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Summary
The excavation of the site at Kilshanny 1 revealed the remains of Bronze Age habitation 
that included a round house, a possible associated structure and an enclosing component. 
The remains of a post-medieval field system were also excavated. Radiocarbon dates from 
the site were very diverse and the range of results included Early Bronze Age, Late Bronze 
Age, Iron Age and medieval dates.

Project Details

Road project name N8 Fermoy to Mitchelstown Bypass
Site name Kilshanny 1
E no. E2430
Ministerial Order No. A040
Site director James Lyttleton 
Townland Kilshanny 
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OS Map Sheet No. CO 10, 11, 19 and 20
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1 Scope of the project 
The archaeological works associated with the N8 Fermoy to Mitchelstown Bypass was 
carried out on behalf of Cork County Council, National Road Design Office, Rich-
mond, Glanmire, Co. Cork. The project was funded by the Irish Government under the 
National Development Plan 2007-2013. The total archaeological cost was administered 
by the National Roads Authority through Cork County Council as part of the Author-
ity’s commitment to protecting our cultural heritage. The purpose of the archaeological 
services project was to conduct archaeological site investigations within the lands made 
available, to assess the nature and extent of any potential new sites uncovered and to 
preserve by record those sites of agreed archaeological significance, as approved by the 
Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government in consultation with the 
National Museum of Ireland.

Phase 1 of the project (archaeological testing of the route) was carried out in October 
2005 under licence 05E1150 issued by Department of the Environment Heritage and Lo-
cal Government (DoEHLG). The principal aim of this phase of the project was to test for 
any previously unknown sites by a programme of centreline and offset testing and to test 
sites of archaeological potential identified in the EIS and geophysical surveying. Five Cul-
tural Heritage Sites were tested under individual excavation licences 05E1122-05E1126.

Phase 2 of the project (resolution) involved the resolution of all archaeological sites 
identified within the proposed road corridor prior to commencement of the construction 
of the bypass. This phase of the project was carried out from September 2006 to Septem-
ber 2007 and excavations were conducted under the management of a Senior Archaeolo-
gist. A total of 28 sites were excavated during this phase of works under separate licences 
issued by DoEHLG.

A post-excavation assessment and strategy document was prepared in Phase 3 of the 
project to present a management strategy for dealing with post-excavation work arising 
from archaeological works along the route of the new N8 Fermoy to Mitchelstown By-
pass. It included a proposal for post-excavation and archiving work and a budget for the 
works. The document detailed the location of the route, the receiving environment, the 
archaeological and historical background, the scope of the project and the circumstances 
and scope of fieldwork. The document presented a scheme-wide summary of the archaeo-
logical findings, a research framework within which the findings were dealt with and a 
publication plan and dissemination strategy for the end results.
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Figure	1:	 The	route	of	the	N8	Fermoy	to	Mitchelstown	Bypass	overlain	on	the	Ordnance	Survey	Discovery	Series	map�
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2 Route location
The route of the N8 Fermoy to Mitchelstown road is located in the rich pastureland of 
North Cork (Figure 1). The project involves the construction of c. 16 km of the N8 from 
Gortore north of Fermoy to Carrigane north-east of Mitchelstown. The N8 Fermoy to 
Mitchelstown road passes through the townlands of Gortore, Ballynacarriga, Glenwood, 
Ballinglanna North, Ballinrush, Caherdrinny, Gortnahown, Ballybeg, Turbeagh, Glena-
tlucky, Ballynamona, Kilshanny, Corracunna, Kildrum, Garryleagh, and Carrigane. The 
townlands are located in the parishes of Kilcrumper, Glanworth and Brigown and Barony 
of Condons & Clangibbon, with the exception of Gortore, and Glenwood, which are 
located in the Barony of Fermoy. 

The route begins at the northern end of the Fermoy Bypass at Gortore, c. 2km north 
of Fermoy, and continues northwards across the River Funshion, and to the west of the 
Glencorra Stream, a tributary of the Funshion, for 4 km. At Caherdrinny, it crosses over 
the western extremities of the Kilworth Mountains. From there it descends north-east-
wards onto the broad plain that extends east and north-eastwards from Mitchelstown. It 
crosses the existing N8 at Gortnahown and passes to the east of Mitchelstown, crossing 
the R665 Mitchelstown-Ballyporeen road and links up with the N8 Cashel Mitchelstown 
Road at Carrigane south of Kilbeheny and 2 km west of where the borders of the Cork, 
Limerick and Tipperary counties meet.

3 Receiving environment
The topography of East Cork and Waterford consists of east/west valleys separated by in-
tervening ridges. The ridges consist of sandstones and mudstones of the Devonian Period 
(Old Red Sandstone) laid down 355-410 million years ago and the valleys of Carbonifer-
ous limestones laid down 290-355 million years ago. The sediments covering many of 
the rocks are mainly of glacial origin deposited by glacial ice or meltwater (Sleeman and 
McConnell 1995, 1).  

The landscape of the area is dominated by the Galtee Mountains to the north, the 
Ballyhoura Mountains to the north-west, the Kilworth Mountains to the east and the 
Nagles to the south. The landscape is drained by the Blackwater River, the Funshion 
River (which flows into the Blackwater River c. 2 km north-east of Fermoy), and the 
Glencorra Stream, a tributary of the Funshion River. The largest population centres in 
the area, Fermoy and Mitchelstown, have developed on the banks of the River Blackwater 
and Gradoge (a tributary of the Funshion), respectively. 

The route begins at Gortore, c. 2 km north of Fermoy, at an elevation of c. 40 m OD. 
At Caherdrinny, it rises to its maximum elevation of c. 180 m OD as it crosses over the 
western extremities of the Kilworth Mountains, before descending onto the broad plain 
that that extends east and north-eastwards from Mitchelstown, at an elevation of 100-120 
m OD.
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The soils on the southern portion of the route are characterised by acid brown earths 
derived from mixed sandstone and limestone glacial till. These soils occur generally in 
the valleys of Cork and Waterford (Gardiner and Radford 1980, 61), and have a wide use 
range, being suitable for tillage and grass production. The soils on the western limits of 
Kilworth Mountains are characterised by brown podzolics derived from sandstone. The 
soils on the northern portion of the route are characterised by brown podzolics derived 
from sandstone and shale glacial till. They have a wide range of potential uses and are well 
suited to arable and pastoral farming (ibid., 67). Land use along the route was almost en-
tirely grassland devoted to intensive dairying and cattle-rearing, with only an occasional 
tillage field.

4 Archaeological and historical background
Archaeological sites of numerous periods were discovered along the route of the new 
road (Figure 2). The periods are referred to as follows: Mesolithic (c. 8000 to 4000 BC), 
Neolithic (c. 4000 to 2000 BC), Chalcolithic (Beaker) (c. 2500-2000 BC), Bronze Age 
(c. 2000 to 500 BC), and Iron Age (c. 500 BC to AD 500), early medieval period (c. AD 
500 to 1100), medieval period (c. AD 1100 to 1650), post-medieval period (c. AD 1650 to 
the present).

A number of Giant Irish Deer (Megaloceros giganteus) skulls, large antlers, antler frag-
ments and various long-bones were retrieved from the clay sediments, c. 1.5 m below the 
peat stratum at Ballyoran Bog (04E1014) on the route of the N8 Rathcormac Fermoy. 
A radiocarbon date of cal BC 11201-10962 was returned for the Giant Irish Deer. Gi-
ant Irish Deer are extinct but are known to have inhabited Ireland during two separate 
periods in the Pleistocene (from 37,000-32,000 BP and 11,750-10,950 BP), with examples 
from lake deposits beneath peat bogs frequently dating to the period between 11,750 BP 
and 10,950 BP (Woodman et al. 1997). The Ballyoran Bog examples were found in this 
typical location of lacustrine (lake) sediments beneath peat and they therefore pre-date 
the beginnings of bog formation and the first human settlement of the area. 

Mesolithic (c. 8000 to 4000 BC)
The earliest known human settlement in Ireland dates from the Mesolithic period (c. 
8000 BC - 4000 BC). In Munster, the majority of the evidence (flint scatters) for Meso-
lithic occupation has ‘come from the Blackwater valley in Co. Cork’ (Woodman 1989, 
116). Flint scatters were recorded in the townlands of Kilcummer Lower (CO034-060) 
on the northern bank of the Blackwater c. 13 km to the south-west of the route and in 
Ballynamona (CO018-099) and Wallstown (CO018-100) on the northern and southern 
sides of the Awbeg river respectively c. 20 km to the west of the route (Power et al. 2000, 
2). Mesolithic sites and find spots were recorded on other road schemes in Co. Cork, these 
included; Rath-healy 3 03E1678 and Curraghprevin 3 03E1138 (N8 Rathcormac Fermoy 
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Figure	2:	 The	 route	 of	 the	 N8	 Fermoy	 to	 Mitchelstown	 Bypass	 overlain	 on	 the	 first	 edition	 Ordnance	 Survey	 map	
CO010,	011,	019,	020,	027	and	028�
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Bypass), Ballynacarriaga 1 01E0567 (N25 Youghal Bypass), Ballinaspig More 5 01E0546 
(N22 Ballincollig Bypass) and Carrigrohane 3 02E0431 (N22 BG). 

Mesolithic activity was recorded on the route of the N8 Fermoy-Mitchelstown at 
Gortore E2410 and at Caherdrinny 3 E2422 and Mesolithic stone tools were recovered 
from Ballinglanna North 1 E2414, Ballinglanna North 3 E2416 and Ballinglanna North 
6 E3972. 

Neolithic (c. 4000 to 2000 BC)
The Neolithic Period is characterised by the introduction of agriculture and the begin-
nings of the clearance of the woodlands. The population increased and became more 
sedentary in nature. A substantial Neolithic settlement site has been recorded at Lough 
Gur, Co. Limerick. Previously the nearest known Neolithic house was located in Pepper-
hill (CO016-226/01) c. 30 km to the northwest of the route. It was recorded during the 
construction of the Bruff-Mallow gas pipeline (Gowen 1988, 44-51).

The material culture includes the manufacture of pottery, flint and stone arrowheads, 
scrapers, axes etc. The range of monuments types includes Megalithic tombs, single burial 
graves and stone circles. Megalithic tombs can be sub-divided into court tombs, portal 
tombs, passage tombs and wedge tombs. There are few wedge tombs or stone circles 
known from north or east Cork. Two of the exceptions are wedge tombs located at Lab-
bacallee (CO027-086), which is one of the largest wedge tombs in the country, and at 
Manning (CO027-091) both located c. 4 km west of the N8. 

Recent infrastructural work on the N8 Rathcormac to Fermoy and the Ballincollig 
Bypass have added significantly to the number of Neolithic sites in the county. A Neo-
lithic house was excavated at Gortore (E2119), on the N8 Rathcormac to Fermoy road 
and another Neolithic house was excavated at Barnagore (02E0384), along the route of 
the Ballincollig Bypass. Both of these Cork examples produced essentially the same ra-
diocarbon results (cal BC 3940-3620 at Barnagore and cal BC 3928-3655 from Gortore) 
and they represent the oldest known houses in the county. A single pit at Fermoy town-
land (05E0078), located c. 3 km to the south of Gortore, produced 12 sherds of a Middle 
Neolithic Globular bowl, and another site at Curraghprevin (c.12 km south of Gortore) 
produced Western Neolithic (Early Neolithic) pottery and a radiocarbon date of 3090-
2580 BC (Late Neolithic). 

Rectangular Neolithic houses were recorded on the route of the N8 FM at Gortore 
1b (E2410), Ballinglanna North 3 (E2416) and Caherdrinny 3 (E2422). A large enclosure 
containing several structures associated with Late Neolithic pottery was excavated at Bal-
lynacarriaga 3 (E2412). Activity dating to the Neolithic was also recorded at Ballynamona 
1 (E2428), Ballynamona 2 (E2429), and Gortnahown 2 (E2426) and Gortore 2 (E3973).
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Bronze Age (c. 2000 to 500 BC)
The Bronze Age is characterised by the introduction of metallurgy and an increase in 
settlement and burial sites. Copper ores were mined and copper, bronze and gold items 
manufactured. The range of burial site types includes cist graves, pit and urn burials, 
cremation cemeteries, barrows, ring-ditches and wedge tombs. Stone circles and stand-
ing stones also date to the Bronze Age. Both enclosed and unenclosed settlement sites are 
known. The most prolific Bronze Age site type is the fulacht fiadh; over 2,000 examples 
have been recorded in County Cork alone. These monuments survive as low mounds of 
charcoal rich black silt, packed with heat-shattered stones, and generally situated close to 
a water source. Fulachta fiadh are generally classified as ‘cooking places’, whereby stones 
were heated in a hearth and subsequently placed in a trough of water, the water continued 
to boil with the addition of hot stones and wrapped food was cooked within the hot wa-
ter. The trough eventually filled with small stones, ash and charcoal that were removed, 
forming the basis of the familiar mound. 

The Bronze Age cemetery site at Mitchelstowndown West, c. 16 km to the north of 
Mitchelstown, contains 53 small barrows. The Discovery Programme Report 1 (Daly and 
Grogan 1992, 44) selected four of this group for excavation. 

Until recently, Bronze Age settlement sites were a rarity in North Cork. A Bronze Age 
occupation site was recorded underlying the medieval ringfort Lisleagh I (CO027-158) 
c. 2.5 km to the west of the N8 (Power et al. 2000, 210). A house site was excavated at 
Killydonoghoe on the route of the N8 Glanmire-Watergrasshill Bypass (Sherlock 2003). 
Three circular houses dating to the Middle Bronze Age were excavated at Mitchelstown 
(04E1072) on the N8 Mitchelstown Relief Road. A large Bronze Age settlement site con-
sisting of three circular enclosures and three circular houses was excavated in 2003 at 
Ballybrowney (03E1058), on the route of the N8 Rathcormac-Fermoy (Cotter 2005, 40).

Bronze Age round houses were recorded on the route of the N8 Fermoy – Mitchel-
stown at Kilshanny 1 (E2432) and Ballynamona 2 (E2429). Burnt mounds/fulachta fiadh 
sites were recorded at Ballinglanna North 1 (E2414), Ballinglanna North 3 (E2416), Ball-
inglanna North 6 (E3972), Ballynamona 2 (E2429), Caherdrinny 1 (E2420), Kilshanny 
3 (E2432) and Kildrum 1 (E3971). Two ring ditches and associated cists and pits burials 
were recorded at Ballynacarriga 3 (E2412). Portions of several encrusted urns and food 
vessels dating to the Early Bronze Age were recorded in association with the burials. A 
cremation burial and associated Early Bronze Age urn were also recorded at Glenatlucky 
(E2427). 

Iron Age (c. 500 BC to AD 500)
Until the last decade there was little evidence of a significant Iron Age presence in the 
Cork region. Settlement sites are few and far between as well as being difficult to identify 
(Woodman 2000) while the material culture of this period is limited. Linear earthworks, 
believed to have marked tribal boundaries, and hillforts are two of the most visible monu-
ments of the period. Recent infrastructural work on the N22 Ballincollig Bypass, the N8 
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Glanmire Watergrasshill Bypass and the M8 Rathcormac Fermoy has altered the picture 
considerably.

Three separate stretches of a linear boundary, the Claidh Dubh, have been recorded in 
County Cork. The longest stretch, c. 24 km in length extends from the Nagle Mountains, 
across the Blackwater valley and into the Ballyhoura Hills. Radiocarbon dating following 
excavation of a section of it revealed it dated to some time before AD100 (Doody 1995, 
23). 

Two of the four hillfort sites in Cork are located in North Cork (Power et al. 2000, 
205). Caherdrinny (CO019:97/01&03) is located at the western end of the Kilworth 
Mountains, c. 700 m to the west of the N8, Corrin (CO035:49/01) is located at the east-
ern end of the Nagle Mountains, overlooking a pass between the Blackwater and Bride 
river valleys just south of Fermoy.

Iron Age dates were returned from a roundhouse at Ballinaspig More 5 01E0546, 
a possible bowl furnace at Curraheen 1 01E1209 and the fulacht fiadh at Curraheen 4 
02E1297 on the N22 Ballincollig Bypass; the Iron Age structure at Muckridge 1 01E0429 
on the N25 Youghal Bypass; iron working sites at Kilrussane 01E0701 and Trabstown 
01E0501 on the N8 Glanmire Watergrasshill Bypass; the iron working site at Lisnagar De-
mesne 1 03E1510, the pit at Maulane East 1 03E1286, the pit at Scartbarry 3 03E1800, the 
corn-drying kiln at Rath-healy 1 03E1139, the burnt mound at Fermoy Wood 04E1014 
and the ring ditch at Ballybrowney Lower 3 05E0233 all on the M8 Rathcormac Fermoy. 

Activity dating to the Iron Age was recorded on the route of the N8 Fermoy – Mitch-
elstown at Ballinglanna North 3 E2416, Ballinglanna North 4 E2417, Ballynacarriaga 
3 E2412, Gortnahown 1 E2423, Gortnahown 3 E2477 and Caherdrinny 3 E2422. The 
sites, with the exception of a single fire pit at Ballinglanna North 4 E2417, did not date 
exclusively to the Iron Age.

Early medieval period (c. AD 500 to 1100)
The early medieval period is characterised by the arrival of Christianity to Ireland. The 
characteristic monument type of the period is the ringfort. Ringforts are the most nu-
merous archaeological monument found in Ireland, with estimates of between 30,000 
and 50,000 illustrated on the first edition of the Ordnance Survey 6” maps of the 1840’s 
(Barry 1987). As a result of continued research, the construction of these monuments has 
a narrow date range during the early medieval period between the 7th and 9th centuries 
AD. Although there are some very elaborate examples of ringforts, they often take the 
form of a simple earth or stone enclosure functioning as settlements for all classes of secu-
lar society (Stout 1997).

A major research excavation of two ringforts was undertaken at Lisleagh, c. 2.5 km to 
the west of the N8 route, in the late 1980s/early1990s. Structural, domestic and industrial 
evidence was recorded at both sites. A number of stake and wattle round houses, and 
ironworking were recorded in Lisleagh I, which had two phases of occupation, ranging 
from the early 7th century to the 9th century AD (Monk 1995, 105-116). 
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Souterrains, frequently associated with ringforts and enclosures, are man made un-
derground chambers linked by narrow passageways. The concealed entrance is located 
at ground level. It is thought souterrains were used for storage or places of refuge during 
times of trouble (Clinton 2001). It has also been hypothesised that some may have been 
used for housing slaves.

The monastery of Brigown (which gave the name to the modern parish in Mitchel-
stown) was founded in the 7th century by Fanahan. Fanahan is reputed to have com-
missioned seven smiths to make seven sickles which were used by him for self-mortifica-
tion. The new monastery was named, Brí Gabhann, for the smiths (Power 1996, 3). The 
ecclesiastical remains comprise a church, graveyard, holy well and site of round tower 
(CO019:30/01-05). A possible enclosure site with evidence of metalworking was excavated 
by John Purcell in Brigown. This was possibly the enclosure of Brigown. No dates were 
obtained from the site (John Purcell personal communication).

A horizontal-wheeled mill (CO027-108) was located on the northern side of the Glen-
corra Stream c. 120 m north of the confluence with the River Funshion. 

A ringfort and associated souterrain (CO027-109) were excavated on the route of the 
N8 Fermoy – Mitchelstown at Ballynacarriga 2 (E2413). Two circular houses and a com-
prehensive range of metalworking activities were excavated at Gortnahown 2 (E2426). 
Sites with evidence of metalworking activities were also excavated at Ballynamona 2 
(E2429) and Ballinglanna North 1 (E2412).

High and later medieval periods (c. AD 1100 to 1650)
This period is characterized by the arrival of the Anglo-Normans and the building of 
tower houses.  Mitchelstown was formerly known as Brigown / Mitchelstown (CO019-
149). It was listed as a market town in 1299 and was located on the southern bank of the 
Gradoge River, to the east of Mitchelstown Castle (Power et al. 2000, 595). The town 
developed under the patronage of the House of Desmond. It passed into the hands of the 
Earls of Kingston in the 17th century (Power 1996, 23).  

The Condon family controlled the barony of Condons and Clongibbon. Two of 
their castles are located in close vicinity to the route of the N8 FM. Cloghleagh Castle 
(CO027:113) is located on the northern bank of the Funshion River to the east of the 
new route. It was built on an outcrop of limestone bedrock. It is a 5-storey tower with 
associated bawn wall (Power et al. 2000, 537). Caherdrinny Castle (CO019:97/02) is lo-
cated to the west of the route. It was a 5-storey tower built within the hillfort enclosure 
(CO019:97/01&03). Glanworth Castle (Boherash CO027-42) is located on a sheer lime-
stone cliff overlooking the River Funshion 5 km to the west of the route.  The 13th-century 
hall house is associated with a four-sided walled enclosure (ibid. 516).
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Figure	3:	 The	route	of	the	N8	Fermoy	to	Mitchelstown	Bypass	overlain	on	the	RMP	map	CO010,	011,	019,	020,	027	and	
028�	The	map	is	based	on	the	second	edition	Ordnance	Survey	maps�
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Post-medieval period (c. 1650 to the present).
The post-medieval period is characterised by mills, limekilns, workhouses, country hous-
es and associated demesnes, vernacular buildings and field systems (Figure 3). Three de-
mesnes associated with country houses are within the route of the N8 at Moorepark, 
Ballynacarriga and Glenwood. The estate system was dismantled in Ireland in the early 
20th century. Demesnes usually comprise of a large country house with associated stables, 
farm buildings and gate lodges, areas of woodland and ornamental gardens etc. The de-
mesne was usually enclosed by a high stone wall such as that associated with Moorepark. 
Moorepark house and demesne was the seat of the Earls Mountcashell (Lewis 1988, 312). 
The Moorepark Estate covered an area around 800 acres and extended both north and 
south of the river Funshion. The house was sold to the British War Office c. 1903 by 
the 5th Earl’s daughter (Bence-Jones 1996, 211). It burned down in 1908 and was never 
rebuilt. No trace of it now survives The demesne is clearly defined by woodland on the 
1841-2 and 1906 edition Ordnance Survey maps, which was most likely enclosed by a 
wall. It is likely that the demesne walls are contemporary with the mansion house and 
therefore date to the 18th century. The Cork to Dublin mail coach road originally ran to 
west of the demesne walls as it appears on the 1841-2 and 1906 Ordnance Survey maps. 

The site of a workhouse (C0019-11301-) built in 1852 is located in Kilshanny townland 
to the east of Mitchelstown. The complex of buildings, including a hospital chapel and 
mortuary, was enclosed within a three-metre high limestone wall and could accommo-
date up to 600 people. Closed in 1916 and burned by the IRA in 1922, only the boundary 
wall and main entrance way survive today (Power 2002, 48).

A late 19th century bridge of rubble limestone, approached by a causeway at either 
end, carries a tertiary road from Kilworth-Glanworth over the Glencorra Stream. A road 
crosses the stream at the same location on the 1841-2 Ordnance survey map, but the 
bridging structure is not named. The site is named Glencorra Bridge on the 1906 edition 
of the Ordnance Survey map and is of local architectural significance. 
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5 Site Location and Topography
The site is situated on a large slightly undulating plain, in a low lying area between the 
hills and mountains in the surrounding landscape.  The site slopes slightly from north to 
south. The most northern extent of the site lays approximately 20 metres south-west of 
Kilshanny 3 while the most southern extent lies 12 metres north of an east to west run-
ning stream. 

6 Excavation methodology
The excavation was carried out under E-Number E2430 and complied with the method 
statement approved by the Department of Environment, Heritage, and Local Govern-
ment, in consultation with the National Museum of Ireland. The site was mechanically 
stripped of topsoil under strict archaeological supervision. Stripping was done with a 
tracked machine with a flat toothless bucket. Where appropriate mini-diggers were used, 
and in the larger areas to be stripped multiple large tracked machines were used; all strip-
ping operations involved the use of multiple dumpers for topsoil mounding. Topsoil strip-
ping commenced in the areas of identified archaeology and continued radially outward 
until the limit of the road take was reached or until the limit of the archaeological re-
mains was fully defined. A grid was set up in the excavation area(s) and all archaeological 
features were sufficiently cleaned, recorded and excavated so as to enable an accurate and 
meaningful record of the site to be preserved. The excavation, environmental sampling, 
site photographs, site drawings, find care and retrieval, on-site recording and site archive 
was as per the Procedures for Archaeological works as attached to the licence method 
statements for excavation licences.

The site was excavated over a 22 week period from 28/09/06 to 02/03/07 by a crew 
of seven people. Only areas within the CPO were resolved. The full extent of the area of 
excavation measured 5033 m2 in total. 

The full record of excavated contexts is recorded in the context register (Appendix 1) 
and the stratigraphic matrix (Appendix 2). Detailed stratigraphic descriptions are found 
in the groups and sub-groups text (Appendix 3).

7 Excavation results
The site at Kilshanny 1 was discovered during Phase 1 archaeological testing of the new 
route, carried out under licence no. 05E1150 (Cotter et al 2006). Features found during 
testing included several pits with evidence for in situ burning. The site was classified as a 
possible prehistoric settlement site on the basis of testing results.

Excavation revealed that the site at Kilshanny 1 included an area of prehistoric habita-
tion around a round house, two associated structures and an enclosing component. This 
area also included the remains of a post-medieval field system. 
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Plate	1:	 Kilshanny	1	round	house	during	excavtion�

Plate	2:	 Kishanny	1	round	house	in	the	foreground,	with	a	view	of	the	surrounding	landscape�
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Figure	4:	 Post-excavation	plan	of	Kilshanny	1	E2430,	showing	locations	of	Areas	A,	B,	C,	E	and	F�
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Figure	5:	 Post-excavation	plan	of	Areas	E	and	F	at	Kilshanny	1	E2430�
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Figure	6:	 Interpretative	post-excavation	plan	of	Areas	E	and	F	at	Kilshanny	1�
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The site was split into six areas, Areas A, B, C, D, E and F (Figure 4), covering a 
distance of 440 metres north to south. The southernmost area of excavation was Area A, 
covering an area that was roughly 1299 m2. Three furrows, a field boundary and three 
pits were found in this area of excavation. Area B was approximately 125 m to the north-
north-east, covering an area that was approximately 1000 m2. The archaeological features 
in this area included an extensive field system that probably connected to the systems 
in Area A. Four furrows, five field boundaries fifteen pits and ten natural features were 
found. Area C was located 33 m to the east. It was a tiny area of excavation that measured 
124 m2 and only one field boundary was excavated. There were no archaeological features 
in Area D. Area E was located 136 m to the north-north-east of Area C. It covered an 
area of 624 m2 and archaeological features included two field boundaries, four pits and 
a post-hole. Area F abutted Area E to the north-east and covered an approximate area of 
2000 m2. This was the richest area of excavation and it included a prehistoric round house 
and numerous external features.

