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Summary
The excavation of the site at Ballinglanna North 4 comprised a single pit dated to the Iron 
Age and a group of field boundaries, furrows and small burnt areas which formed part of 
a field system, or systems, associated with agricultural production in the post-medieval 
period.
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1 Scope of the project 
The archaeological works associated with the N8 Fermoy to Mitchelstown Bypass was 
carried out on behalf of Cork County Council, National Road Design Office, Rich-
mond, Glanmire, Co. Cork. The project was funded by the Irish Government under the 
National Development Plan 2007-2013. The total archaeological cost was administered 
by the National Roads Authority through Cork County Council as part of the Author-
ity’s commitment to protecting our cultural heritage. The purpose of the archaeological 
services project was to conduct archaeological site investigations within the lands made 
available, to assess the nature and extent of any potential new sites uncovered and to 
preserve by record those sites of agreed archaeological significance, as approved by the 
Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government in consultation with the 
National Museum of Ireland.

Phase 1 of the project (archaeological testing of the route) was carried out in October 
2005 under licence 05E1150 issued by Department of the Environment Heritage and Lo-
cal Government (DoEHLG). The principal aim of this phase of the project was to test for 
any previously unknown sites by a programme of centreline and offset testing and to test 
sites of archaeological potential identified in the EIS and geophysical surveying. Five Cul-
tural Heritage Sites were tested under individual excavation licences 05E1122-05E1126.

Phase 2 of the project (resolution) involved the resolution of all archaeological sites 
identified within the proposed road corridor prior to commencement of the construction 
of the bypass. This phase of the project was carried out from September 2006 to Septem-
ber 2007 and excavations were conducted under the management of a Senior Archaeolo-
gist. A total of 28 sites were excavated during this phase of works under separate licences 
issued by DoEHLG.

A post-excavation assessment and strategy document was prepared in Phase 3 of the 
project to present a management strategy for dealing with post-excavation work arising 
from archaeological works along the route of the new N8 Fermoy to Mitchelstown By-
pass. It included a proposal for post-excavation and archiving work and a budget for the 
works. The document detailed the location of the route, the receiving environment, the 
archaeological and historical background, the scope of the project and the circumstances 
and scope of fieldwork. The document presented a scheme-wide summary of the archaeo-
logical findings, a research framework within which the findings were dealt with and a 
publication plan and dissemination strategy for the end results.

2 Route location
The route of the N8 Fermoy to Mitchelstown road is located in the rich pastureland of 
North Cork (Figures 1 and 2). The project involves the construction of c. 16 km of the N8 
from Gortore north of Fermoy to Carrigane north-east of Mitchelstown. The N8 Fermoy 
to Mitchelstown road passes through the townlands of Gortore, Ballynacarriga, Glen-
wood, Ballinglanna North, Ballinrush, Caherdrinny, Gortnahown, Ballybeg, Turbeagh, 



Sligo

Mayo
Roscommon

Galway

Clare

Leitrim

Cavan

Longford

Westmeath

Tipperary

Limerick

Kerry

Cork

Wexford
Kilkenny

Carlow

Wicklow

Kildare

Dublin

Meath

Louth

Laois

Donegal Antrim

Armagh

Derry

DownFermanagh

Tyrone

Clare

Offaly

Limerick

Kerry

Cork

Waterford

Antrim

N8

Key

Townland Boundaries

Gortore 1B
E2410

Gortore 2
E3973

Ballynacarriga 1
E2411

Ballynacarriga 2
E2413

Ballinglanna North 1
E2414

Ballinglanna North 3
E2416

Ballinglanna North 4
E2417

Ballinglanna North 5
E2418

Ballinrush 1
E2419

Caherdrinny 1
E2420

Caherdrinny 2
E2421

Caherdrinny 3
E2422

Gortnahown 1
E2423

Gortnahown 2
E2426

Gortnahown 3
E2477

Glenatluckly 1
E2427

Ballynamona 2
E2429

Ballynamona 1
E2428

Garryleagh 1
E2433

Carrigane 1
E2434

Kilshanny 3
E2432

Kilshanny 2
E2431

Kilshanny 1
E2430

Kildrum 1
E3971

Ballynacarriga 3
E2412

Ballinglanna North 2
E2415

Gortnahown 4
E3832

Ballinglanna North 6
E3972

Ballinglanna North 4
E2417

N

0km 2km

Prehistoric Settlement Site

Post Medieval

Early Medieval

Prehistoric Site

Burnt Mound

Non-archaeological

iSSUE 10: Eachtra JoUrnal - iSSn 2009-2237 archaEological Excavation rEport

2

Figure	1:	 The	route	of	the	N8	Fermoy	to	Mitchelstown	Bypass	overlain	on	the	Ordnance	Survey	Discovery	Series	map�	
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Figure	2:	 The	 route	 of	 the	 N8	 Fermoy	 to	 Mitchelstown	 Bypass	 overlain	 on	 the	 first	 edition	 Ordnance	 Survey	 map	
CO010,	011,	019,	020,	027	and	028�
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Glenatlucky, Ballynamona, Kilshanny, Corracunna, Kildrum, Garryleagh, and Carrig-
ane. The townlands are located in the parishes of Kilcrumper, Glanworth and Brigown 
and Barony of Condons & Clangibbon, with the exception of Gortore, and Glenwood, 
which are located in the Barony of Fermoy. 

The route begins at the northern end of the Fermoy Bypass at Gortore, c. 2km north 
of Fermoy, and continues northwards across the River Funshion, and to the west of the 
Glencorra Stream, a tributary of the Funshion, for 4 km. At Caherdrinny, it crosses over 
the western extremities of the Kilworth Mountains. From there it descends north-east-
wards onto the broad plain that extends east and north-eastwards from Mitchelstown. It 
crosses the existing N8 at Gortnahown and passes to the east of Mitchelstown crossing 
the R665 Mitchelstown-Ballyporeen road and links up with the N8 Cashel Mitchelstown 
Road at Carrigane south of Kilbeheny and 2 km west of where the borders of the Cork, 
Limerick and Tipperary counties meet.

