857 when the 
Griffith’s Valuation was published for County Galway (Griffith’s 1857, 109; Byrne 2004, 
142). The estate comprised of 410 acres with the land valued in total at £156 10s and the 
buildings at £28 5s, totalling £184 15s (Griffith’s 1857, 109). The estate house and associ-
ated buildings were valued at £20 alone indicating that the other seven houses leased by 
the tenants were valued at a total of £8. 5s (ibid). The low value dwellings of the fee paying 
tenants would indicate that they were simple structures of poor quality and were likely 
roofed with perishable materials.

The Griffith’s Valuation (1857, 109) (Fig 3) annotation of the first edition Ordnance 
Survey map shows that James Silk was the occupier of the farmstead at Lavally, that is 
the subject of this report. James Silk owned 16 acres and 2 roods of land valued at £7 and 
buildings to the value of £2 5s totalling a rateable valuation of £39 5s per annum. Com-
pared to James Burke in the plot to the south-east, James Silk had less land, but it had a 
higher value, indicating that his was of a better quality with higher expected yields. The 
Silk and Burke holdings, including the buildings, were the largest and were the closest in 
proximity to the estate house, perhaps indicating that although they were peasantry, they 
were strong farmers within their own class.
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Figure	3:	 Exerpt	from	the	Griffith	Valuation	map	which	is	an	annotated	version	of	the	Ordnance	Survey	
first	edition	map	showing	the	Silk’s	land-holding�

iSSUE 8: Eachtra JoUrnaL - iSSn 2009-2237 FinaL archaEoLogicaL Excavation rEport

10

Thomas Lynch is recorded as the owner of over 500 acres in the early 1870s (Ó Tu-
athaigh, 2009) indicating that he had increased the size of his estate by over 90 acres since 
the Griffith’s Valuation of 1857. However, the 1911 census indicates that the number of 
‘live-in’ tenants had reduced to only four families from a previous seven. Unfortunately, 
no information of land holding size is detailed in the census returns. According to Slater 
(1881, 49) Thomas Lynch of Lavally, Craughwell, is listed as a magistrate.

5.6 1911 Census
Delia Mullin is recorded as the owner of Lavally House (Ó Tuathaigh, 2009) and 54 acres 
of untenanted demesne land in 1906; however, on closer inspection of the 1911 census, 
this may be written as Selia Mullins. According to Blake (1913–14, 83) there was a Se-
lina who was the wife of Thomas Lynch who owned the estate some time in the late 19th 
century. This may simply be a coincidence and Selina and Selia may be different people. 
Neverthless, the fact that Selia is recorded as owning what appears to be the estate house 
and the immediate demesne only, would indicate that the tenanted land must have been 
sold off. The Form B1 indicates that the house was leased to Margaret McGormack in 
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1911, which indicates that although Selia Mullins still owned the house, she no longer 
resided at the house.

If we follow the family name Silk in the 1911 census, we can see that in Form A, 
that Andrew Silk was the landholder of the farmstead (Appendix 8, Fig 1). Therefore, 
it is likely that he purchased the land that he had previously leased. This was probably 
undertaken in the Landed Estates Court (1858–1879) (previously the encumbered Estates 
Court) under the Landlord and Tenant Act 1870. This would have been possible if the 
landlord and tenant agreed on a price for the land in question. The sale went through the 
courts and the landlord was paid one-third of the sale value by the former tenant and two-
thirds of the value by the Board of Works (Byrne 2004, 173 and 175). The former tenant 
repaid the loan to the Board of Works at 5% interest per annum over a 35 year period. The 
other three farmsteads in Lavally also appear to have been purchased by their tenants and 
the house itself, although still owned by Selia Mullins, was let to Margaret McGormack. 

The census Form A shows the members of the family who lived in the farmstead. 
Andrew Silk, aged 80, was the head of the household and lived in the dwelling house 
(building 1) with his brother William Silk, aged 68. They were both bachelors and were 
recorded as farmers. Interestingly, the census also gives social, religious and educational 
information indicating that both men were Roman Catholic, they could speak Irish and 
English and were able to read and write.

The ‘House and Building Return’ (Form B1) of the 1911 Census gives a little more 
information than the Griffith’s Valuation in terms of number of buildings within a hold-
ing, particulars of inhabited dwellings including, number of rooms, construction materi-
als including walls and roofing elements (Appendix 8, Fig 2). A class was also given to the 
dwellings and in the case of Lavally, the estate house is recorded as a first class dwelling 
and the four other dwellings in existence at the time were afforded second class status.

The dwelling inhabited by Andrew and William Silk is recorded as being built of 
stone with a roof of perishable material indicating wood and thatch. This would indicate 
why no roofing material was recovered during the excavation. There were two rooms in 
the house, which also concurs with the results of the excavation. Interestingly it indicates 
that there were three windows in the front elevation of the house. It is likely, given the 
larger size of the direct entry living area, that two windows lit this room and one lit the 
bedroom. 

The Form B2, describing out-offices and farm-steadings, indicates that the Silks had 
one stable and one cow house, which further concurs with the floor plans of the two out-
buildings recorded during the excavation (Appendix 8, Fig 3). The presence of a stable and 
corn stands would indicate that the Silks practised both arable and beef farming. These 
types of farming complemented each other well in that horse manure and cow dung 
could be used as fertiliser for crops and in turn the crop could be used as feed and bed-
ding for the animals. There was specifically no dairy, calf house, piggery, fowl or potato 
house on this farmstead as itemised in the Form B2. It is possible that the Silks grew both 
cereal and root crops and practised a rotation of farming in their fields along with the 
pasture for the dry cattle. 
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In summary, by 1911, the Silks farmstead was one of four family farms in the town-
land in addition to Lavally House. There were 20 people living in these four farmsteads 
and two in the estate house (Appendix 8, Fig 4). There were 14 males and eight females 
and only five dwelling houses including the estate house.  

The Lynch family continued to reside at Lavally until Anthony Lynch sold the estate 
and went to live in Australia (Ó Tuathaigh, 2009). Lavally House is still extant today 
maintained in keeping with their period, style and significance by its current occupants.



LavaLLy-E3869                                            http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e3869-lavally-co-galway/ 

13

6 Cartographic analysis

6.1 Taylor and Skinner’s Road Maps of Ireland 
Taylor and Skinner’s Maps of the Roads of Ireland (1783, 89) depicts and names the Lav-
ally house and estate to south-west of Athenry. The house is clearly in the ownership of 
the Lynch family whereby it is named ‘Lynch Esq.’ Many trees are shown enclosing the 
house which reflect the wooded area of the inner demesne.

6.2 First edition Ordnance Survey six inch map 
The first edition Ordnance Survey map (Fig 2) shows two buildings within the farmstead 
at Lavally. They are located within a small, sub-rectangular plot and accessed by a narrow 
laneway leading from the tertiary road to the south-west. Building 1 is orientated north-
east/south-west and was facing south-east, into what was probably the farmyard. Building 
2 is orientated north-west/south-east at a right-angle and close to the south-east corner 
of Building 1. This was facing south-west into the farmyard and opposite the entrance to 
the avenue. 

6.3 Griffith’s Valuation map 
The Griffith’s Valuation map (Fig 3) is essentially an annotated version of the Ordnance 
Survey first edition map, however the accompanying valuation records indicate the land-
lord, occupier, description of tenement, area of land leased and rateable valuation of land 
and buildings. It shows that this farmstead was part of a larger land holding (no. 3). 
According to Griffith’s (1857, 109), this was occupied by James Silk who leased a house, 
offices and land from landlord Thomas Lynch of Lavally House. James Silk appears to 
have been a tenant farmer who leased 16 acres and 2 roods of land valued at £7 and build-
ings valued at £2. 5s. The total rateable valuation of the farmstead including the land and 
buildings was £9. 5s. This was payable to the landlord. The landlord Thomas Lynch had 9 
fee paying tenants at Lavally, seven of which rented land and buildings and two of which 
leased land only. 

6.4 25 inch Ordnance Survey map 
This map (Fig 4) shows the farmstead at a more detailed scale. The small plot in which 
the farmstead buildings are located is a similar plan to the earlier map edition, but at this 
scale it is shown to be divided into four sections: The farmyard was enclosed by three 
buildings to north-west, north-east and south-east and the entrance was to the south-
west. A small field was shown to the south-west of building 1; a small yard was located to 
the rear of building 1 and a small haggard (c. ⅓ acre) to north-east of buildings 1 and 2. 
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Two buildings exist at the same location and orientation as buildings 1 and 2 shown 
on the first edition, enclosing the farmyard as described above. A third, much smaller 
building is located at the south eastern side of the farmyard, just inside the entrance.

There are four trees depicted along the north-west boundary of the plot and appear to 
be on the demesne land. These may have been planted by the landlord to provide shelter 
to the tenant, however it is more likely that they were planted to hide the tenants house 
so it was not visible from the demesne. 

6.5 NIAH Photography 
The farmstead at Lavally, including the entrance laneway, is covered in dense vegetation 
on the NIAH aerial photography (Plate 1). In fact, most of the land holding once owned 
by the Silks is covered in scrub and trees, with only one roadside field appearing to be 
clear.

Plate	1:	 Aerial	photograph	of	the	Lavally	estate	with	the	excavated	farmstead	highlighted	along	with	
the	outline	of	the	lands	owned	by	James	Silk�
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6.6 Cartographic Summary
Taylor and Skinner’s road maps of Ireland (1783) depict and name ‘Lavally’ estate 

house indicating that ‘Lynch Esq.’ was in ownership of the house and estate at that time. 
Unfortunately, no details of tenant land holdings are given on this map. The first clear 
depiction of the farmstead at Lavally is shown on the first edition Ordnance Survey six-
inch map. This shows two buildings on a small plot. The Griffith’s Valuation of 1857 
shows that this small plot formed the farmstead of a larger 16 acre holding occupied by 
James Silk. Mr. Silk paid a total annual rent of £9. 5s to the landlord Thomas Lynch for 
the land and buildings. The twenty five inch Ordnance Survey map shows a third, very 
small building at the south-east side of the farmyard. This may still be contemporary with 
the other two buildings, however, and was perhaps too small to depict at a six inch scale. 
The 1911 census only records the dwelling (building 1) and the cow house (building 2). 
It is likely that this third building was a simple storage shed. It does not appear that the 
farmyard changed significantly from the mid-19th century to earlier 20th century. Prior to 
the excavation, the farmstead at Lavally, including the entrance laneway was covered in 
dense vegetation, as shown on the NIAH aerial photography.
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7 Site description
The site of the excavated farmstead was located in the north-east corner of Lavally town-
land (NGR 1464340/221678) (Fig 5). It was situated less then 1 km to the south-east of 
Lavally house. The farmstead was in a very dilapidated state of preservation and consisted 
of the remnants of a disused tenant farmer’s or estate worker’s dwelling house which was 
very partially up-standing and other associated structures. A laneway from the public 
road led to a roughly cobbled yard around which the buildings were set. The site was 
enclosed by dry-stone walling which also served as boundaries to the surrounding fields. 
Less substantial and redundant dry-stone walling, which had served as divisions within 
the enclosed complex, were noted to be in an extremely poor state of preservation. 

Prior to the commencement of excavations the site was overgrown by vegetation, in-
cluding some large ash trees up to 30 years old. Large animals, cattle and horses, also had 
access to the area. It is likely that the site had provided them with both shelter and shade. 
The resulting trampling had undoubtedly contributed to the poor preservation of the site.

8 Methodology – excavation
The trees and vegetation cover across the agreed excavation area which included the entire 
farmstead complex, were cleared and removed. The site was then subjected to an inten-
sive hand clean. All of the features identified following this cleaning process were fully 
excavated by hand and recorded using the single-context recording system with plans and 
sections being produced at a scale of 1:20 or 1:10 as appropriate. A complete photographic 
record was maintained throughout the excavation. 

9 Excavation results 
(See Plate 2 and Fig 6). The farmstead consisted of two main buildings which were locat-
ed at right angles to a cobbled yard. Building 1 to the north-west appears to have been the 
main domestic structure. Building 2 to the north-east was probably a byre or cow-shed. 
An entrance lane links the public road to the south-west with the cobbled yard. A number 
of other associated features including a smaller building (building 3), two possible lean-
to’s and two corn stands were also excavated. A black humic deposit (C.1) up to 0.25 m 
deep covered the entire excavation area. It contained modern ceramic tableware sherds, 
clay pipe stems and bowls, remnants of old shoes, and metal fragments of damaged agri-
cultural and domestic objects. A religious medal (E3869:1:6), a harp brooch (E3869:1:8) 
and a George V (1916) bronze penny (E3869:1:4) were also recovered. The humic deposit 
(C.1) had been continually forming since abandonment of the farmstead and was derived 
from the leaf litter and other organic debris associated with the thick vegetation.
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9.1 Building 1
This was an estate cottage built on a stone plinth and contained a doorway, two internal 
dividing walls and a hearth and fireplace (Plate 3). 

Plinth and Main wall
The stone plinth (C.19), on which building 1 was constructed, measured 12.53 m by 7.2 
m externally, the long axis being orientated north-east to south-west. The feature was 
constructed of roughly faced and squared limestone laid in a lime mortar base. The plinth 
was set in a foundation cut (C.23) on the northern and eastern sides which was backfilled 
with mid-greyish/brown silty clay (C.35) with occasional inclusion of angular medium 
stones and large pieces of mortar. A foundation cut was not evident on the other two sides 
and the plinth was built directly on top of the underlying natural glacial subsoil (C.3). 
Two cut jamb stones were set into the plinth 1 m apart either side of the doorway at the 
eastern end of the southern wall of the building (Plate 4).

The exterior wall (C.20) of building 1 was preserved only on the northern (12.53 m) 
and western (2.6 m) sides of the building. The wall was constructed using roughly faced 
and squared limestone blocks, randomly coursed, and laid in a lime-based mortar. Wall 
widths varied between 0.66 m to 0.68 m. The tallest preserved wall portion at the north-
western corner extended to 0.93 m in height (Plate 5). There was evidence that this wall 

Plate	2:	 Looking	north-east	across	the	whole	excavation	area	at	Lavally�
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Plate	3:	 Looking	north-east	across	building	1�

Plate	4:	 Looking	south-east	at	the	entrance	to	building	1	showing	the	two	cut	jamb	stones	set	into	the	
plinth�
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had been internally rendered using a lime-based mortar (C.21). There was no preserved 
evidence of rendering on the exterior.

Internal dividing wall and floor surface
The main internal dividing wall (C.38) was orientated parallel and 2.6 m from the eastern 
gable wall. It was to 2.72 m in length, 0.55 m in width and 0.42 m in height. Remnants 
of a lime-based plaster (C.42), or rendering, sporadically occurred on the eastern face. 
Although this wall did not tie into, but abutted the exterior wall (C.20), it was evident 
that it pre-dated the laying of the roughly metalled clay floor (C.41) and that it had been 
constructed directly on the natural subsoil (C.3) without a foundation cut. The clay floor 
only survived or was recognised within the eastern room created by the internal dividing 
wall. The gap between the end of the dividing wall and the southern wall of the building 
was 1.3 m (Plate 6).