The archaeological features at this site were divided into two main phases of archaeo-
logical activity; prehistoric and post-medieval. The prehistoric archaeology was concen-
trated in Areas E and F. Post-medieval field systems, pits and furrows were found in Areas 
A, B, C and E. There is also a possibility that some of the pits and gullies excavated in 
Area F are post-medieval in origin.

Prehistoric archaeology
The prehistoric archaeology comprised a round house (Structure 1) and numerous ex-
ternal features that reflected the extent of archaeological activity in the area around the 
house (Figures 5 and 6). Some may have been the remains of ancillary structures, storage 
facilities, storage pits and enclosing fences etc.

The Round House (Structure 1)
A round house (Structure 1) was identified in the northernmost area of excavation (Area 
F) at Kilshanny 1 (Figure 5, Plates 1 and 2). Structure 1 was defined by a foundation 
trench (C.139), measuring 0.77 m in width and 0.14 m in depth (Figure 7). It had an 
internal diameter of 9.1 m. The internal circumference of the house was approximately 
28.57 m and it enclosed an area of c. 65 m2. The foundation trench probably held planks, 
or panels of wattle and daub, that formed the walls of the house. The entrance to the 
house, between the termini of the foundation trench, faced east and measured 1.85 m in 
width.

Six post-holes were associated with the foundation trench; four of them on the exteri-
or of the trench (C.149, C.150, C.152, C.155) and two on the interior of the trench (C.140 
and C.213). These post-holes formed the supporting structure for the roof of the house. 
Alder charcoal from the fill of the post-hole (C.213) returned an Iron Age radiocarbon 
date of cal BC 110 – 05 (UB – 13227).
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Six post-holes were located within the internal space of the structure (C.146, C.147, 
C.153, C.162, C.200 and C.201). A total of two post-holes (C.147 and C.153) were located 
to the west of the interior of the house. They had steeply sloping sides and measured ap-
proximately 0.6 m in diameter and 0.2 m in depth. These post-holes could represent the 
remains of internal posts that would have provided support for the roof of the structure. 
A further two post-holes (C.200 and C.201) were located to the south-west of the interior 
of the house. They measured approximately 0.4 m in diameter and 0.15 m in depth. These 
were possibly also internal support posts, although they were smaller than the other two 
post-holes (C.147 and C.153). 

Two post-holes were centrally located (C.162 and C.146). The post-hole represent 
the remains of the central post that supported the roof (C.162) and a later replacement 
(C.146). The earliest post-hole (C.162) was circular in shape and measured 0.7 m in 
length, 0.44 m in width and 0.49 m in depth. It was truncated by another post-hole 
(C.146), which measured 1.36 m in diameter and 0.52 m in depth. The large diameter of 
the post-hole (C.146) was probably created due to the removal of this post. The fact that 
the central post-hole was repaired and replaced suggests that the building was in use for 
a long period of time. 

It is possible that the small external pit (C.145), located to the south-east of the foun-
dation trench, represented a truncated post-hole as all of its dimensions, apart from its 
depth, occur within the size range of other post-holes associated with Structure 1 (see 
Table 1).

Post-hole Position Length Width Depth Volume
C.140 Internal 0.9 0.6 0.22 0.12
C.145 External 0.45 0.4 0.04 0.007
C.146 Internal 1.35 1.36 0.54 0.99
C.147 Internal 0.34 0.3 0.2 0.02
C.149 External 0.7 0.7 0.2 0.1
C.150 External 0.8 0.6 0.17 0.08
C.152 External 0.9 0.5 0.3 0.13
C.153 Internal 0.86 0.32 0.12 0.03
C.155 External 0.37 0.28 0.2 0.02
C.200 Internal 0.45 0.4 0.22 0.04
C.201 Internal 0.4 0.4 0.12 0.01
C.213 Internal 0.5 0.3 0.1 0.01

Table	1:	Post-holes	associated	with	Structure	1

Four sub-circular pits (C.141, C.142, C.143 and C.158) were discovered within the 
interior space of the round house. Only one of the four pits contained any archaeological 
material within their fills. These pits represent possible occupation of the round house, 
however, with little archaeological material from the fills of these pits their function was 
difficult to determine.

A total of ten pits (C.148, C.151, C.156, C.157, C.161, C.164, C.165, C.182, C.203 and 
C.441) were located to the north and west of the exterior of the structure. They varied in 
length from 0.45 m to 2.06 m, varied in width from 0.4 m to 1.8 m and varied in depth 
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from 0.04 m to 1.1 m. Willow/poplar charcoal from the fill of the pit C.182 returned a 
medieval radiocarbon date of cal AD 1292 – 1386 (UB – 13228). These pits were probably 
associated with the occupation of the round house due to their close proximity, however, 
without more information function was difficult to ascertain.

There is a large range in sizes and volumes in each of the pits. There is most conform-
ity in the internal pits, all of which are in the region of 1 m in length. The size of the exter-
nal pits was much more variable, ranging from the smallest (C.182) to the largest (C.441). 

Pit Position Length Width Depth Volume
141 Internal 1.2 0.9 0.5 0.54
142 Internal 1.2 0.86 0.5 0.52
143 Internal 1.15 1.1 0.58 0.74
148 External 1.2 1 0.5 0.6
151 External 1.74 1.46 0.9 2.29
156 External 1.4 1.2 0.5 0.84
157 External 2.06 1.78 0.76 2.79
158 Internal 0.9 0.7 0.27 0.17
161 External 1.1 0.9 0.2 0.19
164 External 1.85 1.8 0.9 2.99
165 External 0.6 0.6 0.16 0.06
182 External 0.54 0.48 0.17 0.04
203 External 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.32
441 External 2.04 1.7 1.1 3.81

Table	2:	Internal	and	external	pits	associated	with	Structure	1

Plate	3:	 View	of	Kilshanny	1	under	excavation,	with	large	pits	in	the	foreground�



Kilshanny 1-E2430

21

                                   http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e2430-kilshanny1-co-cork/

Structural Features to east of Structure 1 (possible ancillary 
structure)

A group of four post-holes (C.239, C.243, C.245 and C.433) was located 4.1 m to the east 
of the entrance of Structure 1. They varied in length from 0.4 m to 1.56 m, varied in width 
from 0.4 m to 1.3 m and varied in depth from 0.19 m to 1.34 m. They were in general sub-
circular in shape and had steeply sloping sides. It is possible that these features formed the 
remains of a possible structure, ancillary to the main house at the site (Structure 1). This 
was probably rectilinear and measured 3.5 m in length and 1.5 m in width. There is a pos-
sibility that more features in this structure continued beyond the limit of the excavation. 
As the structure is currently known, the plan appears to be relatively simple; it is possible 
that the structure may have been used for storage and associated with the occupation of 
the circular house. 

Two pits (C.217 and C.233) were also located close by. The pit (C.217) was found to 
the south of the possible ancillary structure and the second pit (C.223) was located to its 
north. Charcoal flecks were observed within the fill of pit (C.217). These pits were pos-
sibly associated with activity at the possible ancillary structure. 

Row of features to the North of Structure 1 (possible enclosing 
features)

A linear row of features was found in 13 m to the north of Structure 1. It was aligned east 
to west. It comprised four pits (C.443, C.445, C.446 and C.472), a linear gully (C.444) 
and three post-holes (C.414, C.442 and C.479).

The circular pit (C.472) measured 3 m in length, 1.2 m in width and 2.5 m in depth. 
This was truncated by a later pit (C.443): possibly an attempt at re-cutting the original 
pit (C.472). The re-cut pit (C.443) measured 2.24 m in length, 2 m in width and 1.5 m in 
depth and was circular in shape. Charcoal flecks were observed within the fills of both of 
these pits. A gully (C.444) led from these pits. It was 15.85 m in length, 2 m in width and 
0.16 m in depth with a concave profile and gently sloping sides. The gully connected the 
pits to another large pit (C.446) which measured 4.78 m in length, 3.84 m in width and 
1.2 m in depth. It was oval in shape and sides varied from moderate to vertical in gradi-
ent. It was filled by seven deposits demonstrating a long period of occupation. The large 
pits and connecting gully could have been used for an industrial purpose, however there 
is little evidence surviving in the fills of the pits to determine what this function was. 

Another pit (C.445) was irregular in shape and truncated the linear gully (C.444), 
indicating that it was much later in date. It measured 1.2 m in length, 0.8 m in width and 
1 m in depth. 

Three post-holes were located just to the south of pit (C.443). They were arranged in a 
triangular formation with the long axis facing the large pit. They measured approximately 
0.7 m in diameter and 0.4 m in depth. They were sub-circular in shape and had steeply 
sloping sides. These features may have formed some sort of structure, however they were 
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located close to the edge of excavation and some elements may have been located outside 
the area of investigation.

These features provided a barrier shielding the circular house from the north. This 
may represent a part of an enclosure (possibly fenced suggested by the surviving post-
holes) associated with the habitation in this area.

Row of features to the South of Structure 1 (possible enclosing 
features)

A row of features was located, 15 m south of the circular house (some are visible in Plate 
3). This group consisted of thirteen pits (C.234, C.261, C.289, C.305, C.323, C.324, C.335, 
C.342, C.347, C.359, C.360, C.371 and C.394), a linear feature (C.399) and five post-holes 
(C.325, C.336, C.344, C.403 and C.410). These features were aligned east to west.

The pits varied in length from 0.94 m to 7.38 m, varied in width from 0.76 m to 4.7 
m and varied in depth from 0.16 m to 1.5 m. They were generally sub-circular in shape 
and had moderate to steeply sloping sides. The primary fills of four of these pits contained 
white sand deposits, while the fills of two other pits contained red sandy silts possibly 
indicating burning (in situ or otherwise). Two pits contained evidence for both types of 
deposits but in different stratigraphic sequences. Pit (C.261) contained evidence for burn-
ing and then water-logging while the order in pit (C.347) was reversed.

A linear feature (C.399) was connected to pit (C.394). It measured 1.22 m in length, 
0.91 m in width and 0.1 m in depth. The sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. 

The five sub-circular post-holes varied in diameter from 0.5 m to 1 m and varied in 
depth from 0.26 m to 0.47 m. Two of these post-holes (C.403, C.410) were truncated by 

Plate	4:	 Pre-excavation	view	of	pits	C�77	and	C�80	in	Area	B,	from	south-west�
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Figure	8:	 Area	A	at	Kilshanny	1	E2430�
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two of the features described above (C.399 and C.234 respectively), which suggests that 
these post-holes represented an earlier phase of activity.

The linear alignment of these features is reminiscent of the features that were located 
to the north of the circular house. This suggests that these features represent the continu-
ation of an enclosure (probably fenced) surrounding the circular house to the south.  The 
post-holes described above probably represent an earlier and less substantial line of this 
boundary.

The fills of these pits indicate several phases of use and re-use of various functions. 
This may indicate seasonal activity on the site with the function of these pits changing 
with every new occupation of the site.

Structural Features to south-west of Structure 1 (possible fence 
line)

Several possible structural features were found approximately 25 metres to the south-west 
of Structure 1. It was defined by a linear gully (C.301), four post-holes (C.308, C.310, 
C.303 and C.353) and a pit (C.307). It is possible that these features represent the remains 
of a second ancillary structure. It is likely that this was a rectilinear structure.

These structural features represented different phases of construction. The primary 
phase is represented by two post-holes (C.308 and C.310). On average these measured 
0.55 m long, 0.4 m wide and 0.5 m deep. Both post-holes were circular in shape and sides 
varied from moderate to vertical in gradient.

These post-hole were truncated by linear gully (C.301) that measured 10.43 m in 
length, 1.52 m in width and 0.3 m in depth. It was flat in profile and had moderately 
steep sloping sides. This gully was, in turn, truncated by a post-hole (C.303). It was oval in 
shape and measured 1 m in length, 0.7 m in width and 0.3 m in depth. The final post-hole 
in this group of features (C.353) was irregular in shape and measured 0.7 m in length, 0.5 
m in width and 0.6 m in depth.

The pit (C.307) was located just to the north of the linear gully (C.301). It represented 
occupation associated with this structure and was probably located within the interior. It 
measured 1.42 m in length, 1.18 m in width and 0.42 m in depth.

These features appear to represent three sequences of construction for a possible linear 
fence line. The fact that a sequence was evident suggests several rebuilds and this in turn 
indicates activity in this area of the site continued for quite an extended period of time. 
This line of features may have represented a fence line. 

Group of features located to the South-East of Structure 1
A group of five pits (C.346, C.372, C.389, C.390 and C.391) were found within a 5 m2 
area just south of the circular house. In general these pits measure 0.85 m in length, 0.6 m 
in width and 0.28 m in depth. No archaeological material was recovered from the fills of 
these pits making their function and date hard to determine. The close proximity of these 
pits suggests that they were associated with each other.
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Ten pits (C.255, C.257, C.263, C.268, C.273, C.274, C.275, C.276, C.283 and C.405) 
were located to the south-east of the circular house (Structure 1). They varied in length 
from 0.44 m to 2.04 m, varied in width from 0.4 m to 1.84 m and varied in depth from 
0.08 m to 1 m. They were generally sub-circular in shape. Four of the ten pits contained 
charcoal, however, there was no evidence of in situ burning or industrial activity. It is pos-
sible that these formed a linear boundary similar, possibly related to the occupation of the 
circular house (Structure 1). Hazel/alder charcoal from the fill of one pit (C.257) returned 
an Early Bronze Age radiocarbon date of cal BC 1889 – 1748 (UB – 13226).

A single stake-hole (C.481) was located to the east of the circular house. It measured 
0.36 m in length, 0.21 m in width and 0.17 m in depth. This stake-hole represents the 
only structural feature in this area and may have formed part of a structure related to the 
pits described above.

Post-medieval archaeology
The post-medieval archaeology at Kilshanny 1 included pits, the remains of field bounda-
ries and furrows.

Pits
Three pits (C.131, C.137 and C.138) were located in Area A and thirteen pits (C.34, C.44, 
C.56, C.58, C.66, C.69, C.74, C.77, C.80, C.87, C.89, C.96 and C.104) were located 
across Area B (Plate 4).

The three pits in Area A were all located north of the field boundary C.133 (Figure 8, 
Plate 5). They were in general irregular in shape and contained moderate flecks and small 
pieces of charcoal as well as burnt stone inclusions within their fills. The inclusions within 
the fills of these pits suggest burning, possibly associated with agricultural activities, as 
they were close in proximity to multiple furrows and field boundaries.

Thirteen pits were discovered across Area B (Figure 9). They varied in shape from 
oval to sub-rectangular and varied in profile from flat to concave. Charcoal inclusions 
and post-medieval finds including clay pipe, pottery and glass fragments were recovered 
from the fills of these pits. These features also lie in close proximity to a field system that 
comprised multiple furrows and field boundaries. It is likely that these features were agri-
cultural in origin. The post-medieval finds within the fills of these pits suggests a modern 
date.

A total of nine miscellaneous pits (C.249, C.251, C.296, C.298, C.322, C.420, C.401, 
C.408 and C.426) were found across Areas E and F (Plate 6). They varied greatly in di-
mensions, shapes, profiles and fills. Three of the nine pits contained post-medieval pottery 
within their fills suggesting a late date and some charcoal was observed within the fills 
of two of these pits. Due to their isolated locations they could not be grouped with any 
other archaeological features.
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Plate	5:	 Parallel	ditches	in	Area	E	before	excavation�

Plate	6:	 Parallel	ditches	in	Area	E,	partially	excavated�
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Pit Pit fills Area Length (m) Width (m) Depth (m) Volume (m3)
C.131 C.126, C.127, C.128, C.129, 

C.130
A 2.35 1.2 0.9 2.54

C.137 C.134, C.135, C.136, C.91 A Partially 
excavated

1.67 0.57

C.138 C.90 A 0.66 0.62 0.18 0.23
C.34 C.31, C.32, C.33 B 1.22 0.98 0.54 0.65
C.44 C.43 B Truncated 1.6 0.2
C.56 C.54, C.55, C.59, C.60 B 1.3 1 0.72 0.94
C.58 C.57 B 0.94 0.5 0.06 0.03
C.66 C.61, C.62, C.63, C.64 B 1.65 1 0.5 0.83
C.69 C.67, C.68, C.70 B 0.6 0.5 0.23 0.07
C.74 C.73 B 0.66 0.54 0.21 0.07
C.77 C.75, C.76 B 0.54 0.4 0.25 0.05
C.80 C.78, C.79 B 0.7 0.4 0.18 0.05
C.87 C.86 B 1 0.9 0.37 0.33
C.89 C.88 B 0.25 0.19 0.1 0.004
C.96 C.93, C.94, C.95 B 0.58 0.55 0.3 0.1
C.104 C.103 B 1.16 0.59 0.09 0.06
C.420 C.483 E 1.45 1.1 0.3 0.48
C.401 C.402 E 2.7 0.7 0.16 0.3
C.426 C.430, C.431, C.432 E 2.14 Truncated 0.5
C.249 C.250, C.253, C.254 F 1.1 0.8 0.4 0.35
C.251 C.252 F 1.08 0.88 0.3 0.29
C.296 C.297, C.300 F 1 1 0.6 0.6
C.298 C.299 F 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.14
C.322 C.338, C.339 F 1.33 1 0.54 0.72
C.408 C.409, C.411 F 1.9 2 0.5 1.9

Table	3:	Post-medieval	pit	dimensions

There is a great variety in the size and volume of the post-medieval pits, with some 
so shallow (e.g. C.89) they are little more than slight depressions in the ground. Others, 
e.g. C.131, are extremely large and deep and irregular. There is very little evidence to in-
dicate the original function of these features, although some were linked to agricultural 
features and it is possible that some pits may also have had an agricultural function. Dif-
fuse porous charcoal from the fill of the pit C.87 returned a Late Bronze Age radiocarbon 
date of cal BC 757 – 547 (UB – 13229). It was obtained from large pit fills and most of 
the other material retrieved from these pits included clay pipes (E2430:103:1, E2430:73:1 
and E2430:43:1), modern/post-medieval pottery (E2430:299:1 and E2430:300:1) and glass 
(E2430:76:1). This suggests that charcoal that returned a Late Bronze Age date was pos-
sibly re-deposited.  

Field Boundaries
Nine field boundaries were located in Areas A, B, C and E. A single field boundary 
(C.133) was uncovered in Area A. It was orientated north-east to south-west. Five field 
boundaries were discovered in Area B (C.22, C.27, C.36, C.40 and C.42). Two bounda-
ries were orientated north-west to south-east and three boundaries were orientated north-
east to south-west. A single field boundary (C.112) was discovered in Area C, orientated 
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Plate	7:	 Post-excavation	view	of	pit	C�131	in	Area	A,	from	the	north-west�

Plate	8:	 Mid-excavation	view	of	pit	C�408�
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north-east to south-west. Two parallel field boundaries were discovered in Area E, C.20 
and C.425 (Plates 7 and 8). These field boundaries represent the divisions of field systems 
in this area. The post-medieval pottery from the fill of boundary (C.133) suggests a fairly 
modern date for these features.

Field 
boundary

Area of 
excavation

Alignment Length (m) Width (m) Depth (m)

C.133 A NE – SW 2.35 1.2 0.9
C.22 B NNW – SSE Not fully excavated 1.1 0.14
C.27 B NNW – SSE Not fully excavated 2.85 0.43
C.36 B WNW– ESE Not fully excavated 0.7 0.2
C.40 B WNW– ESE Not fully excavated 0.7 0.2
C.42 B WNW– ESE Not fully excavated 0.8 0.1
C.112 C NE – SW Not fully excavated 1.3 0.45
C.20 E NW – SE Not fully excavated 2 0.42
C.425 E NW – SE Not fully excavated 4.4 0.9

Table	4:	Field	boundaries

Agricultural Furrows
Three parallel lines of furrows (C.121, C.123 and C.125) were located in Area A and four 
lines of furrows (C.114, C.116, C.117, C.118) were located in Area B. 

Furrows Area of 
excavation

Alignment Length (m) Width (m) Depth (m)

C.121 A NW – SE Beyond baulk 1.1 0.22
C.123 A NW – SE Beyond baulk 0.43 0.08
C.125 A NW – SE Beyond baulk 0.84 0.1
C.114 B N – S Beyond baulk 0.24 0.1
C.116 B E – W Beyond baulk 0.48 0.05
C.117 B N – S Beyond baulk 0.2 0.05
C.118 B N – S Beyond baulk 0.2 0.05

Table	5:	Furrows

The furrows in Area A were all linear in shape and were orientated north-west to 
south-east. A piece of plastic was found in the secondary deposit within furrow C.121. In 
Area B three furrows (C.114, C.117 and C.118) were orientated north to south and one 
furrow (C.116) was orientated east to west. The furrows in both areas were most probably 
excavated by plough due to their regular shape. The varying orientation of these agricul-
tural furrows suggests that they have fallen out of use and have been replaced over time 
representing several phases of agricultural activity. As there was a distance of approxi-
mately 175 m between the furrows in Areas A and B it is likely that the furrows in each 
area were part of separate fields. It is possible that many of these furrows were of relatively 
recent origin: the plastic material in the upper fill of a furrow (C.121) suggests that the 
line of furrows in Area A have fallen out of use fairly recently.
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Miscellaneous Features
There were ten naturally occurring features (C.30, C.46, C.50, C.72, C.82, C.85, C.100, 
C.102, C.106 and C.108) located in Area B and three naturally occurring features (C.247, 
C.434 and C.362) located in Area F. The features differed in length, width, depth and 
shape and were in the majority void of archaeological finds. One feature (C.434) con-
tained charcoal flecks and post-medieval pottery. This feature was probably purposefully 
backfilled recently in order to level the ground. The other features probably represent 
natural hollows filled by naturally occurring deposits. 

Four layers (C.416, C.417, C.418 and C.419) were located to the western side of Area 
F. The composition of these four layers possibly suggests activity, however, there is little 
evidence remaining and they could not be directly related to any other archaeological 
features in this area.

Artefacts
All of the artefacts from Kilshanny 1 were processed by finds specialist, Sara Camplese. 
The material was all relatively modern in origin, including metal pieces such as nails 
and pottery that was all identified as nineteenth to twentieth century wares (including 
transfer-printed ware, slipware, pearlware and glazed red earthenware). A full list of the 
artefacts from the site is found in the Finds Register (Appendix 4). There were no artefacts 
associated with the round house.

There were no prehistoric artefacts from Kilshanny 1, but there were several finds that 
were identified as nineteenth and twentieth century ceramics (catalogued in Appendix 5). 
Such finds can be common in topsoil, possibly because fragments were incorporated into 
midden deposits that accumulated outside houses and were subsequently spread on fields 
as compost to improve the fertility of the land. It is possible that deep ploughing may 
have caused some of the pottery at Kilshanny 1 to become incorporated into the upper 
levels of archaeological deposits, in particular large post-medieval fills where the deposits 
were still settling.

Charcoal
Charcoal was identified by Mary Dillon in advance of radiocarbon dating. The material 
was identified as hazel/alder from C.20 (a field boundary in Area E), alder from cut C.257 
(a pit to the south-east of the round house), willow/poplar charcoal from cut C.213 (a 
post-hole in the foundation trench of the round house), diffuse porous charcoal from cut 
C.182 (a feature outside the round house). Another sample from cut C.87 (a pit from Area 
B) was not suitable for radiocarbon dating as it was all identified as oak.
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Plant Remains
The plant remains from Kilshanny 1 were identified by Mary Dillon (see Appendix 6). 
The plant remains were generally from post-medieval features and wheat, barley and rye 
were identified.

Radiocarbon Dates
Radiocarbon analysis was carried out by the 14 Chrono Centre in Queen’s University 
Belfast. Dates were calibrated using Calib Rev5.0.2 (©1986-2005 M.Stuiver & P.J. Re-
imer) and in conjunction with Stuiver & Reimer 1993 and Reimer et al. 2004.

Lab 
code

Context Material Un-calibrat-
ed date

δ 13 C 2 sigma 
calibration

1 sigma 
calibration

Period

UB-
13226

C.258
Fill of pit 
C.257 (8.5 
m to the 
south-east 
of Structure 
1)

Hazel/Alder 
charcoal
(Corylus/
Alnus) 0.2 g/1 
fragment

3497+/-25 -27.5 cal BC 
1889-1748

cal BC 
1880-1865, 
1849-1837, 
1833-1773

Early 
Bronze Age

UB-
13227

C.214
Fill of post-
hole (C.213) 
within 
Structure 1

Alder 
charcoal
(Alnus) 0.5 
g/1 fragment

2058+/-22 -26.6 cal BC 163-
129, 120-18, 
14- cal AD 0

cal BC 110-
39, 7-5

Iron Age

UB-
13228

C.183
Fill of pit 
(C.182) 3 
m to the 
north-west 
of Structure 
1

Willow/
Poplar 
charcoal
(Salix/
Populus) 0.2 
g/2 fragments

646+/-22 -30.2 cal AD 
1284-1321, 
1349-1391

cal AD 
1292-1308, 
1361-1386

Medieval

UB-
13229

C.86
Fill of pit 
(C.87) in 
Area B

Diffuse 
porous char-
coal 0.1 g/2 
fragments

2491+/-23 -23.5 cal BC 768-
536, 530-522

cal BC 
757-736, 
690-684, 
669-662, 
649-547

Late 
Bronze Age

Table	6:	Radiocarbon	dates	from	Kilshanny	1
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8 Discussion

Prehistoric round houses
Most prehistoric round houses from Ireland date to the Bronze Age, with some rare exam-
ples known to date to the Iron Age. Although the house at Kilshanny 1 returned an Iron 
Age date, most of the comparable excavated sites are dated to the Bronze Age.