3 Receiving environment
The topography of East Cork and Waterford consists of east/west valleys separated by in-
tervening ridges. The ridges consist of sandstones and mudstones of the Devonian Period 
(Old Red Sandstone) laid down 355-410 million years ago and the valleys of Carbonifer-
ous limestones laid down 290-355 million years ago. The sediments covering many of the 
rocks are mainly of glacial origin deposited by glacial ice or meltwater (Sleeman et al. 
1995, 1).  

The landscape of the area is dominated by the Galtee Mountains to the north, the 
Ballyhoura Mountains to the north-west, the Kilworth Mountains to the east and the 
Nagles to the south. The landscape is drained by the Blackwater River, the Funshion 
River (which flows into the Blackwater River c. 2 km north-east of Fermoy), and the 
Glencorra Stream, a tributary of the Funshion River. The largest population centres in 
the area, Fermoy and Mitchelstown, have developed on the banks of the River Blackwater 
and Gradoge (a tributary of the Funshion), respectively. 

The route begins at Gortore, c. 2 km north of Fermoy, at an elevation of c. 40 m OD. 
At Caherdrinny, it rises to its maximum elevation of c. 180 m OD as it crosses over the 
western extremities of the Kilworth Mountains, before descending onto the broad plain 
that that extends east and north-eastwards from Mitchelstown, at an elevation of 100-120 
m OD.

The soils on the southern portion of the route are characterised by acid brown earths 
derived from mixed sandstone and limestone glacial till. These soils occur generally in 
the valleys of Cork and Waterford (Gardiner and Radford 1980, 61), and have a wide use 
range, being suitable for tillage and grass production. The soils on the western limits of 
Kilworth Mountains are characterised by brown podzolics derived from sandstone. The 
soils on the northern portion of the route are characterised by brown podzolics derived 
from sandstone and shale glacial till. They have a wide range of potential uses and are well 
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suited to arable and pastoral farming (ibid., 67). Land use along the route was almost en-
tirely grassland devoted to intensive dairying and cattle-rearing, with only an occasional 
tillage field.

4 Archaeological and historical background
Archaeological sites of numerous periods were discovered along the route of the new 
road (Figure 3). The periods are referred to as follows: Mesolithic (c. 8000 to 4000 BC), 
Neolithic (c. 4000 to 2000 BC), Chalcolithic (Beaker) (c. 2500-2000 BC), Bronze Age 
(c. 2000 to 500 BC), and Iron Age (c. 500 BC to AD 500), early medieval period (c. AD 
500 to 1100), medieval period (c. AD 1100 to 1650), post-medieval period (c. AD 1650 to 
the present).

Post-medieval period (c. 1650 to the present).
The post-medieval period is characterised by mills, limekilns, workhouses, country hous-
es and associated demesnes, vernacular buildings and field systems. Three demesnes as-
sociated with country houses are within the route of the N8 at Moorepark, Ballynacarriga 
and Glenwood. The estate system was dismantled in Ireland in the early 20th century. 
Demesnes usually comprise of a large country house with associated stables, farm build-
ings and gate lodges, areas of woodland and ornamental gardens etc. The demesne was 
usually enclosed by a high stone wall such as that associated with Moorepark. Moore-
park house and demesne was the seat of the Earls Mountcashell (Lewis 1998, 312). The 
Moorepark Estate covered an area around 800 acres and extended both north and south 
of the river Funshion. The house was sold to the British War Office c. 1903 by the 5th 
Earl’s daughter (Bence-Jones 1996, 211). It burned down in 1908 and was never rebuilt. 
No trace of it now survives The demesne is clearly defined by woodland on the 1841-2 
and 1906 edition Ordnance Survey maps, which was most likely enclosed by a wall. It 
is likely that the demesne walls are contemporary with the mansion house and therefore 
date to the 18th century. The Cork to Dublin mail coach road originally ran to west of the 
demesne walls as it appears on the 1841-2 and 1906 Ordnance Survey maps. 

The site of a workhouse (C0019-11301-) built in 1852 is located in Kilshanny townland 
to the east of Mitchelstown. The complex of buildings, including a hospital chapel and 
mortuary, was enclosed within a three-metre high limestone wall and could accommo-
date up to 600 people. Closed in 1916 and burned by the IRA in 1922, only the boundary 
wall and main entrance way survive today (Power 2002, 48).

A late 19th century bridge of rubble limestone approached by a causeway at either 
end and carrying a tertiary road from Kilworth-Glanworth over the Glencorra Stream. 
A road crosses the stream at the same location on the 1841-2 Ordnance survey map, but 
the bridging structure is not named. The site is named Glencorra Bridge on the 1906 
Ordnance Survey map. This site is of local architectural significance.
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Figure	3:	 The	route	of	the	N8	Fermoy	to	Mitchelstown	Bypass	overlain	on	the	RMP	map	CO010,	011,	019,	020,	027	and	
028�	The	map	is	based	on	the	second	edition	Ordnance	Survey	maps�
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5 Site Location and Topography
The site at Ballinglanna North 4 lies approximately 40 m west of the Glencorra Stream. 
Ballinglanna North 3 (E2416) is located 570 m to the south and Ballinglanna North 5 
(E2418) is located 50 m to the north. The site was situated on a steep gradient, sloping to 
the east down towards the Glencorra Stream (Plates 1 and 2). The far west of the excava-
tion area was flat terrain which sloped sharply towards the edge of the forested area to the 
east and then plateaued. Further east of the forested area was another sharp drop towards 
the edge of the Glencorra stream. 

6 Excavation methodology
The excavation was carried out under E-Number E2417 and complied with the method 
statement approved by the Department of Environment, Heritage, and Local Govern-
ment, in consultation with the National Museum of Ireland. The site was mechanically 
stripped of topsoil under strict archaeological supervision. Stripping was done with a 
tracked machine with a flat toothless bucket. Where appropriate mini-diggers were used, 
and in the larger areas to be stripped multiple large tracked machines were used; all strip-
ping operations involved the use of multiple dumpers for topsoil mounding. Topsoil strip-
ping commenced in the areas of identified archaeology and continued radially outward 
until the limit of the road take was reached or until the limit of the archaeological re-
mains was fully defined. A grid was set up in the excavation area(s) and all archaeological 
features were sufficiently cleaned, recorded and excavated so as to enable an accurate and 
meaningful record of the site to be preserved. The excavation, environmental sampling, 
site photographs, site drawings, find care and retrieval, on-site recording and site archive 
was as per the Procedures for Archaeological works as attached to the licence method 
statements for excavation licences.