Fireplace and hearth
The fireplace was located on the western side of the eastern internal dividing wall and 
measured 1.4 m north/south and 0.55 m east/west. The original fireplace and hearth was 
built with the incorporation of a mechanical blower in mind from the outset. A stone 
had been cut and incorporated into the design to allow the insertion of a mechanical 
blower which presumably originally connected via a passage with the base of the fire. The 
exact layout of the original fireplace is unknown as later repairs and additions overlay the 
original design. In both cases a mixture of flagstones and cobbles were used to define the 
hearth (C.60).

Plate	5:	 Looking	at	the	south-west	gable	wall	at	the	north-west	corner	of	building	1�
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Later internal wall
The second internal wall (C.40) occurred on the western side of the building and was 
orientated roughly east/west. Unfortunately a large tree stump had destroyed most of this 
area. The wall was preserved to a length of 1.74 m it was 0.37 m in width and 0.18 m high 

Plate	6:	 Looking	north-east	across	building	1	showing	the	fireplace,	hearth	and	internal	dividing	wall�

Plate	7:	 Looking	 north-east	 across	 the	 south	 western	 half	 of	 building	 1	 showing	 the	 later	 disturbed	
internal	dividing	wall
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(Plate 7). Although the floor surface (C.41) was virtually destroyed, there was sufficient 
evidence to indicate that the wall construction post-dated the floor. 

It is suggested that the wall may have served to support a loft and staircase within the 
building, which perhaps served as a sleeping area.

Upper deposits
On removal of the upper humic (C.1) layer a deposit of stones and pebbles mixed with 
soft dark brownish/black humic soils (C.6) was recorded. This deposit was up to 0.71 m in 
depth. A range of finds were recovered from the deposit including modern ceramic table-
ware, leather, damaged metal domestic and agricultural objects, glass sherds, a decorative 
brooch and some clay pipe sherds. 

A distinct stone deposit mixed with a lime-based mortar (C.14) was identified below 
the upper stone deposit and spread throughout the interior of building 1. It was up to a 
maximum of 0.34 m in depth. Tree roots were found to extend throughout this deposit. 
Occasional slate fragments were recovered along with objects of metal, leather, ceramic, 
and glass sherds. A miraculous medal (E3869:14:1) was also identified. A shallow silty 
clay deposit (C.34) was identified below the stone and covered the interior of the build-
ing. Glass, metal, slate and ceramic fragments were all recovered from this lower deposit.

The upper stone deposits (C.6 and C.14) represent the rubble collapse of a mortared 
cottage mixed throughout with objects of a domestic nature. Slate fragments were most 
frequently found towards the entrance and may perhaps represent the remains of a pro-
jecting exterior shelter covering the doorway. The lower silty clay deposit (C.34) represents 
an initial phase of silting debris which built up after the building was disused but before 
the main collapse of the structural walls. 

9.2 Building 2 
The excavations revealed the poorly preserved remains of a wall which would have out-
lined a building measuring 9.1 m in length north-west/south-east and 5.1 m in width 
(Plate 8). There was also evidence for internal cobbling, a fire and a drain which emptied 
into a stone filled sump. A small annex or shed was identified against the southern gable 
of the building.

Only 5 m of the south-western wall, in which the entrance occurred, was preserved. 
Unlike building 1, no plinth was located beneath the walls (C.27), which had been laid 
directly onto natural subsoil (C.3). The northern and eastern walls were laid in a founda-
tion cut (C.31) which had a light greyish/brown, sandy silt fill (C.32) mixed with stones 
and pebbles. The preserved wall remnants of building 2 were randomly coursed limestone 
blocks averaging 0.3 m in length and width. The blocks were laid in a lime-based mortar. 
The width of the wall was 0.66 m and it had a maximum preserved height of 0.45 m.

The footings of a dry stone wall (C.22) were preserved 1.6 m to the south-east of 
building 2 and was orientated parallel to the gable wall. The footings lay directly on the 
subsoil (C.3).
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Internal features
Two areas of stone cobbling were partially preserved within the building, one at the 
northern side of the building (C.18) and another at the southern end (C.17). A small 
burnt area (C.36), pre-dating the destruction of the building was located in the south-
western corner. 

A shallow drain (C.16), measuring 2.42 m in length, 0.37 m in width and 0.1 m in 
depth ran across the floor of the building, through the entrance or doorway and connect-
ed with a stone filled (C.28) pit (C.29). The pit was revealed underneath a spread of coarse 
stone (C.9) which may have formed a ramp up to the entrance to the building. The pit was 
2.9 m in length by 1.48 m in width and was 0.48 m in depth. Ceramics, glass and metal 
objects were recovered from the fill. The two areas of cobbling (C.18 and C.17) probably 
represent the remains of a destroyed floor surface and the drain (C.16) may have served to 
drain liquids from the building. Both the cobbles and the drain suggest that the building 
may have been used as a byre. The burnt area (C.36) pre dated the collapse of the build-
ings walls however the remants may not be connected with its original use. The burnt 
area was not clearly defined and did not seem to represent the remains of a formal hearth. 

Upper deposits
On removal of the upper humic layer (C.1) a deposit of stones and mixed with soft dark 
brownish/black humic soils (C.5) was recorded. This deposit was up to 0.35 m in depth 
and represents the rubble collapse of a mortared building. A range of finds were recovered 
from the deposit including objects and fragments of ceramic, leather, metal, and glass. 

Plate	8:	 Looking	south-east	across	building	2�
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The metal fragments indicate objects of a more agricultural nature then those found in 
the upper deposits covering building 1.

9.3 Building 3
A double course of a substantial dry-stone wall footing (C.50) was uncovered in the south-
ern- corner of the site, immediately south of the entrance to the cobbled yard from the 
laneway leading to the road. The footings extended 4.6 m in a north-west/south-east di-
rection from the southern enclosing wall (C.7) and parallel to the return of this enclosing 
wall. The footings were 0.7 m in width and were preserved to a height of 0.32 m. The wall 
footings (C.50) post dates the enclosing wall (C.7) and was constructed directly on the 
subsoil (C.3). In conjunction with the boundary wall the wall footings (C.50) would have 
formed a three-sided structure.

A short single line of stones (C.49), abutting the enclosing wall (C.7) and preserved 
to one course in height with a slight return, extended parallel to the wall of building 3 
(C.50). The stones were laid directly on the roughly cobbled yard surface (C.25) and could 
never have supported a structure of any substance. They may form the remnants of a 
single layer wall built as a parallel extension to the corner shed. They were not marked on 
any of the Ordnance Survey maps. 

Plate	9:	 Looking	south-west	at	the	point	where	the	laneway	meets	the	cobbled	farmyard�
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Possible floor
A layer of re-deposited natural subsoil which consisted of weakly cemented mid-grey peb-
bley and stony sand (C.51) was identified overlying the cobbled yard surface (C.25) on the 
interior of bulding 3. This was possibly laid as an deliberate floor surface.

Upper deposit
On removal of the upper humic layer (C.1) a deposit of stone and pebbles mixed with 
dark-brownish/black humic soils (C.48) was recorded. This deposit was up to 0.21 m in 
depth. A selection of modern ceramic tableware, metal fragments, clay pipe bowls and 
stems were recovered from the rubble deposit (C.48). The deposit represents the rubble 
collapse or deliberate demolition of a mortared building built with limestone blocks. 

9.4 The cobbled yard
There is evidence that the yard surface (C.25) originally consisted of neatly laid cobbles 
which were best preserved at the laneway opening and in close proximity to building 1 
(Plate 9). A repair to the surface (C.54), using larger stones, was noted at the yard en-
trance. Immediately outside the doorway to building 1, a small cement repair (C.57) had 
been undertaken. The cobbled yard was an original feature of the building group

Coarse stone (C.9) had been laid, extending 5 m westwards from the entrance to 
building 2. This layer also extended 13 m across the yard in front of the building 2 an-
nex and up to the southern boundary wall (C.26/C.7). A number of artefacts were re-
covered from this general area. These included ceramics, metal fragments, glass sherds, 

Plate	10:	Looking	east	at	the	first	group	of	stones	which	would	have	originally	formed	a	corn	stand�



Figure	7:	 Sketch	of	a	‘mushroom’	–	a	component	
of	the	corn	stand	(Conry	2004,	111)�
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leather and a George III Irish-issue cop-
per halfpenny (E3869:9:1) dated to 1781 
or ‘82. The stone deposit was a feature of 
the original yard, as the cobbled surface 
(C.25) did not extend beneath it. A pit 
(C.29) or sump which connects to the 
drain leading from building 2 is located 
below the coarse stone deposit. It is pos-
sible that this feature served a dual pur-
pose and functioned as both a ramp to 
building 2 and perhaps as a base to store 
dung.

Within building 3 it was noted that 
a rough stone deposit (C.56) was used to 
fill a natural hollow in the underlying 
natural subsoil prior to laying the cob-

bled surface.

9.5 Corn stands
Two sets of stone were located in close proximity to the north-eastern side of the farm-
stead. One (C.46) consisted of five rough stones, all measuring 0.64 m to 0.86 m in length 
by 0.19 m to 0.36 m in width. One rounded capstone which measured 0.78 m in diameter 
was also identified. Only three of the stones remained upright (Plate 10). The second set 
consisted (C.66) of two upright stones of similar dimensions to the first. One of these had 
fallen. A capstone stood in undergrowth a short distance away. All the stones had been set 
into the topsoil (C.11) and did not cut into the underlying natural subsoil (C.3). 

A deposit of rough stone (C.47), partly resting on the topsoil (C.11) and partly on the 
subsoil (C.3) lay in close proximity and around both sets of stones.

The stones represent the remains of corn stands. These were simple but effective means 
of protecting corn over the winter in readiness for a spring threshing. A circular or rectan-
gular arrangement of stone up-rights with capstones was used to support a wooden base 
on which the corn was stored. This was done in order to raise the corn off the ground to 
avoid dampness and the simple addition of a capstone meant that vermin were unable to 
gain access to the corn by climbing the support stones (Fig 7). The rough stone deposit 
may have acted as a footpath from the cobbled yard and also as a hard standing surround-
ing the stones.

9.6 Dry-stone walls 
The non building walls (C.8, C.7, C.26, C.4, C.13, C.33, C.43, C.45 and C.39) identified 
and recorded during the excavation served to define both the immediate boundaries of 
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the building group and the laneway and also divided the cobbled yard from the garden 
located to the west. The walls were in some cases built directly on top of the topsoil but 
foundation cuts were also identified. Some of the walls in foundation cuts post-date those 
built directly on the topsoil. Apart from the poorly constructed replacement of the eastern 
portion of the southern boundary (C.7) wall it is probable that all the walls were present 
and integral to the layout of the building group during its use. 
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10 Finds

10.1 Metal finds
The metal finds were examined by Sara Camplese (Appendix 4). The excavation led to 
the recovery of a significant assemblage of metal finds. Unfortunately, most of the objects 
were in extremely poor condition and difficult to identify. They were largely unsuitable 
for further investigations. The catalogue in appendix 4 illustrates a total of ninety-two 
metal finds, which represent a faithful sample – in terms of both type and quantity – of 
the collection originally recovered on site.

The vast majority of the iron finds were agricultural tools or objects related to manual 
work. Nails, rings and iron bars are represented, as well as a series of iron bolts and props 
(see Appendix 4, Plate 7). Utensils designated for a domestic use were quite scarce with 
only two forks a spoon fragment, one sugar spoon, part of a pair of scissors and a knitting 
needle present (see Appendix 4, Plate 7). 

A further group of objects relates to the everyday life of the occupants of the build-
ing and included several shoe heels, a very corroded lid from a shoe polish container 
(E3869:5:28), two brooches (finds E3869:1:8 and E3869:5:2, see Plate 12), two brass but-
tons (see Appendix 4, Plate 8) and two religious medals (finds E3869:1:6 and E3869:14:1) 
both devoted to the Sacred Heart of the Virgin Mary.

It is interesting to note that there was no evidence recovered for the presence of chil-
dren. The assemblage as a whole can clearly be considered modern dating from the sec-
ond half of the 19th Century onwards. The only find outside this date range was a copper 
halfpenny (see Appendix 4, Plate 10) dating to the 18th Century and the beginning of the 
19th Century. 

10.2 Clay pipe stems
The clay pipes were examined by Sara Camplese (Appendix 5). A total of 22 stem frag-
ments were recovered from the site. Eight of them are marked with “HYNES – GALWAY” 
on both sides of the stem. According to their dimensions and shape (elliptical in section 
rather then circular), they can be dated to the late 19th/first half of 20th Century.

A total of 30 clay pipe bowls/bowl fragments were examined. Eleven of the clay pipes 
recovered in Lavally have a “Crowned L” on the back of the bowl in a circular beaded 
frame. These are Irish copies of the Dutch “Crowned L” pipes. This kind of stamp seems 
to have been very popular with Irish makers in the 19th century. 

A group of five clay pipes (Finds E3869:1:37–38, 40–41&46) have no decora-
tion apart from the mark “HYNES – GALWAY” on the stem. Two more bowls (Finds 
E3869:1:33&36), although missing the stems, can be considered part of the same group. 
They are all similar and probably made from the same cast. The diameter of the bowls 
varies between 29 and 31.5 mm. According to their size and finish they can be dated to 
the Late 19th Century. 
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14 of the clay pipes have the mark “HYNES – GALWAY” on the stem. 22 pieces out 
of 52 clay pipe fragments have the “HYNES-GALWAY” stamp. It is reasonable to think 
they were all produced locally by a maker operating in Galway at least from the second 
half of 19th Century. There is photographic evidence dated back to the beginning of 20th 
Century, of the presence of a Hynes clay pipe manufactory located in The Square in Gal-
way City. 

10.3 Pottery
The pottery finds were examined by Sara Camplese (Appendix 6). A total of 376 sherds of 
pottery were recovered on site. They come from eleven different deposits. They are mostly 
either topsoil finds or finds recovered from the collapsed remains of Building 1. The only 
exception is a stoneware jar from recovered from the fill of a pit (C.28).

Nine pottery types are represented. Overall the assemblage is modern in date, rang-
ing from the late 19th/early 20th Century onwards. Most of the identified forms can be 
included in the tableware range: some of them were of daily and common use; others were 
part of more valuable sets reserved for special occasions. 

10.4 Glass finds
The glass finds were examined by Sara Camplese (Appendix 7). A total of 210 glass frag-
ments/objects from eleven different deposits were found at Lavally. Considering the ty-
pology of the containers and bottles recovered, and the fact that they all appear to be 
produced an Automatic Bottle Machine, the entire assemblage can definitely be dated to 
after 1903. 

10.5 Modern Finds
Among the finds recovered on site, a group of were modern in date. Although recorded 
and present in the finds register, they weren’t included in any of the catalogues. The group 
consists of three plastic comb fragments; five rifle cartridges fourteen plastic beads; ten 
buttons, a tube of cream and a very corroded tin religious medal. Seven leather shoe soles/
sole fragments were also collected.
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11 Building analysis 

11.1 General
Domestic dwellings and agricultural buildings form the most common elements of the 
rural built environment. Traditionally, dwellings and agricultural buildings, when found 
together within an enclosed space, formed a typical farmstead. These were the focus of 
human activities in the rural landscape and show a connection between people and places 
and serve as expressions of local and regional traditions (Aalen et al 2000, 145). The plan, 
style, methods of construction, materials and techniques of buildings in the countryside 
can convey information about the economic and social structures within a particular area 
during a certain era. The construction materials can also show what materials were close 
to hand in the region and the absence of other materials, such as roofing may be sugges-
tive of perishable materials which no longer survive. Most rural dwellers lived in hovels 
made entirely of perishable materials until around 1700 and thenceforth, stone or mud 
single-storey houses predominated until the mid-19th century (ibid, 146). Therefore, most 
of the earliest single-storey buildings date from the 18th century onwards.