A recent survey of Bronze Age earth-cut houses in southern Ireland lists a total of 33 
round structures, 9 sub-circular, oval or u-shaped and 8 rectangular buildings (Doody 
2007, 86–88). Discoveries of Bronze Age round houses along the route of the N8 Fermoy 
to Mitchelstown (at Ballynamona 2) and the N8 Cashel to Mitchelstown (McQuade et 
al. 2009, 85) adds another 22 round houses to the list (as well as 3 rectangular buildings, 
all from one site at Ballylegan, Co. Tipperary).

It is clear from these results that round, rather than rectangular, structures are the 
predominant trend in the domestic architecture of the Irish Bronze Age. However, this 
general conclusion masks a diversity in house size, construction pattern and internal fea-
tures. The discovery of axial symmetry (as identified in Britain by Guilbert 1982, 68–9 
and Brück 1999) in several houses excavated in Tipperary and North Cork (Tierney and 
Johnston 2009) is one example of patterning evident in Irish Bronze Age house remains. 
Whether this is a regional pattern or not is open to debate; it is quite likely that more 
houses from different areas of the country were also constructed using a similar pattern 
or method. 

It is not possible to compare Structure 1 at Kilshanny with buildings with axial sym-
metry. There was no evidence of regularly spaced post-holes within the structure, al-
though it is possible that some post-holes associated with the structure were disturbed by 
later activity at the site, in particular by a number of quite large pits that characterised 
the northern part of the interior of the building and the area to the north-west of the 
structure. The construction method used at the house is not entirely clear. It is likely that 
the trench that outlined the perimeter of the building acted as a foundation trench for a 
plank wall. Some internal post-holes probably indicate the location of support posts that 
held the roof up. 

There are numerous comparisons for the Kilshanny 1 structure. For example, a nearby 
round house excavated at Ballynamona 2 also contained a foundation trench and an un-
clear pattern of post-holes and pits associated with the house. However, the foundation 
trench at Ballynamona 2 was very narrow and clearly held planks or wattle panels. In 
contrast, the foundation trench at Kilshanny 1 was substantial. 

Round houses with partial footing trenches or drip gullies that delineate the perim-
eter of the houses are relatively common but there are relatively few examples where 
trenches complete the entire perimeter of the structure, similar to Kilshanny 1 (see Table 
7 for comparative sites and associated dating evidence). 
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Site County Diameter of 
perimeter

Date Comment

Kilshanny 1 Cork 9.1 m EBA–IA
Kiloran 8 Structure A Tipperary 9 m EBA
Kiloran Structure B Tipperary 8 m No date
Knockdomny Westmeath 8.5 m MBA Partially truncated
Ballybrowney B Cork 6.5 m No date
Ballybrowney C Cork 6.5 m EBA
Kilmurry North Wicklow 11.5 m EBA
Curraghatoor Structure 2 Tipperary 4 m No date
Curraghatoor Structure 2 Tipperary 3 m No date
Cloghlucas South Cork 9.5 m No date
Knockuregare (ring gully 230) Limerick 14 m MBA
Knockuregare (ring gully 231) Limerick 10.5 m LBA
Cloghabreedy Site 125.4 
Structure A

Tipperary 6.8 m EBA Partially truncated

Ballylegan Site 207.1 Tipperary 6 m LBA Partially truncated
Table	7:	Bronze	Age	house	sites	with	continuous	foundation	trenches	or	gullies	around	the	perimeter

The dating evidence for all of the Bronze Age house sites with continuous (or almost 
continuous) foundation trenches or gullies around the perimeter  appears to be weighted 
towards the beginning of the Bronze Age, but dates from throughout the Bronze Age 
were evident, and the Iron Age date from Kilshanny 1 extends the known date range for 
this type of house. 

The structure at Kilshanny 1 is a relatively large structure, 9.1 m in diameter. This is 
very close in size to Bronze Age houses excavated at Kiloran 8 (Structure A) which was 9 
m in diameter (Cross May et al. 2005, 291) and Mitchelstown 1 (Structure A) which had 
an internal diameter of 9.7 m (Tierney and Johnston 2009, 107). These similar house sizes 
have dates from the Early and the Middle Bronze Age.  

Iron Age houses
There are few comparable examples of Iron Age houses and those close by include the 
four examples excavated along the route of the N8 Cashel to Mitchelstown (McQuade et 
al 2009, 158–159) and within Cork county sites at Ballinaspig More 5 (http://archaeology�

nra�ie/Home/ViewResult/b72fa4f3-61cf-45e2-8846-89edf97b0929) and Muckridge (http://www�

excavations�ie/Pages/Details�php?Year=&County=Cork&id=6178). Comparisons with these 
buildings demonstrate that the house from Kilshanny 1 is considerably larger than those 
excavated in other parts of the county (see Table 8).

Site County Diameter of 
perimeter

Date Comment

Kilshanny 1 Cork 9.1 163 BC–AD 0

Ballinaspig More 5 (Struc-
ture 1)

Cork 7.4 m 360–60 BC C-shaped, discontinuous cir-
cular alignment of post-holes 

Ballinaspig More 5 (Struc-
ture 3)

Cork 3.5 790–390 BC Small slot trench and 4 possi-
bly associated with post-holes

http://archaeology.nra.ie/Home/ViewResult/b72fa4f3-61cf-45e2-8846-89edf97b0929
http://archaeology.nra.ie/Home/ViewResult/b72fa4f3-61cf-45e2-8846-89edf97b0929
http://www.excavations.ie/Pages/Details.php?Year=&County=Cork&id=6178
http://www.excavations.ie/Pages/Details.php?Year=&County=Cork&id=6178
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Site County Diameter of 
perimeter

Date Comment

Knockcommane Limerick 8.5 Surrounded a 
furnace that dated 
to the Iron Age 

Slot trench and six post-holes

Ballydrehid (Structure C) Tipperary 6 m No date Post-holes and foundation 
trenches

Ballydrehid (Structure D) Tipperary 7 m by 6 
m (sub-
circular)

No date Stake-holes, post-holes and a 
foundation trench

Ballydrehid (Structure E) Tipperary 6 m AD 240–392 from 
internal post-hole, 
adjacent to Middle 
Bronze Age pit 

Irregularly spaced post-holes

Muckridge Cork 6 m 20–350 AD Single ring of 10 post-holes, 
structure roughly u-shaped

Table	8:	Iron	Age	house	sites	from	Cork	county

The fact that the Kilshanny 1 house is so much larger than other Iron Age examples 
(Table 8), yet comparable to many Bronze Age house (Table 7) is problematic. There is 
only one Iron Age date from a small post-hole within the house. There was no second 
date from within the house, and no artefactual record, to check the reliability of the Iron 
Age date.

Possible Ancillary Structures
A possible ancillary structure was found c. 4 m from the round house. It was close to 
the limit of excavation and un-excavated features may have lain beyond the baulk. The 
remains are only partial, but the ground plan suggests a rectilinear outline, rather than a 
circular structure. 

Rectilinear Bronze Age buildings are relatively unusual, but they are known. Doody 
listed 11 timber-built rectangular houses in a survey of known Bronze Age structures 
published in 2000. However, the distribution of these houses is relatively limited, with 
most examples coming from Chancellorsland, Co. Tipperary and Coney Island, Lough 
Neagh (Doody 2000, 139– 40 and Doody 2008, 194 – 247). Since then there has been a 
proliferation of new Bronze Age structures excavated and almost all of them are round: 
in the period between the publication of Doody’s survey paper in 2000 and a new survey 
of Bronze Age houses in Munster, published in 2007, at least another 23 circular or sub-
circular houses were excavated in Munster, while no rectilinear buildings were added to 
the dataset (details listed in a catalogue in Doody 2007). 

Where rectilinear timber structures are known, most come from sites associated with 
round houses, and it appears that many rectilinear structures are ancillary to the main 
house, for example at Knockgraffon and Ballylegan in Co. Tipperary (McQuade et al 
2009, 76–78; 69–73). Ancillary structures are also found in Bronze Age settlement sites 
in lowland Britain, and these are often interpreted as storehouses and granaries (Bradley 
2007, 190).
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Enclosing features
While Doody (2007, 96) noted that only c. 25% of Bronze Age houses excavated in Mun-
ster had some form of enclosure, Roycroft (2009, 49) suggests that most house sites were 
enclosed, even when there were no archaeological remnants evident. Some form of pro-
tection from the elements and from wild and domesticated animals would probably have 
been necessary. For example, fence lines that appeared to enclose and protect a round 
house and associated features were identified at Tober, Co. Offaly (Walsh 2007, 15). 

While there were no obvious enclosing features associated with the round house at 
Kilshanny 1, two rows of pits with connecting gullies were identified to the north and 
south of the round house. Both groups were linear in nature, aligned from east to west. 
It is possible that these were originally fence lines that acted as an enclosure or protected 
the house its immediate surrounds. 

At Kilshanny 1 the area around the house does have quite extensive evidence for 
activity within the vicinity of the house, in an area c. 10 – 20 m from the house, suggest-
ing an enclosure with a diameter of roughly 40 m. This is close to the diameters some 
examples of enclosures that date to the Bronze Age. For example, the enclosure excavated 
at Knockhouse Lower, Co. Waterford had a diameter of 36 m (Richardson and Johnston 
2007, 7). It is also close to the 37 m diameter of Enclosure 2 (which possibly enclosed two 
structures but was not fully excavated) at Ballybrowney, Co. Cork (Cotter 2005, 40).  

Post-medieval features and field systems
Post-medieval features included pits, furrows and field systems. Some of the field bound-
ary ditches that were excavated at Kilshanny 1 may have enclosed the furrows. For exam-
ple, in Area A three furrows appeared to peter out before they reached the field boundary, 
suggesting that these features were contemporaneous. However, there did not appear to 
be any relationship between the furrows and the field boundaries excavated in Area B, 
and in Areas C and E, although field systems were excavated, these were not associated 
with the remains of any furrows. Field systems are frequently excavated at Irish archaeo-
logical sites. These probably marked property boundaries, protected arable fields against 
wild and domestic animals, enclosed domestic animals to protect from predators, and 
provided shelter, etc. (see Groenman-van Waateringe 1981). 

Radiocarbon dates
The radiocarbon dates from Kilshanny 1 were mixed and they did not give a clear picture 
of the phases of occupation at the site. A pit to the south-east of Structure 1 returned an 
Early Bronze Age date, material from a post-hole within the structure returned an Iron 
Age date whereas another date from a pit associated with Structure 1 returned a medieval 
date. It is possible that some pits in the area around Structure 1 at Kilshanny 1 disturbed 
the earlier activity at the site. This may have resulted in the re-deposition of some archaeo-
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logical material and it is possible that it explains some of the confusion in the radiocarbon 
date results for Structure 1 and the surrounding area.

Another radiocarbon date from a pit in Area B returned a Late Bronze Age radiocar-
bon date from an area where the pits were interpreted as post-medieval. Finds from the 
pits indicated post-medieval dates and it is likely that the Late Bronze Age charcoal was 
re-deposited from other activity in the area around the site. 

Summary
The archaeological features excavated at Kilshanny 1 included both prehistoric and post-
medieval archaeology. The prehistoric archaeology was primarily Bronze Age, including 
the remains of a round house, a possible ancillary structure, possible enclosing features 
to the north and south of the round house and other evidence for occupation in the 
area immediately outside the round house. Post-medieval archaeological features included 
pits, field boundaries and agricultural furrows: in one area there was a suggestion that 
the furrows respected the boundary and that therefore these features may have been 
contemporary. 
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Appendix 1 Stratigraphic Index
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1 Topsoil   Area B = a dark brown clayey silt, soft in 
compaction, frequent fine,medium and 
coarse angular pebbles and moderate small 
and medium angular stones, Area C = a dark 
brown silt, loose in compaction, moder-
ate sib-angular and sub-rounded fine and 
medium pebbles and occasional sub-rounded 
coarse pebbles, Area E = a dark brown silt, 
loose in compaction, moderate sub-angular 
and sub-rounded fine and medium pebbles, 
occasional sub-angular and sub-rounded 
coarse pebbles, Area F = a dark brown 
sandy silt, loose in compaction, occasional 
sub-angular and sub-rounded medium and 
coarse pebbles and occasional sub-rouned 
small stones.

2 Subsoil   Area B = a light orangish yellow sand, 
weakley cemented in compaction, Area C = a 
mid orangish brown sand, loose in compac-
tion, frequent sub-angular and sub-rounded 
fine pebbles, moderqate sub-angular and 
sub-rounded medium pebbles and occasional 
sub-angular and sub-rounded coarse pebbles 
and small stones, Area E = a mid reddish yel-
low sandy clay, stiff in compaction, frequent 
angular fine and medium pebbles, Area F = a 
mid orangish brown sand, loose in compac-
tion, frequyenr sub-angular and sub-rounded 
fine, medium and coarse pebbles and moder-
ate sub-abgular and sub-rounded small and 
medium stones.

19 Fill 20  1 92 Mid brown sandy clay. Firm in compac-
tion with moderate inclusions of medium 
sized and coarse sized angular pebbles and 
frequent inclusions of small angular stones. 

? X 2 x 
0.42

20 Cut 19, 
92

92 2 Linear in plan. 2.00m in width and 0.42m in 
depth. Gradual break of slope top with sides 
bearing moderate slopes, irregular in shape. 
Gradual break of slope base. Base is concave 
in profile. Orientated NW-SE.

? X 2 x 
0.42

21 Fill 22  1 22 Mid brown pebbly sand. Compact with 
moderate inclusions of sub-angular fine-sized 
pebbles and occasional inclusions of rounded 
medium sized pebbles. 1m in width and 0.14 
In depth (in section)

? X 1 x 
0.14

22 Cut 21 21 2 Linear cut. Break of slope top is gradual. 
Slope of sides are gentle and concave in 
shape. Break of slope base is gradual. Profile 
of base is concave. 

? X 1.1 x 
0.14

23 Fill 27  1 24 Light reddish brown sand. Compact with 
moderate inclusions of coarse sub-rounded 
pebbles. Width (in section) 2.85m, 0.21m in 
depth.

? X 2.85 x 
0.21
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24 Fill 27  23 25 Light brownish grey sand. Compact. Fre-
quent inclusions of small-sized, sub-rounded 
stones. 0.15m in depth, 2.02m in width (in 
section)

? X 2.02 X 
0.15

25 Fill 27  24 26 Light yellowish orange clayey sand. 1.44m in 
width (in section) and 0.05m in depth.

? X 1.44 x 
0.05

26 Fill 27  25 27 Dark black clayey sand (iron pan) 1.09m in 
width (in section) and 0.02m in depth

? X 1.09 x 
0.02

27 Cut 23, 
24, 
25, 
26

26 2 Linear cut - 2.85m in width and 0.43m 
in depth. Break of slope top on NE side is 
gradual whereas on SW side is sharp. NE 
side has a moderate slope, irregular in shape 
while the SW side has a steep slope which 
is stepped. Break of slope base on NE side 
is gradual whereas on SW side it is sharp. 
Profile of base is concave. 

? X 2.85 x 
0.43

28 Fill 30  1 29 Dark grey clayey sand. Compact. 1.50m in 
width (in section) and 0.10m in depth.

? X 1.5 x 
0.1

29 Fill 30  28 30 Light greyish yellow sand. 0.8m in width and 
0.18m in depth (in section)

? X 0.8 x 
0.18

30 Cut 28, 
29

29 2 Linear in cut. 2.04m in width and 0.28m in 
depth. Break of slope top is gradual. Sides 
are smooth and gentle. Break of slope base is 
gradual. Shape of base in profile is flat. 

? X 2.04 x 
0.28

31 Fill 34  1 32 Mid yellowish brown silty sand. Compact 
with frequent inclusions of coarse-sized sub-
rounded pebbles. 0.65m in width and 0.20m 
in depth (in section)

? X 0.65 x 
0.2

32 Fill 34  31 33 Mid greyish brown sand. Compact. 0.77m in 
width and 0.29m in depth (in section)

? X 0.77 x 
0.29

33 Fill 34  32 34 Orangish brown sand. Compact. 0.78cm in 
width and 0.34m in depth (in section)

? X 0.78 x 
0.34

34 Cut 31, 
32, 
33

33 2 Sub-rectangular cut. Rounded corners. 
0.98m in length (NE) and 1.22m in width 
(E-W). Sharp break of slope top. Sides vary 
in slope and shape. E side has a moderate 
slope, irregular in shape. W side bears a 
vertical slope, concave in shape. The N side 
also bears a moderate slope though irregular 
in shape. Break of slope base is sharp. Shape 
of base is sub-rectangular in plan and flat in 
profile.

1.22 x 
0.98 x 
0.54

35 Fill 36  1 36 Dark brown pebbly sand. Compact with 
moderate inclusions of fine-sized, sub-
angular pebbles and occasional inclusions 
of medium-sized sub-angular pebbles and 
coarse-sized rounded pebbles. 0.7m in width 
and 0.2m in depth (in section)

? X 0.7 x 
0.2

36 Cut 35 35 37 Linear cut. 0.7m in width and 0.2m in 
depth. Break of slope top is gradual. The 
sides have moderate slopes, smooth in shape. 
Break of slope base is gradual. Profile of base 
is flat. Orientation of cut is E-W.

? X 0.7 x 
0.2
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37 Deposit  36, 
40

2 Light orangish brown pebbly sand. Compact 
with moderate inclusions of fine-sized sub-
angular pebbles and occasional inclusions of 
medium-sized, sub-angular pebbles. 1.8m in 
width and 0.18m in depth.

? X 1.8 x 
0.18

39 Fill 40  1 40 Mid brown pebbly sand. Compact with 
moderate inclusions of fine-sized sub-angular 
pebbles and occasional inclusions of medi-
um-sized sub-angular pebbles and coarse-
sized rounded pebbles. 0.7m in width and 
0.2m in depth (in section)

? X 0.7 x 
0.2

40 Cut 39 39 37 Linear cut. 0.7m in width and 0.2m in 
depth. Break of slope top is gradual. Sides 
possess gentle to moderate slopes, smooth in 
shape. Break of slope base is gradual. Profile 
of base is concave. Orientation of cut is E-W.

? X 0.7 x 
0.2

41 Fill 42  1 42 Dark black clayey sand. Compact with oc-
casional inclusions of small-sized angular 
stones. 0.80m in width and 0.10m in depth 
(in section)

? X 0.8 x 
0.10

42 Cut 41 41 43 Linear cut. 0.80m in width and 0.10m in 
depth. Break of slope is gradual. The sides 
bear a gentle slope, smooth in shape. Break 
of slope base is gradual. Base is flat in profile. 
Orientation of cut is E-W.

? X 0.8 x 
0.10

43 Fill 44  42 44 Dark brown clayey sand. Compact. 1.6m in 
length and 0.20m in depth.

? X 1.6 x 
0.2

44 Cut 43 43 2 Oval pit. Rounded corners. ? X 1.6 x 
0.2

45 Fill 46  1 46 Mid brown pebbly sand. Compact with 
moderate inclusions of medium-sized, sub-
angular and rounded pebbles. 0.7m in width 
and 0.68m in depth (in section)

0.7 x 0.6 x 
0.68

46 Cut 45 45 2 Circular pit. Rounded corners. 0.7m in 
length, 0.6m in width and 0.68m in depth. 
Break of slope top is sharp. Break of slope 
base is gradual. Shape of base is circular in 
plan and flat in profile. 

0.7 x 0.6 x 
0.68

47 Fill 50  1 48 Dark brownish grey sand. Compact with 
frequent inclusions of medium-sized, sub-
rounded pebbles. 1.5m in width and 0.20m 
in length. 

? X 1.5 x 
0.2

48 Fill 50  47 49 Light yellowish brown sand. Compact with 
frequent inclusions of fine-sized, sub-round-
ed pebbles. 0.98m in width and 0.16m in 
depth (in section)

? X 0.98 x 
0.16

49 Fill 50  48 50 Light orangish brown sand. Compact with 
frequent inclusions of fine-sized, sub-angular 
pebbles. 0.62m in length and 0.14m in depth 
(in section)

? X 0.62 x 
0.14
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50 Cut 47, 
48, 
49

49 2 1.6m in width and 0.22m in depth (in sec-
tion). Break of slope top is imperceptible on 
E side and gradual on W side. The E slope is 
gentle and smooth in shape, while the W side 
bears a moderate slope which is also smooth 
in shape. Break of slope base is imperceptible 
on E side and gradual on W side. Shape of 
base is sub-rectangular in plan and flat in 
profile. Orientation of cut is NE-SW.

? X 1.6 x 
0.22

54 Fill 56  1 59 Dark grey silty sand. Compact with moder-
ate inclusions of fine-sized, rounded pebbles 
and occasional inclusions of medium-sized 
rounded pebbles. 0.4m in length and 0.5m 
in depth.

? X 0.4 x 
0.5

55 Fill 56  59 60 Mid brown silty sand. Compact with oc-
casional inclusions of fine-sized sub-rounded 
pebbles and medium-sized sub-rounded 
pebbles. 0.80m in length and 0.5m in depth 
(in section).

? X 0.8 x 
0.5

56 Cut 54, 
55, 
59, 
60

60 2 Oval pit. Rounded corners. 1.3m in length, 
1m in width and 0.72m in depth. Break of 
slope top is sharp. N side bears a steep slope, 
smooth in shape, S side bears a vertical slope, 
convex in shape, while W side has a steep 
slope that is stepped in shape. Break of slope 
base is gradual. Base is irregular in plan and 
flat in profile. 

1.3 x 1 x 
0.72

57 Fill 58  1 58 Dark black clayey sand. Compact. 0.5m in 
length, 0.94m in width and 0.06m in depth.

0.94 x 0.5 
x 0.06

58 Cut 57 57 2 Semi-circular pit. Rounded corner at N, 
square corners at SE and SW. Break of slope 
top is sharp. Sides bear steep slopes, smooth 
in shape. Break of slope base is gradual. 
Shape of base in plan is semi-circular and flat 
in profile. 

0.94 x 0.5 
x 0.06

59 Fill 56  54 55 Mid yellowish brown sand. Compact. 0.25m 
in length and 0.16m in depth (in section).

? X 0.25 x 
0.16

60 Fill 56  55 56 Dark greyish brown silty sand. Compact 
with occasional inclusions of fine-sized 
rounded pebbles. 0.88m in length and 0.28m 
in depth.

? X 0.88 x 
0.26

61 Fill 66  1 62 Mid reddish brown sand. Compact with 
moderate inclusions of fine-sized sub-angular 
and sub-rounded pebbles. 0.6m in length 
and 0.10m in depth (in section)

? X 0.6 x 
0.1

62 Fill 66  61 64 Mid greyish brown sand. Compact with 
moderate inclusions of coarse-sized sub-
rounded pebbles. 1.05m in length and 0.20m 
in depth. 

? X 1.05 x 
0.2

63 Fill 66  64 66 Mid reddish brown sand. Compact with fre-
quent inclusions of coarse-sized, sub-rounded 
pebbles.

? X 1.6 x 
0.3

64 Fill 66  62 63 Light brownish grey sand. Compact with 
frequent inclusions of coarse-sized pebbles. 
Two dark black charcoal lenses with orangish 
hue. 0.88m in length and 0.20m in depth. 

? X 0.88 x 
0.20
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66 Cut 61, 
62, 
63, 
64

63 2 Oval cut with rounded corners. 1.65m in 
length, and ? In width, 0.50m in depth. 
Break of slope top on NE side is impercep-
tible and on SW side is sharp. NE side pos-
sesses a moderate slope, irregular in shape, 
while SW side bears a steep slope, smooth 
in shape. Break of slope base is sharp on NE 
side and gradual on SW side. Shape of base is 
sub-rectangular in plan and flat in profile.

1.65 X 1 
X 0.5

67 Fill 69  68 70 Mid reddish orange sand. Compact. 0.30m 
in length and 0.10m in depth (in section)

? X 0.3 x 
0.1

68 Fill 69  1 67 Mid grey sand. Compact. 0.50m in length, 
0.16m in width and 0.04m (in plan). With 
occasional inclusions of small flecks of 
charcoal. 

0.5 x 0.16 
x 0.04

69 Cut 67, 
68, 
70

70 2 Oval cut. Rounded corners. 0.60m in length, 
0.50m in width and 0.23m in depth. Break 
of slope top is gradual. Sides possess steep 
slopes which are stepped in shape for the 
most part except for SE side which is steep 
and smooth. Break of slope base is gradual. 
Shape of base in plan is sub-circular. 

0.6 x 0.5 x 
0.23

70 Fill 69  67 69 Light greyish yellow sand. 0.40m in length 
and 0.20m in depth (in section)

? X 0.4 x 
0.2

71 Fill 72  1 72 Light yellow sand. Loose. 0.54m in length, 
0.60m in width and 0.32m in depth. 

0.6 x 0.54 
x 0.32

72 Cut 71 71 2 Oval cut. Rounded corners. 0.50m in length, 
0.60m in width and 0.32m in depth. Break 
of slope top is sharp. Sides for the most part 
are steep in slope and concave in shape ex-
cept for NW side which is steep and stepped. 
Break of slope base is gradual. Shape of base 
is oval in plan and concave in profile. 

0.6 x 0.54 
x 0.32

73 Fill 74  1 74 Dark grey sand. Compact. 0.66m in length, 
0.54m in width and 0.21m in depth.

0.66 x 
0.54 x 
0.21

74 Cut 73 73 2 Circular pit. Rounded corners. 0.66m in 
length, 0.54m in width and 0.21m in depth. 
Break of slope top is sharp. Sides bear steep 
slopes, concave in shape. Break of slope base 
is gradual. Shape of base is circular in plan 
and concave in profile. 