The site was excavated from 8 March – 28 March 2007. Only areas within the CPO 
were resolved. The full extent of the area of excavation (Areas 1-3) measured 3296 m2 
(Figure 4). The full record of excavated contexts is recorded in the context register (Ap-
pendix 1) and the stratigraphic matrix (Appendix 2). Detailed stratigraphic descriptions 
are found in the groups and sub-groups text (Appendix 3).
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Plate	1:	 View	of	Ballinglanna	North	4	from	east

Plate	2:	 Landscape	around	the	excavated	site	at	Ballinglanna	North	4,	view	from	Area	1	looking	towards	
Area	2,	from	north�
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Figure	4:	 Post-excavation	plan	of	Ballinglanna	North	4	E2417
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7 Excavation results
The site at Ballinglanna North 4 was discovered during Phase 1 archaeological testing 
of the new route, carried out under licence no. 05E1150 (Cotter et al. 2006). Features 
found during testing included a large spread of burnt stones and charcoal, three pits, four 
substantial spreads of small-medium stones and two post-holes. The site was classified 
as a prehistoric settlement on the basis of testing results. Excavation revealed four main 
groups of archaeological activity; a pit dated to the Iron Age and  a group of field bounda-
ries, furrows and small burnt areas which formed part of a field system, or systems, associ-
ated with agricultural production in the post-medieval period.

Full contextual details are found in the stratigraphic index (Appendix 1), stratigraphic 
matrix (Appendix 2) and the groups and sub-groups text (Appendix 3).

Pit
A single pit (C.7) was located to the western side of the excavation (Plate 4, figure 5). It 
was oval in shape and measured 1.03 m in length, 0.74 m in width and 0.33 m in depth. It 
had gently sloping sides and was filled by a bluish grey clayey silt (C.8) with charcoal and 
burnt stone inclusions. The absence of domestic waste in the pit, points to an industrial 
function. An iron age date (UB-12972) cal BC 167-cal AD 2 was returned from charcoal 
from the fill of the pit.

Plate	3:	 Pre	ex	view	of	field	boundary	C�4,	aligned	north	to	south	(Area	2),	from	south
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Figure	5:	 East-facing	section	of	pit	C�7	

Figure	6:	 Post-excavation	plan	of	pit	C�7
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Field boundaries
There were six field boundaries (C.3, C.4/C.18, C.11/C.35, C.22, C.9/C.16 and C.43) 
within the area of excavation, three running north to south and three running east to 
west. A single field boundary (C.3) was found to the far west of the area of excavation, 
running north to south. It measured 42 m in length, 1.02 m in width and 0.19 m in 
depth.

Two field boundaries (C.4/C.18 and C.11/C.35) were aligned north to south (Plate 
3), were closely parallel to one another on the western side of the excavation. They con-
tinued from one area to another. The boundary to the west (C.4/C.18) measured ap-
proximately 69 m in length, 0.92 m in width and 0.18 m in depth. A metallic object (a 
button E2417:19:1) was recovered from the fill of this linear. The second boundary lay 
2.3 m the east (C.11/C.35) and is probably a replacement for the first linear. It measured 
approximately 70 m in length, 1.7 m in width and 0.24 m in depth. This linear was filled 
with large stones indicating either field clearance or possibly a wall separating the forest 
to the east from the field to the west. A shard of modern glass (2417:36:1) was recovered 
from the fill of this linear.

Another field boundary (C.22) was found in the extreme north of the site. It measured 
21.5 m in length, 2.7 m in width and 0.6 m in depth. It was filled by two deposits (C.23 
and C.28) and it lasts as a field boundary into the present day, continuing to delineate the 
fields around the site. 

A total of two field boundaries (C.9/C.16 and C.43) were orientated east to west in 
close proximity to one another to the south of the site. The most northern boundary 

Plate	4:	 Pre-excavation	view	of	fire	pit	(C�7)	from	east	(Area	3)
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E2417

Plate	5:	 Pre-excavation	view	of	area	of	burning	(C�14)	in	Area	2,	from	south

Plate	6:	 Mid-excavation	view	of	an	area	of	burning	(C�24)	in	Area	1,	from	south
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(C.9/C.16) continued from one area to another. It measured 51 m in length, 1.25 m in 
width and 0.24 in depth. The second boundary (C.43) was located 1.9 m to the south. It 
measured 11.7 m in length, 1.26 m in width and 0.3 in depth. These features represent the 
southern boundary of this field system and may represent a re-cut of one another.

Areas of burning 
There were fifteen spreads of burning activity (e.g. Plates 5 and 6) observed across the area 
of excavation (C.13, C.14, C.24, C.26, C.29, C.33, C.37, C.38, C.41, C.42, C.45, C.46, 
C.47, C.48 and C.49). They varied in colour from a dark brownish black to a mid reddish 
orange, and in composition from silty sands to clayey silts. Charcoal was abundant and 
indicated in situ burning. The irregular shape of these spreads indicates natural features, 
possibly the result of root action. These were possibly burnt out during field clearance.

Furrows
Three parallel furrows (C.20, C.31 and C.39) were found in the southern part of the 
area of excavation, to the south of the field boundary (C.43). These were aligned north 
to south. The westernmost furrow (C.20) measured 3.3 m in length, 0.4 m in width and 
0.09 m in depth (Plate 7). The easternmost furrow (C.39) was 4.65 m in length, 0.4 m in 
width and 0.11 m in depth and the middle furrow (C.31) was 1.9 m in length, 0.3 m in 
width and 0.06 m in depth. These parallel furrows were equidistant from one another (3.5 
m apart) and they were all probably part of the same field system.

Plate	7:	 Mid-excavation	view	through	furrow	(C�20)	in	Area	3,	from	north
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Plant remains
The sample from this site was examined by Penny Johnston (Appendix 3). A single sample 
was scanned. It did not contain charred seeds and no further analysis is required.

Charcoal
Charcoal from Ballinglanna North 4 was identified by Mary Dillon in advance of radio-
carbon dating. This was taken from C.8 (S.46), one of the fills of the pit. Hazel/alder type 
charcoal was identified.