Although there was a communal tradition of vernacular building in rural Ireland, 
these were regionally varied and could often be quite distinct depending on the part of 
the countryside (ibid). The vernacular was distinct from the formal in that it was built by 
local people, using local materials, techniques and style, as a result of a long-standing tra-
dition as opposed to the architect’s drawing board (O’Reilly 2004, 9; McAfee 2004, 34). 
Howard (2000, 6) states that the activities of the house were centred around the hearth, 
where cooking took place, water was heated for baths and laundry, and the family hud-
dled for warmth on cold winter nights’. 

11.2 The excavated farmstead at Lavally

General
The group of buildings (Buildings1, 2 and 3) excavated at Lavally (E3869) consist of three 
primary structures: Dwelling house (Building 1), cow house (Building 2) and a smaller 
structure (Building 3). The buildings are arranged around three sides of a roughly cobbled 
farmyard: The dwelling house is located to the north-west, the cow house to the north-
east and the smaller structure to the south-east. An entrance lane opens into the cobbled 
farm yard to the south-west. We know from the 1911 Census return that Andrew and 
William Silk, two bachelor brothers, lived in the dwelling attached to this farmstead. The 
census also records that they lived in a single-storey, three-bay dwelling with a thatched 
roof. 
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The Dwelling House - Building 1
The plan and layout of the building, the location of the hearth, the fact that the finds 
from general area of the building tended towards the domestic indicated that building 1 
was the main inhabited structure within the farmstead.  

The dwelling house was south-east facing for maximum solar gain during daylight 
hours. This alignment also faced the gable of the house to the prevalent south-westerly 
wind, reducing the overall wind chill factor during the day, but particularly after sunset. 
Excavation plans show that the dwelling is two-roomed in plan and has an entrance 
off-centre to south-west which was identified by the location of a threshold stone in the 
remains of the south-east wall. The entrance leads directly into the largest room which 
would have been the living area. According to O’Reilly (2004, 9), direct-entry house 
forms are found in all parts of the country with no geographical bias, although McAfee 
(2004, 36) believes that their distribution tends toward the west and mountainous areas 
of Ireland. 

The shallow foundation of building 1 was typical of vernacular structures of the time 
as the builders knew the local soils very well and they also tended to build wider walls 
to spread the load of the roof. Furthermore, they were only single-storey structures with 
light roofs of perishable materials that did not require a significant sub-structure. The 
foundation consisted of a shallow cut (C. 23) found along the northern and eastern sides 
of the building only, in which a rubble stone plinth (C. 19) was set. This would indicate 
that the foundation plinth was only required to be cut into a gentle slope on two sides in 
order to create a level surface for the building. The plinth (C. 19) was bedded in a lime 
mortar. The rising wall (C.20) was constructed of rubble limestone and bonded with lime 
mortar and was best preserved at the north-west corner. The internal face of the wall had 
been plastered using a rough lime-based mortar (C. 21), however there was no surviving 
render on the external elevations. 

It is likely that the exterior had a thin layer of render with a more coarse aggregate 
than the internal covering. This would have been whitewashed every year using quick-
lime drawn from the local kiln, in order to preserve the walls from the elements (McAfee 
2004, 35).

The threshold stone of the doorway is defined by stone settings on either side which 
are securely set into the plinth (C. 19) and are marginally recessed from the line of the 
front wall. The threshold stone has square sockets either side to house the base of the 
wooden door jambs, which have since perished. The roughly cobbled yard (C.25) extends 
to meet the threshold stone.

An internal wall (C. 38) abutted the north-west wall (C. 20) of the main dwelling and 
divided the interior into two distinct rooms. This created a main living area to south-west 
and a small room, probably a bedroom to the north-east. This wall (C. 38) does not tie 
into the main wall of the dwelling (C. 20) which may indicate that it was not necessarily 
built at the same time as the main walls (C. 20). It may however be contemporary as it 
was laid directly onto the natural subsoil. It was an internal, non-load bearing wall and 
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required no foundation cut or plinth. This wall also pre-dates the roughly metalled clay 
floor (C. 41) which is believed to be the original floor surface. A second internal wall (C. 
40) extends from the centre of the main south-west wall. This wall post-dated the met-
alled floor (C. 41), suggesting that it is a later feature and may have supported a loft area 
above. Often loft areas served as additional sleeping areas. If this was the case, it is likely 
that Andrew Silk who was the head of the household, occupied the separate bedroom to 
the north-east. If a loft sleeping area existed over the south western end of the living area, 
it is likely to have been occupied by William Silk who was 12 years junior to his brother 
(ibid). 

The fireplace is located in the western face of the internal wall (C. 38) and serves the 
living area. According to O’Reilly (2004, 50) draughts from the exterior wouldn’t affect 
the hearth as the direct entry door is normally placed in the furthest end of the wall. This 
is true in the case of Lavally where the door is off-centre to the south-west and was prob-
ably flanked by a window on either side. We know from the 1911 Census returns that 
there were three windows in the front elevation of Silk’s house. The excavation of the fire-
place and hearth area show that it was typically 19th century in style. The fireplace was de-
fined by a poorly preserved cobbled and flagstone surround (C. 60). Various repairs were 
recorded in the hearth area including some of 20th century date, using Portland cement.

A sealed air chamber was discovered adjacent to the hearth and it was concluded 
that this held the pressurised air which was pumped from a bellows into the hearth area. 
Originally the bellows may have been a portable air bag. It pressurized air in a controlled 
quantity to a specific location via an outlet nozzle. When the volume of the bellows was 
decreased, the air escaped through the outlet. A bellows typically also had a separate inlet 
and valves or flaps for ensuring that air entered only through the inlet and exited only 
through the outlet. The handheld bellows were replaced by cast iron bellows wheels in the 
20th century. It was typical for the bellows or bellas wheel to be situated adjacent to the 
hearth and often in its own niche to protect it from the heat of the fire. 

The lack of slate from the mixed rubble stone and humic deposit (C. 6) would con-
firm that the roofing material was made of perishable materials. This concurs with the 
1911 census information indicating that the roof structure and its covering were made of 
perishable materials such as wood and thatch.

The Cow House - Building 2
Building 2 was south-west facing and set at a right angle to the south-east of building 
1. The remains of this structure were in a poor condition. The foundation (C. 31) was 
similar in nature to the house in that it was only cut on two sides, along the north-west 
and north-east  in order to compensate for the south facing slope. The walls (C. 27) were 
set into the cut (C. 31) on the north-west and north-east sides and directly on top of 
the subsoil (C. 3) on the south-east and south-west sides, where no foundation cut was 
required. This foundation differed from the dwelling in that no plinth was constructed 
in the foundation cut, on which to build the rising walls. The rising walls (C. 27) were 
embedded in a lime-based mortar as per the dwelling.
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The partial remains of a stone cobbled floor within the structure and a small drain 
(C. 16) would indicate that this is likely to have been a building for keeping livestock. 
The drain which ran toward the doorway was probably used as run-off for animal efflu-
ent. The general finds from the cow house and immediate surrounds tended toward agri-
cultural and work-related objects. This coupled with the 1911 census information firmly 
classify this structure as the livestock housing within the farmstead complex.

Annex of Building 2

The footings of a dry-stone wall parallel to the south-east wall of the cow house are sug-
gestive of a small annexe adjoining this elevation. This may have been a small storage shed 
with a lean-to style roof. Its small size may indicate that it was too insignificant to record 
on any of the Ordnance Survey map editions.

Building 3 and potential annex
This structure is only visible on the twenty-five-inch Ordnance Survey map. Excavation 
of building 3 and the potential annexe recovered very little information. It was confirmed 
that this wall post-dated the enclosing wall (C. 7) of the farmyard indicating that this was 
a later feature. The annexe wall (C. 49) to building 3 was built on top of the cobbled yard 
surface (C. 25) indicating that this addition post-dated building 3.

11.3 Corn stands or ricks 
(Fig 7) Corn stands were simple structures which farmers devised around 250 years ago 
to elevate a stack of corn above ground level to prevent decay from dampness but mainly 
against burrowing and consumption by rodents. 

According to Conry (2004, 15) the use of corn stands in Ireland in the 18th, 19th and 
first half of the 20th centuries was closely linked with the arrival of the brown rat in 1722. 
The population of the rat increased to epidemic proportions causing massive damage to 
cereal crops and stacks of corn which were kept over for the spring threshing (ibid, 16). 
The solution was a simple but effective technique of building stacks of corn on mushroom 
shaped supports as a means of protecting the corn until it was threshed in the spring.

Corn stands take many different forms and regional variations. The most common 
variation was in the stone used and the style of the corn stand constructed, however the 
stacks were also known to have been constructed in wood and later using metal (ibid, 
60). Of the surviving metal examples, they take the shape of a spider’s web, but are not as 
sturdy as those built of stone. Components of the wooden stands were replaced regularly 
and some were even substituted completely by concrete stands in the 1930s (ibid, 50). The 
corn stand normally consisted of several mushroom-shaped stones either arranged in a 
circle or rectangle. Each mushroom was formed by a slender upright stone (c. 0.75m) with 
a flat capstone on top (ibid, 12). The rats could climb the stem of the mushroom, but were 
prevented from going any further by the capstone. Large stone flags were placed on the 
mushroom caps in order to provide a platform on which to construct the stack of corn.
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The remains of the corn stacks in Lavally are located between the house (building 1) 
and the cow house (building 2). They consisted of  two distinct groups of closely arranged 
stones. Group one consisted of five upright stones, two of which were leaning heavily to 
one side. One roughly hewn flagstone lay adjacent and to one side. This flagstone prob-
ably formed the platform on top of the uprights which supported the stack of corn. The 
second group consisted of only two surviving upright stones of similar dimensions, one of 
which had fallen. The corresponding capstone was located in nearby undergrowth. These 
are roughly hewn stones (C. 46) which appear to have been set into the topsoil (C. 11) 
as no corresponding cut was recorded in the natural subsoil (C. 3). This is interesting in 
itself and can explain why the stones are leaning heavily to one side. It also may explain 
why many of these structures were regarded as a farmyard hazard as they were prone to 
falling over and injuring both humans and animals.

We can tell a number of things from this small farmyard feature. The mere presence 
of a corn stack in addition to the cow house would suggest that the farming practised here 
was a mixture of cereal crop and animal husbandry. According to Mitchell & Ryan (1998, 
328) uniting these two agricultural practises led to a more intensive and varied production 
of meat, milk and wool. The cottage industries based on wool and flax provided a valuable 
supplement to family income during the 18th century.

Secondly, the roughly hewn local stone would indicate that these were typical hand 
crafted stones for use in a vernacular farmyard. Their primary function was practical use 
and hence the stones are not finely tooled or dressed for visual effect. 

The presence of one single capstone for each of the two groups of uprights, would 
indicate that these were small corn stacks and there would have been no need for boughs 
or branches on top of the uprights to support the capstone. The small size of the corn 
sacks would also give and indication of the size of the settlement here including humans 
and livestock who were both reliant upon the corn for food. The stack of oats would have 
been constructed directly onto the flagstone and fed to the livestock by the sheaf during 
the winter months. In this instance, the second stack at Lavally may have been ‘saved’ for 
the spring threshing and for subsequent human consumption. 

The use of corn stands was not confined to the winter months, but they were used 
in the summer as well. As Conry (2004, 34–35) states, they were also used as hay stands 
to keep the hay from the damp ground. In the south-east of Ireland they were also used 
as straw rope granaries whereby the capstone raised on the uprights would prevent the 
rodents from getting into the grain bin and simultaneously keep it dry (ibid, 35).   

Many of the corn stands around the country have fallen into disrepair and the exam-
ples at Lavally probably deteriorated after the farmstead was abandoned in the earlier 20th 
century. 
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11.4 Dating evidence
Dating based on cartographic evidence (Figs 3–7)

Taylor and Skinner’s road maps of Ireland 1783 depict and name ‘Lavally’ estate house 
indicating that ‘Lynch Esq.’ was in ownership of the house and estate at that time. Unfor-
tunately, no details of tenant land holdings are given on this map. The first clear depiction 
of the farmstead at Lavally is shown on the first edition Ordnance Survey six inch map. 
This shows two buildings on a small plot. The Griffith’s Valuation map of 1857 shows that 
this small plot formed the farmstead of a larger 16 acre holding occupied by James Silk. 
Mr. Silk paid a total annual rent of £9. 5s to the landlord Thomas Lynch for the land and 
buildings. The twenty five inch Ordnance Survey map shows a third, very small building 
at the south-east side of the farmyard. This may still be contemporary with the other two 
buildings, however it was perhaps too small to depict at a six inch scale. Furthermore, 
the 1911 census only records the dwelling (building 1) and the cow house (building 2). 
It is likely that this third building was a simple storage shed. It does not appear that the 
farmyard changed significantly from the mid-19th century to earlier 20th century. Prior to 
the excavation, the farmstead at Lavally, including the entrance laneway was covered in 
dense vegetation, as shown on the NIAH aerial photography.

Dating based on archival information
The Griffith’s Valuation indicates that James Silk owned a house, offices and land of 16 
acres from at least 1857. The 1911 Census return states that Andrew and William Silk, 
two bachelor brothers, lived in the dwelling attached to this farmstead and also owned a 
cow-house. 

Dating based on style and construction
According to Sleeman (2004, 6), the direct-entry house belongs to an ancient type evolved 
from the ‘byre dwelling’ where animals and humans lived under the same roof. This was 
a common arrangement in the west of Ireland up until the 19th century (ibid). This type 
of single-roomed, single-storey dwelling was a primitive form of social space which was 
not surpassed until the early 18th and the mid-19th centuries. It is from this time that we 
can trace the tenant farmers building of a more solid house which is rectangular in plan, 
one-room deep and one-storey high, often with a loft at one end (ibid, 5). This plan rarely 
varied and neither did the sizes, which were typically 14–16 m in length and 2.2–2.75 m 
in width (ibid). As in the case at Lavally, the earlier examples had a separate room to one 
end divided by a stone wall. 
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Appendix 1 Context register

Please see attached CD for context register.
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Appendix 2 Stratigraphic matrix
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Appendix 3 Groups and subgroups

Natural Deposits - Group 1
Context Numbers – C.1, C.3, C11, C.2, C.44

Description
The entire excavation area lay beneath a blackish humic deposit (C.1). This deposit was up 
to 0.25 m deep. modern ceramic tableware sherds, clay pipe stems and bowls, remnants of 
old shoes, and metal pieces of damaged agricultural and domestic objects. Two religious 
medals, a harp brooch and a George V (1916) bronze penny were also recovered. By far 
the majority of these finds were located in the south-eastern side of the site. 
A mid brown peaty clay (C.11) with occasional occurrence of sub-angular and sub-round-
ed coarse pebbles and small stones underlay the upper deposit to the north and north west 
of the site. Ceramic leather and metal objects were recovered form the deposit. A similar 
deposit of mid brown peaty clay (C.2) with moderate occurrence of fine pebbles and oc-
casional occurrence of medium pebbles was located to the east of building 1. Metal glass 
and ceramic finds were recovered from the deposit. A mid reddish brown clay (C.44) was 
identified below the mid brown peaty clay in one location to the south west of building 1.
These upper natural deposits were underlain by a strongly cemented mid grey sand (C.3) 
with very frequent sub-rounded to rounded pebbles and sub-rounded stones up to 0.2 m 
in size.