0.66 x 
0.54 x 
0.21

75 Fill 77  1 76 Mid black sand. Compact. 0.34m in length, 
0.26m in width and 0.17m in depth.

0.34 x 
0.26 x 
0.17

76 Fill 77  75 77 Mid grey sand. Compact. 0.54m in length, 
0.40m in width and 0.25m in depth.

0.54 x 0.4 
x 0.25

77 Cut 75, 
76

76 2 Oval cut. Rounded corners. 0.54m in length, 
0.40m in width and 0.25m in depth. Break 
of slope top is sharp

0.54 x 0.4 
x 0.25

78 Fill 80  79 80 Grey sand. Compact. 0.50m in length, 
0.50m in width and 0.20m in depth.

0.5 x 0.5 x 
0.2

79 Fill 80  1 78 Dark black sand. 0.42m in length and 0.02m 
in width.

? X 0.42 x 
0.02
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80 Cut 78, 
79

78 2 Irregular shaped pit, gentle and smooth sides 
except steep and smooth on eastern side, 
irregular and concave base. Filled by two 
contexts 78 and 79.

0.7 x 0.4 x 
0.18

81 Fill 82  1 82 Mid greyish brown sand. Compact with 
moderate inclusions of fine-sized sub-angular 
pebbles and occasional inclusions of small-
sized, sub-angular stones. 0.80m in length 
and 0.24m in depth (in section)

? X 0.8 x 
0.24

82 Cut 81 81 2 Oval pit. Rounded corners. 0.80m in diam-
eter, 0.24m in depth. Sharp break of slope 
top. Sides bear vertical slopes. Smooth in 
shape. Gradual break of slope base at NE and 
sharp break of slope base at SW. Shape of 
base is oval in plan and irregular in profile. 

1.24 x 0.8 
x 0.24

83 Fill 85  1 84 Mid greyish brown sand. Compact. Occa-
sional inclusions of small-sized sub-angular 
stones. 0.70m in length and 0.20m in depth 
(in profile)

? X 0.7 x 
0.2

84 Fill 85  83 85 Light greyish brown sand. Compact with 
moderate inclusions of coarse-sized sub-
rounded pebbles. 0.33m in length and 0.18 
in depth (in section)

? X 0.33 x 
0.18

85 Cut 83, 
84

84 2 Sub-circular pit. 0.55m in diameter and 
0.38m in depth. Sharp break of slope top. 
Sides vary from gentle to steep and are ir-
regular in shape. Gradual break of slope base. 
Shape of base is circular in plan and irregular 
in profile. 

1 x 0.55 x 
0.38

86 Fill 87  1 87 Mid greyish brown pebbly sand. Com-
pact with occasional inclusions of fine and 
medium-sized sub-angular pebbles. 0.7m in 
length and 0.5m in depth (in section)

1 x 0.9 x 
0.37

87 Cut 86 86 2 Oval pit. Rounded corners. 1.0m in length, 
0.9m in width and 0.37m in depth. Sharp 
break of slope top. Sides vary - N side bears a 
moderate slope, smooth in shape, S side has 
a steep slope, both smooth and stepped in 
shape.

1 x 0.9 x 
0.37

88 Fill 89  1 89 Mid greyish brown pebbly sand. Com-
pact with occasional inclusions of fine and 
medium-sized sub-angular pebbles. 0.16m in 
length and 0.1m in depth (in section)

0.25 x 
0.19 x 0.1

89 Cut 88 88 2 Oval pit. Rounded corners. 0.25m in length, 
0.19m in width and 0.1m in depth. Sharp 
break of slope top. Sides bear steep slopes, 
smooth in shape. Gradual break of slope 
base. Shape of base is oval in plan and flat in 
profile. 

0.25 x 
0.19 x 0.1

90 Fill 138  1 138 Dark yellowish brown silty and stony sand. 
Compact with frequent inclusions of small-
sized stones, sub-angular. 0.50m in length 
and 0.18m in depth (in section)

0.66 x 
0.62 x 
0.18

91 Fill 137  136 2 Mid grey silty sand with occasional flecks 
of charcoal. 0.46m in length and 0.12m in 
depth (in section)

1.76 x ? X 
0.54



issUE 10: Eachtra JoUrnal - issn 2009-2237 archaEological Excavation rEport

48

C
on

te
xt

 #

C
on

te
xt

 
Ty

pe

Fi
ll 

of

Fi
lle

d 
w

it
h

St
ra

t A
bo

ve

St
ra

t B
el

ow

Sh
or

t 
D

es
cr

ip
ti

on

D
im

en
si

on
s 

(m
)

92 Fill 20  19 20 Mid reddish yellow sandy clay. Loose with 
frequent inclusions of fine and medium-sized 
angular pebbles. 0.06m in depth.

? X 2 x 
0.06

93 Fill 96  94 95 Mid-brownish grey clayey sand. Compact 
with frequent inclusions of charcoal flecks. 
0.55m in length and 0.30m in depth.

0.58 x 
0.55 x 0.3

94 Fill 96  1 93 Light greyish white sand. Loose. 0.14m in 
length and 0.10m in depth (in section)

0.14 x 
0.13 x 0.1

95 Fill 96  93 96 Light white clay. Firm. 0.03m in width and 
0.08m in depth (in section)

? X 0.03 x 
0.08

96 Cut 93, 
94, 
95

95 2 Circular pit. Rounded corners. 0.55m in 
length, 0.58m in width and 0.30m in depth. 
Sharp break of slope top. Sides vary - E side 
bears a moderate slope, stepped in shape. 
W side has steep slope, both concave and 
stepped in shape. S side is steep with a 
concave shape. N side possesses a moderate 
slope, smooth and stepped in shape. Gradual 
to sharp break of slope base. Shape of base is 
circular in plan and flat in profile. 

0.58 x 
0.55 x 0.3

97 Fill 100  1 98 Mid pinkish brown sand. Compact. With 
occasional inclusions of fine sized sub-angu-
lar pebbles. 0.50m in length and 0.02m in 
depth (in section)

? X 0.5 x 
0.02

98 Fill 100  97 99 Mid yellowish brown sand. Compact. With 
moderate inclusions of coarse-sized, sub-
rounded pebbles and occasional inclusions of 
medium-sized stones, sub-angular in shape. 
0.50m in length and 0.08m in depth.

? X 0.5 x 
0.08

99 Fill 100  98 100 Mid greyish brown sand. Compact. With 
frequent inclusions of medium-sized sub-
rounded pebbles. 0.90m in length and 0.12m 
in depth

? X 0.9 x 
0.12

100 Cut 97, 
98, 
99

99 2 Oval pit. Rounded corners. 0.90m in diam-
eter, 0.16m in depth. Break of slope top is 
gradual. Sides have gentle slopes, smooth in 
shape. Break of slope base is gradual. Shape 
of base is oval in plan and flat in profile. 

0.9 x 0.65 
x 0.16

101 Fill 102  1 102 Mid yellowish brown stony sand. Compact. 
With occasional inclusions of medium-sized 
stones, sub-rounded. 1.00m in length and 
0.36m in depth (in section)

1 x 0.58 x 
0.36

102 Cut 101 101 2 Circular pit. 1.00m in diameter, 0.36m in 
depth. Break of slope top is sharp except for 
NE side which is imperceptible. All sides 
bear gentle slopes which vary from smooth, 
to stepped and irregular in shape. Gradual 
break of slope base. Shape of base is sub-
circular and concave in profile. 

1 x 0.58 x 
0.36

103 Fill 104  1 104 Dark brownish black pebbly sand. Com-
pact. With occasional inclusions of fine and 
medium-sized pebbles, sub-rounded and 
moderate inclusions of charcoal flecks. 1.0m 
in length and 0.10m in depth (in section)

1.16 x 0.59 
x 0.09
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104 Cut 103 103 2 Irregular pit. 1.16m in length, 0.60m in 
width and 0.09m in depth. All sides possess 
moderate slopes smooth in shape. Breaks of 
slope top and base are sharp. Shape of base is 
irregular in plan and flat in profile.  

1.16 x 0.59 
x 0.09

105 Fill 106  1 106 Dark grey sand. Compact. With moder-
ate inclusions of coarse-sized, sub-angular 
pebbles and small-sized, sub-angular stones. 
0.50m in length and 0.48m in depth (in 
section)

0.5 x 0.46 
x 0.48

106 Cut 105 105 2 Circular pit. 0.50m in diameter and 0.48m 
in depth. Sharp break of slope top. Sides are 
vertical in slope and concave in shape. Break 
of slope base is gradual. Shape of base is sub-
circular in plan and concave in profile. 

0.5 x 0.46 
x 0.48

107 Fill 108  1 108 Light yellowish grey silty sand. Compact. 
With frequent inclusions of coarse-sized sub-
angular pebbles and small to medium-sized 
sub-angular stones. 1.35m in length and 
0.22m in depth (in section)

1.35 X 
0.88 x 
0.22

108 Cut 107 107 2 Oval pit. 1.35m in length and 0.22m in 
depth (in section). Break of slope top is grad-
ual. All sides bear gentle slopes, smooth in 
shape. Break of slope base is gradual. Shape 
of base is oval in plan and flat in profile. 

1.35 X 
0.88 x 
0.22

109 Fill 112  1 110 Dark greyish brown clayey silt. Firm. With 
moderate inclusions of fine-sized sub-
rounded pebbles and occasional inclusions 
of medium-sized angular stones. 3.54m in 
length and 0.20m in depth (in section)

? X 3.54 x 
0.2

110 Fill 112  109 111 Mid-yellowish brown sandy silt. Firm. With 
frequent inclusions of fine-sized sub-rounded 
pebbles and occasional inclusions of small-
sized angular stones. 0.34m in length and 
0.13m in depth. 

? X 0.34 x 
0.13

111 Fill 112  110 112 Mid-yellowish brown silt. Firm. With oc-
casional inclusions of medium-sized rounded 
stones and large-sized angular stones. 0.80m 
in length and 0.22m in depth (in section)

? X 0.8 x 
0.22

112 Cut 110, 
111, 
109

111 2 Linear ditch. 1.30m in width and 0.45m in 
depth (in section). Break of slope top is grad-
ual on SE side and sharp on NW side. SE 
side has a moderate slope, irregular in shape. 
NW side bears a steep slope smooth in shape. 
Break of slope base is gradual on SE side and 
sharp on NW side. Shape of base is concave 
in profile. Orientation of cut is NW-SE. 

? X 1.3 x 
0.45

113 Fill 114  1 114 Mid grey silty sand. Compact. 0.24m in 
width and 0.10m in depth.

? X 0.24 x 
0.1

114 Cut 113 113 2 Linear furrow. 0.24m in width and 0.10m 
in depth. Gradual break of slope top. Sides 
bear gentle slopes, concave in shape. Gradual 
break of slope base. Shape of base is concave 
in profile. Orientation of furrow is NW-SE.

? X 0.24 x 
0.1

115 Fill 116  1 116 Mid grey silty sand. Compact. 0.48m in 
width and 0.05m in depth. 

? X 0.48 x 
0.05
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116 Cut 115 115 2 Linear furrow. 0.48m in width and 0.05m 
in depth. Gradual break of slope top. Sides 
bear gentle slopes, smooth in shape. Gradual 
break of slope base. Shape of base is flat in 
profile. Orientation of cut is E-W.

? X 0.48 x 
0.05

117 Fill  1  Mid grey silty sand. Compact. C.0.20m in 
width and c.0.10m in depth

? X 0.2 x ?

118 Fill  1  Mid grey silty sand. Compact. C.0.20m in 
width and c.0.20m in depth

? X 0.2 x ?

119 Fill 121  1 120 Dark reddish brown silty sand. Compact. 
With frequent inclusions of coarse-sized sub-
angular pebbles. 0.53m in width and 0.18m 
in depth (in section)

? X 0.53 x 
0.18

120 Fill 121  119 121 Mid reddish brown stony sand. Compact. 
With moderate inclusions of large angular 
stones, 10cm in length. 0.50m in width and 
0.14m in depth (in section)

? X 0.5 x 
0.14

121 Cut 119, 
120

120 2 Linear cut. 1.10m in width and 0.22m in 
depth. Break of slope top varies from sharp 
to gradual. Sides bear a gentle slope which 
varies from smooth to stepped. Break of slope 
base is gradual. Shape of base is concave in 
profile. Orientation of cut is NW-SE.

? X 1.1 x 
0.22

122 Fill 123  1 123 Mid greyish silty sand. Compact. With fre-
quent inclusions of medium sized and coarse-
sized rounded pebbles. 0.43m in width and 
0.08m in depth (in section)

? X 0.43 x 
0.08

123 Cut 122 122 2 Linear cut. 0.43m in width and 0.08m in 
depth. Gradual break of slope top. Sides bear 
gentle slopes, smooth in shape. Shape of base 
is concave in profile. Orientation of cut is 
NW-SE

? X 0.43 x 
0.08

124 Fill 125  1 125 Mid yellowish grey silty sand. Compact. 
With frequent inclusions of medium-sized 
sub-angular stones and occasional inclusions 
of large-sized (8cm in length) sub-angular 
stones. 0.84m in width and 0.10m in depth 
(in section)

? X 0.84 x 
0.1

125 Cut 124 124 2 Linear cut. 0.84m in width and 0.10m in 
depth (in section). Break of slope top is 
imperceptible on NE side and sharp on SW 
side. NE side bears a gentle slope irregular 
in shape. SW side bears a moderate slope 
smooth in shape. Shape of base is irregular 
in profile. 

? X 0.84 x 
0.1

126 Fill 131  1 127 Dark brownish black silty sand. Compact. 
With occasional inclusions of medium-sized 
sub-angular pebbles and coarse-sized angular 
pebbles, and with moderate inclusions of 
small-sized sub-angular stones. There are 
also moderate inclusions of fleck-sized and 
small-sized charcoal pieces. 2.2m in length 
and 0.22m in depth.

2.2 x ? X 
0.22

127 Fill 131  126 128 Mid grey silty clay. Firm. With occasional 
inclusions of small-sized charcoal pieces. 
0.2m in length and 0.10m in depth.

0.2 x ? X 
0.1
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128 Fill 131  127 129 Mid brownish grey silty clay. Firm. With 
moderate inclusions of coarse-sized sub-
rounded pebbles and occasional inclusions of 
small-sized sub-rounded stones and medi-
um-sized rounded stones. There was also 
occasional inclusions of small-sized charcoal 
fragments. 1.1m in length and 0.20m in 
depth (in section)

1.1 x ? X 
0.2

129 Fill 131  128 130 Mid grey silty clay. Firm. With moder-
ate inclusions of coarse-sized sub-rounded 
pebbles, small-sized sub-rounded stones and 
medium-sized rounded stones. There are also 
occasional inclusions of small-sized charcoal 
fragments. 0.80m in length and 0.30m in 
depth

0.8 x ? X 
0.3

130 Fill 131  129 131 Mid grey pebbly sand. Compact. With 
moderate inclusions of fine-sized sub-angular 
pebbles, frequent inclusions of medium-sized 
sub-angular pebbles, moderate inclusions of 
coarse-sized sub-angular pebbles, occasional 
inclusions of small-sized angular stones 
and moderate inclusions of medium-sized 
angular stones. 0.70m in length and 0.40m 
in depth (in section)

0.7 x ? X 
0.4

131 Cut 126, 
127, 
128, 
129, 
130

130 2 Irregular cut. 2.35m in length, 1.2m in 
width and 0.9m in depth. Sharp break of 
slope top. Sides bear vertical slopes, con-
cave in shape for the most part though the 
N side is stepped with a slope which varies 
from gentle to vertical. Break of slope base 
is gradual. Shape of base is irregular in plan 
and irregular in profile. 

2.35 x 1.2 
x 0.9

132 Fill 133  1 133 Dark brownish grey sand. Compact. With 
frequent inclusions of coarse-sized sub-
rounded pebbles and moderate inclusions of 
medium-sized sub-angular stones. 1.10m in 
length and 0.20m in depth (in section)

? X 1.1 x 
0.22

133 Cut 132 132 2 Linear cut. 0.80m in width and 0.20m in 
depth. Sharp break of slope top. SW side 
bears moderate slope, smooth in shape. NE 
side has a vertical slope, smooth in shape. 
Shape of base is flat in profile. Break of slope 
base is gradual on NE side and sharp on SW 
side. 

? X 1.1 x 
0.22

134 Fill 137  1 135 Mid brown silty sand. Compact. 1.25m in 
width and 0.14m in depth (in section)

? X 1.25 X 
0.14

135 Fill 137  134 136 Dark brown silty sand. Compact. With fre-
quent inclusions of charcoal flecks. 0.60m in 
width and 0.10m in depth (in section)

? X 0.6 X 
0.1

136 Fill 137  135 91 Mid grey stony sand. Compact. With moder-
ate inclusions of burned angular stones. 
1.16m in width and 0.34m in depth (in 
section)

? X 1.16 X 
0.35

137 Cut 134, 
135, 
136, 
91

91 2 Irregular cut. Gentle to moderate slopes, 
smooth in shape. Shape of base is irregular 
in profile

? X 1.67 x 
0.57
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138 Cut 90 90 2 Circular pit. 0.60m in length and 0.18m in 
depth (in section). NW and W sides bear 
moderate slope, concave in shape while 
N and S sides have steep slope, smooth in 
shape. Gradual break of slope base. Shape of 
base is circular in plan and flat in profile. 

0.66 x 
0.62 x 
0.18

139 Cut 170 170 2 Possible foundation trench of round-house. 
Linear in plan. Break of slope top gradual 
on E and imperceptible on W. W side gently 
sloping and smooth; E side moderately slop-
ing and concave. Base break of slope gradual 
on E and W. Base sub-rectangular in plan, 
flat in profile.

? X 0.77 x 
0.14

140 Cut 154 154 170 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp break of slope at top. Sides moderately 
sloping and concave on N and E; steeply 
sloping and concave on S and W. Base break 
of slope sharp on N and S; gradual on E and 
W. Base irregular in plan, concave in profile.

0.90 x 
0.60 x 
0.22

141 Cut 211, 
212

212 2 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. Sides 
steep and concave on N and E; moderate and 
concave on S and W. Sharp base break of 
slope. Base irregular in plan, flat in profile.

1.2 x 0.90 
x 0.50

142 Cut 218, 
220

220 2 Irregular in plan. Sharp top break of slope. 
Sides vertical and stepped on N; moder-
ate and convex on S. Base break of slope 
imperceptible on S; sharp elsewhere. Base 
sub-circular in plan, concave in profile.

1.20 x 
0.86 x 
0.50

143 Cut 193, 
194, 
195, 
196

196 2 Sub-circular in plan. Sharp top break of 
slope. Sides moderately sloping and concave. 
Gradual base break of slope. Base sub-circu-
lar in plan, concave in profile.

1.15 x 1.10 
x 0.58

144 Pit Fill 153  1 153 Dark brown sandy clay, very soft compac-
tion. Moderate small sub-angular stones. 
Frequent small pieces of charcoal. 

0.85 x 
0.28 x 
0.14

145 Pit Cut 171 171 2 Cut of small pit. Circular in plan. Gradual 
break of slope top on E; sharp on W. Sides 
moderate and smooth on W; gentle and 
smooth on E. Base circular in plan, flat in 
profile.

0.45 x 
0.40 x 
0.04

146 Cut 209, 
210

210 207 Posthole truncating cut C162. Sub-circular 
in plan. Top break of slope gradual on NE; 
sharp elsewhere. Sides moderately sloping 
and concave. Base break of slope impercepti-
ble on NE; gradual elsewhere. Base circular 
in plan, flat in profile.

1.35 x 
1.36 x 
0.54

147 Cut 163, 
198, 
199

199 2 Small pit? located in the ‘house’. Circular in 
plan. Gradual top break of slope. Sides steep 
and smooth on SW; moderate and smooth 
elsewhere. Gradual base break of slope. Base 
sub-circular in plan, concave in profile.

0.34 x 
0.30 x 
0.20
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148 Pit Cut 184, 
185

185 2 Small circular pit outside the house (South). 
Circular in plan with rounded corners. 
Gradual top break of slope. Sides moderately 
sloping and concave. Gradual base break 
of slope. Base circular in plan, concave in 
profile.

1.20 x 
1.00 x 
0.50

149 Posthole 
Cut

204 204 2 Posthole. Sub-circular in plan. Sharp top 
break of slope. Sides moderately sloping and 
concave. Gradual base break of slope. Base 
sub-circular in plan, concave in profile.

0.70 x 
0.70 x 
0.20 

150 Posthole 
Cut

197 197 2 Posthole in relation to C139 (foundation). 
Irregular in plan with rounded corners. Top 
break of slope sharp on E; gradual elsewhere. 
Sides moderate and concave on E and W; 
gentle and smooth on N; steep and concave 
on S. Base break of slope sharp on S; gradual 
elsewhere. Base irregular in plan, concave in 
profile.

0.80 x 
0.60 x 
0.17

151 Pit Cut 177, 
178, 
179, 
180, 
181

181 2 Large circular pit. Sub-circular in plan. 
Gradual top break of slope. Sides moderate 
and stepped on S and SE; moderate and con-
cave on N; moderate and irregular undercut 
on W. Base sub-circular in plan, concave in 
profile.

1.74 x 
1.46 x 
0.90

152 Pit Cut 202 202 2 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp break of slope at top. Sides steep and 
concave on N and S; moderate and convex 
on E and undercut on W. Base break of slope 
gradual on S and W; sharp on N and E. Base 
irregular in plan.

0.90 x 
0.50 x 
0.30

153 Cut 144 144 2 Small shallow pit??. Oval in plan. Gradual 
top break of slope. Sides moderate and 
concave on NE, SE and SW; moderate and 
smooth on NW. Base oval in plan, flat in 
profile.

0.86 x 
0.32 x 
0.12

154 Fill 140  1 140 Firm, dark brown sandy silt. Occasional 
coarse sub-angular stones. Frequent small 
and moderate medium sub-angular stones. 
Occasional flecks and small pieces of 
charcoal.

0.90 x 
0.60 x 
0.22

155 Posthole 
Cut 
(poss)

215 215 2 Sub-circular to circular shape in plan. Sharp 
top break of slope. Sides moderate and 
concave on SW; steep and concave elsewhere. 
Gradual base break of slope. Base sub-circu-
lar in plan, concave in profile.

0.37 x 
0.28 x 
0.20

156 Pit Cut 167, 
168, 
169

169 2 Possibly some kind of smoke pit. Circular in 
plan. Gradual top break of slope. Sides steep 
and concave on E; moderate and concave 
elsewhere. Sharp base break of slope. Base 
oval in plan. 

1.40 x 
1.20 x 
0.50

157 Pit Cut 172, 
173, 
174, 
175

175 182 Large pit. Sub-circular in plan. Gradual top 
break of slope. Sides moderate and irregular 
on S; moderate and smooth elsewhere. Base 
irregular in plan, flat in profile.

2.06 x 
1.78 x 
0.76

158 Cut 192 192 2 Oval in plan with rounded corners. Sides all 
gentle and smooth. Gradual base break of 
slope. Base circular in plan. 

0.90 x 
0.70 x 
0.27
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159 Fill 160  1 160 Loose mid greyish black clayey sand. Oc-
casional small and medium sub-angular and 
sub-rounded stones. 

0.48 x 
0.51 x 
0.21

160 Cut 159 159 2 Sub-circular in plan. Sharp top break of 
slope. Sides steep and undercut on W; 
moderate and concave elsewhere. Gradual 
base break of slope. Base sub-circular in plan, 
concave in profile.

0.48 x 
0.51 x 
0.21

161 Cut 176 176 2 Irregular in shape. Top break of slope 
gradual on E and W; sharp on N and S. Sides 
steep and concave on N and E; concave on S; 
moderate and concave on W. Base break of 
slope imperceptible on W; gradual elsewhere. 
Base oval in plan, tapered point in profile. 

1.1 x 0.9 x 
0.2

162 Cut 207, 
208

208 2 Central posthole in house. Circular in plan. 
Sharp top break of slope. Sides steep and 
concave. Gradual base break of slope. Base 
circular in plan, concave in profile. Pit is 
truncated on the NE side by C146 . 

0.44 x 
0.70 x 
0.49

163 Pit Fill 147  1 198 Fill of small pit. Loose, dark reddish brown 
pebbly sand. 

? X 0.26 x 
0.08

164 Pit Cut 188, 
189, 
191, 
190

191 2 Oval in plan with rounded corners. Top 
break of slope gradual on E; sharp elsewhere. 
Sides moderate and concave on E; steep and 
concave elsewhere. Gradual base break of 
slope on E; sharp elsewhere. Base oval in 
plan, tapered rounded point in profile.

1.85 x 
1.80 x 0.9

165 Pit Cut 166 166 2 Small pit/possible posthole. Circular in plan. 
Gradual top break of slope. Sides steep and 
concave on S; moderate and concave else-
where. Base break of slope imperceptible on 
N; gradual elsewhere. Base circular in plan, 
concave in profile.

0.6 x 0.6 x 
0.16

166 Pit Fill 165  1 165 Compact mid greyish brown clayey sand. 
Moderate fine, medium and coarse sub-
rounded pebbles. Occasional small sub-
rounded stones. 

? X 0.6 x 
0.16

167 Fill 156  1 168 Compact, mid greyish brown clayey sand. 
Moderate fine, medium and coarse sub-
rounded pebbles. 

? X 1.2 x 
0.24

168 Fill 156  167 169 Fill of pit C156. Compact mid greyish black 
clayey sand. 

? X 0.3 x 
0.12

169 Fill 156  168 156 Fill of pit C156. Compact dark brownish 
grey pebbly sand. Occasional fine and coarse, 
and moderate medium sub-rounded pebbles. 
Moderate small sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.8 x 
0.4

170 Fill 139  1 139 Very soft, mid orangish brown pebbly, stony 
silt. Frequent coarse sub-angular pebbles. 
Moderate large (c.10cm) sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.77 x 
0.14

171 Pit Fill 145  1 145 Fill of possible pit/posthole. Compact dark 
brownish black silty sand. Occasional small 
sub-rounded stones. Frequent medium char-
coal pieces. 