Radiocarbon date
Radiocarbon analysis was carried out by the 14 Chrono Centre in Queen’s University 
Belfast. Dates were calibrated using Calib Rev5.0.2 (©1986-2005 M.Stuiver & P.J. Re-
imer) and in conjunction with Stuiver & Reimer 1993 and Reimer et al. 2004.

Lab 
code

Context Material Un-calibrated 
date

δ 13 C 2 sigma 
calibration

1 sigma 
calibration

Period

UB-
12972

8 Hazel/alder char-
coal from pit C.7

2058+/-29 -26.4 cal BC 167-cal 
AD 2

cal BC 153-139, 
112-38, 8-4

Iron 
Age

Table	1�	Radiocarbon	dates	from	Ballinglanna	North	4
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8 Discussion

Iron Age
Until the last decade there was little evidence of a significant Iron Age presence in the 
Cork region.  Activity dating to the Iron Age was recorded at nine sites, Ballinglanna 
North 3 E2416, Ballinglanna North 4 E2417, Ballynacarriaga 3 E2412, Ballynamona 2 
E2429, Gortore 1 E2410, Gortnahown 1 E2423, Gortnahown 3 E2477 and Caherdrinny 
3 E2422, on the route of the N8 Fermoy Mitchelstown. These sites, unlike the site at 
Ballinglanna North 4 E2417, did not date exclusively to the Iron Age, but were also as-
sociated with other phases of prehistoric activity. A total of 15 Iron Age radiocarbon dates 
were returned from these sites.

The single pit is small and of limited archaeological significance but can be considered 
as a component of the expanding group of Iron Age sites in Co. Cork.

Post-medieval period
The archaeological excavations at Ballinglanna North 4 represented the remains of field 
boundaries, furrows, a pit and some areas of burning. With the exception of the pit C.7 
the site was post-medieval, with a probable nineteenth century date. Two finds from the 
fills of boundaries C.18 and C.35, a button (E2417:19:1) and a shard of modern glass 
(E2417:36:1), confirm the post-medieval date. Other post-medieval sites in the immediate 
vicinity include the structure recorded at Ballinglanna North 1 E2414. This site formed 
part of a field system, or systems, associated with agricultural production in the post-
medieval period. 
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Appendix 1 Stratigraphic Index
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1 Layer     Topsoil. A mid brown silty clay, soft in 
compaction. Moderate sub-angular and 
sub-rounded medium and coarse pebbles. 
Occasional sub-angular and sub-rounded 
small and medium stones. 

Across entire site

2 Layer   1  Natural layer. Mid brownish orange silty/
sandy clay, firm in compaction. Moderate 
sub-rounded medium and coarse pebbles. 
Occasional sub-rounded small stones. Oc-
casional flecks and small pieces of charcoal.

Across entire site

3 Linear Cut  6 6 2 Cut of linear. Gentle and smooth sides. 
Gradual break of slope at top and base. 
Linear and concave base.

42.0 x 1.02 x 0.19

4 Linear Cut  5 5 2 Cut of linear. Moderate and smooth sides. 
Gradual break of slope at top and base. Flat 
base. 

19.2 x 0.95 x 0.25

5 Linear Fill 4  1 4 Fill of linear. Mid brown clayey silt. Oc-
casional sub-angular and sub-rounded 
coarse pebbles and small stones. Occasional 
charcoal flecks.

19.2 x 0.95 x 0.25

6 Linear Fill 3  9 3 Fill of linear. Mid orangish brown clayey 
silt, soft in compaction. Occasional sub-
rounded small stones and medium pebbles. 
Occasional charcoal flecks.

42.0 x 1.02 x 0.19

7 Fire Pit Cut  8 8 2 Cut of fire pit. Oval in shape. Gentle and 
concave sides. Gradual break of slope top. 
Imperceptible break of slope base. Oval and 
concave base. 

1.03 x 0.74 x 0.33

8 Fire Pit Fill 7  1 7 Fill of fire pit. Mid bluish grey clayey silt, 
firm in compaction. Occasional angular 
and sub-angular coarse pebbles. Frequent 
angular and sub-angular small stones. 
Moderate angular and sub-angular medium 
stones. 

1.03 x 0.74 x 0.33

9 Linear Cut  27, 
10

10 6 Cut of linear. Gentle and concave sides. 
Gentle break of slope at top and base. Lin-
ear and concave base. 

17.0 x 1.52 x 0.24

10 Linear Fill 9  27 9 Fill of linear. Mid greyish brown silty sand, 
weakly cemented in compaction. Moderate 
sub-angular and sub-rounded medium and 
coarse pebbles. Moderate sub-angular and 
sub-rounded small and medium stones. 

17.0 x 1.52 x 0.24

11 Linear Cut  12 12 2 Cut of linear. Gentle and smooth side to 
E; moderate and smooth side to W. Sharp 
break of slope at top and base on W side. 
Gradual break of slope at top and base on E 
side. Flat base.

19.2 x 2.1 x 0.29

12 Linear Fill 11  1 11 Fill of linear. Mid greyish brown stony silt. 
Frequent sub-angular and sub-rounded 
small and medium stones. Occasional sub-
angular and sub-rounded large stones (di-
ameter 0.4m). Occasional charcoal flecks, 
and small and medium pieces of wood.

19.2 x 2.1 x 0.29
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13 Spread   1 2 Spread of material. Dark brownish black 
silty clay, firm in compaction. Moderate 
flecks and frequent small pieces of charcoal.

1.2 x 1.0 x 0.08

14 Pit Cut  15 15 2 Cut of pit. Gentle and smooth side on N; 
steep and concave sides to S and E; moder-
ate and smooth side to W. Gradual break 
of slope at top and base on N and E sides. 
Sharp break of slope at top and base on S 
and W sides. Flat and irregular base.

0.4 x 0.32 x 0.1

15 Pit Fill 14  1 14 Fill of pit. Mid greyish brown silty sand, 
compact. Occasional angular and sub-an-
gular small stones. Occasional small pieces 
of charcoal.

0.4 x 0.32 x 0.1

16 Linear Cut  17 17 2 Cut of linear. Moderate and smooth sides. 
Gradual break of slope at top and base. 
Linear and concave base. 