Interpretation
The humic deposit (C.1) had been continually forming since abandonment of the build-
ing group and was derived from the leaf litter and other organic debris associated with the 
thick vegetation. The peaty clay deposits (C.2 and C.11) represent the surviving topsoil in 
areas which were not disturbed by the building and cobbled yard. The deposit to the east 
(C.2) represents the garden soil which is bounded by the enclosing dry stone walls. The 
mid reddish brown clay (C.44) represents the natural fill of a hollow in the underlying 
natural glacial deposits. 

Building 1 - Group 2 
An estate cottage partially built on a stone plinth and containing a doorway two internal 
dividing walls and a hearth.

Upper deposits – Subgroup 2001
Context Numbers – C.6, C.14 and C.34

Description
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On removal of the upper humic layer a deposit of angular to rounded small to large size 
stones and coarse pebbles mixed with soft dark brownish black humic soils (C.6) was 
recorded. This deposit was up to 0.71 m in depth. A range of finds were recovered from 
the deposit including modern ceramic tableware, leather, damaged metal domestic and 
agricultural objects, glass sherds, a decorative brooch and some clay pipe sherds inscribed 
with the maker’s name - ‘Hynes of Galway’.

A distinct stone deposit mixed with a lime-based mortar (C.14) was identified below 
the upper stone deposit and spread throughout the interior of building 1. It was up to 
maximum of 0.34 m in depth. Tree roots were found to extend throughout this deposit. 
A timber sample recovered from the deposit may indicate the remains of the roofing 
material. Occasional slate fragments were recovered along with metal, leather, ceramic, 
and glass sherds. Some religious objects such as miraculous medals were also identified. A 
shallow silty clay deposit (C.34) was identified below the stone and covered the interior of 
the building. Glass metal slate and ceramic fragment were all recovered from this lower 
deposit.

Interpretation
The upper stone deposits (C.6 and C.14) represent the rubble collapse of a mortared 
cottage mixed throughout with objects of a domestic nature. Slate fragments were most 
frequently found towards the entrance and may perhaps represent the remains of a pro-
jecting exterior shelter covering the doorway. The lower silty clay deposit (C.34) represents 
an initial phase of silting debris which built up after the building was disused but before 
the main collapse of the structural walls. 

Main wall and Plinth – Subgroup 2002
Context Numbers – C.19, C.23, C.35, C.20 and C.21

Description
A partly preserved stone plinth (C.19), on which Building 1 was constructed, measured 
12.53 m by 7.2 m externally, the long axis being orientated north-east to south-west. The 
feature was constructed of roughly faced and squared limestone laid in a lime mortar 
base. Individual stones were up to 0.85 m by 0.3 m in diameter. A single course measured 
0.34 m in height and 0.87 m in width. The number of stones used to gain this height 
varied from one to three. This plinth was set in a foundation cut (C.23) on the northern 
and eastern sides which was backfilled with mid greyish brown clayey silt (C.35) with 
occasional inclusion of angular medium stones and large pieces of mortar. No cut was 
evident on the other two sides. Two cut jamb stones stones were set into the plinth 1 m 
apart either side of the doorway at the eastern end of the southern wall of the building.

The exterior wall (C.20) of building 1 was preserved only on the northern (12.53 m) 
and western (2.6 m) sides of the building. The wall was constructed using roughly faced 
and squared limestone blocks up to 0.73 m by 0.3 m in diameter, randomly coursed, and 
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laid in a lime-based mortar. Wall widths varied between 0.66 m to 0.68 m. The tallest pre-
served wall portion extended to 0.93 m in height at the north-western corner. There was 
evidence that this wall had been internally rendered using a lime-based mortar (C.21). 
There was no preserved evidence of rendering on the exterior.

Interpretation
The wall of Building 1 was constructed on a stone plinth and both the walls and plinth 
were buiult with large limestone blocks and mortar. The plinth was set into a cut to the 
north and east and was built directly in top of the underlying natural glacial subsoil on 
the other two sides. 

Internal dividing wall and floor surface – Subgroup 2003
Context Numbers – C.38, C.42 and C.41

Description
The main internal dividing wall (C.38) was orientated parallel and 2.6 m from the eastern 
gable wall. It was to 2.72 m in length, 0.55 m in width and 0.42 m in height. Remnants 
of a lime-based plaster (C.42), or rendering, sporadically occurred on the eastern face. 
Although this wall did not tie into, but abutted the exterior wall (C.20), it was evident 
that it pre-dated the laying of the roughly metalled clay floor (C.41) and that it had been 
constructed directly on natural subsoil (C3) without a foundation cutting. The clay floor 
only survived or was recognised within the eastern room created by the internal dividing 
wall. The gap between the end of the dividing wall and the southern wall of the building 
was 1.3 m.

Interpretation 
The wall divided the main living space. The fireplace in the larger internal space was built 
against the western side of the internal wall which may have contained a chimney space.

Hearth and fireplace – Subgroup 2004
Context Numbers - C.64, C.63, C.62, C.58, C.61, C.65, C.59, C.55, C.53, C.52, and 
C.60

Description
The original hearth was cut (C.64) into the underlying glacial deposits (C.3), was located 
on the western side of the eastern internal dividing wall (C.38) and measured 1.4 m north/
south and 0.55 m east/west. The cut was filled with a lime mortar (C.58) which formed 
the base of the original hearth. Another cut (C.63) into the natural subsoil was covered by 
a large cut stone (C.61) and was lined with a lime mortar (C.62). The cut was filled with 
a mixed greyish black sand (C.65). A mid grey gravely silt (C.59) and a yellowish brown 
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pebbly sand (C.55) provided a base for the later repair of the hearth and fireplace. A sand 
and cement mixture (C.53) was used to repair (C.52) the cobble and flag hearth (C.60). 

Interpretation
The original fireplace and hearth was built with the incorporation of a mechanical blower 
in mind from the outset. A stone had been cut and incorporated into the design to allow 
the insertion of a mechanical blower which presumably originally connected via a pas-
sage with the base of the fire. The exact layout of the original fireplace is unkown as later 
repairs and additions overlay the original design. In both cases a mixture of flagstones and 
cobbles were used to define the hearth.

Later internal wall – Subgroup 2005
Context Number – C.40

Description
The second internal wall (C.40) occurred on the western side of the building and was 
orientated roughly east to west. Unfortunately a large tree stump and root spread had 
destroyed most of this area. The wall was preserved to a length of 1.74 m it was 0.37 m 
in width and 0.18 m high. Although the floor surface (C.41) was virtually destroyed in 
the general vicinity, there was sufficient evidence to indicate that the wall construction 
post-dated the floor. 

Interpretation
In the absence of further evidence as to the function of this wall, it is suggested that it 
might have served to support a loft and staircase within the building, which perhaps 
served as a sleeping area.

Building 2 and annex – Group 3
This was a possible byre building with evidence for internal cobbling, a fire and a drain 
which empties into a stone stump. A small annex to the building was located to the south 
east.

Upper deposit – Subgroup 3001
Context Numbers – C.5

Description
On removal of the upper humic layer a deposit of angular to rounded small to large size 
stones and coarse pebbles mixed with soft dark brownish black humic soils (C.5) was 
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recorded. This deposit was up to 0.35 m in depth. A range of finds were recovered from 
the deposit including ceramic, leather, metal, and glass fragments. The metal fragments 
indicate objects of a more agricultural nature then those found in the upper deposits 
covering building 1.

Interpretation
The upper stone deposits (C.5) represent the rubble collapse of a mortared building built 
with limestone blocks and mixed throughout with objects of a domestic and agricultural 
nature. 

Walls –Subgroup 3002
Context Numbers – C.27 C.31, C.32 and C.22

Description
The building measured. Only 5 m of the south-western wall, in which the entrance oc-
curred, was preserved. Unlike Building 1, no plinth was located beneath the walls (C.27), 
which had been laid directly onto natural (C.3). The northern and eastern walls were laid 
in a foundation cut (C.31) which had a  light greyish brown silty sand fill (C.32) and had 
a moderate occurrence of sub-angular and sub-rounded coarse pebbles and small to medi-
um stones. The preserved wall remnants of Building 2 were randomly coursed limestone 
blocks averaging 0.3 m in length and width. The blocks were laid in a lime-based mortar. 
The width of the wall was 0.66 m and it had a maximum preserved height of 0.45 m.

The footings of a dry stone wall (C.22) were preserved 1.6 m to the south-east of 
building 2 and orientated parallel to the gable wall. The footings had a length of 2.03 m, 
a width of 0.68 m and a preserved height of 0.38 m. The footings lay directly on natural 
subsoil (C.3).

Interpretation
The excavations revealed the poorly preserved remains of a wall which would have out-
lined a building measuring 9.1 m in length north-west to south-east and 5.1 m in width. 
A small annex or shed was identified against the southern gable of the building.

Internal Features – Subgroup 3003
Context numbers – C.18, C.17, C.16, C.15, C.28, C.29 and C.36

Description
Two areas of stone cobbling were partially preserved within the building, one at the 
northern side of the building (C.18) and another at the southern end (C.17). A small 
burnt area (C.36), pre-dating the destruction of the building was located in the south-
western corner. 
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A shallow drain (C.16), measuring 2.42 m in length, 0.37 m in width and 0.1 m in 
depth ran across the floor of the building, through the entrance or doorway and con-
nected with a stone filled (C.28) pit (C.29). The pit was revealed underneath a spread of 
coarse stone (C.9) which may have formed a ramp up to the entrance to the building. The 
pit was 2.9 m in length by 1.48 m in width and was 0.48 m in depth. Ceramics, glass and 
metal objects were recovered from the fill. 

Interpretation
The two areas of cobbling (C.18 and C.17) probably represent the remains of a destroyed 
floor surface and the drain (C.16) may have served to drain liquids from the building. 
Both the cobbles and the drain suggest that the building may have been used as a byre. 
The burnt area (C.36) pre dated the collapse of the buildings walls however the remants 
may not be connected with its original use. The burnt area was not clearly defined and 
did not seem to represent the remains of a formal hearth. 

Building 3 and annexe – Group 4
A small building set in the southern corner of the yard and which used the enclosing 
boundary wall to form two of its sides. A small shed/lean-to may have been built against 
its eastern wall.

Upper deposit – Subgroup 4001
Context Number – C.48

Description
On removal of the upper humic layer a deposit of angular to rounded small to large size 
stones and coarse pebbles mixed with soft dark brownish black humic soils (C.48) was 
recorded. This deposit was up to 0.21 m in depth. A selection of modern ceramic table-
ware, metal fragments, clay pipe bowls and stems were recovered from the rubble deposit 
(C.48).

Interpretation
The upper stone deposits (C.48) represent the rubble collapse or deliberate demolition of 
a mortared building built with limestone blocks. 

Walls – Subgroup 4002
Context Numbers – C.50 and C.49

Description
A double course of a substantial dry stone wall footing (C.50) was uncovered in the south-
eastern corner of the site, immediately south of the entrance to the cobbled yard from 
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the laneway leading to the road. This footings extended 4.6 m in a north-west to south-
east direction from the southern boundary wall (C.7) and parallel to the return of this 
enclosing wall. The footings were 0.7 m in width and are preserved to a height of 0.32 
m. The wall footings (C.50) stratigraphically post dates the enclosing wall (C.7) and was 
constructed directly on natural subsoil (C.3). 

A short single line of dry stones (C.49), abutting the enclosing wall (C.7) and pre-
served to one course in height with a slight return, extended parallel to the wall of Build-
ing 3 (C.50). These stones were laid directly on the roughly cobbled yard surface (C.25).

Interpretation
In conjunction with the boundary wall the wall footings (C.50) would have formed a 
three-sided structure. The smaller line of less substantial stones (C.49) to the east could 
never have supported a structure of any substance and was not marked on any of the 
ordnance survey maps. 

Internal and associated features – Subgroup 4003
Context Numbers – C.51 and C.56

Description
A layer of re-deposited natural subsoil which consisted of weakly cemented mid grey peb-
bley and stony sand (C.51) was identified overlying the cobbled yard surface (C.25) on the 
interior of bulding 3. It was also noted that a stone deposit (C.56) had pre-dated the yard 
surface in this area, particularly in the southern corner of Building 3.

Interpretation
The stone deposit (C.56) probably represents the deliberate filling of a natural hollow in 
the underlying subsoil in order to form a flat base for the cobbled yard surface. The mid 
grey stony sand (C.51) overlying the cobbled yard (C.25) was possibly laid as a floor sur-
face for the building 3. 

The Cobbled yard – Group 5
Context numbers – C.25, C.54, C.57 and C.9

Description
There is evidence that the yard surface (C.25) originally comprised of neatly laid cobbles, 
best preserved at the laneway opening and in close proximity to Building 1. Some evi-
dence of wheel tracks were apparent in the laneway. A repair to the surface (C.54), using 
larger stones, was noted at the yard entrance. Immediately outside the doorway to Build-
ing 1, a small cement repair (C.57) had been undertaken. 
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An amount of coarse stone (C.9) had been laid extending 5 m westwards from the 
entrance to Building 2. This layer also extended 13 m across the yard in front of the Build-
ing 2 annex and up to the southern boundary wall (C.26/C.7). A number of artefacts were 
recovered from this general area. Included are ceramics, metal fragments, glass sherds, 
leather and a George III Irish-issue copper halfpenny, Type 3, in very poor condition, 
dated to 1781 or ‘82.

Interpretation
Much of the cobble surface had been destroyed due to root and animal activity. The cob-
bled yard was an original feature of the building group and was fixed and repaired during 
the use of the buildings. The stone deposit to the front of building 2 was a feature of the 
original yard, as the cobbled surface (C.25) only slightly extended beneath. It is likely that 
this feature served a dual purpose and functioned as both a ramp to building 2 and a base 
to store dung.

Corn Stacks – Group 6
Context Numbers – C.46, C.66 and C.47

Description
Two sets of stone occurred in close proximity to the north-eastern side of the complex. 
One (C.46) consisted of five rough lime-stones, all measuring 0.64 m to 0.86 m in length 
by 0.19 m to 0.36 m in width. One rounded capstone measured 0.78 m in diameter. Only 
three of the stones remained upright. all the stones had been set into topsoil (C.11) and 
did not cut into the underlying natural subsoil (C.3). 

The second set consisted (C.66) of two upright stones of similar dimensions to the 
first. One of these had fallen. A capstone stood in undergrowth a short distance away. 
These stones were also set into the topsoil but not the underlying natural subsoil.

A deposit of rough stone (C.47), partially resting on topsoil (C.11) and partially on 
natural subsoil (C.3), lay in close proximity and around both sets of stones.