0.45 x 
0.40 x 
0.04
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172 Fill 157  1 173 Fill of pit C157. Compact mid brown silt. 
Occasional coarse pebbles. Frequent large 
angular stones. 

? X 1.34 x 
0.21

173 Fill 157  172 174 Fill of pit C157. Soft dark bluish black clayey 
silt. Occasional small sub-rounded stones. 

? X 1.42 x 
0.28

174 Fill 157  173 175 Fill of pit C157. Firm mid yellowish brown 
clayey silt. Occasional small sub-angular 
stones. 

? X 1.06 x 
0.40

175 Fill 157  174 157 Fill of pit C157. Firm dark brownish black 
clayey silt. Frequent medium sub-rounded 
pebbles. 

? X 0.30 x 
0.08

176 Fill 161  1 161 Fill of pit C161. Compact mid brown clayey 
sand. Moderate medium and occasional 
coarse sub-rounded pebbles. Occasional 
small sub-rounded stones. 

1.1 x 0.9 x 
0.2

177 Pit Fill 151  1 178 Fill of pit C151. Friable mid brown sandy silt. 
Frequent medium sub-rounded stones. 

? X 1.60 x 
0.30

178 Pit Fill 151  177 179 Fill of pit C151. Soft mid brownish grey 
silt. Occasional coarse rounded pebbles and 
medium sub-angular stones. 

? X 1.04 x 
0.30

179 Pit Fill 151  178 180 Fill of pit C151. Mid bluish grey clayey silt. 
Occasional medium sub-rounded stones. 

? X 0.21 x 
0.26

180 Pit Fill 151  179 181 Fill of pit C151. Soft dark bluish grey clayey 
silt. Occasional coarse sub-rounded pebbles. 

? X 0.37 x 
0.40

181 Pit Fill 151  180 151 Fill of pit C151. Soft, mid greyish brown silt. 
Frequent small sub-rounded stones. 

? X 0.32 x 
0.40

182 Pit Cut 183, 
186, 
187

187 2 Small in plan but quite a deep pit. It’s pos-
sible that it’s some kind of well. Circular in 
plan with circular base. Full depth unknown. 
This cut is located at the base of large pit cut 
C157.

0.54 x 
0.48 x 
0.17

183 Pit Fill 182  157 186 Fill of pit C182. Friable silt. Frequent me-
dium sub-rounded pebbles. Moderate small 
sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.56 x 
0.16

184 Pit Fill 148  1 185 Fill of pit C148. Compact, dark grey sand. 
Moderate small angular stones. 

1.20 x 
1.00 x 
0.30

185 Pit Fill 148  184 148 Fill of pit C148. Compact, mid yellowish 
grey sand. 

1.00 x 
0.90 x 
0.10

186 Pit Fill 182  182 187 Fill of pit C182. Compact mid yellow sand. ? X 0.18 x 
0.08

187 Pit Fill 182  186 182 Fill of pit C182. Very soft, mid pinkish 
brown sandy, pebbly silt. Frequent small sub-
angular stones. 

? X 0.26 x 
0.10

188 Pit Fill 164  1 189 Fill of pit. Firm mid brown pebbly clay. 
Moderate fine rounded and medium and 
coarse sub-rounded pebbles. 

? X 0.9 x 
0.3

189 Pit Fill 164  188 190 Fill of pit. Firm dark brownish black clay. 
Occasional small sub-angular stones. 

? X 1.2 x 
0.5

190 Pit Fill 164  189 191 Fill of pit. Firm mid greyish brown sandy 
clay. Occasional fine and moderate medium 
sub-angular pebbles. Occasional small sub-
angular stones. 

? X 0.8 x 
0.4
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191 Pit Fill 164  190 164 Fill of pit. Firm mid brown sandy clay. Oc-
casional fine sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 0.4 x 
0.1

192 Fill 158  1 158 Fill of possible posthole. Compact mid grey 
sand. Moderate small angular stones. 

0.90 x 
0.70 x 
0.27

193 Fill 143  1 194 Fill of posthole close to foundation. Loose, 
dark black clayey sand. Moderate small sub-
angular and sub-rounded stones. 

1.15 x 1.10 
x 0.12

194 Fill 143  193 195 Fill of possible posthole. Loose mid brown 
clayey sand. Moderate fine sub-angular and 
sub-rounded pebbles. 

0.70 x 
0.68 x 
0.22

195 Fill 143  194 196 Fill of possible posthole. Loose light orangish 
yellow clayey sand. 

0.74 x 
0.80 x 
0.06

196 Fill 143  195 143 Fill of possible posthole. Loose mid brown 
clayey sand. Moderate coarse sub-rounded 
pebbles. 

0.48 x 
0.45 x 
0.19

197 Posthole 
Fill

150  1 150 Fill of posthole. Firm mid orangish brown 
sandy clay. Occasional fine and medium sub-
rounded pebbles. 

0.80 x 
0.60 x 
0.18

198 Pit Fill 147  163 199 Small circular pit inside house. Probably 
posthole. Loose, mid reddish brown peb-
bly sand. Frequent small sub-rounded and 
rounded stones. 

? X 0.38 x 
0.16

199 Pit Fill 147  198 147 Fill of possible pit/posthole? Layer too small 
for bulk sample. Dark brown pebbly sand. 

? X 0.12 x 
0.09

200 Cut 205 205 2 Posthole inside round-house. Circular in 
plan with rounded corners. Sharp top break 
of slope. Sides all vertical and concave. Sharp 
base break of slope. Base circular in plan, 
concave in profile.

0.45 x 
0.40 x 
0.22

201 Posthole 
Cut

206 206 2 Posthole inside round-house. Circular in plan 
with rounded corners. Gradual top break 
of slope. Sides all gentle and concave. Base 
break of slope imperceptible on W; gradual 
elsewhere. Base circular in plan.

0.40 x 
0.40 x 
0.12

202 Pit Fill 152 1 152 Fill of pit/posthole. Firm, dark brown sandy 
silt. Occasional fine and moderate medium 
sub-angular pebbles. 

0.90 x 
0.50 x 
0.30

203 Pit Cut 219, 
216

219 2 Possible pit/posthole. Irregular in plan with 
rounded corners. Top break of slope gradual 
on W; sharp elsewhere. Sides moderate and 
convex on N and W; steep and concave on 
S and E. Sharp base break of slope. Base ir-
regular in plan, concave in profile.

0.80 x 
0.80 x 
0.50

204 Posthole 
Fill

149  1 149 Fill of posthole. Loose, mid black clayey 
sand. Moderate small sub-rounded stones. 

0.70 x 
0.70 x 
0.20 

205 Fill 200  1 200 Fill of pit/posthole. Firm mid orangish 
brown sandy silt. Moderate coarse sub-an-
gular pebbles. Occasional small sub-angular 
stones. 

0.45 x 
0.40 x 
0.22
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206 Posthole 
Fill

201  1 201 Fill of posthole. Firm mid orangish brown 
sandy silt. Occasional medium sub-angular 
and moderate coarse angular pebbles. 

0.40 x 
0.40 x 
0.12

207 Pit Fill 162  1 208 Fill of one of double pit. Loose mid grey silty 
sand. 

0.40 x 
0.39 x 
0.23

208 Pit Fill 162  207 2 Fill of cut C162. Loose mid black clayey 
sand. Moderate medium sub-angular and 
sub-rounded pebbles. 

0.52 x 
0.47 x 
0.26

209 Pit Fill 146  1 210 Upper fill of pit. Loose, mid grey clayey 
sand. Inclusions of small sub-angular and 
sub-rounded stones. 

1.35 x 
1.36 x 
0.25

210 Pit Fill 146  209 146 Lower fill of cut C146 (one of double pit). 
Loose dark black clayey sand. Inclusions of 
small and medium sub-angular and sub-
rounded stones. 

0.78 x 
0.89 x 
0.29

211 Fill 141  1 212 Firm, dark greyish black pebbly silt. Occa-
sional fine, frequent medium and moderate 
coarse sub-angular pebbles. Occasional small 
and medium sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.90 x 
0.20

212 Fill 141  211 141 Firm, mid greyish brown sandy silt. Oc-
casional fine and coarse, and moderate 
medium sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 0.7 x 
0.16

213 Cut 214 214 2 Posthole related to foundation. Rounded cor-
ners. Top break of slope gradual on N; sharp 
on S and E; imperceptible on W. Sides gentle 
and smooth on N; moderate and concave on 
S and E; moderate and convex on W. Base 
break of slope gradual on N; sharp on S and 
E; imperceptible on W. Base oval in plan, 
concave in profile. 

0.50 x 
0.30 x 
0.10

214 Fill 213  1 213 Fill of posthole C213. Firm, mid greyish 
brown sandy clay. Occasional medium and 
coarse sub-angular pebbles. Moderate flecks 
and small pieces, and occasional medium 
pieces of charcoal. 

0.50 x 
0.30 x 
0.10

215 Posthole 
Fill (poss)

155  1 155 Fill of possible posthole C155. Loose light 
grey clayey sand. Medium sub-angular and 
sub-rounded pebbles. 

0.37 x 
0.28 x 
0.20

216 Pit Fill 203  1 219 Fill of pit C208. Firm mid orangish brown 
sandy silt. Occasional fine, moderate me-
dium and coarse sub-angular pebbles. 

0.80 x 
0.80 x 
0.50

217 Cut 221, 
222

221 2 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. Top 
break of slope gradual on S; sharp elsewhere. 
Sides vertical and undercut on N; gentle 
and smooth on S; moderate and concave 
on E and W. Base break of slope gradual on 
S; sharp elsewhere. Base irregular in plan, 
concave in profile.

1.40 x 
0.70 x 
0.60

218 Fill 142  1 220 Compact, mid pinkish, brownish grey silty 
sand. Occasional medium sub-rounded 
stones. 

1.0 x 0.86 
x 0.24
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219 Pit Fill 203  216 203 Fill of cut C203 (posthole?). Firm dark or-
angish brown sandy silt. Occasional fine and 
medium sub-rounded pebbles. 

? X 0.20 x 
0.14

220 Fill 142  218 142 Lower fill of pit C142. Loose, mid brown-
ish black stony sand. Frequent medium 
and coarse sub-angular and sub-rounded 
pebbles. Occasional flecks and small pieces 
of charcoal. 

1.10 x 
0.65 x 
0.30

221 Fill 217  222 217 Firm dark grey pebbly silt. Moderate fine, 
medium and coarse sub-angular pebbles. 
Frequent small and moderate medium 
sub-rounded stones. Occasional flecks of 
charcoal. 

? X 0.50 x 
0.40

222 Fill 217  1 221 Firm mid orangish brown sandy silt. Moder-
ate medium and coarse sub-rounded pebbles. 
Frequent small and occasional medium sub-
rounded stones. Occasional charcoal flecks. 

? X 1.10 x 
0.30

223 Cut 224, 
225, 
226, 
227, 
228

228 2 Oval in plan with rounded corners. Sharp 
top break of slope. Sides vertical and concave 
on N and W; concave on S; steep and un-
dercut on E. Sharp base break of slope. Base 
oval in plan, flat in profile. 

1.20 x 
1.00 x 
0.70

224 Fill 223  1 225 Firm mid brownish grey sandy silt. ? X 0.90 x 
0.15

225 Fill 223  224 226 Firm dark grey sandy silt. ? X 0.80 x 
0.10

226 Fill 223  225 227 Firm mid pinkish grey sandy silt. Occasional 
fine and coarse, and moderate medium 
sub-angular pebbles. Occasional small sub-
angular stones. 

? X 0.80 x 
0.20

227 Fill 223  226 228 Firm mid brown silty sand. Moderate fine 
angular pebbles. Moderate medium and oc-
casional coarse sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 1.40 x 
0.40

228 Fill 223  227 223 Firm mid brownish grey pebbly silt. Oc-
casional fine, moderate medium and coarse 
sub-angular pebbles. 

? x0.40 x 
0.15

229 Fill 234  2 230, 
235

Soft dark brown sandy silt. Frequent fine 
sub-rounded pebbles. Frequent small sub-
rounded stones. 

? X 0.68 x 
0.16

230 Fill 234  229 232 Soft, dark brown silt. Frequent small sub-
angular stones. 

? X 1.32 x 
0.36

231 Fill 234  232 233 Soft mid bluish grey silt. Frequent coarse 
sub-rounded pebbles and small sub-angular 
stones. 

? X 0.88 x 
0.12

232 Fill 234  230 231 Firm dark black silt. Occasional coarse 
sub-angular pebbles and small sub-angular 
stones. 

? X 1.50 x 
0.10

233 Fill 234  231 234 Firm light brownish white stony silt. Moder-
ate coarse sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 1.72 x 
0.34
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234 Cut 229, 
230, 
231, 
232, 
233, 
235, 
236, 
237, 
238

233, 
238

2 Oval in plan with rounded corners on N and 
NW. Gradual top break of slope. Sides steep 
and stepped on NE, SW and SE; steep and 
irregular undercut on NW. Base irregular in 
plan, flat in profile. 

7.38 x 
3.87 x 1

235 Fill 234  229 236 Very soft, dark greyish brown sandy, stony 
silt. 

? X 2.60 x 
0.26

236 Fill 234  235 237 Very soft, mid pinkish brown sandy silt. 
Occasional fine sub-rounded pebbles. Only 
present in SW facing section.

? X 0.60 x 
0.14

237 Fill 234  236 238 Dark black silty sand. Occasional fine sub-
rounded pebbles. 

? X 0.42 x 
0.08

238 Fill 234  237 234 Compact mid white clayey sand. Occasional 
fine sub-rounded pebbles. 

? X 0.86 x 
0.06

239 Cut 240, 
241, 
242

242 2 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp top break of slope. Sides vertical and 
concave on N and W; vertical and smooth 
on S and moderate smooth on E. Sharp base 
break of slope. Base circular in plan, flat in 
profile.

1.30 x 
1.30 x 
1.34

240 Fill 239  1 241 Compact mid brownish grey silty sand. ? X 0.70 x 
0.15

241 Fill 239  240 242 Firm mid grey pebbly silt. Moderate fine and 
medium sub-angular, and occasional coarse 
pebbles. Occasional small sub-angular, and 
medium sub-rounded stones. Occasional 
medium inclusions of black silt. 

? X 0.60 x 
1.30

242 Fill 239  241 239 Firm dark orangish brown pebbly silt. 
Moderate fine angular and medium and 
coarse sub-angular pebbles. Occasional small 
sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.50 x 
0.12

243 Cut 244 244 2 Oval in plan. Top break of slope sharp on 
NE and SW; gradual on SE and NW. Sides 
steep and undercut on NE; steep and smooth 
on NW and SW; steep and concave on SE. 
Gradual base break of slope. Base sub-circu-
lar in plan, concave in profile. Top orientated 
W from base.

0.85 x 
0.60 x 
0.38

244 Fill 243  1 243 Loose dark bluish black sandy silt. Occa-
sional small sub-angular stones. Moderate 
charcoal flecks.

0.85 x 
0.60 x 
0.38

245 Cut 246 246 2 Circular in plan with rounded corners. 
Gradual top break of slope. Sides all gentle 
and concave. Imperceptible base break of 
slope. Base circular in plan. 

0.40 x 
0.40 x 
0.18

246 Fill 245  1 245 Firm mid brownish grey sandy clay. Occa-
sional fine and medium sub-angular pebbles. 

0.40 x 
0.40 x 
0.18
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247 Cut 248 248 2 Irregular in plan with square corner on S, 
rounded elsewhere. Base break of slope ir-
regular on N and E; gradual on S and sharp 
on W. Sides steep and concave on N and W; 
gentle and smooth on S and E. Base break of 
slope imperceptible on N and E; gradual on 
S and W. Base irregular in plan. 

0.80 x 
0.30 x 
0.06

248 Fill 247  1 247 Firm dark greyish brown sandy silt. Occa-
sional medium sub-rounded pebbles. 

0.80 x 
0.30 x 
0.06

249 Cut 250, 
253, 
254

254 2 Oval in plan with rounded corners. Sharp 
top break of slope. Sides moderate and con-
cave. Gradual base break of slope. Base oval 
in plan, concave in profile. 

1.10 x 
0.80 x 
0.40

250 Fill 249  1 253 Compact dark brownish grey sandy silt. Fre-
quent small and occasional medium pieces of 
charcoal. 

? X 0.50 x 
0.10

251 Cut 252 252 2 Oval in plan. Gradual top break of slope. 
Sides moderate and concave on N; moderate 
and smooth on S and E; moderate and un-
dercut on W. Base irregular in plan, concave 
in profile. Top orientated N from base. 

1.08 x 
0.88 x 
0.30

252 Fill 251  1 251 Very soft dark bluish black silt. Occasional 
flecks of charcoal. 

? X 0.62 x 
0.10

253 Fill 249  250 254 Soft light brownish grey sandy silt. Moderate 
medium and occasional coarse sub-angular 
pebbles. 

? X 0.70 x 
0.15

254 Fill 249  253 249 Firm mid brown pebbly silt. Moderate fine 
and medium sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 0.80 x 
0.20

255 Cut 256, 
259

259 2 Oval in plan. Sides steep and undercut on N; 
moderate and concave on S, E and W. Base 
oval in plan, flat in profile.

1.20 x 
0.66 x 
0.30

256 Fill 255  1 259 Friable dark bluish black silt. Frequent coarse 
sub-rounded pebbles and small sub-angular 
stones. Occasional charcoal flecks. 

? X 0.94 x 
0.24

257 Cut 258, 
260

260 2 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. Top 
break of slope sharp on W; gradual else-
where. Sides gentle and concave on N and 
S; gentle and smooth on E; moderate and 
concave on W. Base break of slope gradual 
on N and W; imperceptible on S and E. Base 
oval in plan, concave in profile.

0.90 x 
0.80 x 
0.18

258 Fill 257  1 260 Firm black sandy silt. Occasional medium 
and coarse sub-angular pebbles. Occasional 
small angular and frequent medium sub-
angular stones. Moderate flecks and small 
pieces of charcoal. 

? X 0.75 x 
0.18

259 Fill 255  256 255 Very soft mid pinkish brown sandy silt. 
Frequent coarse sub-rounded pebbles. Occa-
sional small sub-rounded stones. Occasional 
charcoal flecks. 

? X 0.78 x 
0.18

260 Fill 257  258 257 Firm light brownish grey pebbly silt. Oc-
casional fine sub-angular and moderate 
medium and coarse angular pebbles. 

? X 0.50 x 
0.15
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261 Cut 262, 
266, 
267, 
270, 
280, 
281, 
282, 
287

287 2 Sub-circular to oval in plan. Sharp top break 
of slope. Sides gentle and moderate on SW, 
NE and SE. Imperceptible base break of 
slope. Base sub-circular in plan, concave in 
profile. Possibly a type of furnace.

2.30 x 
1.95 x 
0.82

262 Fill 261  1 266 Compact mid greyish brown clayey silty 
sand. 

1.40 x 
1.40 x 
0.22

263 Cut 264 264 2 Circular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp top break of slope. All sides undercut. 
Gradual base break of slope. Base circular in 
plan, flat in profile.

0.80 x 
0.60 x 
0.30

264 Fill 263  1 263 Firm dark grey sandy silt. Occasional small 
and frequent medium sub-rounded stones. 

0.80 x 
0.70 x 
0.25

265 Fill 273  1 273 Firm light brownish grey pebbly silt. Moder-
ate fine, medium and coarse sub-angular 
pebbles. Occasional small and medium sub-
angular stones. 

0.60 x 
0.50 x 
0.08

266 Fill 261  262 267 Compact mid grey silty sand. 1.58 x 1.11 
x 0.08

267 Fill 261  266 270 Compact dark grey silty sand. Occasional 
medium and coarse pebbles. 

1.48 x 
0.79 x 
0.06

268 Cut 269, 
272

272 2 Sub-circular in plan. Top break of slope 
sharp on NE; gradual elsewhere. Sides steep 
and smooth on S; steep and stepped else-
where. Gradual base break of slope. Base 
circular in plan, concave in profile. Top 
orientated S from base. 

1.52 x 
1.50 x 
0.72

269 Fill 268  1 272 Compact mid brown sand. Moderate coarse 
sub-angular pebbles. Occasional charcoal 
flecks.

? X 1.66 x 
0.18

270 Fill 261  267 280 Compact light grey silty sand. 1.45 x 
0.77 x 
0.06

271 Fill 414  415 414 Firm light orangish brown sandy clay. Occa-
sional fine and medium sub-angular pebbles. 

0.55 x 
0.40 x 
0.20

272 Fill 268  269 268 Firm dark greyish black silt. Frequent coarse 
sub-angular pebbles. Occasional charcoal 
flecks.

? X 0.92 x 
0.18

273 Cut 265 265 2 Circular in plan with rounded corners. 
Gradual top break of slope. Sides moder-
ate and smooth on W; gentle and smooth 
elsewhere. Imperceptible base break of slope. 
Base circular in plan. 

0.60 x 
0.50 x 
0.08

274 Cut 277, 
278, 
279

279 2 Sub-circular in plan. Top break of slope 
gradual on N; sharp elsewhere. Sides verti-
cal and concave on W; steep and smooth 
elsewhere. Gradual base break of slope. Base 
sub-circular in plan. Top orientated E from 
base.

2.04 x 
1.84 x 
1.00
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275 Cut 277, 
278

278 2 Oval in plan with rounded corners on N and 
E. Gradual top break of slope. Sides gentle 
and concave on N; moderate and undercut 
on S; moderate and smooth on E; moder-
ate and concave on W. Gradual base break 
of slope. Base irregular in plan, concave in 
profile.

0.80 x 
0.60 x 
0.34

276 Cut 286 286 2 Sub-rectangular in plan with square corner 
on W, rounded elsewhere. Top break of slope 
imperceptible on E; gradual elsewhere. Sides 
gentle and concave on N; moderate and 
concave on S and W; gentle and smooth on 
E. Base break of slope imperceptible on E; 
gradual elsewhere. Base oval in plan; flat in 
profile. 

1.60 x 
1.00 x 
0.20

277 Fill 274, 
275

 1 278 Mid brown sand. Frequent coarse sub-round-
ed pebbles. Occasional medium sub-rounded 
stones. 

? X 2.90 x 
0.18

278 Fill 274, 
275

 277 275, 
279

Mid brownish grey sandy silt. Frequent 
coarse sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 1.08 x 
0.26

279 Fill 274  278 274 Firm dark black silt. Moderate coarse sub-
angular pebbles. 

? x1.10 x 
0.20

280 Fill 261  270 281 Compact dark grey silty sand. 1.38 x 
0.75 x 
0.04

281 Fill 261  280 282 Compact light grey silty sand. 1.54 x 
0.70 x 
0.08

282 Fill 261  281 287 Weakly cemented mid yellowish greyish 
brown silty sand. Moderate medium sub-
angular and sub-rounded pebbles. 

1.36 x 
0.64 x 
0.28

283 Pit Cut 288 288 2 Oval in plan. Top break of slope sharp 
on SE; gradual elsewhere. Sides steep and 
smooth on E; moderate and smooth else-
where. Gradual base break of slope. Base 
sub-rectangular in plan, flat in profile. 

1.90 x 
1.50 x 
0.40

286 Fill 276  1 276 Moderate medium and occasional coarse 
sub-angular pebbles. Frequent medium sub-
rounded stones. 

1.60 x 1 x 
0.20

287 Layer/Fill 261  282 261 Compact dark reddish silty sand. 2.25 x 
1.92 x 
0.78

288 Pit Fill 283  1 283 Soft mid greyish brown clayey, stony silt. 
Frequent medium sub-angular stones. 

? X 3.04 x 
0.40

289 Pit Cut 291, 
292, 
293, 
294

294 2 Sub-circular in plan. Sharp top break of 
slope. Sides steep and smooth on N, E and S. 

1.64 x 
1.28 x 
0.56

291 Pit Fill 289  1 292 Weakly cemented mid greyish brown clayey 
sand. Moderate coarse sub-rounded pebbles. 
Occasional small sub-rounded stones. 

? X 2.90 x 
0.20

292 Pit Fill 289  291 293 Soft, dark greyish black silt. Occasional me-
dium and coarse sub-rounded pebbles. 

? X 1.20 x 
0.22
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293 Pit Fill 289  292 294 Weakly cemented light brownish white silty 
sand. Frequent coarse sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 1.00 x 
0.08

294 Pit Fill 289  293 289 Soft light orangish brown sandy silt. Fre-
quent coarse sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 0.86 x 
0.11

296 Cut 297, 
300

300 299 Sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp top break of slope. Sides vertically 
sloping on S; all undercut. Gradual base 
break of slope. Base circular in plan, concave 
in profile. Top orientated S from base. 

1.00 x 
1.00 x 
0.60

297 Fill 296  1 300 Firm mid brownish grey sandy silt. Occa-
sional fine sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 1.00 x 
0.25

298 Pit Cut 299 299 2 Sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. 
Gradual top break of slope. Sides moderate 
and smooth on N; moderate and concave 
on S; steep and smooth on E; steep and 
concave on W. Gradual base break of slope. 
Base circular in plan, concave in profile. Top 
orientated S from base. 

0.60 x 
0.60 x 
0.40

299 Pit Fill 298  296 298 Stiff mid grey pebbly silt. Moderate fine and 
medium, and occasional coarse sub-angular 
pebbles. 

0.70 x 
0.50 x 
0.40

300 Fill 296  297 296 Firm dark black sandy silt. Moderate small 
sub-angular and medium sub-rounded 
stones. 

? X 0.70 x 
0.30

301 Cut 302 302 309, 
311

Linear in plan. Gradual top break of slope. 
Sides moderate and concave on N; moder-
ate and smooth on S. Gradual base break of 
slope. Base sub-rectangular in plan, flat in 
profile. 

? X 1.52 x 
0.20

302 Fill 301  303 301 Compact mid greyish brown silty sand. Fre-
quent coarse sub-angular pebbles and small 
sub-angular stones. 