17.80 x 0.98 x 0.23

17 Linear Fill 16  1 16 Fill of linear. Mid orangish brown clayey 
silt, soft in compaction. Occasional sub-
angular and sub-rounded coarse pebbles 
and small stones. 

17.80 x 0.98 x 0.23

18 Linear Cut  30, 
19

19 2 Cut of linear. Gentle and smooth sides. 
Gradual break of slope at top; sharp break 
of slope at base. Flat base.

19.5 x 0.89 x 0.12

19 Linear Fill 18  30 18 Fill of linear. Mid brown stony silt. Moder-
ate sub-angular and sub-rounded coarse 
pebbles and small stones. Occasional 
charcoal flecks.

19.5 x 0.89 x 0.12

20 Furrow Cut  21 21 2 Cut of furrow. Linear in shape. Gentle and 
concave sides. Gradual break of slope top. 
Imperceptible break of slope base. Linear 
and concave base. 

3.3 x 0.4 x 0.09

21 Furrow Fill 20  1 20 Fill of furrow. Mid brown clayey silt, firm 
in compaction. Occasional sub-angular 
medium pebbles. Occasional angular small 
stones. 

3.3 x 0.4 x 0.09

22 Linear Cut  23, 
28

28 36 Cut of linear. Gentle and stepped side. 
Gradual break of slope at top and base. 
Linear and concave base.

21.5 x 2.7 x 0.6

23 Linear Fill 22  1 28 Fill of linear. Mid greyish brown silty sand, 
loose in compaction. Frequent angular and 
sub-angular small and medium stones. 

21.5 x 2.7 x 0.6

24 Cut  25 25 19 Cut of possible natural feature. Irregular in 
shape. Gentle and smooth sides. Gradual 
break of slope top. Imperceptible break 
of slope base. Irregular and concave base. 
Truncates linear [18].

1.10 x 0.55 x 0.04

25 Fill 24    Fill of possible natural feature. Mid reddish 
orange clay, firm in compaction. Occa-
sional sub-angular coarse pebbles and small 
stones. Moderate charcoal flecks.

1.10 x 0.55 x 0.04

26 Spread   1 2 Spread of material. Light reddish brown 
clayey silt, firm in compaction. Occasional 
sub-angular fine pebbles and small stones. 
Frequent flecks and occasional small and 
medium pieces of charcoal. 

0.53 x 0.21 x 0.12
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27 Linear Fill 9  1 10 Fill of linear. Light orangish brown sand, 
strongly cemented in compaction. Moderate 
sub-angular and sub-rounded medium and 
coarse pebbles. Occasional sub-angular and 
sub-rounded small stones. 

2.4 x 0.61 x 0.11

28 Linear Fill 22  23 22 Fill of linear. Mid orangish brown sand, 
loose in compaction. Frequent angular and 
sub-angular small and medium stones. 

21.5 x 2.7 x 0.6

29 Spread   1 2 Spread of material. Mid greyish brown silty 
sand, weakly cemented in compaction. Oc-
casional sub-angular and sub-rounded me-
dium and coarse pebbles and small stones. 
Moderate flecks and occasional small pieces 
of charcoal.

0.99 x 0.44 x 0.06

30 Linear Fill 18  1 19 Fill of linear. Mid pinkish/greyish brown 
silty clay, stiff in compaction. 

? X 0.56 x 0.06

31 Furrow Cut  32 32 2 Cut of furrow. Gentle and smooth sides. 
Imperceptible break of slope top; gradual 
break of slope base. Linear and concave 
base. 

1.9 x 0.3 x 0.06

32 Furrow Fill 31  1 31 Fill of furrow. Mid brown clayey silt, firm 
in compaction. Occasional sub-angular fine 
pebbles and small stones. 

1.9 x 0.3 x 0.06

33 Spread     Spread of material. Mid orangish brown 
silty clay, firm in compaction. Occasional 
sub-rounded medium and coarse pebbles. 
Occasional sub-angular and sub-rounded 
small stones. Frequent flecks, moderate 
small pieces and occasional medium pieces 
of charcoal.

0.59 x 0.5 x 0.06

34 Fill 37  1 37 Fill of natural feature. Dark greyish black 
clayey silt, soft in compaction. Occasional 
sub-angular and sub-rounded coarse peb-
bles. Frequent flecks and small pieces, 
moderate medium pieces and occasional 
large pieces of charcoal.

0.41 x 0.32 x 0.1

35 Linear Cut  36 36 2 Cut of linear. Gentle and smooth side to E; 
steep and irregular side to W. Sharp break 
of slope at top and base on W; gradual 
break of slope at top and base on E. Linear 
and flat base.

21.5 x 1.25 x 0.19

36 Linear Fill 35  22 35 Fill of linear. Mid orangish brown silty/
stony clay, firm in compaction. Frequent 
sub-angular and sub-rounded coarse peb-
bles. Frequent sub-angular and sub-rounded 
small and medium stones.

21.5 x 1.25 x 0.19

37 Cut  34 34 2 Cut of natural feature. Moderate and 
smooth side to N; steep and concave side to 
E; gentle and concave side to S; gentle and 
smooth side to W. Gradual break of slope at 
top and base, except sharp at top and base 
on E side. Oval and concave base.

0.41 x 0.32 x 0.1

38 Spread   1 2 Spread of material. Mid greyish black 
silty clay, firm in compaction. Occasional 
angular and sub-angular fine pebbles. 
Frequent flecks and moderate small pieces 
of charcoal.

0.08 x 0.07 x 0.09
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39 Furrow Cut  40 40 2 Cut of furrow. Linear in shape. Gentle and 
convex side to E; steep and concave side to 
W. Gradual break of slope top on E; sharp 
on W. Imperceptible break of slope base on 
E; gradual on W. Linear and concave base. 

4.65 x 0.4 x 0.11

40 Furrow Fill 39  1 39 Fill of furrow. Mid greyish brown silty sand, 
weakly cemented in compaction. Moderate 
sub-angular and sub-rounded medium and 
coarse pebbles and small stones. Occasional 
small and medium charcoal inclusions. 

4.65 x 0.4 x 0.11

41 Spread   1 2 Spread of material. Mid brownish grey 
clayey silt, soft in compaction. Occasional 
sub-angular fine pebbles. Occasional flecks 
and moderate small and medium pieces of 
charcoal.