Interpretation
Both sets of stone represent the remains of corn stands. These were simple but effective 
means of protecting corn over the winter in readiness for a spring threshing. A circular or 
rectangular arrangement of stone up rights with cap stones was used to support a wooden 
base on which the corn was stored. This was done in order to raise the corn off the ground 
to avoid dampness and the simple addition of a capstone meant that vermin were unable 
to gain access to the corn. The rough stone deposit may have acted as a foothpath from 
the cobbled yard and also as a hard standing surrounding the stones.
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Dry-Stone Boundary Walls – Group 7
Context Numbers – C.8, C.7, C.26, C.4, C.13, C.33, C.43, C.45 C.39

Description
A wall forms the northern boundary (C.8) of the site and also served as a field boundary 
wall. It was in good condition, particularly to the rear of Building 1. In this area it meas-
ured up to 1.34 m in height and 0.62 m in width. This dry stone wall was rough faced, 
built to irregular single weight bonded courses. The stone employed varied between 0.7 m 
and 0.1 m in size but most stone measured from 0.25 m to 0.5 m. No foundation cut was 
found beneath this wall as it had been constructed directly on the topsoil.

The dry stone wall (C.7) demarcating the southern side of the laneway leading to the 
yard continued to encompass the excavated area to the south. This wall also served as a 
boundary and revetment to the agricultural field to the south. Although some areas had 
been obviously repaired, other parts of this wall were reasonably well preserved. A 3.8 m 
extent towards the east was destroyed. Construction was of roughly faced stone built to 
single courses. The wall had a maximum height of 1.8 m and was 0.6 m wide. This wall 
had also formed two of the walls of building 3. 

A roughly constructed dry stone wall (C.26) replaced the original wall boundary 
wall (C.7) towards the eastern end of the excavation area. This feature is more correctly 
described as stone clearance than walling, due to the low quality of the stone work. The 
construction of this feature post-dated the destruction of both Building 2 and the associ-
ated annex.

The wall (C.33) marking the northern side of the laneway turned northward and 
also partly formed the boundary between the cobbled yard and the garden to the west 
of building 1. Excavation showed that a foundation cut (C.43) had been dug through 
topsoil (C.2) down to a marl-like natural subsoil (C.44), which in turn lay partially above 
solid natural subsoil (C.3). Dry-stone footings had then been laid directly on the marl. 
The stone used was up to 0.5 m in maximum dimensions. The wall was preserved to a 
maximum height of 0. 3m and was 0.5m wide. Some glass, leather, ceramic and metal 
artefacts were recovered from stone mixed with organic material (C.45), which had col-
lapsed from the wall.

A wall ran between the north west corner of building 1 and the northern boundary 
wall. Prior to its construction a shallow cutting or scarping (C.13) of the natural subsoil 
(C.3) had been undertaken, into which an amount of small stone had been laid. This 
stone served as a base for the larger stone that formed the dry stone walling (C.4). The 
wall measured 5.7 m in length and was preserved to three courses in height measuring 0.4 
m and was 0.6 m in width. It appears to have been constructed using randomly coursed 
rough field stone up to 0.5 m in diameter. This wall post-dated both Building 1 and the 
dry stone field boundary wall (C.8) to the north. Glass sherds, metal fragments, leather 
and modern ceramics were recovered from a stone and organic debris (C.12) that had col-
lapsed from the wall. 
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A destroyed dry stone wall (C.39) was identified as a stone scatter and had served 
to define the western extremity of the garden located to the west of buiding 1 and the 
cobbled yard. It extended for 24 m and was orientated roughly north to south and ran 
between the wall (C.33) defining the northern side of the laneway and the northern field 
boundary wall (C.8). The wall had been constructed directly on top of the topsoil (C.2). 

Interpretation
The walls identified and recorded during the excavation served to define both the im-
mediate boundaries of the building group and the laneway and also divided the cobbled 
yard from the garden located to the west. The walls were in some cases built directly on 
top of the topsoil but foundation cuts were also identified. Some of the walls in founda-
tion cuts post date those built directly on the topsoil. Apart from the poorly constructed 
replacement of the eastern portion of the southern boundary (C.7) wall it is probable that 
all the walls were present and integral to the layout of the building group during its use. 
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Appendix 4 Metal finds catalogue
The excavation carried out at Lavally, Co.Galway, led to the discovery of a significant as-
semblage of metal finds. Unfortunately, most of them were in extremely poor conditions 
and difficult to identified, therefore unsuitable to be the object of further investigations. 
The catalogue below illustrates a total of ninety-two metal finds, which represent a faith-
ful sample – in terms of both type and quantity – of the collection originally present on 
site.

The vast majority of iron finds can be associated with a rural environment, being parts 
of agricultural tools or objects related to manual work (as carpentry, building, etc.). Nails, 
rings and iron bars are represented, as well as a series of iron bolts and props, similar in 
shape and size (see Plate 2). 

Utensils designated for a domestic use are quite scarce; only two fork and a spoon 
fragments, one sugar spoon, part of a pair of scissors and a knitting needle are present 
(see Plate 7). A further group of objects relates to the everyday life of the occupants of the 
building; along with several shoe heels, a very corroded shoe polish container’s lid (find 
E3869:5:28), two brooches (finds E3869:1:8 and E3869:5:2, see Plate 12), two brass but-
tons (see Plate 8) and two religious medals (finds E3869:1:6 and E3869:14:1) both devoted 
to the Sacred Heart of the Virgin Mary, were also collected.

It is interesting to notice how no evidence is shown of the possible presence of chil-
dren, or even young adults steadily living on site.

The assemblage as a whole can clearly be considered modern, with a dating going ap-
proximately from the second half of the 19th Century on. The only find situated outside 
this period is a copper halfpenny (see Plate 10) minted under George III, whose kingdom 
ruled between the end of the 18th Century and the beginning of the 19th Century. Given 
is status as an exception, it can be regarded as residual, and it doesn’t modify the general 
date set for the metal finds group, and for the site in general.

Iron
Shoe heel (E3869:11:1) Fe. L. 55.7 mm., W. 11.4 mm., Th. 4.5 mm. Complete. Two nails 
still present, rectangular in section. Corroded.

Shoe heel (E3869:12:1) Fe. L. 53.8 mm., W. 9.4 mm., Th. 3.9 mm. Complete. Two nails 
still hung onto the circular perforations. Corroded.

Shoe heel (E3869:12:2) Fe. L. 63.7 mm., W. 11 mm., Th. 5.1 mm. Complete. Two nails 
still hung onto the circular perforations. Corroded.

Shoe heel (E3869:45:1) Fe. L. 55.6 mm., W. 9.1 mm., Th. 4.9 mm. Complete. Two nails 
still hung onto the circular perforations. Very corroded.
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Shoe heel (E3869:55:1) Fe. L. 59.6 mm., W. 12.8 mm., Th. 6.5 mm. Complete. Two cir-
cular perforations visible, rectangular in section. Corroded.

Ring (E3869:1:65) Fe. L. 72.2 mm., W. 33.7 mm., D. (in section) 7.3 mm. Complete. El-
liptical ring, circular in section. Probably part of a chain. Corroded.

Ring (E3869:2:1) Fe. L. 42.5 mm., W. 32.4 mm., D. (in section) 8.6 mm. Incomplete. 
Elliptical ring, circular in section. Probably part of a chain. Corroded.

Ring (E3869:5:13) Fe. L. 86.5 mm., W. 26.6 mm., Th. 14.9 mm. Incomplete. Fragment of 
a thick ring, probably part of a tool. Rectangular in section. Corroded.

Ring (E3869:5:39) Fe. L. 53.3 mm., W. 24 mm., D. (in section) 8.6 mm. Incomplete. El-
liptical ring, circular in section and slightly twisted. Probably part of a chain. Corroded.

Ring (E3869:5:75) Fe. L. 71.5 mm., D. 16.6 mm., Th. 6.3 mm., Th. (in section) 6.15 mm. 
Complete. Probably part of a tool. Corroded.

Plate	1:	Group	of	shoe	heels�
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Nail (E3869:1:56) Fe. L. 153.4 mm., Th. (of shank) 11.3 mm., D. (of head) 15.8 mm. 
Complete but slightly damaged. Carpentry nail.  Shank straight and rectangular in sec-
tion. Flat circular head. Very corroded.

Nail (E3869:1:57) Fe. L. 195 mm., Th. (of shank) 12.07 mm., D. (of head) 29.4 mm. 
Complete. Carpentry nail. Shank bent and square in section. Head circular in shape. 
Corroded.

Nail (E3869:1:61) Fe. L. 195 mm., Th. (of shank) 12.07 mm., D. (of head) 29.4 mm. 
Complete. Carpentry nail. Shank slightly bent and square in section. Flat circular head. 
Corroded.

Nail (E3869:1:67) Fe. L. 143.2 mm., Th. (of shank) 11.6 mm., D. (of head) 31 mm. Com-
plete. Carpentry nail. Shank square in section. Flat circular head. Corroded.

Nail (E3869:1:79) Fe. L. 88.8 mm., Th. (of shank) 8.6 mm., D. (of head) 13.2 mm. Com-
plete but slightly damaged (point missing). Carpentry nail.  Shank slightly bent and 
rectangular in section. Flat rectangular head. Corroded.

Nail (E3869:5:32) Fe. L. 51.1 mm., Th. (of shank) 4.1 mm., D. (of head) 7.5 mm. Com-
plete. Shank straight and rectangular in section. Flat circular head. Very corroded.

Nail (E3869:5:36) Fe. L. 150 mm., D. (of shank) 6.2 mm., D. (of head) 12.7 mm. Com-
plete. Carpentry nail. Shank straight and circular in section. Flat circular head. Very 
modern. Corroded.

Nail (E3869:5:41) Fe. L. 51.6 mm., Th. (of shank) 4.1 mm., D. (of head) 6.2 mm. Com-
plete. Shank slightly twisted and rectangular in section. Flat circular head. Corroded.

Nails (E3869:9:8) Fe. Average L. 86.05 mm., average Th. (of shank) 5.3 mm., average D. 
(of head) 11.5 mm. Complete. Two carpentry nails. Shanks rectangular in section. Flat 
circular head. Corroded.

Nail (E3869:34:4) Fe. L. 84.3 mm., Th. (of shank) 8 mm., D. (of head) 13.2 mm. Com-
plete. Carpentry nail. Shank straight and rectangular in section. Flat circular head. 
Corroded.

Rivet (E3869:1:66) Fe. L. 95.2 mm., W. 50.6 mm., Th. (of shank) 12.1 mm. Incomplete. 
L-shaped. Shank rectangular in section, bends to an angle. Corroded.

Rivet (E3869:1:68) Fe. L. 249 mm., W. 69.6 mm., Th. (of shank) 14.3 mm. Incomplete 
(broken at both ends). Zigzag-shaped. Shank rectangular in section. Corroded.
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Rivet (E3869:5:11) Fe. L. 87 mm., W. 35.3 mm., Th. (of shank) 8.3 mm. Complete but 
slightly damaged. L-shaped. Shank rectangular in section, bends to an angle. Corroded.

U-shaped Bolt (E3869:11:2) Fe. L. 73.1 mm., W. 35.2 mm., Th. (in section) 7.25 mm. 
Complete. Rectangular in section. Very corroded.

Bolt (E3869:1:53) Fe. L. 208 mm., Th. (of shank) 12.56 mm., D. (of head) 28.6 mm. 
Complete. Shank straight and square in section. Head circular in shape. Rectangular-in-
section screw (W. 30.8 mm., Th. 10 mm.) tied to the shank. Corroded. Similar to find 
E3869:5:43.

Bolt (E3869:1:55) Fe. L. 243 mm., Th. (of shank) 15.3 mm., W. (of head) 22.1 mm. Com-
plete. Shank straight and square in section. Head square in shape. Rectangular-in-section 
screw (W. 29.7 mm., Th. 10.4 mm.) tied to the shank. Corroded. 

Bolt (E3869:1:58) Fe. L. 223.7 mm., Th. (of shank) 11.3 mm., W. (of head) 23.7 mm. 
Complete. Shank straight and square in section. Head square in shape. Rectangular-in-
section double screw (W. 27.7 mm., Th. 18.3 mm.) tied to the shank. Corroded. 

Bolt (E3869:1:60) Fe. L. 216 mm., Th. (of shank) 11.9 mm., W. (of head) 26.9 mm. Com-
plete. Shank slightly twisted and square in section. Head square in shape. Rectangular-in-
section screw (W. 28.5 mm., Th. 10.8 mm.) tied to the shank. Corroded. 

Bolt (E3869:1:72) Fe. L. 173.1 mm., Th. 77.3 mm., Th. (of shank) 20.5 mm. Incomplete. 
Both ends are broken. L-shaped and rectangular in section. Corroded.

Bolt (E3869:1:74) Fe. L. 186 mm., Th. (of shank) 11 mm., D. (of head) 28.9 mm. Com-
plete. Shank straight and square in section. Head circular in shape. Rectangular-in-sec-
tion screw (W. 28.6 mm., Th. 10.3 mm.) tied to the shank. Attached to a punched bar 
(L. 185.7 mm. x W. 31.3 mm. x Th. 7.4 mm.) with four square perforations. Corroded. 
Similar to find E3869:5:43.

Bolt (E3869:5:43) Fe. L. 232 mm., Th. (of shank) 11.3 mm., D. (of head) 30.65 mm. 
Complete. Shank straight and square in section. Head circular in shape. Rectangular-in-
section screw (W. 35.6 mm., Th. 8.8 mm.) tied to the shank. Corroded. Similar to find 
E3869:1:53.

Bolt (E3869:5:44) Fe. L. 313 mm., Th. (of shank) 12.4 mm., D. (of head) 28.3 mm. Com-
plete. Shank curved and square in section. Flat circular head. Corroded. 
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Bolt (E3869:5:45) Fe. L. 372 mm., D. (of shank) 17.5 mm., W. (of head) 23.8 mm. Com-
plete. Shank straight and circular in section. Square head. Corroded. 

Bolt (E3869:5:59) Fe. L. 234 mm., Th. (of shank) 13.5 mm., D. (of head) 38 mm. Com-
plete. Shank straight and square in section. Flat circular head. Corroded. 

Prop (E3869:1:73) Fe. L. 152.4 mm., Th. (of shank) 18.6 mm., Th. (of head) 26.6 mm. 
Complete. Shank straight and rectangular in section. Flat square head. Corroded.

Prop (E3869:1:76) Fe. L. 256 mm., Th. (of shank) 13.7 mm. Incomplete. Headless. Shank 
slightly bent and rectangular in section. Corroded.

Prop (E3869:5:40) Fe. L. 213 mm., Th. (of shank) 13.2 mm. Incomplete. Headless. Shank 
straight and rectangular in section. Corroded.

Horseshoe (E3869:1:1) Fe. L. 117.2 mm., W. 128.8 mm., Th. 25.1 mm., Th. (in section) 
6.2 mm. Complete but slightly damaged. Four rectangular nail perforations are visible. 
Corroded. 

Horseshoe fragment (E3869:1:7) Fe. L. 120.1 mm., W. 22.7 mm., Th. 6.1 mm. Incom-
plete. Half part of a horseshoe. Four square nail perforations are visible. Very corroded. 

Plate	2:Group	of	bolts	and	props	from	C�1	&	C�5�
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Horseshoe (E3869:5:4) Fe. L. 149.9 mm., W. 144.1 mm., Th. 23.3 mm., Th. (in section) 
9.4 mm. Complete. Five rectangular nail perforations are visible. Corroded. 