? X 1.52 x 
0.20

303 Cut 304 304 302 Oval in plan with rounded corners. Top 
break of slope gradual on E; sharp elsewhere. 
Sides moderate and concave on N and E; 
undercut on S; steep and concave on W. Base 
break of slope imperceptible on E; gradual 
elsewhere. Base oval in plan, concave in 
profile. 

1.00 x 
0.70 x 
0.30

304 Fill 303  1 303 Firm mid brownish grey pebbly silt. Moder-
ate fine and coarse, and frequent medium 
sub-angular pebbles. Occasional small sub-
angular stones. 

1.00 x 
0.70 x 
0.30

305 Cut 314, 
315, 
316, 
317, 
318, 
319, 
320, 
321

319, 
320

2 Sub-circular to oval in plan. Top break of 
slope gradual on NW; sharp elsewhere. Sides 
gentle and concave/stepped on NW; moder-
ate and concave elsewhere. Imperceptible 
base break of slope. Base sub-circular in plan, 
concave in profile. 

2.30 x 
1.98 x 
1.03
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307 Pit Cut 312, 
313

313 2 Oval in plan. Gradual top break of slope. 
Sides vertical and undercut on NW; steep 
and smooth on NE; steep and undercut on 
SW; steep and smooth on SE. Gradual base 
break of slope. Base oval in plan, flat in 
profile.

1.42 x 
1.18 x 
0.42

308 Posthole 
Cut

309 309 2 Sub-rectangular in plan with rounded 
corners. Top break of slope sharp on N and 
W; gradual on S and E. Sides vertical and 
smooth on N and W; steep and concave on S 
and E. Gradual base break of slope. Base oval 
in plan, tapered rounded point in profile. 

0.70 x 
0.40 x 
0.70

309 Posthole 
Fill

308  301 308 Compact mid brownish grey pebbly sand. 
Moderate fine and coarse and frequent me-
dium sub-rounded pebbles. Occasional small 
sub-rounded stones. 

0.70 x 
0.40 x 
0.70

310 Posthole 
Cut

311 311 2 Circular in plan with rounded corners. 
Gradual top break of slope. Sides steep and 
concave on N and S; steep and smooth on E; 
moderate and concave on W. Gradual base 
break of slope. Base circular in plan, concave 
in profile. Top orientated E from base. 

0.40 x 
0.40 x 
0.30

311 Posthole 
Fill

310  301 310 Dark greyish black pebbly silt. Moderate fine 
and coarse, and frequent medium sub-an-
gular pebbles. Occasional small sub-angular 
stones. 

0.40 x 
0.40 x 
0.30

312 Fill 307  1 313 Compact mid greyish brown silty sand. 
Occasional medium sub-rounded pebbles. 
Moderate small sub-angular and large sub-
rounded stones. 

? X 2.00 x 
0.18

313 Fill 307  312 307 Compact dark greyish black silty sand. Mod-
erate coarse sub-rounded pebbles. Frequent 
small sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.74 x 
0.30

314 Fill 305  1 315 Loose mid brownish grey silty sand. Occa-
sional fine, medium and coarse sub-angular 
and sub-rounded pebbles. 

1.70 x 
1.60 x 
0.18

315 Fill 305  314 316 Compact dark grey clayey sand. Occasional 
fine sub-rounded pebbles. 

1.01 x 
1.20 x 
0.15

316 Fill 305  315 317, 
321

Firm dark greyish black clayey silt. Occa-
sional coarse sub-angular and sub-rounded 
pebbles. Occasional small and moderate 
medium sub-angular stones. 

1.40 x 
1.30 x 
0.33

317 Fill 305  316 318 Compact dark brown pebbly sand. Moderate 
fine, medium and coarse sub-angular and 
sub-rounded pebbles. 

0.85 x 
0.90 x 
0.16

318 Fill 305  317, 
321

319, 
320

Loose light brownish grey silty sand. Moder-
ate coarse sub-angular and sub-rounded 
pebbles. Moderate small and medium sub-
angular and sub-rounded stones. 

1.40 x 
1.02 x 
0.37

319 Fill 305  318 305 Loose light grey silty sand. Occasional coarse 
sub-rounded pebbles and small sub-rounded 
stones. 

0.50 x 
0.46 x 
0.20

320 Layer 305  318 305 Loose mid brown pebbly sand. Moderate 
coarse sub-angular and sub-rounded pebbles. 

0.62 x 
0.55 x 
0.24
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321 Fill 305  316 318 Loose dark brownish black pebbly sand. 
Moderate fine and medium sub-angular and 
sub-rounded pebbles. 

0.40 x 
0.38 x 
0.08

322 Pit Cut 338, 
339

339 2 Oval in plan. Sides steep and undercut on 
S and E. Base irregular in plan, concave in 
profile.

1.33 x 
1.00 x 
0.54

323 Cut 332, 
333, 
337

337 2 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp top break of slope. Sides steep and 
concave on N; vertical and smooth on S; 
steep and concave on E; vertical and irregular 
on W. Gradual base break of slope. Base ir-
regular in plan, concave in profile. 

1.50 x 
1.30 x 
0.60

324 Pit Cut 326, 
327, 
328, 
329, 
330, 
331

331 2 Circular in plan. Gradual top break of 
slope. Sides steep and stepped on W; steep 
and smooth elsewhere. Gradual base break 
of slope. Base circular in plan, concave in 
profile. This pit appears to be younger than 
C306.

1.90 x 
1.05 x 
1.40

325 Cut 334 334 2 Sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp top break of slope. Sides moderate and 
undercut on NE; gentle and concave else-
where. Base break of slope gradual on NW; 
imperceptible elsewhere. Base sub-circular in 
plan, tapered blunt point in profile 

1.00 x 
0.88 x 
0.47

326 Fill 324  1 328 Compact mid brown clayey sand. Frequent 
coarse sub-angular pebbles. Occasional small 
and medium sub-angular stones. 

? X 1.78 x 
0.29

327 Fill 324  328 329 Soft dark black silt. Occasional coarse 
sub-angular pebbles and small sub-angular 
stones. 

? X 1.22 x 
0.23

328 Fill 324  326 327, 
330

Compact dark greyish black clayey sand. 
Frequent medium sub-rounded pebbles. 
Occasional small sub-angular and medium 
sub-rounded stones. 

? X 0.90 x 
0.54

329 Fill 324  327, 
330

331 Compact mid white sand. Occasional coarse 
angular pebbles. 

? X 1.00 x 
0.20

330 Fill 324  328 329 Compact dark orangish yellow sand. Oc-
casional medium sub-angular pebbles. Oc-
casional small sub-rounded stones. 

? X 0.20 x 
0.68

331 Fill 324  329 324 Compact mid pinkish brown clayey sand. 
Occasional coarse angular pebbles and small 
sub-rounded stones. 

? X 0.40 x 
0.08

332 Fill 323  1 333 Stiff dark grey sandy silt. Moderate medium 
and coarse sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 1.30 x 
0.50

333 Fill 323  332 337 Firm mid grey pebbly silt. Moderate fine, 
medium and coarse sub-angular pebbles. 
Occasional small sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.80 x 
0.50

334 Fill 325  1 325 Loose mid brownish grey clayey sand. Mod-
erate coarse sub-rounded pebbles. Moderate 
small and medium sub-angular and sub-
rounded stones. 

1.00 x 
0.88 x 
0.47
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335 Pit Cut 340, 
341

341 2 Sub-circular in plan. Gradual top break 
of slope. Sides steep and undercut on N; 
moderate and smooth elsewhere. Gradual 
base break of slope. Base irregular in plan, 
concave in profile. 

0.94 x 
0.76 x 
0.16

336 Posthole 
Cut

343 343 2 Oval in plan. Gradual top break of slope on 
S; sharp elsewhere. Sides steep and stepped 
on S; vertical elsewhere. Sharp base break 
of slope. Base sub-circular in plan, flat in 
profile. 

0.70 x 
0.40 x 
0.30

337 Fill 323  333 323 Compact light greyish white clayey sand. 
Occasional fine and medium sub-angular 
pebbles. 

0.40 x 
0.20 x 
0.10

338 Pit Fill 322  1 339 Compact mid greyish brown silty sand. 
Moderate medium and coarse sub-angular 
and sub-rounded pebbles. Occasional small 
sub-angular stones. 

? X 1.38 x 
0.42

339 Pit Fill 322  338 322 Compact mid greyish brown silty stony sand. 
Occasional small rounded, and frequent me-
dium sub-angular and sub-rounded stones. 

? X 1.32 x 
0.24

340 Pit Fill 335  1 341 Weakly cemented light brown silty sand. Fre-
quent coarse sub-angular and sub-rounded 
pebbles. 

? X 0.80 x 
0.14

341 Pit Fill 335  340 335 Compact dark reddish orange sandy silt. ? X 0.42 x 
0.02

342 Pit Cut 349, 
350, 
351, 
352

352 2 Circular in plan. Gradual top break of 
slope. Sides steep and undercut on N; steep 
and smooth elsewhere. Gradual base break 
of slope. Base circular in plan, concave in 
profile. 

1.20 x 
0.94 x 
0.47

343 Posthole 
Fill

336  1 336 Compact mid greyish brown silty sand. 
Occasional medium and moderate coarse 
sub-angular pebbles. Occasional small sub-
angular and moderate medium sub-rounded 
stones. 

0.50 x 
0.40 x 
0.40

344 Posthole 
Cut

345 345 2 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. Top 
break of slope gradual on N and W; sharp 
on S and E. Sides steep and smooth on N; 
steep and concave on S; steep and undercut 
on E; steep and stepped/undercut on W. Base 
break of slope imperceptible on W; gradual 
elsewhere. Base irregular in plan, concave in 
profile. 

0.90 x 
0.80 x 
0.40

345 Posthole 
Fill

344  1 344 Compact mid greyish brown silty sand. 
Occasional medium and coarse sub-angular 
pebbles. Moderate small and occasional 
medium sub-rounded stones. 

0.90 x 
0.80 x 
0.40

346 Pit Cut 366, 
367, 
368, 
369, 
370

368, 
370

2 Sub-rectangular in plan with rounded cor-
ners. Top break of slope sharp on W; gradual 
elsewhere. Sides vertical and undercut on W; 
steep and smooth elsewhere. Gradual base 
break of slope. Base sub-rectangular in plan, 
flat in profile. 

1.44 x 
1.42 x 
0.42
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347 Pit Cut 348, 
355, 
356, 
357, 
358, 
361

358 2 Sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp top break of slope. Sides all moderate 
and concave. Gradual base break of slope. 
Base sub-circular in plan, flat in profile. 

1.86 x 
1.80 x 
1.10

348 Pit Fill 347  1 355 Compact mid brownish grey silty sand. Oc-
casional fine pebbles. 

0.95 x 
0.90 x 
0.12

349 Pit Fill 342, 
362

 1 350, 
362

Large spread of material, primary fill of 
pit C.342 and only fill fo small pit C.362. 
Compact mid greyish brown sand. Frequent 
coarse sub-angular pebbles. Occasional small 
rounded and medium sub-rounded stones. 

? X 5.00 x 
0.20

350 Pit Fill 342  349 351 Compact dark greyish black sandy silt. Oc-
casional coarse sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 0.44 x 
0.14

351 Pit Fill 342  350 352 Compact dark grey silty, stony sand. Fre-
quent coarse sub-angular pebbles. Occasional 
small sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.30 x 
0.14

352 Pit Fill 342  351 342 Loose dark purplish red sand. Occasional 
small sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.30 x 
0.10

353 Posthole 
Cut

354 354 2 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. 
Top break of slope imperceptible on E and 
SE; sharp on W and NW. Sides steep and 
undercut on W and NW; steep and stepped 
on E; moderate and stepped on SE. Gradual 
base break of slope. Base irregular in plan, 
concave in profile. Top orientated SE from 
base. 

0.70 x 
0.50 x 
0.60

354 Posthole 
Fill

353  1 353 Compact mid greyish brown silty sand. 
Occasional medium and coarse sub-angular 
pebbles. Occasional small and medium sub-
rounded stones. 

0.70 x 
0.50 x 
0.60

355 Pit Fill 347  348 356 Compact mid grey clayey sand. 1.08 x 
1.03 x 
0.15

356 Pit Fill 347  355 357 Compact dark black clayey sand. Occasional 
medium sub-rounded pebbles. 

0.95 x 
0.94 x 
0.13

357 Pit Fill 347  356 361 Loose light greyish white clayey sand. Occa-
sional medium sub-angular and sub-rounded 
pebbles. 

1.25 x 
1.20 x 
0.12

358 Pit Fill 347  361 347 Weakly cemented/compact light brownish 
greyish white clayey silty sand. Occasional 
medium and coarse sub-angular and sub-
rounded pebbles. Occasional small sub-
angular and sub-rounded stones. 

0.94 x 
0.90 x 
0.72

359 Pit Cut 363, 
364, 
365, 
373, 
374

373 2 Sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp top break of slope. Sides steep and 
concave on N; gentle and concave on S; 
moderate and convex on E; moderate and 
concave on W. Base break of slope gradual 
on N and S; sharp on E and imperceptible on 
W. Base irregular in plan, concave in profile. 

3.20 x 
2.80 x 
0.90
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360 Pit Cut 380, 
381, 
382, 
383, 
384, 
385, 
386, 
387, 
388

380, 
388

2 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. Top 
break of slope gradual on N, W, NE and 
NW; sharp on S, E, SE and SW. Sides gentle 
and stepped on N; moderate on S; moderate 
and stepped on E; steep and stepped on W. 
Base break of slope sharp. Base oval in plan, 
concave in profile.

5.50 x 
4.70 x 
1.50

361 Pit Fill 347  357 358 Loose mid reddish brown stony sand. 
Moderate medium and coarse sub-angular 
and sub-rounded pebbles. Moderate small 
sub-angular and sub-rounded stones. 

1.80 x 
1.73 x 
0.50

362 Pit Cut 349 349 2 Oval in plan. Gradual top break of slope. 
Sides all moderate and smooth. Gradual base 
break of slope. Base oval in plan. This pit was 
located under C349; the top fill of pit C342.

0.48 x 
0.32 x 
0.20

363 Pit Fill 359  1 364 Compact dark greyish brown clayey sand. 
Occasional medium and moderate coarse 
sub-angular pebbles. Occasional small sub-
angular stones. 

2.80 x 
2.50 x 
0.30

364 Pit Fill 359  363 365 Firm mid grey clay. Occasional fine and 
medium sub-angular pebbles. 

2.00 x 
1.60 x 
0.35

365 Pit Fill 359  364 374 Firm mid greyish brown sandy clay. Moder-
ate fine sub-angular and medium sub-round-
ed pebbles. 

1.40 x 
0.90 x 
0.20

366 Pit Fill 346  1 367 Compact mid brown sand. Moderate coarse 
sub-angular pebbles. Occasional small sub-
rounded stones. 

? X 1.54 x 
0.20

367 Pit Fill 346  366 369 Compact dark greyish black sand. Occa-
sional small sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.60 x 
0.24

368 Pit Fill 346  369 346 Compact light pinkish white sand. Frequent 
coarse sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 0.92 x 
0.18

369 Pit Fill 346  367 368, 
370

Compact dark grey silty sand. Frequent me-
dium and coarse sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 2.10 x 
0.20

370 Layer 346  369 346 Compact mid orange silty sand. Frequent 
fine sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 1.90 x 
0.04

371 Pit Cut 376, 
377, 
378, 
379

379 2 Oval in plan with rounded corners. Top 
break of slope gradual on N; sharp on S, E, 
W, SE and SW; imperceptible on NE and 
NW. Sides vertical to steep in slope; stepped 
in shape; undercut on one side. Sharp base 
break of slope. Base oval in plan, flat in 
profile. 

1.30 x 
0.90 x 
0.43

372 Pit Cut 375 375 2 Oval in plan. Top break of slope sharp on 
NE and SW; gradual on SE and NW. Sides 
moderate and smooth on NW and SE; steep 
and undercut on SW; steep and concave on 
NE. Gradual base break of slope. Base oval 
in plan, flat in profile.

0.58 x 
0.46 x 
0.20

373 Pit Fill 359  374 359 Firm light yellowish grey sandy clay. 0.60 x 
0.40 x 
0.30
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374 Pit Fill 359  365 373 Yellowish brown stony pebbles. Occasional 
fine, moderate medium and frequent coarse 
pebbles. Moderate small stones. 

1.80 x 
1.00 x 
0.10

375 Pit Fill 372  1 372 Compact mid grey sandy silt. Frequent fine 
sub-rounded and coarse sub-angular pebbles. 
Occasional small sub-angular stones. 

0.58 x 
0.46 x 
0.20

376 Pit Fill 371  1 377 Compact mid brownish grey silty sand. ? X 1.00 x 
0.16

377 Pit Fill 371  376 378 Compact mid grey clayey sand. ? X 0.80 x 
0.08

378 Pit Fill 371  377 379 Compact dark black clayey sand. ? X 1.10 x 
0.30

379 Pit Fill 371  378 371 Compact light yellowish, brownish, orangish 
grey clayey sand. 

? X 1.00 x 
0.34

380 Pit Fill 360  385 360 Firm mid brown stony clay. Moderate fine 
and medium and occasional coarse sub-an-
gular pebbles. Moderate small and occasional 
medium rounded stones. 

? X 2.00 x 
0.40

381 Pit Fill 360  1 382 Compact mid greyish brown clayey sand. 
Occasional fine and medium angular 
pebbles. 

2.30 x 
2.70 x 
0.30

382 Pit Fill 360  381 383 Soft dark black clay. ? X 1.40 x 
0.20

383 Pit Fill 360  382 384 Soft mid grey stony clay. Moderate small 
sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.80 x 
0.08

384 Pit Fill 360  383 385 Soft dark brownish black clay. ? X 1.20 x 
0.20

385 Pit Fill 360  384 380, 
386

Firm light brownish grey sandy clay. ? X 1.20 x 
0.20

386 Pit Fill 360  385 387 Soft mid brownish grey sandy clay. ? X 0.50 x 
0.15

387 Pit Fill 360  386 388 Firm light grey stony clay. Moderate small 
and medium sub-rounded stones. 

? X 1.00 x 
0.22

388 Pit Fill 360  387 360 Firm light greyish brown sandy clay. Occa-
sional coarse sub-angular pebbles and small 
sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.35 x 
0.25

389 Pit Cut 398 398 2 Oval in plan. Top break of slope sharp on S 
and E; gradual on N and W. Sides steep and 
smooth on N; steep and undercut on S; steep 
and concave on E; moderate and smooth on 
W. Gradual base break of slope. Base oval in 
plan, flat in profile.

0.90 x 
0.46 x 
0.20

390 Pit Cut 392 392 2 Sub-circular in plan. Sharp top break of 
slope. Sides steep and smooth on N; steep 
and undercut on S; steep and concave on E 
and W. Gradual base break of slope. Base 
sub-circular in plan, flat in profile. 

0.70 x 
0.50 x 
0.18

391 Pit Cut 393 393 2 Circular in plan. Sharp top break of slope. 
All sides steep and undercut. Gradual base 
break of slope. Base circular in plan, tapered 
rounded point in profile.

0.62 x 
0.32 x 
0.34
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392 Pit Fill 390  1 390 Compact mid grey silty sand. Frequent fine 
and medium, and occasional coarse sub-
angular pebbles. 

0.70 x 
0.50 x 
0.18

393 Pit Fill 391  1 391 Compact dark grey silty sand. Frequent fine 
and coarse sub-angular pebbles. Moderate 
medium sub-angular stones. 

0.62 x 
0.32 x 
0.34

394 Cut 395, 
396, 
397

397 2 Oval in plan. Sharp top break of slope. Sides 
all moderate and concave. Gradual base 
break of slope. Base sub-circular in plan. 

1.80 x 
1.52 x 0.55

395 Fill 394  1 396 Compact mid bluish grey clayey sand. Oc-
casional coarse sub-angular and sub-rounded 
pebbles. 

1.80 x 
1.52 x 
0.27

396 Fill 394  395 397 Compact mid greyish brown clayey sand. 
Occasional medium and coarse sub-rounded 
pebbles. 

0.98 x 
0.64 x 
0.16

397 Fill 394  396 394 Compact light greyish white clayey sand. 0.82 x 
0.50 x 
0.18

398 Pit Fill 389  1 389 Compact dark grey silty sand. Moderate fine 
sub-angular and coarse sub-angular pebbles. 
Moderate medium sub-rounded stones. 

0.90 x 
0.46 x 
0.20

399 Cut 400 400 404 Linear in plan. Sharp top break of slope on 
N, S and W. Sides steep and convex on N 
and S; moderate and concave on W. Base 
break of slope sharp on N and S; gradual 
on W. Base sub-rectangular in plan, flat in 
profile. 

1.22 x 
0.91 x 
0.10

400 Fill 399  1 399 Compact mid greyish brown silty sand. 
Occasional medium and coarse sub-angular 
and sub-rounded pebbles. Occasional small 
pieces of charcoal. 

1.22 x 
0.91 x 
0.10

401 Cut 402 402 2 Oval in plan with rounded corners. Top 
break of slope gradual on S; imperceptible 
elsewhere. Sides moderate and concave on S; 
gentle and concave elsewhere. Base break of 
slope gradual on S; imperceptible elsewhere. 
Base sub-rectangular in plan, flat in profile. 

2.70 x 
0.70 x 
0.16

402 Fill 401  1 401 Compact dark brown silty sand. Occasional 
fine and moderate medium sub-angular; and 
moderate coarse angular pebbles. 

2.70 x 
0.70 x 
0.16

403 Cut 404 404 2 Sub-circular in plan. Sharp top break of 
slope. Sides almost vertical and undercut on 
N; moderate and concave elsewhere. Imper-
ceptible base break of slope. Base sub-circular 
in plan, flat in profile. Top orientated SW 
from base. 

0.50 x 
0.44 x 
0.26

404 Fill 403  399 403 Loose mid reddish brown clayey sand. Oc-
casional coarse sub-angular and sub-rounded 
pebbles. Occasional small sub-angular and 
sub-rounded stones. Occasional charcoal 
flecks. 

0.50 x 
0.44 x 
0.26
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405 Pit Cut 406, 
407

407 2 Oval in plan. Top break of slope gradual 
on N and W; sharp on S and E. Sides steep 
and smooth on N; vertical and smooth on S; 
steep and irregular on E; steep and undercut 
on W. Sharp base break of slope. Base circu-
lar in plan, tapered blunt point in profile.

0.44 x 
0.40 x 
0.40

406 Pit Fill 405  1 407 Compact mid grey silty sand. Occasional 
fine sub-angular pebbles. Occasional small 
sub-rounded stones. Occasional charcoal 
flecks. 

? X 0.49 x 
0.15

407 Pit Fill 405  406 405 Compact light brownish white silty sand. 
Occasional fine sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 0.35 x 
0.06

408 Pit Cut 409, 
411

411 2 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp top break of slope. Sides gentle and 
concave on E; moderate and concave else-
where. Base break of slope imperceptible on 
E; gradual elsewhere. Base irregular in plan. 

1.90 x 
2.00 x 
0.50

409 Pit Fill 408  1 411 Firm mid brown stony silt. Frequent small 
and medium sub-angular stones. 

2.00 x 
2.00 x 
0.40

410 Cut 412, 
413

413 2 Sub-rectangular in plan with rounded cor-
ners. Sides steep and smooth on NE; moder-
ate and smooth on SE; gentle and irregular 
on NW; moderate and concave on SW. 
Gradual base break of slope. Base irregular in 
plan, tapered rounded point in profile. Top 
orientated W from base. 

0.76 x 
0.70 x 
0.32

411 Pit Fill 408  409 408 Firm light yellowish brown sandy clay. Occa-
sional coarse sub-angular pebbles and small 
sub-angular stones. 

1.80 x 
1.70 x 
0.30

412 Fill 410  234 413 Weakly cemented dark grey sandy silt. Fre-
quent medium and coarse sub-angular peb-
bles. Occasional small sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.39 x 
0.14

413 Fill 410  412 410 Firm mid pinkish white clayey silt. Frequent 
medium and coarse sub-angular pebbles. 
Occasional medium sub-rounded stones. 

? X 0.64 x 
0.21

414 Pit Cut 271, 
415

271 2 Circular in plan with rounded corners. Sharp 
top break of slope. Sides vertical and smooth 
on N; vertical and stepped on S; steep and 
concave on E; undercut on W. Base break of 
slope imperceptible on S; gradual elsewhere. 
Base irregular in plan. 

0.70 x 
0.65 x 
0.25

415 Pit Fill 414  1 271 Firm mid brown sandy clay. Occasional fine 
and medium sub-angular pebbles. 

0.60 x 
0.50 x 
0.20

416 Layer  1 417 Compact mid greyish black silty sand. Oc-
casional small sub-angular and sub-rounded 
stones. Layer of burnt material

4.28 x 
3.90 x 
0.18

417 Layer  416 418 Compact dark greyish black silty sand. 4.28 x 
1.28 x 
0.12
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418 Layer  417 419 Compact light greyish brown silty sand. Oc-
casional coarse sub-angular and sub-rounded 
pebbles. Frequent small and occasional me-
dium sub-angular and sub-rounded stones. 
Occasional charcoal flecks. Layer of burnt 
material

4.28 x 
2.24 x 
0.20

419 Layer  418 2 Mid orangish red. Iron pan/pad? connected 
to fire activity/ burnt layers C.416, 417, 418

4.28 x ? x 
0.02

420 Cut 483 483 2 Sub-circular in plan. Top break of slope 
imperceptible on NE. NE side gentle and 
concave. Imperceptible base break of slope on 
NE. Truncated by C425 on the SW side. 

1.45 x 1.10 
x 0.30

421 Fill 425  422 423 Compact dark brown silty sand. Occasional 
fine, medium and coarse angular pebbles. 
Moderate small sub-angular, and occasional 
medium sub-rounded stones. 