0.64 x 0.06 x 0.02

42 Spread   1 2 Spread of material. Light orangish brown 
sandy silt, hard in compaction. Occa-
sional sub-angular coarse pebbles and small 
stones. Moderate flecks and small pieces of 
charcoal.

0.74 x 0.22 x 0.07

43 Linear Cut  44 44 6 Cut of linear. Gentle and convex side to S; 
steep and concave side to N. Gradual break 
of slope at top on S; sharp on N. Gradual 
break of slope base. Linear and concave 
base.

11.70 x 1.26 x 0.3

44 Linear Fill 43  1 43 Fill of linear. Dark brown clayey silt, firm 
in compaction. Occasional angular fine 
pebbles. Moderate angular and sub-angular 
medium stones. Occasional small and me-
dium pieces of charcoal.

11.70 x 1.26 x 0.3

45 Spread   1 2 Spread of material. Mid brownish grey 
sandy silt, soft in compaction. Occasional 
sub-rounded medium stones. Moderate 
flecks and occasional small and medium 
pieces of charcoal.

0.18 x 0.17 x 0.11

46 Spread   1 2 Spread of material. Mid greyish brown 
sand, loose in compaction. Occasional sub-
angular small stones. Occasional flecks of 
charcoal.

0.54 x 0.34 x 0.29

47 Spread   1 2 Spread of material. Dark greyish brown 
clayey silt, soft in compaction. Occasional 
sub-angular coarse pebbles. Moderate flecks 
and small pieces of charcoal.

0.21 x 0.14 x 0.03

48 Spread   1 2 Spread of material. Mid greyish brown 
silty clay, firm in compaction. Occasional 
sub-angular and sub-rounded medium and 
coarse pebbles. Occasional sub-angular 
small stones. Occasional flecks and me-
dium pieces, and moderate small pieces of 
charcoal.

0.39 x 0.18 x 0.17

49 Spread   1 2 Spread of material. Light greyish brown 
clayey silt, soft in compaction. Occasional 
sub-angular and sub-rounded coarse peb-
bles and small stones. Occasional flecks 
and moderate small and medium pieces of 
charcoal.

0.22 x 0.07 x 0.10
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Appendix 3 Groups and Subgroups

Group 1 Natural Deposits
This group describes the natural geological deposits identified across the area of excavation.

Subgroup {1001} Natural Subsoil
List of Contexts; C. 1
Description 
This subgroup describes the natural sub-soil founds across all four areas of excavation. It 
was a mid brown silty clay. Fifteen iron nails were recovered from this context in area 2.

Subgroup {1002} Natural
List of Contexts; C. 2
Description 
This subgroup describes the natural soil found across all four areas of excavation. It was a 
mid brownish orange silty/sandy clay. Occasional flecks and small pieces of charcoal were 
evident within this deposit suggesting activity occurring across the four areas.

Group 2 Field Boundaries
This group describes six linear features located across the area of excavation. Three are 
aligned to a north to south orientation while three are aligned to an east to west orientation.

Subgroup {2001} North to South aligned Linear feature – Area 1 
and 2

Plates: 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 33, 34, 39, 40, 41, 42, 100, 101, 102, 
103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 175, 176. 
List of Contexts; [C.C.4], C.5, [C.C.18], C.19, C.30.
Description 
This subgroup describes a north to south aligned linear uncovered in Area 2 which con-
tinues to the north into area 1.

The linear cut [C.C.4] in area 2 measured 19.2 m in length, 0.95 m in width and 0.25 
m in depth. It had moderately steep sloping sides and a flat profile. It was filled by a mid 
brown clayey silt (C.5) with occasional charcoal flecking inclusions.

Linear cut [C.C.18] in area 1 was located in line with linear [C.4] 30 m to the north. 
At 3 m from the far northern baulk the linear curves to form an east to west orientation. 
It measured 19.5 m in length, 0.89 m in width and 0.12 m in depth. It had gently slop-
ing sides and a flat profile. It was filled by a mid brown stony silt (C.19) with occasional 
charcoal flecking inclusions. A metallic object, a possible button, was also recovered from 
this fill. A localised area of mid pinkish/greyish brown silty clay (C.30) filled the linear to 
the far north of the cut. 
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Interpretation
This feature represents a field boundary covering two areas of the excavation area. The 
length and shallow depth indicate that this was a break in field on both a north to south 
and east to west orientation, seen in the turn of linear [C.18] at the north of area 1. The 
possible button found within the fill of [C.18] indicates a post-medieval date for these 
boundaries. The localised fill (C.30) of linear [C.18] most probably originates from the 
original excavation of boundary [C.22] as described in subgroup {2004}. This indicates 
that this linear pre-dated the later east to west running linear [C.22].

Subgroup {2002} North to South aligned Linear feature – Area 1 
and 2

Plates: 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 66, 67, 68, 69, 87, 88, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 
211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 222, 223, 224, 225, 244, 245, 246, 247, 248, 249. 
List of Contexts; [C.11], C.12, [C.35], C.36.
Description
This subgroup describes a north to south aligned linear uncovered in Area 2 which con-
tinues to the north into area 1. It is located approximately 2.3 m to the east of the linear 
described in subgroup {2001}.

The linear cut [C.11] in area 2 measured 19.2 m in length, 2.1 m in width and 0.29 m 
in depth. It had moderately steep sloping sides to the west, gently sloping sides to the east 
and a flat profile. It was filled by a mid greyish brown stony silt (C.12) with frequent small 
and medium stones and occasional large stone inclusions. Occasional charcoal flecks and 
occasional small and medium pieces of wood were also recovered from this fill.