Horseshoe (E3869:14:6) Fe. L. 133.5 mm., W. 122.9 mm., Th. 30.2 mm., Th. (in section) 
12 mm. Complete. Very corroded. 

Horse Bit (E3869:5:5) Fe. L. 141.2 mm., W. 149.2 mm., D. (section of bar) 8.4 mm., D. 
(of ring) 32.5 mm., Th. (of ring) 4.7 mm. Incomplete. Composed of a slightly curved 
iron bar circular in section, attached to two lateral bars each one with a ring at one end. 
Corroded.

Hook (E3869:5:37) Fe. L. 125.4 mm., W. 54.5 mm., Th. 4.2 mm. Complete. Drop-shaped 
with two perforations of different size. Probably used as some sort of fastener. Corroded. 

Hook (E3869:34:3) Fe. L. 173.5 mm., D. (of section) 10.4 mm. Incomplete, apparently 
broken at one end. Corroded. 

Plate	3:	Horse	equipment�
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Hinge (E3869:1:11) Fe. L. 117.9 mm., W. 55.6 mm., Th. (section of bar) 15.5 mm. Incom-
plete. Composed of a curved iron bar circular in section, attached to a flat leaf-shaped 
barbed part. Corroded.

Plate	4:	Group	of	door	components�
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Hinge (E3869:5:9) Fe. L. 113.2 mm., W. 32.3 mm., Th. 4.2 mm. Incomplete. Rectangular 
in shape. Composed of two parts joint together by a bolt. Partially bent. Three circular 
perforations – probably nail holes – are present. Corroded.

Hinge (E3869:5:38) Fe. L. 145.7 mm., W. 56.2 mm., Th. (section of bar) 12.7 mm. In-
complete. Composed of a curved iron bar circular in section, attached to a flat leaf-shaped 
barbed part. Corroded.

Fastener (E3869:5:8) Fe. L. 144.2 mm., Th. 17.6 mm. Incomplete, slightly damaged. The 
main bar is square in section until it turns to an angle becoming circular in section (D. 
17.5 mm.). The opposite end of the fastener has a hook-like shape. Very corroded. 

Padlock (E3869:5:6) Fe. L. 110.9 mm., W. 66.8 mm., Th. (of body) 18.1 mm., D. (of 
shackle) 10.4 mm. Incomplete, slightly damaged. Final part of the shackle is missing. 
Very corroded. 

Door lock (E3869:5:42) Fe. L. 153.25 mm., W. 53.3 mm., Th. 3.7 mm. Incomplete, heav-
ily damaged. Rectangular in shape with a pointy end and a circular perforation. Keyhole 
broken and barely recognizable. Very corroded. 

Key (E3869:1:2) Fe. L. 99.5 mm., D. (of section) 8.6 mm., D. (of bow) 27.4 mm. Com-
plete. Bow semi-circular in shape. Very corroded.

Key (E3869:34:2) Fe. L. 122.7 mm., D. (of section) 9.3 mm., D. (of bow) 37.4 mm. Com-
plete. Bow semi-circular in shape. Very corroded. 

Latch (E3869:1:10) Fe. L. 176.3 mm., W. max 56.4 mm., W. min 20.4 mm., Th. 2.5 mm. 
Complete. T-shaped latch with two circular perforations and a rounded knob. Corroded. 

Latch Hook (E3869:1:54) Fe. L. 150 mm., W. 118 mm., D. 12.1 mm. Complete. Latch 
hook, damaged at one end. Circular in section. Corroded. 

Chain (E3869:1:63) Fe. L. 157 mm., W. 32.2 mm., D. (of ring) 49 mm. Incomplete. Part 
of an iron chain. Two semi-circular in shape rings and one hook present. Top end broken. 
Corroded. 

Chain (E3869:1:64) Fe. L. 253 mm., W. 26.7 mm., D. (of ring) 50 mm. Incomplete. Part 
of an iron chain. Seven semi-circular in shape rings present. Corroded. 

Chain (E3869:5:7) Fe. L. 150.1 mm., W. 41.2 mm., D. (of ring) 67.4 mm. Incomplete. 
Part of an iron chain. Two semi-circular in shape rings present. Top end turns to a twisted 
hook. Corroded. 
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Chain (E3869:5:34) Fe. L. 154 mm., W. 25.8 mm., D. (of ring) 33.4 mm. Incomplete. 
Part of an iron chain. Five semi-circular in shape rings present. Top end turns to a twisted 
hook. Corroded. 

File (E3869:1:80) Fe. L. 267 mm., W. 21.4 mm., Th. 6.2 mm. Incomplete, broken at both 
ends. Possible file. Rectangular in section. Corroded. 

File (E3869:5:30) Fe. L. 284 mm., W. 19.2 mm., Th. 7.9 mm. Incomplete, slightly dam-
aged. Tang visible and bent to an angle. Rectangular in section. Corroded. Similar to 
E3869:5:31.

File (E3869:5:31) Fe. L. 290 mm., W. 20.7 mm., Th. 11.5 mm. Incomplete, slightly dam-
aged. Part of tang visible. Rectangular in section. Corroded. Similar to E3869:5:30.

Sickle Blade (E3869:1:5) Fe. L. 258 mm., W. 19.4 mm., Th. 5.5 mm. Incomplete, point 
missing. Part of tang visible. Triangular in section. Corroded. 

Tool (E3869:5:33) Fe. L. 153.5 mm., W. 43.3 mm., Th. (of shank) 2.9 mm. Incomplete. 
L-shaped with a flat rectangular-in-section shank. Possible part of an agricultural tool. 
Corroded. 

Saw (E3869:5:48) Fe. L. 605 mm., W. 113.3 mm., Th. (of shank) 31 mm. Incomplete and 
damaged. Carpentry saw. Handle missing. Three circular-headed screws are present. Very 
corroded. 

Plate	5:	Group	of	chains	from	C�1	&	C�5�



iSSUE 8: Eachtra JoUrnaL - iSSn 2009-2237 FinaL archaEoLogicaL Excavation rEport

62

Joint (E3869:5:14) Fe. D. 55 mm., D. (in section) 3.3 mm. Incomplete. Final part of a pipe 
joint. Circular in shape, like a ring. Very corroded. 

Joint (E3869:5:46) Fe. L. 218 mm., W. 92 mm., D. (in section) 4.5 mm. Incomplete. Part 
of a circular joint. Corroded. 

Cap (E3869:5:15) Fe. D. 36 mm., Th. (in section) 1 mm. Complete. Probable container or 
jar cap. Circular in shape. Very corroded. 

Cap (E3869:5:16) Fe. D. 67.4 mm., Th. (in section) 0.6 mm. Complete, but slightly dam-
aged. Probable container or jar cap. Circular in shape. Corroded. 

Loop (E3869:5:35) Fe. L. 55.9 mm., W. 11.6 mm., Th. 4.1 mm. Incomplete. Rectangular 
in shape and in section. Probably part of a belt. Very corroded. 

Bar (E3869:1:77) Fe. L. 266 mm., W. 24.7 mm., Th. 5 mm. Complete. Punched elongat-
ed iron bar. Four circular perforations present. Probably part of a junction. Rectangular 
in shape, it turns to a ring at one end. Corroded. 

Plate	6:	Group	of	agricultural	tools�
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Bar (E3869:5:12) Fe. L. 95.5 mm., W. 16.3 mm., Th. 4.1 mm. Incomplete. Flat plain iron 
bar. Rectangular in shape, it is broken at both ends. Corroded. 

Bar (E3869:69:1) Fe. L. 97.5 mm., W. 30.3 mm., Th. 5.5 mm. Incomplete. Probably part 
of a junction. One circular bolt present. Rectangular in shape. Very corroded. 

Spoon (E3869:1:62) Fe. L. 143.8 mm., W. 39.4 mm., Th. (of handle) 3.9 mm. Incomplete. 
Handle is present, bent and rounded at the end. Very corroded. 

Fork (E3869:5:1) Fe. L. 94.9 mm., W. 19 mm., D. (of shank) 7.4 mm. Incomplete. Fork 
fragment, rectangular in shape with two teeth (one missing). Shank circular in section. 
Handle missing. Corroded. 

Fork (E3869:9:9) Fe. L. 274.3 mm., W. 42.3 mm., D. (of shank) 6.7 mm. Incomplete. 
Fork fragment, rectangular in shape with three teeth. Shank pronged and circular in sec-
tion. Handle missing. Part of a tool rather than a cutlery piece. Corroded. 

Comb (E3869:5:10) Fe. L. 119.7 mm., W. 28.3 mm., Th. 2.2 mm. Incomplete and broken 
in two pieces. Part of an animal trap. Nine teeth (L. 15.2  mm. each) are still complete. 
Very corroded. 

Scissors (E3869:5:3) Fe. L. 137.6 mm., W. (of blade) 12.2 mm., Th. (of blade) 3.2 mm., D. 
(of handle ring) 25.9 mm. Incomplete (lower blade missing). Very corroded. 

Basin (E3869:1:78) Fe. L. 72.4 mm., W. 24.9 mm., Th. 2.9 mm. Incomplete. Basin rim 
fragment, sub-rectangular in shape. Trimmed rim. Corroded. Similar in the shape to find 
E3869:1:70.

Plate	7:	Group	of	domestic	utensils�
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Basin (E3869:1:70) Fe. L. 244 mm., W. 91.8 mm., Th. 3.8 mm. Incomplete. Basin rim 
fragment. Trimmed rim. Corroded. Similar in the shape to find E3869:1:78, possibly 
linked to find E3869:1:71.

Basin (E3869:1:71) Fe. L. 115.9 mm., W. 88.8 mm., Th. 4.6 mm. Incomplete. Basin body 
fragment, sub-rectangular in shape. Possibly linked to find E3869:1:70. Corroded. 

Brass
Button (E3869:1:9) Brass. D. 18.5 mm., Th. 1 mm. Complete. Flat circular button. 
Marked “FINE PLATED SURFACE” on the back, around the hanging buttonhole. 

Button (E3869:6:1) Brass. D. 18.58 mm., Th. 1.72 mm. Incomplete. Buttonhole missing. 
Flat circular button. Trimmed on the back with a partial readable mark “..LONDON…”. 

Brooch (E3869:1:8) Brass. L. 31.3 mm., W. 17 mm., Th. 1.1 mm. Complete. Harp-shaped 
brooch. Possibly previously applied as a decoration to clothes etc. etc. Probable dating: 
20th Century. 

Bronze
Coin (E3869:1:4) Bronze. D. 30.6 mm., Th. 1.7 mm. Complete. Bronze penny issued 
under King George V (1865–1936). ‘GEORGIUS V DEI GRA: BRITT: OMN: REX: FID: 
DEF: IND IMP’ (obverse) – ‘ONE PENNY 1916’ (reverse). An engrailed edge (a pat-
terned groove cut into the edge all around the coin) is present. Good condition. 

Plate	8:	Buttons	(find	E3869:1:9	and	E3869:6:1)�
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Copper
Coin (E3869:9:1) Cu. D. 28.4 mm., Th. 1.42 mm. Complete but in very bad conditions. 
Very poor condition makes difficult to proceed to a complete identification. Probably a 
copper halfpenny issued under King George III (1760–1820). The harp on the reverse 
side is visible as well as the sovereign profile and the words reading ‘GEORGIUS III’ on 
the obverse side. (Cfr. Example illustrated in Figure 2). In 1766, six year after coming to 
the English throne, George III produced an issue of copper halfpennies for Ireland. These 
coins are similar in design to those of George II. The farthing denomination was not 
struck. The issue was continued in 1769 and second issue the same year with some modi-
fications to the bust of the monarch was also produced. The design was modified again in 

Plate	9:	George	V	-	One	Penny	(1916)	reverse	(left),	obverse	(right)�

Plate	10:	George	III	Halfpenny	reverse	(left),	obverse	(right)(www�irishcoinage�com)�
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1774 and coins were issued dated 1774, 1775, 1776, 1781 and finally in 1782. (Cfr. http://

www.irishcoinage.com/MILLED.HTM#bankt). 
Based on the engraving still distinguishable the dating of this coin would lean to-

wards the first issues produced, although such a relatively early dating doesn’t really fit in 
with the overall later occupancy of the site.

Copper-Alloy
Spoon (E3869:6:2) Cu.Alloy. L. 112.3 mm., W. 17 mm., Th. 1.3 mm. Complete. Pincers-
shaped sugar spoon. Probable dating: 20th Century. Slightly corroded. 

Container (E3869:7:1) Cu.Alloy. D. 39.2 mm., Th. 9.9 mm. Incomplete. Lid missing. 
Cosmetic (cream or powder) container, circular in shape. Marked at the bottom “Bourjois  
LONDON – PARIS”. Bourjois is a cosmetic company founded in Paris in 1863. 

Tin
Medal (E3869:1:6) Sn. D. 14.7 mm., Th. 0.99 mm. Complete. Mother Mary religious 
medal. Sub-circular in shape. It reads: ‘O MARY CONCEIVED WITHOUT SIN PRAY 
FOR US WHO HAVE RECOURSE TO THEE’. Slightly corroded. Probably dating to 
the beginning of the 20th Century. 

Medal (E3869:14:1) Sn. D. 28 mm., Th. 1.56 mm. Complete. Mother Mary religious 
medal. Oval in shape. It reads: ‘O MARY CONCEIVED WITHOUT SIN PRAY FOR 
US WHO HAVE RECOURSE TO THEE’. Same as find E3869:1:6 but of slightly bigger 
size. Corroded. 

Plate	11:	Religious	Medal	(find	E3869:1:6)�

http://www.irishcoinage.com/MILLED.HTM#bankt
http://www.irishcoinage.com/MILLED.HTM#bankt
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Brooch (E3869:5:2) Sn. L. 37.8 mm., W. 23.7 mm., Th. 5.3 mm. Complete. Butterfly-
shaped brooch decorated with a light blue circular stone inset. Rear safety pin missing. 
+Probable dating: 20th Century. 

Lid (E3869:5:28) Sn. D. 62 mm., Th. 10 mm. Complete. Smashed and very corroded. 
Shoe polish container lid. The printed label reads: ‘NUGGET REGISTERED TRADE 
MARK DARK BROWN  STAIN POLISH THE FINEST BOOT POLISH AND LEATH-
ER PRESERVATIVE’ . Probably dating to the beginning of the 20th Century. 

Knitting needle (E3869:5:29) Sn. L. 287.5 mm., D. 3.45 mm., D. (of head) 7.9 mm. 
Complete. Twisted and circular in section. Circular button-like head.

Plate	12:	Brooches:	harp	(left)	and	butterfly	(right)	shaped�
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Appendix 5 Clay pipes catalogue

In the 19th Century there were clay pipe makers in twenty-three counties in Ireland, and 
they were usually concentrated near towns and cities. Generally pipe making was carried 
out by small firms employing between three and thirty workers (Hartnett 2004).

Fourteen among the clay pipe bowls described in the catalogue below present the 
mark “HYNES – GALWAY” on the stem (see Plate 3). Considering in the number also 
the stem/stem fragments examined above, twenty-two pieces in total out of fifty-two clay 
pipe fragments show the same mark. Probably most of the clay pipes forming the assem-
blage recovered in Lavally were produced locally by a maker operating in Galway at least 
from the end of the 19th Century. A Hynes Clay Pipe Manufactory was well established in 
Galway City at number 6, Prospect Hill, as shown by photographic evidence dating back 
at the beginning of the 20th Century (see Plate 1 and Plate 2). 