? x4.00 x 
0.30

422 Fill 425  426 421 Compact mid orangish brown pebbly sand. 
Moderate fine, frequent medium and oc-
casional coarse pebbles. 

? X 2.60 x 
0.40

423 Fill 425  421 424 Weakly cemented mid greyish brown peb-
bly sand. Moderate fine and medium, and 
frequent coarse pebbles. 

? X 1.10 x 
0.30

424 Fill 425  423 425 Hard mid yellow silt. Occasional coarse 
rounded pebbles. 

? X 0.35 x 
0.15

425 Cut 421, 
422, 
423, 
424, 
427, 
428, 
429

424, 
429

483 Linear in plan. Top break of slope impercep-
tible on NE; gradual on SW. SW side is gen-
tle and smooth. NE side has been destroyed 
by modern pit C426 cutting into it. Base 
break of slope imperceptible on NE and SW. 
Base sub-rectangular in plan. 

? X 4.40 x 
0.90

426 Cut 430, 
431, 
432

432 422, 
427

Circular in plan. Top break of slope gradual 
on NE; imperceptible on SW. NE side gentle 
and smooth. Base break of slope impercepti-
ble on NE and SW. Base circular in plan, flat 
in profile.

2.14 x ? x 
0.50

427 Fill 425  426 428 Soft mid brown sandy silt. Frequent medium 
and moderate coarse sub-rounded pebbles. 
Moderate small sub-rounded stones. 

428 Fill 425  427 429 Soft dark brown sandy silt. Occasional coarse 
sub-rounded pebbles. 

? X 1.60 x 
0.30

429 Fill 425  428 425 Soft mid yellowish brown clayey, stony 
silt. Frequent coarse sub-rounded pebbles. 
Frequent small sub-angular and medium 
sub-rounded stones. 

? X 1.20 x 
0.24

430 Fill 426  1 431 Compact dark brown sand. Occasional 
coarse sub-rounded pebbles. Occasional 
small sub-angular stones. 

? X 2.38 x 
0.26

431 Fill 426  430 432 Compact mid brown stony sand. Frequent 
coarse sub-rounded pebbles. Frequent small 
sub-angular stones. 

? X 1.00 x 
0.16

432 Fill 426  431 426 Soft mid brownish yellow clayey, stony silt. 
Moderate coarse sub-angular pebbles. Fre-
quent small and medium sub-angular stones. 

? X 2.10 x 
0.36
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433 Cut 439, 
440

440 2 Sub-circular in plan. Sharp top break of 
slope. Sides steep and stepped on W; vertical 
and undercut on S; steep and concave on E 
and N. Gradual base break of slope. Base 
sub-circular in plan, concave in profile. Layer 
of burnt material

1.56 x 
0.80 x 
0.52

434 Pit Cut 435, 
436, 
437, 
438

438 2 Oval in plan. Sharp top break of slope. Sides 
steep and concave on E; steep and undercut 
elsewhere. Gradual base break of slope. Base 
irregular in plan, flat in profile. 

0.78 x 
0.60 x 
0.30

435 Pit Fill 434  1 436 Compact mid yellowish brown sandy silt. 
Frequent fine sub-rounded and moderate 
coarse sub-angular pebbles. Moderate small 
sub-angular and occasional medium sub-
rounded stones. Frequent charcoal flecks. 

? X 0.60 x 
0.18 

436 Pit Fill 434  435 437 Compact dark brownish black sand. ? X 0.52 x 
0.24

437 Pit Fill 434  436 438 Very soft mid yellowish brown sandy silt. 
Occasional small sub-angular stones. 

? X 0.22 x 
0.10

438 Pit Fill 434  437 434 Very soft dark brown silt. Moderate small 
sub-angular and rounded stones. Occasional 
charcoal flecks. 

? X 0.23 x 
0.14

439 Fill 433  1 440 Compact dark greyish black silty sand. Inclu-
sions of small sub-angular and sub-rounded 
stones. 

1.06 x 
0.53 x 
0.36

440 Fill 433  439 433 Loose dark brown pebbly, stony sand. Mod-
erate coarse sub-angular and sub-rounded 
pebbles. Moderate small sub-angular and 
sub-rounded stones. 

1.34 x 
0.80 x 
0.16

441 Pit Cut 447, 
448, 
449, 
450, 
451, 
452

450, 
451

2 Irregular in plan. Top break of slope gradual 
on SW, sharp on NE, SE and NW. Sides 
moderate and smooth on SW; steep and 
smooth elsewhere. Gradual base break 
of slope. Base irregular in plan, tapered 
rounded point in profile. Top orientated NE 
from base. 

2.04 x 
1.70 x 
1.10

442 Cut 454, 
455, 
456, 
457, 
458, 
459

457 2 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp top break of slope. Sides undercut on 
N; steep and smooth on S; steep and concave 
on E; moderate and concave on W. Sharp 
base break of slope. Base irregular in plan, 
concave in profile. 

0.70 x 
0.50 x 
0.50

443 Pit Cut 468, 
469, 
470

470 471 Circular in plan. Top break of slope imper-
ceptible on E; gradual elsewhere. Sides mod-
erate and irregular on N; steep and stepped 
on S and W; gentle and smooth on E. Base 
break of slope imperceptible on E; gradual 
elsewhere. Base irregular in plan, concave in 
profile. 

2.24 x 
2.00 x 
1.50

444 Cut 453, 
460

453 461 Box section. Sides are gentle and smooth on 
SE; gentle and concave on NW. Impercepti-
ble base break of slope on SE and NW. Base 
concave in profile. 

15.85 x 
2.00 x 
0.16
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445 Pit Cut 473, 
474, 
475, 
476, 
477, 
478

478 460 Irregular in plan with rounded corners. 
Sharp top break of slope. Sides steep and 
concave on NE; moderate and stepped on 
SE and SW; steep and stepped/undercut on 
NW. Base break of slope gradual on NE; 
sharp elsewhere. Base irregular in plan, con-
cave in profile. 

1.20 x 
0.80 x 
1.00

446 Cut 461, 
462, 
463, 
464, 
465, 
466, 
467

465 2 Oval in plan. Sharp top break of slope. Sides: 
almost vertical on N; moderate/steep and 
stepped on E; moderate and convex/concave/
stepped on W. Gradual base break of slope. 
Base flat in profile.

4.78 x 
3.84 x 
1.20

447 Pit Fill 441  1 448 Compact dark brownish black silty sand. 
Frequent fine and moderate coarse sub-an-
gular pebbles. Occasional small sub-angular 
stones. 

1.30 x 
0.80 x 
0.27

448 Pit Fill 441  447 449, 
452

Dark greyish white in colour. Frequent fine 
and moderate coarse sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 0.74 x 
0.20

449 Pit Fill 441  448 450 Dark black in colour. ? X 0.42 x 
0.45

450 Pit Fill 441  449 441 Very soft mid white sandy clay. Moderate 
fine sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 0.50 x 
0.22

451 Pit Fill 441  452 441 Compact mid reddish orange sand. Moder-
ate fine sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 0.20 x 
0.03

452 Pit Fill 441  448 451 Very soft mid white clayey sand. Frequent 
fine angular and sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 0.40 x 
0.06

453 Ditch Fill 444  460 444 Weakly cemented mid brown silty sand. 
Moderate fine and medium angular peb-
bles. Occasional coarse sub-angular pebbles. 
Occasional small pieces of charcoal. Box 
section. 

15.85 x 
2.00 x 
0.16

454 Fill 442  1 455 Compact dark grey silty sand. 0.60 x 
0.40 x 
0.20

455 Fill 442  454 456 Compact mid reddish brown sandy silt. ? X 0.10 x 
0.04

456 Fill 442  455 459 Compact light grey sandy silt. ? X 0.10 x 
0.10

457 Fill 442  458 442 Compact mid orangish brown pebbly sand. 
Frequent fine and occasional medium sub-
angular pebbles. 

? X 0.15 x 
0.40

458 Fill 442  459 457 Compact mid orangish red silty sand. ? X 0.30 x 
0.08

459 Fill 442  456 458 Loose mid orangish brown pebbly sand. Fre-
quent fine and moderate coarse sub-angular 
pebbles. 

0.20 x 
0.20 x 
0.40

460 Fill 444  445 453 Compact dark brownish black sand. Fre-
quent coarse sub-rounded pebbles. Occa-
sional small sub-rounded stones. 

? X 1.27 x 
0.18

461 Fill 446  444 462 Compact dark brown sand. Occasional 
coarse sub-angular and sub-rounded pebbles. 
Occasional small sub-angular and sub-
rounded stones. 

4.78 x 
2.35 x 
0.37
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462 Fill 446  461 463 Compact dark greyish brown sand. Occa-
sional fine sub-rounded pebbles. 

4.52 x 1.18 
x 0.20

463 Fill 446  462 466 Firm dark greyish black sandy silt. 4.75 x 
3.62 x 
0.10

464 Fill 446  467 465 Firm light greyish white sandy silt. 2.35 x 
3.04 x 
0.60

465 Fill 446  464 446 Loose mid to dark brown stony sand. Mod-
erate medium and coarse sub-angular and 
sub-rounded pebbles. 

3.57 x 
1.63 x 
0.25

466 Fill 446  463 467 Firm/compact light greyish white sandy silt. 2.35 x 
1.44 x 
0.10

467 Fill 446  466 464 Loose dark brown pebbly, stony sand. Mod-
erate coarse sub-angular and sub-rounded 
pebbles. Moderate small sub-angular and 
sub-rounded stones. 

3.57 x 
1.40 x 
0.58

468 Pit Fill 443  1 469 Compact dark grey clayey sand. Frequent 
coarse sub-angular pebbles and small sub-
angular stones. 

? X 5.60 x 
0.35

469 Pit Fill 443  468 470 Soft dark bluish black sandy clay. Occasional 
fine sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 2.20 x 
0.20

470 Pit Fill 443  469 443 Compact mid greyish white clayey sand. 
Frequent coarse sub-angular pebbles. Occa-
sional small sub-angular stones. Occasional 
charcoal flecks.

? X 2.70 x 
0.30

471 Pit Fill 472  443 472 Compact mid yellowish brown clayey sand. 
Frequent coarse sub-rounded pebbles. Mod-
erate small sub-rounded stones. Moderate 
charcoal flecks. 

3.00 x ? x 
0.84

472 Pit Cut 471 471 2 Circular in plan. Top break of slope gradual 
on N and S; imperceptible on E; sharp on 
W. Sides: steep and stepped on N and S; 
steep and smooth on W. Base break of slope 
imperceptible on E; gradual elsewhere. Base 
oval in plan, flat in profile. Cut is truncated 
on E side by C443.

3.00 x 
1.20 x 
2.50

473 Pit Fill 445  474 476 Compact mid brown clayey sand. Moderate 
fine and occasional medium sub-angular 
pebbles. 

0.50 x 
0.40 x 
0.20

474 Pit Fill 445  1 473, 
475

Compact dark greyish brown clayey sand. 
Moderate fine sub-angular pebbles. 

? X 2.00 x 
0.18

475 Pit Fill 445  474 476 Stiff dark black clayey silt. 0.40 x 
0.30 x 
0.16

476 Pit Fill 445  473, 
475

477 Compact light grey sand. 0.60 x 
0.50 x 
0.30

477 Pit Fill 445  476 478 Compact mid greyish brown clayey sand. 
Moderate fine and occasional medium sub-
angular pebbles. 

? X 0.90 x 
0.40

478 Pit Fill 445  477 445 Compact mid orangish brown clayey sand. 
Moderate fine and occasional medium sub-
angular pebbles. 

0.50 x 
0.40 x 
0.30
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479 Cut 480 480 2 Oval in plan with rounded corners. Sides 
moderate and stepped on NW; steep and 
concave on SE and NE; vertical and smooth 
on SW. Base break of slope gradual on NE; 
sharp elsewhere. Base irregular in plan, con-
cave in profile. Top orientated SE from base. 

0.70 x 
0.50 x 
0.26

480 Fill 479  1 479 Compact dark brown clayey sand. Frequent 
fine and moderate medium angular pebbles. 

0.70 x 
0.50 x 
0.26

481 Cut 482 482 2 Oval in plan. Sharp top break of slope. Sides: 
gentle and concave on SW; steep and concave 
elsewhere. Base sub-circular in plan, concave 
in profile. Top orientated SW from base. 

0.36 x 
0.21 x 
0.17

482 Fill 481  1 481 Loose dark black silty sand. Frequent char-
coal flecks. 

0.36 x 
0.21 x 
0.17

483 Fill 420  425 420 Compact dark brown silty sand. Occasional 
fine, medium and coarse angular pebbles. 
Moderate small sub-angular, and occasional 
medium sub-rounded stones. 

? X 1.32 x 
0.36
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Appendix 3 Groups and Subgroups

Group 1 Natural Deposits
This group describes the natural geological deposits identified across the five areas of 
excavation.

Subgroup {1001} Natural Topsoil
List of Contexts; C. 1
Description 
This subgroup describes the layer of topsoil covering the archaeological features in Fields 
A, B, C, E and F. For all areas the topsoil was a loose dark brown silt.

Subgroup {1002} Natural Subsoil
List of Contexts; C. 2
Description 
This subgroup describes the natural sub-soil that formed across the area of excavation in 
Fields A, B, C, E and F. For all areas the subsoil was a loose a mid orangish brown sand.

Group 2 Circular House
This group describes a circular house and its associated features located to in Area F.

Subgroup {2001} Foundation Trench
List of Contexts; C.[139], 170
Description 
A foundation trench measuring 0.77 m in width and 0.14 m in depth defined a circular 
area with an internal diameter of 9.1 m. The trench had a 1.85 m wide opening to the 
east. The trench was concave in profile and had gently sloping sides to the east and west. 
The fill of the trench was a soft mid orangish brown pebbley silt (170). It had frequent 
sub-angular coarse pebble and medium stone inclusions. No postholes were discovered at 
the base of the trench
Interpretation
The trench was used as a foundation cut for a circular structure. The shallow depth of 
the trench suggests that the walls were built using a wattle and daub method and set into 
this trench and supported by postholes. As no postholes were discovered at the base of 
the trench itself it may indicate that the plan of the house may have changed over time.

Subgroup {2002} Postholes associated with Foundation Trench
List of Contexts; C.[140], 154, [149], 204, [150], 197, [152], 202, [155], 215, [213], 214
Description
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Six postholes were discovered in association with the foundation trench as described in 
subgroup {2001}. Four of them were on the exterior of the trench and two on the interior. 

The two interior postholes are located to the southern half of the trench [139]. Post-
hole [140] was located 1.3 m south of the east entrance. It measured 0.9 m in length and 
0.6 m in width and 0.22 m in depth. It was irregular in shape and concave in profile with 
sides varying from moderate to steep in gradient. It was filled by a firm dark brown sandy 
silt (154). Occasional flecks and small pieces of charcoal were observed within this fill.

Posthole [213] was located on the opposite side of the foundation trench as posthole 
[140]. It measured 0.5 m in length, 0.3 m in width and 0.1 m in depth. It was oval in 
shape, concave in profile and sides varied from gentle to moderate in gradient. It was filled 
by a firm mid greyish brown sand clay (214) with moderate flecks and occasional small 
pieces of charcoal inclusions.

Of the four exterior postholes, two were located to the north and east of the trench 
and two were located to the south and west side of the trench.

Postholes [149] and [150] were located 2.7 m and 4.8 m north of the entrance respec-
tively. These postholes measures approximately 0.75 m in length, 0.65 m in width and 
0.19 m in depth. They were generally sub-circular in shape and concave in profile with 
moderately sloping sides. Posthole [149] was filled by a loose mid black clayey sand (204) 
and posthole [150] was filled by a firm mid orangish brown sandy clay (197)

Postholes [152] and [155] were located to the south and south-west of the foundation 
trench. Posthole [152] measured 0.9 m in length, 0.5 m in width and 0.3 m in depth and 
Posthole [155] measured 0.37 m in length, 0.28 m in width and 0.2 m in depth. They 
were in general sub-circular in shape, concave in profile and sides varied from moderate 
to steep in gradient. Posthole [152] was filled by a firm dark brown sand silt (202) and 
Posthole [155] was filled by a loose light grey clayey sand (215).
Interpretation
These postholes represent the supporting elements of the walls of the circular house. 
The proximity of these postholes to the foundation trench described in subgroup {2001} 
indicates their function as the main posts which would have supported the wattle and 
daub walls. The fact that these postholes do not appear within the trench itself may be an 
indication that they are later structural additions or recuts of earlier postholes.

Subgroup {2003} Interior Postholes
List of Contexts; C. [146], 209, 210, [147], 163, 198, 199, [153], 144, [162], 207, 208, [200], 
205, [201], 206.
Description
Six postholes were discovered within the internal space of the structure.

Postholes [146] and [162] were located approximately in the centre of the structure. 
Posthole [162] measured 0.7 m in length, 0.44 m in width and 0.49 m in depth. It was 
circular in shape with a concave profile and steeply sloping sides. Its primary fill was a 
loose mid black clayey sand (208) and its secondary fill was a loose mid grey silty sand 
(207). This posthole was later truncated by posthole [146].
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Posthole [146] measured 1.36 m in length, 1.35 m in width and 0.52 m in depth. It 
was sub-circular in shape with a flat profile and moderately sloping sides. Its primary fill 
was a loose dark black clayey sand (210) and its secondary fill was a loose mid grey clayey 
sand (209).

Two postholes [147] and [153] were located to the northern half of the interior space 
of the structure.

Posthole [147] measured 0.34 m in length, 0.3 m in width and 0.2 m in depth. It was 
circular in shape, concave in profile and sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. 
It was filled by three deposits. The three deposits (163), (198) and (199), were all pebbley 
sands in composition and varied in colour from mid reddish brown to dark brown.

Posthole [153] was located 1.6 m to the north. It measured 0.86 m in length, 0.32 m in 
width and 0.12 m in depth. It was oval in shape with a flat profile and moderately sloping 
sides. It was filled by a very soft dark brown sand clay (144).

Postholes [200] and [201] were located to the south west of the centre of the structure. 
These postholes measure approximately 0.45 m in length, 0.4 m in width and 0.17 m in 
depth. They were generally circular in shape with a concave profile and sides that varied 
from gentle to vertical in gradient. They were filled by mid orangish brown sands silts 
(205) and (206).
Interpretation
These postholes represent three internal aspects of the circular house. Posthole [162] rep-
resents the central post for the support structure of the roof of the house while Posthole 
[146] represents a re-cut of this post, possibly in order to renew the roof or to allow a more 
substantial roof to be erected. Postholes [147] and [153] represent the interior structural 
supports for the roof. These two posts would have supported the roof of the house in con-
nection with other postholes that have not survived. Postholes [200] and [201] probably 
represent internal activity of the house, possibly storage, as they are smaller in size. No 
internal divisions were observed in the interior space of the structure.

Subgroup {2004} Interior Pits
List of Contexts; C.[141], 211, 212, [142], 218, 220, [143], 193, 194, 195, 196, [158], 192
Description
Four pits were discovered within the internal space of the structure. 

Pit [141] was located 2.4 m inside the eastern entrance. It measured 1.2 m in length, 
0.9 m in width and 0.5 m in depth. It was irregular in shape with a flat profile and sides 
varied from moderate to steep in gradient. Its primary fill was a firm mid greyish brown 
sandy silt (212) and its secondary fill was a firm dark greyish black pebbley silt (211).

Pit [142] was located just to the north of pit [141]. It measured 1.2 m in length, 0.86 m 
in width and 0.5 m in depth. It was irregular in plan, concave in profile and sides varied 
from moderate to vertical in gradient. Its primary fill was loose mid brownish black stony 
sand (220) with occasional flecks and small pieces of charcoal. Its secondary fill was a 
compact mid brownish grey silty sand (218).
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Pit [143] lay against the interior of the trench [139] to the north of the structure. It 
measured 1.15 m in length, 1.1 m in width and 0.58 m in depth. It was sub-circular in 
shape, concave in profile and had moderately sloping sides. It contained four fills. The 
primary fill was a loose mid brown clayey sand (196) and the secondary fill was a loose 
light orangish yellow clayey sand (195). The tertiary fill was a loose mid brown clayey sand 
(194) and the final fill was a loose dark black clayey sand (193).

Pit [158] was located to the south of pit [142]. It measured 0.9 m in length, 0.7 m in 
width and 0.27 m in depth. It was oval in shape, concave in profile and had gently sloping 
sides. It was filled by a compact mid grey sand (192).
Interpretation
These pits represent possible occupation of the circular house. However, with little ar-
chaeological material from the fills of these pits their function is difficult to determine. 
Despite only one of the four pits containing evidence of occupation (charcoal flecks) 
these features appear to be too large and too randomly arranged to be considered interior 
postholes.

Subgroup {2005} Exterior Features
List of Contexts; C.[145], 171, [148], 184, 185, [151], 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, [156], 167, 
168, 169, [157], 172, 173, 174, 175, [161], 176, [164], 188, 189, 190, 191, [165], 166, [182], 
183, 186, 187, [203], 216, 219, [441], 447, 448, 449, 450, 451, 452.
Description
Eleven pits were observed surrounding the circular house. The majority of these pits lay 
to the north and west of the house.

The pits varied in length from 0.45 m to 2.06 m, varied in width from 0.4 m to 1.8 m 
and varied in depth from 0.04 m to 1.1 m. They were in general circular in shape, concave 
in profile and sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. The fills of these pits varied 
in colour from a mid yellow to a dark brownish black and varied in composition from 
a pebbley clay to a sandy silt. No archaeological material was recovered from the fills of 
these pits
Interpretation
These pits were probably associated with the occupation of the circular house due to their 
close proximity. However, as no archaeological material was recovered from the fills of 
these pits it is difficult to determine either their date or function.

Group 3 Ancillary Structure
This group describes the small structure that lies approximately 4.1 m to the east of the 
entrance of the circular house as described in Group 2.

Subgroup {3001} Structural Remains
List of Contexts; C.[239], 240, 241, 242, [243], 244, [245], 246, [433], 439, 440
Description 
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Four postholes represent the structural remains of a rectangular building that meas-
ures approximately 3.5 m in length and 1.5 m in width. It was orientated north-west to 
south-east.

Posthole [239] measured 1.3 m in diameter and 1.34 m in depth. It was irregular in 
shape, flat in profile and had vertically sloping sides. It was filled by three deposits. The 
primary deposit was a firm dark orangish brown pebbley silt (242), the secondary deposit 
was a firm mid grey pebbley silt (241) and the last deposit was a compact mid brownish 
grey silty sand (240).

Posthole [243] was located 1.35 m to the south west. It measured 0.85 m in length, 0.6 
m in width and 0.38 m in depth. It was oval in shape, concave in profile and had steeply 
sloping sides. It was filled by a loose dark bluish black sandy silt (244) with moderate 
charcoal fleck inclusions. 

Posthole [245] was located 3.48 m north-west of posthole [243]. It measured 0.4 m in 
diameter and 0.19 m in depth. It was circular in shape, concave in profile and had gently 
sloping sides. It was filled by a firm mid brownish grey sandy clay (246).

Posthole [433] was located 1.32 m to the north-east of posthole [245]. It measured 1.56 
m in length, 0.8 m in width and 0.52 m in depth. It was sub-circular in shape, concave 
in profile and had steep to vertical sloping sides. Its primary fill was a loose dark brown 
pebbley stony sand (440) and its secondary fill was a compact dark greyish brown silty 
sand (439). 
Interpretation
These four postholes represent a small structure close in proximity to the circular house. 
Due to the small internal area of this structure this probably represented an ancillary 
building associated with the occupation of the circular house. It was probably used as a 
storage area, however, little information survives to determine the exact function of this 
structure.

Subgroup {3002} Pits
List of Contexts; C.[217], 221, 222, [223], 224, 225, 226, 227, 228.
Description
These two pits were located in close proximity to the postholes described in subgroup 
{3001}.

Pit [217] was located 2.2 m to the south of the four postholes. It measured 1.4 m in 
length, 0.7 m in width and 0.6 m in depth. It was irregular in plan, concave in profile 
and sides varied from gentle to vertical in gradient. Its primary deposit was a firm dark 
grey pebbley silt (221) and its secondary deposit was a firm mid orangish brown sandy silt 
(222). Both fills contained occasional flecks of charcoal inclusions.

Pit [223] was located 0.7 to the north of the four postholes. It measured 1.2 m in 
length, 1 m in width and 0.7 m in depth. It was oval in shape, flat in profile and sides 
varied from steep to vertical in gradient. It was filled by five deposits. The primary deposit 
was a firm mid brownish grey pebbley silt (228). The second deposit was a firm mid brown 
silty sand (227). The third deposit was a firm mid pinkish grey sandy silt (226). The fourth 
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deposit was a firm dark grey sandy silt (225). The last deposit was a firm mid brownish 
grey sandy silt (224).
Interpretation
These two pits lay in close proximity to the structure described in subgroup {3001} sug-
gesting that they may been closely related to its use. Charcoal inclusions within the fill 
of pit [217] suggests occupation of the area, however, there is not enough information to 
determine the exact function or date of these pits.

Group 4 Linear Alignment Of Features To North Of House
This group describes the alignment of features, orientated east to west that lay 13 metres 
north of the circular house as described in Group 2.

Subgroup {4001} Pits
List of Contexts; C.[443], 468, 469, 470, [445], 473, 474, 475, 476, 477, 478, [446], 461, 
462, 463, 464, 465, 466, 467, 471, [472]
Description 
Three pits were located to the north of Area F.

Pit [472] measured 3 m in length, 1.2 m in width and 2.5 m in depth. It was circular in 
plan, flat in profile and had steeply sloping sides. It was filled by a compact mid yellowish 
brown clayey sand (471) with moderate flecks of charcoal inclusions. 

This was later truncated by pit [443]. It measured 2.24 m in length, 2 m in width and 
1.5 m in depth. It was circular in shape, concave in profile and sides varied from gentle to 
steep in gradient. The primary deposit was a compact mid greyish white clayey sand (470) 
with occasional charcoal flecks inclusions. The secondary deposit was a soft dark bluish 
black sandy clay (469) and the final deposit was a compact dark grey sandy clay (468).