Linear cut [C.35] in area 1 was located in line with linear [C.11] 30 m to the north. It 
measured 21.5 m in length, 1.25 m in width and 0.19 m in depth. It had steeply sloping 
sides to the west and gently sloping sides to the east and a flat profile. It was filled by a 
mid orangish brown silty/stony clay (C.36) with frequent coarse pebbles and small and 
medium stone inclusions. A post-medieval glass shard was also recovered from this fill. 
This linear was truncated by east to west running linear [C.22] as described in subgroup 
{2004}.
Interpretation
This feature represents a field boundary covering two areas of the excavation area. Parallel 
to that of the linear described in subgroup {2001}. This line probably represents a later ex-
tension of the boundary of this field. The high quantity of stone material may suggest field 
clearance for agriculture, however, this linear may have once represented a wall dividing 
the arable field from the forested area to the east. The line of the forest now lies further 
to the east suggesting field reclamation at some point. The fact that east to west running 
linear [C.22] truncates this feature indicates that it post dates this field boundary.
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Subgroup {2003} North to South aligned Linear Feature – Area 3
Plates: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 35, 36, 37, 38, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 52, 53, 54, 55, 
56, 57, 58, 59. 
List of Contexts; [C.3], C.6.
Description 
This subgroup describes a north to south running linear to the western side of area 3. It is 
located approximately 3 m from the far western limit of excavation.

The linear cut [C.3] measured 42 m in length, 1.02 m in width and 0.19 m in depth. 
It had gently sloping sides a concave profile. It was filled by a mid orangish brown clayey 
silt (C.6). Occasional charcoal flecks were also observed within this fill. This linear was 
truncated by east to west running linears [C.9] and [C.43] as described in subgroups 
{2005} and {2006} respectively.
Interpretation
This feature represents a field boundary running in parallel to the linears described in 
subgroups {2001} and {2002}. This suggests that this boundary was the far western extent 
of the field delineated by these boundaries. The fact that this linear is truncated by linears 
[C.9] and [C.43] suggests an earlier date for its construction, however, it was most prob-
ably used contemporarily with these linears as a boundary.

Subgroup {2004} East to West aligned Linear Feature – Area 1
Plates: 147, 148, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 241, 242, 243, 257. 
List of Contexts; [C.22], C.23, C.28.
Description
This subgroup describes an east to west running linear at the north of area 1. 

The linear cut [C.22] measured 21.5 m in length, 2.7 m in width and 0.6 m in depth. 
It had gently sloping stepped sides a concave profile. Its primary fill was a mid orangish 
brown sand (C.28) and its secondary fill was a mid greyish brown silty sand (C.23). This 
linear truncated north to south running linear [C.35] as described in subgroup {2002}. 
This linear appeared to survive above ground to the west of area 1.
Interpretation
This feature represents a field boundary delineated the fields to the north of the excava-
tion area. This feature was most likely a current field boundary that was truncated by the 
stripping of area 1. This can be seen by the continuation of this linear above ground to 
the west of area 1, indicating a fairly modern date.

Subgroup {2005} East to West aligned Linear Feature – Area 3
Plates: 81, 82, 83, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
64, 65, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 109, 110, 111, 112, 123, 124, 125, 126. 
List of Contexts; [C.9], C.10, C.27, [C.16], C.17.
Description 
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This subgroup describes a east to west aligned linear which continues across the ditch of 
area 3.

The linear cut [C.9] to the west of area 3 measured 17 m in length, 1.52 m in width 
and 0.24 m in depth. It had gently sloping sides and a concave profile. It was filled by a 
mid greyish brown silty sand (C.10). A localised area of light orangish brown sand (C.27) 
filled the linear to the far west of the cut. This linear truncated north to south running 
linear [C.3] as described in subgroup {2003}.

 Linear cut [C.16] to the east of area 3 was located in line with linear [C.9] 16 m 
to the east. It measured 17.8 m in length, 0.98 m in width and 0.23 m in depth. It had 
moderately steep sloping sides and a concave profile. It was filled by a mid orangish brown 
clayey silt (C.17). 
Interpretation
This feature represents a field boundary stretching the width of area 3. This feature prob-
ably represents the most southern boundary of the field delineated by linear [C.22] to the 
north and linear [C.3] to the east. The fact that linear [C.9] truncates linear [C.3] indi-
cates a later date, however, this boundary was probably used contemporarily with that of 
boundary [C.3]. The continuation of linear [C.9] to the west indicates a system of field 
boundaries in this area that have not been uncovered.

Subgroup {2006} East to West aligned Linear Feature – Area 3
Plates: 313, 314, 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 306, 271, 272, 273, 274. 
List of Contexts; [C.43], C.44.
Description
This subgroup describes an east to west running linear to the south of area 3. It is located 
1.9 m south of linear [C.9] as described in subgroup {2005}.

The linear cut [C.43] measured 11.7 m in length, 1.26 m in width and 0.3 m in depth. 
It had gently sloping sides to the south, steeply sloping sides to the north and a concave 
profile. It was filled by a dark brown clayey silt (C.44). Occasional small and medium 
pieces of charcoal were also recovered from this fill. This linear truncated north to south 
running linear [C.3] as described in subgroup {2003}. 
Interpretation
This feature represents a field boundary running in parallel and in close proximity to the 
linears described in subgroup {2005}. This line probably represents an extension or pos-
sible recut to the line of boundary as delineated by linears [C.9] and [C.16]. The fact that 
this linear truncates north to south running linear [C.3] suggests that it was constructed 
at a later date, however, it was most probably used contemporarily with this linear as a 
boundary.

Group 3 Fire Pit
This group describes a single fire pit located to the western side of Area 3.
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Plates: 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 49, 50, 51, 283, 284, 285, 286, 287, 288, 289, 290, 
291, 292. 
List of Contexts; [C.7], C.6
Description
Fire pit [C.7] was located 6.9 m east of field boundary [C.3] as described in group 2. It 
measured 1.03 m in length, 0.74 m in width and 0.33 m in depth. It was orientated in a 
north to south direction. It was oval in shape with gentle and concave sides and a concave 
base. It was filled by a mid bluish grey clayey silt (C.8) with occasional flecks and small 
pieces of charcoal inclusions. Burnt stones were also visible in this fill.
Interpretation
This feature represents a fire pit with an unknown function. The pit contained traces of 
charcoal and was filled with an ash deposit, however, no other finds were recovered. The 
absence of domestic material tends to suggest an industrial use for the fire pit, however, 
with no industrial residues present apart from the burnt stones, its function is difficult to 
determine.   