The only certain exception seems to be a clay pipe bowl (find E3869:1:35), marked 
“O’GORMANN – 3 EYRE STREET – GALWAY”. 

Stems
A total of twenty-two stem fragments were recovered from site. Eight of them are marked 
“HYNES – GALWAY” on both sides of the stem respectively. According to their dimen-
sions and shape (elliptical in section rather then circular), they can be dated to the late 
19th/first half of 20th Century

Stem (E3869:1:13) L. 33.7 mm, D. 12.16 mm. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:1:14) L. 54.68 mm, D. 13.08 mm. Marked “HYNES – GALWAY”. 
Incomplete. 

Stem (E3869:1:15) L. 51. 74 mm, D. 13.39 mm. Marked “HYNES – GALWAY”.  
Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:1:16) L. 55.96 mm, D. 11.52 mm. Marked “HYNES – GALWAY”. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:1:17) L. 43 mm, D. 13.48 mm. Incomplete. 

Stem (E3869:1:18) L. 48.9 mm, D. 11.8 mm. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:1:19) L. 54.88 mm, D. 10.17 mm. Marked “HYNES – GALWAY”. Writing 
partially readable. Incomplete.
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Plate	 1:	 The	 Square,	 Galway	 City,	 early	 20th	 Century�	 Hynes	 Clay	 Pipe	 Manufacturing	 is	 the	
eight	 building	 from	 the	 left	 in	 the	 background�	 (http://www�kennys�ie/News/
OldGalway/11092008-GalwaysFirstTaxiRank/)

Plate	 2:	 Hynes	 Clay	 Pipe	 Manufacturing,	 Galway�	 (from	 the	 archive	 of	 Galway	 City	 Museum)Stem	
(E3869:1:12)	L�	19�1	mm,	D�	11�97	mm�	Incomplete�
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Stem (E3869:1:20) L. 38.14 mm, D. 10.78 mm. Marked “HYNES – GALWAY”. Writing 
partially readable. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:1:21) L. 50.7 mm, D. 11.23 mm. Decorated on both sides with a lozenges 
motif. Incomplete. 

Stem (E3869:1:22) L. 60.14 mm, D. 13.05 mm. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:1:23) L. 71.45 mm, D. 8.85 mm. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:1:24) L. 48.9 mm, D. 15.09 mm. Marked “HYNES – GALWAY”. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:1:25) L. 107 mm, D. 10.8 mm. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:2:2) L. 48.6 mm, D. 8.85 mm. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:5:17) L. 24.1 mm, D. 11.16 mm. Final part of stem. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:5:18) L. 39.27 mm, D. 12.71 mm. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:5:19) L. 28.3 mm, D. 6.44 mm. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:5:20) L. 17.55 mm, D. 7.2 mm. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:5:21) L. 22.93 mm, D. 7.52 mm. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:5:26) L. 30.1 mm, D. 15.45 mm. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:5:27) L. 76.7 mm, D. 11.05 mm. Marked “HYNES – GALWAY”. Incomplete.

Stem (E3869:11:3) L. 20 mm, D. 4.94 mm. Incomplete.

Bowls*
A total of thirty (MNP**) clay pipe bowls/bowl fragments were examined. 

Eleven of the clay pipes recovered in Lavally present on the back of the bowl a 
“Crowned L” in a circular beaded frame. These are Irish copies of the Dutch “Crowned 
L” pipes. This kind of stamp seems to have been very popular with Irish makers in the 
19th century. The same type of pipe was found in Mackney Ringfort (find E2444:125:9) 
during the excavations on the N6 Galway-Ballinasloe. Similar to example illustrated in 
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Norton (1997, 184, Fig. 87:9). Nine of them are also marked “HYNES – GALWAY” on 
the stem.

A group of five clay pipes were recovered from C.1 (Finds E3869:1:37–38, 40–41&46) 
with no decoration apart from the mark “HYNES – GALWAY” on the stem. Two more 
bowls (Finds E3869:1:33&36), although missing the stems, can be considered part of the 
same group. They all are similar, probably made from the same cast. The diameter of the 
bowls varies between 29 and 31.5 mm. According to their size and finish they can be 
dated to the Late 19th Century. A reference type can be found in Lane (1997a, 103, Fig. 
33:38).

Bowl fragment (E3869:5:25) L. 21.9 mm, W. 17.5 mm. Triangular in shape. 

Bowl fragment (E3869:1:26) L. 27.2 mm, W. 25.6 mm. Fragment of a large bowl with a 
light rouletting on the rim. 

Bowl fragment (E3869:1:27) L. 31.3 mm, W. 16.9 mm. Fragment of bowl with trimmed 
rim. A heater-shaped shield mark is partially visible on the side, but the inscription en-
closed in it is too damaged to be read. The mark is similar to the one in Lane (1997a, 103, 
Fig.33:30).

Bowl fragment (E3869:1:28) L. 44.4 mm, W. 21 mm. Fragment of a smooth large bowl. 
Triangular in shape. 

Plate	3:	Group	of	locally	manufactured	clay	pipes
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Bowl (E3869:5:24) L. 29.9 mm, D. 50.2 mm. Incomplete. Half part of bowl and part of 
stem (D. 14.5 mm.) present. Smooth, straight sided bowl without spur. Probable dating: 
18th/19th Century.

Bowl (E3869:29:1) L. 52.6 mm, W. 28.6 mm. Incomplete. Fragment of a large bowl with 
trimmed rim. Probable dating: 1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:31) L. 29.9 mm, D. 50.2 mm. Incomplete. Fragment of a large smooth 
bowl. Probable dating: 18th/19th Century.

Bowl (E3869:9:2) L. 63.3 mm, W. 28.1 mm. Incomplete. Fragment of a smooth elongated 
bowl. Part of a small spur present. Probable dating: 1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:30) L. 63.3 mm, W. 28.1 mm. Incomplete. Fragment of a bulbous bowl, 
with rouletting on the rim. On the back of the bowl a “Crowned L” in a circular beaded 
frame is present. Irish copy of the Dutch “Crowned L” pipe. Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:52) L. 103.4 mm, D. 32.9 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 13.3 mm.) present. Spur missing. Large bowl with rouletted rim. Marked on the back 
with a “Crowned L” in a circular beaded frame. Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:48) L. 105.42 mm, D. 32.8 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 12.5 mm.) present. Spur present. Large bowl with rouletted rim. Marked on the back 
with a “Crowned L” in a circular beaded frame and “HYNES – GALWAY” on the stem. 
Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:49) L. 140 mm, D. 35.6 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 12.45 mm.) present. Spur present. Large bowl with rouletted rim. Marked on the 
back with a “Crowned L” in a circular beaded frame and “HYNES – GALWAY” on the 
stem. Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:39) L. 142.15 mm, D. 34 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 13.08 mm.) present. Spur present. Large bowl with rouletted rim. Marked on the 
back with a “Crowned L” in a circular beaded frame and “HYNES – GALWAY” on the 
stem. Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:42) L. 137.8 mm, D. 30.6 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 10.8 mm.) present. Spur present. Large bowl with rouletted rim. Marked on the back 
with a “Crowned L” in a circular beaded frame and “HYNES – GALWAY” on the stem. 
Dating: c.1850–1900.
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Bowl (E3869:1:47) L. 121.38 mm, D. 33.2 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 13 mm.) present. Spur present. Large bowl with rouletted rim. Marked on the back 
with a “Crowned L” in a circular beaded frame and “HYNES – GALWAY” on the stem. 
Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:45) L. 121.2 mm, D. 33.4 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 12.8 mm.) present. Spur present. Large bowl with rouletted rim. Marked on the back 
with a “Crowned L” in a circular beaded frame and “HYNES – GALWAY” on the stem. 
Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:43) L. 141.6 mm, D. 32.5 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 13.11 mm.) present. Spur missing. Large bowl with rouletted rim. Marked on the 
back with a “Crowned L” in a circular beaded frame and “HYNES – GALWAY” on the 
stem. Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:44) L. 131 mm, D. 34.2 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 12.9 mm.) present. Spur missing. Large bowl with rouletted rim. Marked on the back 
with a “Crowned L” in a circular beaded frame and “HYNES – GALWAY” on the stem. 
Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:50) L. 113.75 mm, D. 34.7 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl (although par-
tially damaged) and part of stem (D. 13 mm.) present. Spur missing. Large bowl with 
rouletted rim. Marked on the back with a “Crowned L” in a circular beaded frame and 
“HYNES – GALWAY” on the stem. Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:5:23) H. 46.8 mm, D. 32 mm. Incomplete. Large damaged bowl with rou-
letted rim. Spur and stem missing. Marked on the back with a “Crowned L” in a circular 
beaded frame. Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:37) L. 108.15 mm, D. 30.2 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 16.2 mm.) present. Smooth, well-finished, spur-less bowl. Marked “HYNES – GAL-
WAY” on the stem. Stem oval in section. Dating: Late 19th Century.

Bowl (E3869:1:38) L. 101.05 mm, D. 29.25 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of 
stem (D. 16.4 mm.) present. Smooth, well-finished, spur-less bowl. Marked “HYNES – 
GALWAY” on the stem. Stem oval in section. Dating: Late 19th Century.

Bowl (E3869:1:40) L. 112.4 mm, D. 30.12 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 15.1 mm.) present. Smooth, well-finished, spur-less bowl. Marked “HYNES – GAL-
WAY” on the stem. Stem oval in section. Dating: Late 19th Century.



LavaLLy-E3869                                            http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e3869-lavally-co-galway/ 

75

Bowl (E3869:1:41) L. 112.7 mm, D. 31.3 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 15.6 mm.) present. Smooth, well-finished, spur-less bowl. Marked “HYNES – GAL-
WAY” on the stem. Stem oval in section. Dating: Late 19th Century.

Bowl (E3869:1:46) L. 123.6 mm, D. 30 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 16.17 mm.) present. Smooth, well-finished, spur-less bowl. Marked “HYNES – GAL-
WAY” on the stem. Stem oval in section. Dating: Late 19th Century.

Bowl (E3869:1:33) H. 50.9 mm, D. 29.8 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl broken at the 
notch with the stem. Smooth, well-finished, spur-less bowl. Stem oval in section. Dating: 
Late 19th Century.

Bowl (E3869:1:36) H. 53.3 mm, D. 29.9 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl broken at the 
notch with the stem. Smooth, well-finished, spur-less bowl. Stem oval in section. Dating: 
Late 19th Century.
Bowl (E3869:1:32) H. 54.85 mm, D. 31.5 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl broken at the 
notch with the stem. Spur present. Large bowl with rouletted rim. Marked on the back 
“HYNES – 43 – GALWAY”  in an oval beaded frame. Dating: c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:35) H. 51.05 mm, D. 29.2 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl broken at the 
notch with the stem. Spur missing. Large bowl with rouletted rim. Marked on the back 
“(…) O’GORMANN – 3 EYRE STREET – GALWAY” in an oval beaded frame. Dating: 
c.1850–1900.

Bowl (E3869:1:34) H. 50 mm, D. 27.3 mm. Incomplete. Entire bowl and part of stem 
(D. 16.17 mm.) present although damaged. Spur present but not complete. Smooth, well-
finished bowl. Marked on the back  with a circular beaded framed stamp. Writing un-
readable. Dating: c.1850–1900.

* The diameter considered is the maximum diameter of the bowl. When the bowl lip is 
present the diameter is taken on the rim of the bowl.

** Minimum Number of Pieces

Spurs 
Spur (E3869:2:22) H. 18.8 mm, W. 15.6 mm. Complete. Tiny spur probably belonging to 
a 19th Century locally made clay pipe. Cfr. Lane (2003, 248). 
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Appendix 6 Pottery catalogue

A total of 376 sherds of pottery were recovered on site. They come from eleven different 
contexts. They mostly are either topsoil finds (C.1, C.2, C.5, C.6, C.11, C.12, C.45, C.500) 
or finds recovered from features produced by the collapse of materials from Building 1 
(C.14 and C.24). The only exception is a stoneware jar from C.28, a pit fill (see Table 1). 

Nine pottery types are represented (see Table 2). Overall the assemblage is modern in 
date, dating from the late 19th/early 20th Century on. Most of the identified forms can be 
included in the tableware range: some of them were of daily and common use; others were 
part of more valuable sets reserved for special occasions. This could validate the theory 
that, although situated in a rural environment, the settlement in Lavally was occupied by 
a rather wealthy family.

The fabrics have been identified through a macroscopic analysis and the gathered in-
formation is presented in Table 2. The table contains the quantity of sherds in each fabric 
type, an approximate number of Minimum Vessels Represented (MVR), the Minimum 
Number of Vessels (MNV – Based on the presence of rim/handle sherds), and the date 
range of the fabric type according to extensive assemblages in Ireland. The identification 
of sherds by context is contained in Table 1, together with the probable form of vessels.

Context Pottery Type No. of Sherds Form
1 Black Glazed Ware

Glazed Red Earthenware
Unglazed Red Earthenware
Pearlware
Shell-edged Ware
Transfer Printed Ware
Stoneware

16
15
3
28
1
41
27

Tureen
Teapot/Tureen
?
Plate/Bowl/Teapot/Cup
Plate
Plate/Bowl/Tankard
Bottle/Jar

2 Stoneware 
Glazed Red Earthenware
Transfer Printed Ware

1
4
15

Jar
Jar
Plate

5 Decorated Cream Ware
Stoneware
Glazed Red Earthenware

2
4
91

Cup
Bottle
Tureen/Jug/Teapot

6 Glazed Red Earthenware 1 Jar lid
11 Pearlware 1 Cup
12 Transfer Printed Ware

Black Glazed Ware
34
2

Tureen
Basin/Tureen

14 Pearlware
Porcelain
Transfer Printed Ware

21
1
46

Cup/Plate
Statue
Plate

24 Stoneware 3 Jar
28 Stoneware 1 Jar
45 Black Glazed ware

Transfer Printed Ware
17
8

Tureen
Plate/Bowl

500 Stoneware 
Shell-edged Ware
Transfer Printed Ware

2
1
3

Jar
Plate
Plate

Table	1�List	of	Pottery	by	context
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Type Tot. Sherds MVR MNV Dating
Black Glazed ware 25 >3 - 19th
Glazed Red earthenware 111 >8 1 19th
Unglazed Red earthenware 3 1 - 19th
Pearlware 50 >5 2 19th
Shell-edged Ware 2 1 - 19th
Transfer Printed Ware 144 18 - L19th/20th
Stoneware 38 11 1 L19th/20th
Decorated Cream Ware 2 2 1 20th
Porcelain 1 1 - 20th

TOT. 376
Table	2�List	of	pottery	by	type

Black Glazed ware
Black wares were produced in North Wales, in Lancashire and in parts of Ireland in the 
18th and 19th Centuries (Mc Cutcheon 2003). The production of black glazed storage and 
food processing vessels stared during the late 16th to 17th Centuries and continued into the 
20th Century. At first they were imported to Ireland, but in the middle of the 18th Cen-
tury a local production was on (Meenan 1997). The fabric is orange/dark red clay, of less 
highly fired type of red earthenware. The glaze is rich in iron and looks glossy and thick. 
The forms present belong to a table ware range of vessels that can be glazed internally or 
externally, depending on the use.

The twenty-five sherds of black glazed ware collected at Lavally (from C.1, C.12 and 
C.45) presumably all belong to the same form of vessel, a thick-bodied bowl of large di-
mension, either used as table tureen or as food storage container. The glaze is thick and 
glossy and is usually casually poured on the vessel, leaving unglazed spots, particularly on 
the exterior of the body and the base. A similar form was found during the archaeological 
excavation at Moyveela 3, Co. Galway (Delaney, Mullins and MC Queen).

Glazed Red Earthenware
The sherds have a hard-fired, fine fabric that is orange/red, buff or brown in colour with-
out any particular inclusions. The different range of colours of the clay simply depends 
on the variation of firing conditions. The pottery is usually glazed on the inner surface 
and presents no other decorations. The nuance of the glaze changes from a light yellow 
to an opaque green. Most of the sherds belong to open vessels, like bowls (of various size), 
plates and pancheons. This type of wares, also known as ‘brownwares’ were made widely 
in Britain and Ireland from the late 17th to 19th Century (Cfr. Clearly 1987, pag.127). 

The only open form of glazed red earthenware from Lavally is a thick-bodied tureen, 
whose sherds were recovered from both C.1 and C.5. It is impossible to determinate the 
original diameter of the vessel, but it was most likely of medium/big size. It is glazed in 
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brown externally and in yellow internally, with the base and the lower part of the body 
completely spared. 

The other group of vessels includes a series of at least four teapots and two jars, all of 
them presenting a thick, compact reddish-brown glazing and circular lids with rounded 
pommels

Unglazed Red Earthenware
This class presents the same fabric and forms of the previous one but without the glaze. 
Only three sherds are present. As often happens with unglazed red earthenware, due to 
the reduced size of the sherds it is difficult to determinate if that depends on gaps occurred 
during the glazing process or on the fact that the vessel were not intended to be glazed.

Pearlware
The pearlware pottery started is development from the popular cream-coloured earthen-
ware in the last decades of the 18Th Century. 

The fifty sherds of pearlware recovered on site from C.1, C.11 and C.14 all belong to 
tableware forms (plate, bowl, cup and a teapot).

One base, one rim and one body sherd collected from site, , probably a bowl and a 
plate. Plain yellowish glazing was laid on both sides of the fragments, apart from a spared 
exterior band running below the rim.

Cream ware
Similar in fabric and range of forms to the pearlware, although the lead glaze used for the 
cream ware is whiter, due to the addition of small amounts of cobalt blue (Gahan 1997).

Two almost complete cups of decorated (with a coloured floral motif and a purple 
band running along the rim perimeter) cream ware were found in C.5.

Shell-edged ware
The shell-edged ware is a type of pearlware produced in the same centres in Britain al-
ready producing the former one, together with the cream-coloured earthenware. The ves-
sels have moulded edges covered with an all-over clear lead glaze with either cobalt blue 
or copper green glazing at the edges (ibid). 

Two plate sherds (probably belonging to the same vessel) decorated in blue.

Porcelain
A porcelain religious statue representing Saint Patrick was found in C.14. It is incomplete 
and is painted with green and pink for the tunic, grey for the beard and brown for the 
pastoral staff.
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Transfer printed ware
Transfer printed ware is an earthenware decorated prior to firing. This technique devel-
oped during the later stages of the 18th Century and then was perfected in the early 19th 
Century. During the process the pattern is transferred from copper plates onto the vessels 
by means of specially treated issue paper. Once transferred the paper could be removed 
by washing. The vessel then was glazed and fired.

Initially, cobalt blue was used in all transfers, being the only colour capable of with-
standing the necessary firing temperatures and it always remained the most popular co-
lour. However, during the 19th Century other colours were used extensively most no-
tably black and dark brown. Pearlware vessels were most commonly used for transfer 
printing. The influence of Chinese porcelain is evident in much of the decoration (ibid, 
pagg.156–158). 

Among the 144 sherds from Lavally, a group of over 50 fragments belong to the same 
table ware set. There are at least four different vessels represented: two serving plates with 
a sub-rectangular form (with rounded corners) and two smaller ones. The central decora-
tion is in blue and illustrates a typical Chinese scene, with a pattern of combined flowers, 
geometric figures and bands running all along the rim. Another set is represented by 
two plates (one of which is a dessert plate) with the rims decorated with a circular band 
of blue triangles alternating with a flowers-and-dots motif. Other recognisable vessels of 
transfer printed ware are: a tankard decorated in brown with scenes from the countryside, 
two plates with a brown decoration (floral and geometrical respectively), a serving plate 
decorated in blue with a geometrical motif and bands (all from C.1); 34 sherds of a tureen 
printed in brown with bands and flowers from C.12.

Stoneware
This class of clay and ceramic is distinguished by its firing and maturation temperature 
(from ca.1200°C to 1315°C), which is higher than for the earthenware pottery and makes 
the stoneware recipients totally waterproof. Stoneware is usually grey or brownish in col-
our and is normally covered by an opaque glaze. 

As regards the stoneware sherds from Lavally, most of them (around thirty) belong to 
a group of creamy coloured jars or container, cylindrical in shape and apparently without 
lids. At least three of them present an incised decoration of vertical lines all around the 
body. One base fragment from c.28 is marked ‘MALING – NEWCASTLE’ at the bottom. 
The Maling Pottery of Newcastle upon Tyne, England, was in production from 1762 to 
1963. In its heyday it claimed to be the biggest pottery in the world. The Maling family 
were originally French Huguenots who fled their native country in the 16th century to es-
cape religious persecution. The family settled in England where they became prosperous 
merchants. Frederick Theodore Maling, the last family member to be actively involved in 
running the pottery, died in 1937. However, the Maling name (which had first appeared 
with the castle mark in the 1920s) continued to be used as a trademark until the factory 
finally closed in 1963.(http://www.worldcollectorsnet.com/magazine/issue5/iss5p3.html)
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Another jar base presents a stamp with an engraved lighthouse surrounded by the 
writing ‘WP HARTLEY LONDON&LIVERPOOL’. Hartley’s was a grocers founded by 
Sir	William	Pickles	Hartley near Pendle, Lancashire. In 1871 a supplier failed to deliver a con-
signment of jam, so William made his own and packaged it in his own design pots. It 
sold well and in 1874 the business moved to Bootle, Liverpool and marmalade and jelly was 
also produced. In 1884 the business was incorporated as William Hartley & Sons Limited 
and in 1886 it moved to Aintree, where a new factory was built.  (http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Hartley%27s).

The remaining sherds are most likely beer bottle fragments, yellowish in colour with 
short necks. One of them is marked ‘Please return to (…) McNamara (…)’.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_William_Pickles_Hartley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pendle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lancashire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bootle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liverpool
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marmalade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aintree
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Appendix 7 Glass catalogue
A total of 210 glass fragments/objects from eleven different features were found at Lav-
ally. Considering the typology of containers and bottles recovered, and the fact that they 
all appear to be produced by ABM (Automatic Bottle Machine), the entire assemblage 
can definitely be dated after 1903. This occurrence further confirms the broader dating 
of the site, extrapolated through the examination of the remaining finds associated with 
the various contexts.

Due to the extremely fragmented state of conservation of the glass and to the scarcity 
of entire bottles/containers present, during the post-excavation process it was chosen to 
write a general discussion on the group of finds rather than a proper catalogue.

The identification of fragments by context is contained in Table 1, together with a 
description of the finds. Table 2 illustrates the quantity of fragments/entire forms divided 
by type and their date of reference. 

Context No. Description No. of pieces Colour
1 Phial

Window fragments
Ink container
Jar
Complete bottle  
Perfume bottle
Container lid
Bottle neck
Bottle fragment
Bottle base

8
12
2
2
1
1
1
8
20
20

Clear
Clear
Clear
Clear
Clear
Clear
Clear
Clear, Green
Clear, Green
Clear, Green, Blue

2 Bottle base 1 Clear
5 Bottle neck

Jar neck fragment
Ink container
Cosmetic container
Bottle base
Complete bottle  
Bottle fragment
Bowl fragment

4
9
3
1
7
6
1
1

Clear, Clear Blue
Clear, Blue
Clear, Blue
Brown
Clear, Blue
Clear, Brown
Brown
Clear

6 Bottle base
Ink container 
Phial
Window fragments

1
1
2
13

Clear
Dark blue
Clear
Clear

9 Bottle neck 1 Clear green
11 Bottle base

Bottle body fragment
Bottle neck

4
9
1

Green, Clear
Green
Clear

12 Bottle base 1 Clear
14 Window fragments

Bottle fragment
Phial
Bottle neck
Cosmetic container
Perfume bottle
Food container
Complete bottle
Bottle base

16
8
5
6
1
2
1
2
6

Clear
Green
Clear
Clear, Clear Blue, Green
White
Clear
Brown
Clear
Green, Clear

18 Bottle neck 1 Blue
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Context No. Description No. of pieces Colour
34 Window fragments

Bottle neck
Phial

16
1
1

Clear
Very clear green
Clear

36 Cosmetic container 2 White
45 Bottle base

Window fragments
1
3

Dark green
Clear

Table	1�	Glass	by	context

Description TOT of  Pieces Dating
Complete Bottles 8 Modern (Early 20th Century)
Bottle Neck Fragments 22 Modern (Early 20th Century)
Bottle Base Fragments 41 Modern (Early 20th Century)
Bottle Body Fragments 38 Modern (Early 20th Century)
Jars 11 Modern (Early 20th Century)
Phials 16 Modern (Early 20th Century)
Ink (bottle) Containers 6 Modern (Early 20th Century)
Lid 1 Modern (Early 20th Century)
Other Containers/Small Bottles 9 Modern (Early 20th Century)
Window Fragments 60 Modern (Early 20th Century)

TOT. 210 
Table	2�	Glass	by	type

Plate	1:	Group	of	window	glass	fragments
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Discussion
The majority of glass finds are window fragments (sixty in total); they are all clear in col-
our and with a plain surface, with no decoration of any sort (see Plate 1).

As regards the bottles, they are mainly wine/water ones, with thick bodies and long 
trimmed necks, mostly green colour (see Plate 2). All the corks are missing.

There is, however, also a small collection of bottles destined to other purposes.
Medicine bottles (four in total) are made of clear glass, rectangular in shape with met-

al screw caps. One of them (from C.5) is bigger in size and is marked ‘TABLE SPOONS’ 
on the front.

Lotion bottles are usually either oval in shape or rectangular in shape with rounded 
edges. The colour range goes from green to clear blue and transparent glass. Two of the 
base fragments from C.1 are octagonal in shape. The necks are short, circular in section 
with a slightly everted rim. 

Among the small/medium size ones three bottles present marks. The first one is 
a brown glass bottle (E3869:5:66), the size of a beer one, embossed “J.Young – RECD 
TRADE MARK – GALWAY”. Half part of it is missing. The second one is a ‘BIRD’S 
LEMONADE CRYSTALS’ bottle, made of clear glass with rounded edges and a metal 
cap. The smaller one is oval in shape, greenish-brown in colour, with a piece of cork fallen 
inside. Screw cap marks are present on the neck. It probably had a metal-and-cork cap. It 
is marked ‘JEYES’. Jeyes Group Ltd was founded in 1877 and is currently based in Thet-
ford, United Kingdom. It sells household and industrial hygiene and cleaning products 
in the United Kingdom. It offers toilet and household cleaning products, insect control 
products and disinfectants.

Two out of the three perfume bottles recovered are flat and sub-rectangular in shape, 
although of different sizes. The remaining one is cubic in shape and presents a decoration 
with a striped pattern on three sides, while the forth one is plain. It is marked ‘B&Co.’ at 
the bottom. 

A group of 10 complete and three incomplete phials were collected all over the site 
area (C.1, 6, 14 and 34). They are all identical: clear in colour, cylindrical in shape with a 
short and thick neck. Their size is approximately 11.5 cm of height by 2 cm of diameter.

A small amount of container of various use are present as well.
Four cosmetic paste containers: one is brown, oval in shape with a green plastic cap; 

the second is white and rectangular in shape. The remaining two are white as well, but 
oval in shape; one of them still has a tin screw cap on. They are all marked “POND’S”. 
Pond is a beauty products Institute based in England but nowadays operating worldwide.

Eleven between small jars and jar neck fragments clear and blue in colour, all present-
ing screw cap marks. It is unclear whether they were used for food or for cosmetics.

A further food container made of brown glass, bulbous in shape and oval in section, 
marked ‘BOVRIL’ on the side. It consists of a beefy thick drinkable salty meat extract, 
named in 1886 from the original ‘Johnston’s fluid beef ’, invented by John Lawson John-

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meat_extract
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ston in 1871 for Napoleon III’s army. The company was later formed in England in 1889 
and is still in activity.

Seven ink containers were recorded in total: six of them present a typical cylindrical 
shape with a small neck. They are all clear but one, which is blue. The remaining con-
tainer has an open form, circular without any lid, and is of a dark blue glass.

Plate	2:	Group	of	bottles

Plate	3:	Glass:	small	bottles,	phials,	containers	and	jars�
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A flat, circular, partially damaged container lid was also found in C.1.
A fragment of clear glass, probably belonging to a bowl or to some sort of table con-

tainer (E3869:5:67), also forms part of the assemblage. It is decorated with a motif of dots 
and rhombuses in relief.
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Appendix 8 Census of Ireland returns
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	Plate 1:	Aerial photograph of the Lavally estate with the excavated farmstead highlighted along with the outline of the lands owned by James Silk.
	Plate 2:	Looking north-east across the whole excavation area at Lavally.
	Plate 3:	Looking north-east across building 1.
	Plate 4:	Looking south east at the entrance to building 1 showing the two cut jamb stones set into the plinth.
	Plate 5:	Looking at the south-west gable wall at the north-west corner of building 1
	Plate 6:	Looking north-east across building 1 showing the fireplace, hearth and internal dividing wall.
	Plate 7:	Looking north-east across the south western half of building 1 showing the later disturbed internal dividing wall
	Plate 8:	Looking south-east across building 2.
	Plate 9:	Looking south-west at the point where the laneway meets the cobbled farmyard.
	Plate 10:	Looking east at the first group of stones which would have originally formed a corn stand.
	Figure 1:	Discovery series Ordnance Survey map showing the route of the new N18 Oranmore to Gort road and the location of all the excavation sites. The excavation site at Lavally is highlighted.
	Figure 2:	The route of the new N18 Oranmore to Gort road overlaid on the first edition Ordnance Survey map (Sheet GA096). The excavation site at Lavally is also highlighted.
	Figure 3:	Exerpt from the Griffith Valuation map which is an annotated version of the Ordnance Survey first edition map showing the Silk’s land-holding.
	Figure 4:	The route of the new N18 Oranmore to Gort road overlaid on the 25 inch Ordnance Survey map (Sheet GA096). The excavation site at Lavally is also highlighted.
	Figure 5:	The route of the new N18 Oranmore to Gort road overlaid on the Record of Monuments and Places map which is based on second edition Ordnance Survey map (Sheet GA096). The excavation site at Lavally is also highlighted.
	Figure 6:	Post-excavation plan of the farmstead at Lavally.
	Figure 7:	Sketch of a ‘mushroom’ – a component of the corn stand (Conry 2004, 111).
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