Group 4 Areas Of Burning
This group describes 15 spreads of material found in Areas 1, 2 and 3 of the excavation 
area.
Plates: 70, 71, 84, 85, 86, 89, 90, 131, 132, 135, 136, 143, 144, 177, 178, 145, 146, 179, 180, 
181, 182, 183, 184, 203, 204, 189, 190, 191, 192, 195, 196, 197, 198, 216, 217, 218, 219, 
229, 230, 231, 232, 235, 236, 237, 238, 220, 221, 233, 234, 250, 251, 252, 253, 259, 260, 261, 
262, 263, 264, 265, 266, 267, 268, 269, 270, 275, 276, 277, 278, 279, 280, 281, 282, 293, 
294, 315, 316, 297, 298, 299, 300, 307, 308, 309, 310, 295, 296, 311, 312, 325, 326, 327, 
328, 329, 330, 331, 332 
List of Contexts; C.13, [C.14], C.15, [C.24], C.25, C.26, C.29, C.33, [C.37], C.34, C.38, 
C.41, C.42, C.45, C.46, C.47, C.48, C.49.
Description 

Context Context Type Dimensions (C.m)

13 Spread 1.2 x 1.0 x 0.08

14 Spread 0.4 x 0.32 x 0.1

24 Spread 1.10 x 0.55 x 0.04

26 Spread 0.53 x 0.21 x 0.12

29 Spread 0.99 x 0.44 x 0.06

33 Spread 0.59 x 0.5 x 0.06

37 Spread 0.41 x 0.32 x 0.1

38 Spread 0.08 x 0.07 x 0.09
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Context Context Type Dimensions (C.m)

41 Spread 0.64 x 0.06 x 0.02

42 Spread 0.74 x 0.22 x 0.07

45 Spread 0.18 x 0.17 x 0.11

46 Spread 0.54 x 0.34 x 0.29

47 Spread 0.21 x 0.14 x 0.03

48 Spread 0.39 x 0.18 x 0.17

49 Spread 0.22 x 0.07 x 0.10

Table	-	Spread	dimensions	–	Group	4

The fifteen spreads above were located across three of the four areas of excavation. The spreads 
differed in length, width and depth as seen in the above table. They varied in colour from a dark 
brownish black to a mid reddish orange and varied in composition from silty sands to clayey 
silts. Moderate flecks and occasional small and medium pieces of charcoal were recovered from 
all contexts. The spreads were all irregularly shaped.
Interpretation
These features represent areas of burning across the excavation area. The abundance of 
burnt material in the form of charcoal indicate human interaction, however, the irregular 
and shallow nature of these deposits suggest that they were only temporary areas of burn-
ing rather than those for multiple re-use. They were most probable areas of vegetation that 
have burnt out as field clearance for agricultural purposes.

Group 5 Cultivation Furrows
This group describes three linear features, representing cultivation furrows, located to the 
southern half of area 3. They were located south of linear [C.43] as described in group 2.
Plates: 119, 120, 121, 122, 133, 134, 185, 186, 187, 188, 193, 194, 199, 200, 201, 202, 226, 
227, 228, 239, 240, 254, 255, 256, 258. 
List of Contexts; [C.20], C.21, [C.31], C.32, [C.39], C.40.
Description 
This group describes the remains of three furrows all orientated in a north to south direc-
tion. Furrow [C.20] measured 3.3 m in length, 0.4 m in width and 0.09 m in depth. It was 
linear in shape with gentle and concave sides and a concave profile. It was filled by a mid 
brown clayey silt (C.21). The cut continued underneath the far southern baulk

Furrow [C.31] was located 3.3 m to the east of furrow [C.20]. It measured 1.9 m in length, 
0.3 m in width and 0.06 m in depth. It was linear in shape with gentle and smooth sides and a 
concave profile. It was filled by a mid brown clayey silt (C.32).

Furrow [C.39] was located 2.6 m to the east of furrow [C.31]. It measured 4.65 m in length, 
0.4 m in width and 0.11 m in depth. It was linear in shape with gentle and smooth sides and a 
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concave base. It was filled by a mid greyish brown silty sand (C.40) with occasional small and 
medium pieces of charcoal inclusions. The cut continued underneath the far southern baulk.
Interpretation
These features represent the remains of a set of agricultural furrows, most probably exca-
vated mechanically (i.e. plough) due to their regular shape. They are all aligned north to 
south in orientation and parallel to one another suggesting that they represent a series of 
agricultural furrows as defined by field boundaries [C.3] (as described in subgroup {2003}) 
and [C.43] (as described in subgroup {2006}). The lack of agricultural furrows at any other 
location across the excavation area suggests a localised function for the area defined by 
linears [C.3] and [C.43]. 
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Appendix 4 Plant remains

By Penny Johnston

Introduction
This short report details the results of plant remains analysis from Ballinglanna North 4, 
Co. Cork (E2417). The site comprised a fire pit, burnt areas, furrows and field boundaries. 

Methodology
The samples were collected on site as bulk soil and were processed using machine-assisted 
floatation (following guidelines in Pearsall 2000). The floating material (or ‘flot’) from 
each sample was collected in a stack of geological sieves (the smallest mesh size was 250m). 
When all the carbonised material was collected the flot was then air-dried in paper-lined 
drying trays prior to storage in airtight plastic bags. The samples were scanned under low-
powered magnification (x 10 to x 40) using a binocular microscope. Nomenclature and 
taxonomic order follows Stace (1997).

Results
The results of preliminary scanning are presented in Table 1. A single sample from this 
site was scanned. It did not contain charred seeds and no further analysis is required.

Sample Context Charcoal Seeds % scanned
3 2 High Absent 100

Table	1:	Scanned	samples	from	Ballinglanna	North	4,	Co�	Cork	(E2417)
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Appendix 5 Finds Catalogue 

Metal
Nails (E2417:1:1) Fe. Average L. 50.1 mm., average Th. 4.2 (of shank) mm., average 

D. 11.95 (of head) mm. Incomplete. Group of sixteen iron nails from topsoil. Very cor-
roded. Cfr. Scully 1997, Fig.74:51, pag.166 (as regards the type).

Disc (E2417:19:1) Cu. alloy. D. 18.6 mm., Th. 1.56 mm. Complete. Button, flat and 
circular in shape. Illegible inscription on the top. Modern in date (most likely 20th Cen-
tury). Corroded.

Glass
A small bottle fragment (E2417:36:1) (col. 5Y, 4/3 olive) was recovered from site. Modern 
in date.
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