Pit [446] was truncated by linear gully [444]. It was located 13.8 m to the east of the 
above features. It measured 4.78 m in length, 3.84 m in width and 1.2 m in depth. It was 
oval in shape, flat in profile and sides varied from moderate to vertical in gradient. It was 
filled by seven deposits. The primary fill was a dark brown stony sand (465), the second 
deposit was a light greyish white sandy silt (464) and the third deposit was a dark brown 
pebbley stony sand (467). The fourth deposit was a light greyish white sand silt (466), the 
fifth deposit was a dark greyish black sandy silt (463) and the sixth deposit was a dark 
greyish brown sand (462). The final deposit was a dark brown sand (461) from which a 
clay pipe fragment was recovered.

Pit [445] truncated linear gully [444]. It was located 5.8 m west of pit [446]. It meas-
ured 1.2 m in length, 0.8 m in width and 1 m in depth. It was irregular in shape, concave 
in profile and sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. It was filled by six deposits. 
The fills varied from mid greyish brown to dark black in colour and were in general clayey 
sands in composition. 
Interpretation
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These pits were probably associated with the circular house and were in use during its oc-
cupation. The recut of pit [472] indicates a lengthy period of occupation of these features 
and Pit [445] represents a much later feature as it truncates the fills of the linear feature 
[444], however, the function of these pits is unclear. White clay fills within pits [443] and 
[446] suggest that they were waterlogged at some period, however, it is unknown whether 
this was a naturally occurring phenomenon or whether it was for some purpose. Streams 
that lay to north and south of the site indicate that these pits were probably not used as a 
main water source; however, standing water may have been used for industrial purposes. 

Subgroup {4002} Linear Gully
List of Contexts; C.[444], 453, 460
Description
Linear gully [444] connected pits [443] and [446] as described in subgroup {4001}. It 
measured 15.85 m in length, 2 m in width and 0.16 m in depth. It was concave in profile 
and had gently sloping sides. The primary fill was a weakly cemented mid brown silty 
sand (453) with occasional small pieces of charcoal inclusions. The secondary fill was a 
compact dark brownish black sand (460).
Interpretation
Linear gully [444] was used as a connection between large pits [443] and [446]. Despite 
the gully truncating pit [446] it was likely to be contemporary in date with it. If the 
function of the pits from subgroup {4001} is based on industrial practises then this gully 
would have probably facilitated the movement of water. However the linear gully and the 
pits may have formed a boundary to the north of the circular house. These features may 
represent the remains, of a fenced enclosure associated with the house, approximately 15 
m in length. This would have only represented a dividing line for the limits of the house 
as there is little evidence of a strong defensive aspect to this area. This may be linked with 
the linear alignment of pits described in Group 5.

Subgroup {4003} Postholes
List of Contexts; C.[414], 415, 271, [442], 454, 455, 456, 457, 458, 459, [479], 480.
Description
Three postholes were located just to the south of pits [472] and [443].

Posthole [414] measured 0.7 m in length, 0.65 m in width and 0.25 m in depth. It 
was circular in shape with sides varying from steep to vertical in gradient. The primary 
deposit was a firm light orangish brown sandy clay (271) and the secondary deposit was a 
firm mid brown sandy clay (415).

Posthole [442] was located approximately 3.5 m to the east of posthole [414]. It meas-
ured 0.7 m in length, 0.5 m in width and 0.5 m in width. It was irregular in shape, concave 
in profile and sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. It was filled by six deposits. 
These fills varied from light grey to mid orangish brown in colour and from pebbley sand 
to sandy silt in composition. 
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Posthole [479] was located approximately 3 m south-east of posthole [414]. It meas-
ured 0.7 m in length, 0.5 m in width and 0.26 m in depth. It was oval in shape, concave 
in profile and sides varied from moderate to vertical in gradient. It was filled by a compact 
dark brown clayey brown (480).
Interpretation
The three postholes to the south of pits [443] and [472] represent a structural aspect re-
lated to the features described in subgroups {4001} and {4002}. This structure may have 
been related to an industrial use of these features or may have been part of the boundary 
(fenced or otherwise) enclosing the circular house, as described above. However, little 
information survives within these features to determine either of these hypotheses. 

Group 5 Linear Allignment Of Features To South Of House
This group describes a linear alignment of pits and postholes that are orientated in an 
east to west direction approximately 15 metres south of the circular house, as described 
in Group 2.

Subgroup {5001} Pits
List of Contexts; C.[234], 229, 230, 231, 232, 233, 235, 236, 237, 238, [261], 262, 266, 267, 
270, 280, 281, 282, 287, [289], 291, 292, 293, 294, [305], 314, 315, 316, 317, 318, 319, 320, 
321, [323], 332, 333, 337, [324], 326, 327, 328, 329, 330, 331, [335], 340, 341, [342], 349, 
350, 351, 352, [347], 348, 355, 356, 357, 358, 361, [359], 363, 364, 365, 373, 374, [360], 380, 
381, 382, 383, 384, 385, 386, 387, 388, [371], 376, 377, 378, 379, [394], 395, 396, 397, [399], 
400.
Description

Context No Dimensions (m)

234 7.38 x 3.87 x 1

261 2.30 x 1.95 x 0.82

289 1.64 x 1.28 x 0.56

305 2.30 x 1.98 x 1.03

323 1.50 x 1.30 x 0.60

324 1.90 x 1.05 x 1.40

335 0.94 x 0.76 x 0.16

342 1.20 x 0.94 x 0.47

347 1.86 x 1.80 x 1.10

359 3.20 x 2.80 x 0.90

360 5.50 x 4.70 x 1.50

371 1.30 x 0.90 x 0.43

394 1.80 x 1.52 x 0.55

Table	1:	Dimensions	of	pits	in	linear	alignment
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Thirteen pits were located in an east to west alignment to the south of Area F. These fea-
tures varied greatly in length, width and depth, as seen in the table above. They varied in 
shape from oval to circular and varied in profile from flat to concave. The sides of the fea-
tures varied from gentle to vertical in gradient. The fills of these features varied in colour 
from a mid greyish brown to dark black and were in general silty sand in composition. 

Four of these pits contained compact white sand deposits as Early deposits possibly 
indicating water logging of these features. The primary fills of Pit [234] were filled by a 
firm light brownish white stony silt (233) and a compact mid white clayey sand (238). 
The secondary fill of pit [289] was a light brownish white silty sand (293). The primary 
deposits of pits [323] and [394] were compact light greyish white clayey sands (337) and 
(397) respectively.

Two of these pits contained red sandy silts as primary fills indicating possible burning 
at the base of these features. Pit [335] was filled by a dark reddish orange sandy silt (341) 
and pit [342] was filled by a dark red sand (352).

Pits [261] and [347] contained both white sand and red sandy silt deposits within their 
fills indicating possibly both burning and water logging, but with varying stratigraphy. 
The primary fill of pit [261] was a compact dark red silty sand (287) and the third and 
fifth deposits were light grey sands (281) and (270). The primary fill of pit [347] was a 
light greyish white silty sand (358) while the secondary deposit was a mid reddish brown 
stony sand (361).

Linear feature [399] was located to the far east of the alignment of pits. It was con-
nected to pit [394]. It measured 1.22 m in length, 0.91 m in width and 0.1 m in depth. 
It was flat in profile and sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. It was filled by 
a mid greyish brown silty sand (400) with occasional small pieces of charcoal inclusions.
Interpretation
This linear alignment of pits mirrors the feature to the north of the circular house, as de-
scribed in Group 4. Both groups represent large pits and include linear features running 
between them. They were probably associated with the occupation of the circular house 
and possibly represent a boundary (fenced or otherwise) delineating the house from the 
landscape around it. There is little evidence that this boundary was defensive in nature 
due to its low lying position.

 However, the fills of some of the pits suggest different functions. Four of the pits 
have evidence for possible water logging at the base, two of the pits have evidence for pos-
sible burning at the base and two of the pits have evidence for both activities. The fact that 
these pits have different sequences of waterlogged and burnt deposits suggests that’s there 
was more than two phases of activity. This may indicate seasonal activity on the site, with 
the pits changing function with every new occupation of the site.

Subgroup {5002} Postholes
List of Contexts; C.[325], 334, [336], 343, [344], 345, [403], 404, [410], 412, 413.
Description 
Five postholes were located along the linear alignment of features. 
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Posthole [325] measured 1 m in length, 0.88 m in width and 0.47 m in depth. It was 
sub-circular in shape, tapered blunt point in profile and sides varied from gentle to mod-
erate in gradient. It was filled by a loose mid brownish grey clayey sand (334).

Posthole [336] was located approximately 7 m to the east of posthole [325]. It meas-
ured 0.7 m in length, 0.4 m in width and 0.3 m in depth. It was oval in shape, flat in pro-
file and had vertical sides. It was filled by a compact mid greyish brown silty sand (343).

Posthole [344] was located approximately 0.35 m to the north-east of posthole [336]. 
It measured 0.9 m in length, 0.8 m in width and 0.4 m in depth. It was irregular in shape, 
concave in profile and had steeply sloping sides. It was filled by a compact mid greyish 
brown silty sand (345).

Posthole [403] was located to the far east of the pit alignment. It was truncated by 
linear feature [399] which was connected to pit [394]. It measured 0.5 m in length, 0.4 m 
in width and 0.26 m in depth. It was sub-circular in shape, flat in profile and sides varied 
from moderate to vertical in gradient. It was filled by a loose mid reddish brown clayey 
sand (404) with occasional charcoal flecks inclusions.

Posthole [410] was located to the far west of the pit alignment. It was truncated by 
large pit [234]. It measured 0.76 m in length, 0.7 m in width and 0.32 m in depth. It was 
sub-circular in shape, tapered rounded point in profile and sides varied from gentle to 
steep in gradient. The primary fill was a firm mid pinkish white clayey silt (413) and the 
secondary deposit was a dark grey sandy silt (412).
Interpretation
These five postholes indicate a structural element to the alignment of features. This may 
relate to the possible fenced boundary along this line as described in subgroup {5001}. 
However, as two of these five postholes were truncated by later large pits we may con-
clude that they all possibly represent an earlier phase of activity. This may indicate that 
the fenced boundary was early in date or that it was re-established by these pits at a later 
period.

Group 6 Possible Rectangular Structure
This group describes a collection of possible structural features located approximately 25 
metres to the south-west of the main circular house as described in group 2.

Subgroup {6001} Linear gully and associated postholes
List of Contexts; C. [301], 302, [308], 309, [310], 311
Description 
A linear gully and two postholes were located to the west of Area F.

The linear gully [301] measured 10.43 m in length, 1.52 m in width and 0.3 m in 
depth. It was flat in profile and had moderately steep sloping sides. It was filled by a com-
pact mid greyish brown silty sand (302). 

Postholes [308] and [310] were truncated by linear [301]. Posthole [308] measured 0.7 
m in length, 0.4 m in width and 0.7 m in depth. It was sub-circular in shape, tapered 
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rounded point in profile and the sides were steep to vertical in gradient. It was filled by a 
compact mid brownish grey pebbley sand (309).

Posthole [310] measured 0.4 m in diameter and 0.3 m in depth. It was circular in 
shape, concave in profile and sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. It was filled 
by a dark greyish black pebbley silt (311).
Interpretation
The linear gully may represent a foundation trench for a rectangular shaped structure 
possibly associated with the circular house as described in group 2. The fact that the gully 
has a substantial width indicates that this structure may have been large in nature. The 
earlier postholes [308] and [310] appear to represent an earlier phase of construction as-
sociated with this structure, suggesting that the gully [301] may represent reconstruction.

Subgroup {6002} Later postholes
List of Contexts; C. [303], 304, [353], 354
Description
Posthole [303] truncated the linear feature [301] along the southern edge. It measured 1 
m in length, 0.7 m in width and 0.3 m in depth. It was oval in shape, concave in profile 
and sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. It was filled by a firm mid brownish 
grey pebbley silt (304).

Posthole [353] was located 0.3 m south of linear [301]. It measured 0.7 m in length, 
0.5 m in width and 0.6 m in depth. It was irregular in shape, concave in profile and had 
steeply sloping sides. It was filled by a compact mid greyish brown silty sand (354).
Interpretation
These postholes represent a later phase of construction. Posthole [303] truncates the linear 
gully and posthole [353] is aligned with it against the gully. These features possibly indi-
cate a third phase of construction associated with this building. This may represent a long 
sequence of occupation or possible seasonal migration to this area.

Subgroup {6003} Pit
List of Contexts; C. [307], 312, 313
Description
Pit [307] was located 0.72 m north of linear [301]. It measured 1.42 m in length, 1.18 m 
in width and 0.42 m in depth. It was oval in shape, flat in profile and sides varied from 
steep to vertical in gradient. The primary fill was a compact dark greyish black silty sand 
(313) and the secondary fill was a compact mid greyish brown silty sand (312).
Interpretation
This pit represents possible activity or occupation associated with the structure defined by 
subgroups {6001} and {6002}. Due to the proximity of the pit to the structural features 
it may suggest that the interior of the structure lay to the north. However, as there is no 
archaeological material within the fills of this pit it is difficult to determine a date or func-
tion for this feature.
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Group 7 Features To South East Of House
This group describes a group of pits and postholes that are located to the south and south-
east of the circular house as described in group 2.

Subgroup {7001} Group of small pits
List of Contexts; C.[346], 366, 367, 368, 369, 370, [372], 375, [389], 398, [390], 392, [391], 
393
Description 
Five pits were located in very close proximity to one another, approximately 7.5 m to the 
south of the circular house.

Pit [346] measured 1.44 m in length, 1.42 m in width and 0.42 m in depth. It was 
sub-rectangular in shape, flat in profile and sides varied from steep to vertical in gradient. 
It was filled by five deposits. The primary deposits were a compact mid orange silty sand 
(370) and a compact dark grey silty sand (368). The second deposit was a compact light 
pinkish white sand (369) and the third deposit was a compact dark greyish black sand 
(367). The final deposit was a compact mid brown sand (366).

Pit [372] measured 0.58 m in length, 0.46 m in width and 0.2 m in depth. It was oval 
in shape, flat in profile and sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. It was filled 
by a compact mid grey sandy silt (375).

Pit [389] measured 0.9 m in length, 0.46 m in width and 0.2 m in depth. It was oval 
in shape, flat in profile and sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. It was filled 
by a compact dark grey silty sand (398).

Pit [390] measured 0.7 m in length, 0.5 m in width and 0.18 m in depth. It was sub-
circular in plan, flat in profile and had steeply sloping sides. It was filled by a compact mid 
grey silty sand (392).

Pit [391] measured 0.62 m in length, 0.32 m in width and 0.34 m in depth. It was 
circular in shape, tapered rounded point in profile and had steeply sloping sides. It was 
filled by a compact dark grey silty sand (393).
Interpretation
The proximity of these pits to one another possibly indicates a relationship between them. 
They may have represented an area of a single type of activity. They may have also had 
a relationship with the pits described in subgroup {7002} due to their proximity. How-
ever, without further information it is difficult to determine the date or function of these 
features.

Subgroup {7002} Pits
List of Contexts; C.[255], 256, 259, [257], 258, 260, [263], 264, [268], 269, 272, [273], 265, 
[274], [275], 277, 278, 279, [276], 286, [283], 288, [405], 406, 407.
Description
Ten pits were located to the south-east of the circular house.
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Pit [255] was the most northern of these ten feature. It measured 1.22 m in length, 
0.63 m in width and 0.3 m in depth. It was oval in shape, flat in profile and had steeply 
sloping sides. The primary fill was a very soft mid pinkish brown sandy silt (259) and the 
secondary fill was a dark bluish black silt (256). Both fills contained occasional charcoal 
flecks inclusions.

Pit [405] was located approximately 2 m to the south-west of pit [255]. It measured 
0.44 m in length, 0.4 m in width and 0.4 m in depth. It was oval in plan, tapered blunt 
point in profile and sides varied from steep to vertical in gradient. The primary fill was a 
compact light brownish white silty sand (407) and the secondary fill was a compact mid 
grey silty sand (406). Occasional charcoal flecks were observed within this fill.

Pit [257] was located approximately 1.5 m south-west of pit [405]. It measured 0.9 m 
in length, 0.8 m in width and 0.18 m in depth. It was irregular in plan, concave in profile 
and sides varied from gentle to moderate in gradient. The primary fill was a firm light 
brownish grey pebbley silt (260) and the secondary fill was a firm black sandy silt (258) 
with moderate flecks and small pieces of charcoal inclusions.

Pit [263] was located 3.5 m south-west of pit [257]. It measured 0.8 m in length, 0.6 m 
in width and 0.3 m in depth. It was circular in shape with a flat profile and vertical sides. 
It was filled by a firm dark grey sandy silt (264).

Pit [268] was located 1 m south-west of pit [263]. It measured 1.52 m in length, 1.5 
m in width and 0.7 m in depth. It was sub-circular in shape, concave in profile and has 
steeply sloping sides. The primary fill was a firm dark greyish black silt (272) and the sec-
ondary fill was a compact mid brown sand (269). Both fills contained occasional charcoal 
fleck inclusions.

Pits [274] and [275] were located approximately 1.8 m to the south-west of pit [268]. 
Pit [274] measured 2.04 m in length, 1.84 m in width and 1 m in depth. It was sub-cir-
cular in shape with sides varying from steep to vertical in gradient. The primary fill was a 
firm dark black silt (279). Pit [275] measured 0.8 m in length, 0.6 m in width and 0.34 m 
in depth. It was oval in shape, concave in profile and had moderately steep sloping sides. 
Fills (277) and (278) filled both features. The earlier fill was amid brownish grey sandy silt 
(278) and the later fill was a mid brown sand (277).

Pit [283] was located approximately 0.8 m south of pits [274] and [275]. It measured 
1.9 m in length, 1.4 m in width and 0.4 m in depth. It was oval in shape, flat in profile 
and sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. It was filled by a soft mid greyish 
brown sandy stony silt (288).

Pit [273] was located approximately 5 m west of pit [257]. It measured 0.6 m in length, 
0.5 m in width and 0.08 m in depth. It was circular in shape and sides varied from gentle 
to moderate in gradient. It was filled by a firm light brownish grey pebbley silt (265).

Pit [276] was located approximately 7 m west of pit [263]. It measured 1.6 m in length, 
1 m in width and 0.2 m in depth. It was sub-rectangular in shape, flat in profile and sides 
varied from gentle to moderate in gradient. It was filled by a firm mid greyish brown peb-
bley clay (286).

Interpretation
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These ten pits were probably related to the occupation of the circular house. Four of the 
ten pits contained charcoal indicating activity, however, no evidence of in-situ burn-
ing or industrial activity was observed. While they may have formed a linear boundary 
similar to the features described in groups 4 and 5, they were more substantial than the 
features discussed here. Without further evidence we cannot determine function or date 
for certain.

Subgroup {7003} Stakehole
List of Contexts; C.[481], 482.
Description
A single stakehole was located approximately 8.5 m east of the circular house. IT meas-
ured 0.36 m in length, 0.21 m in width and 0.17 m in depth. It was oval in shape, concave 
in profile and had steeply sloping sides. It was filled by a loose dark black silty sand (482) 
with frequent flecks of charcoal inclusions.
Interpretation
This stakehole represents the only structural feature in the immediate area. While the cir-
cular house lies to the west and the ancillary structure to the north, these are at too great 
of a distance to be directly related to the stakehole. It may have formed part of structure 
related to the pits described in subgroup {7002} as they both have similar charcoal inclu-
sions within their fills. There is not enough information available to positively identify the 
function of this feature.

Group 8 Pits
This group describes the isolated pits observed across areas A and B.

Subgroup {8001} Area A
List of Contexts; C.126, 127, 128, 129, 130, [131], 91, 134, 135, 136, [137], 90, [138]
Description 
Three pits were located in Area A.

Pit [131] was located approximately 1.8 m north-west of field boundary [133] as de-
scribed in group 9. It measured 2.35 m in length, 1.2 m in width and 0.9 m in depth. It 
was irregular in shape and had vertically sloping sides. It was filled by five deposits. The 
primary deposit was a compact mid grey pebbley sand (130) and the secondary deposit 
was a firm mid grey silty clay (129). Small pieces of charcoal were observed in this fill. The 
third deposit was a mid brownish grey silty clay (128) with small pieces of charcoal inclu-
sions and the fourth deposit was a firm mid grey silty clay (127). The final deposit was a 
dark brownish black silty sand (126) with moderate flecks and small pieces of charcoal 
inclusions.

Pit [137] was located 3.9 m to the south-west of pit [131]. It measured 1.67 m in width 
and 0.57 m in depth. It was irregular in shape with sides varying from gentle to moderate 
in gradient. It contained four fills. The primary fill was a mid grey silty sand (91) with 
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occasional flecks of charcoal inclusions. The secondary fill was a compact mid grey stony 
sand (136) with burnt stone inclusions. The third fill was a compact dark brown silty sand 
(135) with frequent charcoal fleck inclusions and the final fill was a mid brown silty sand 
(134).

Pit [138] was located 1.68 m south-west of pit [131]. It measured 0.66 m in length, 
0.62 m in width and 0.18 m in depth. It was circular in plan with a flat profile and sides 
varying from moderate to steep in gradient. It was filled by a dark yellowish brown silty 
stony sand (90).
Interpretation
The burnt stone and charcoal inclusions within the fills of these pits suggest in-situ burn-
ing and possible occupation of this area. However, the proximity of these features to 
agricultural activity, namely furrows and field boundaries, suggests a more modern date 
and possibly a related agricultural function. Without further evidence the exact date or 
function of these pits is difficult to determine.

Subgroup {8002} Area B
List of Contexts; C.31, 32, 33, [34], 43, [44], 54, 55, [56], 59, 60, 57, [58], 61, 62, 63, 64, 
[66], 67, 68, 70, [69], 73, [74], 75, 76, [77], 78, 79, [80], 86, [87], 88, [89], 93, 94, 95, [96], 
103, [104]
Description

Context Number Dimensions (m)

34 1.22 x 0.98 x 0.54

44 1.6 x 0.2

56 1.3 x 1 x 0.72

58 0.94 x 0.5 x 0.06

66 1.65 X 1 X 0.5

69 0.6 x 0.5 x 0.23

74 0.66 x 0.54 x 0.21

77 0.54 x 0.4 x 0.25

80 0.7 x 0.4 x 0.18

87 1 x 0.9 x 0.37

89 0.25 x 0.19 x 0.1

96 0.58 x 0.55 x 0.3

104 1.16 x 0.59 x 0.09

Table	2:	Dimensions	of	Pits	from	Area	B

Thirteen pits were discovered across Area B. These features varied greatly in length, width 
and depth, as seen in the above table. They varied in shape from oval to sub-rectangular 
and varied in profile from flat to concave. The sides of the features varied from moderate 
to vertical in gradient. The fills of these features varied in colour from mid grey to dark 
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black and were in general sandy in composition. Charcoal inclusions were discovered in 
the fills of three of the pits. Clay pipe fragments were discovered in the fills of pits [44], 
[74] and [104]. A post-medieval pottery sherd was discovered in the fill of [80] and a post-
medieval glass shard was discovered in the fill of [77].
Interpretation
The charcoal inclusions within the fills of some of these pits suggest an area of occupation. 
However, as these features lie in close proximity to a densely populated field system, con-
sisting of multiple furrows and field boundaries, this burning probably originated from an 
agricultural function. The multiple post-medieval finds within the fills of these features 
suggests a modern date for these pits.

Group 9 Field Boundaries
This group describes nine field boundaries uncovered in Areas A, B, C and E. 

Subgroup {9001} Area A 
List of Contexts; C.132, [133]
Description 
A single field boundary was uncovered in Area A. It was orientated north-east to south-
west and measured 1.1 m in width and 0.22 m in width. It was linear in shape with a flat 
profile and moderately steep sides. It was filled by a dark greyish brown sand (132). A piece 
of post-medieval pottery was recovered from this fill.

Subgroup {9002} Area B
List of Contexts; C. 21, [22], 23, 24, 25, 26, [27], 35, [36], 37, 39, [40], 41, [42].
Description
Five field boundaries were discovered in Area B. Two boundaries were orientated north-
west to south-east and three boundaries were orientated north-east to south-west. These 
boundaries varied in width from 0.7 m to 2.85 m and varied in depth from 0.02 m to 0.43 
m. They were all linear in shape, flat to concave in profile and sides varied from gentle to 
steep in gradient. The fills of these boundaries varied in colour from light orangish brown 
to dark black and were, in general, pebbley sand in composition.

Subgroup {9003} Area C
List of Contexts; C. 109, 110, 111, [112]
Description
A single field boundary was discovered in Area C. It was linear in shape and was orien-
tated north-east to south-west. It measured 1.3 m in width and 0.45 m in depth. It was 
concave in profile and had moderate to steeply sloping sides. It was filled by three depos-
its. The primary deposit was a firm mid yellowish brown silt (111), the secondary deposit 
was a firm mid yellowish brown sandy silt (110) and the final deposit was a firm dark 
greyish brown clayey silt (109).
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Subgroup {9004} Area E
List of Contexts; C. 19, 90, [20], 421, 422, 423, 424, [425], 427, 428, 429.
Description
Two parallel field boundaries were discovered in Area E. Field boundary [20] measured 
2 m in width and 0.42 m in depth. It was linear in shape with a concave profile and 
moderately sloping sides. Its primary fill was a mid reddish yellow sandy clay (90) and its 
secondary fill was a mid brown sandy clay (19). Field boundary [425] measured 4.4 m in 
width and 0.9 m in depth. It was linear in shape with a concave profile and gently sloping 
sides. It was filled by seven deposits. They varied in colour from mid yellow to dark brown 
and varied in composition from a pebbley sand to a sandy silt. 
Interpretation
These field boundaries represent the divisions of field systems in this area. Without fur-
ther information we cannot state whether these boundaries represent several phases of 
changing field divisions or whether they were all contemporary in date. The post-medie-
val pottery from the fill of boundary [133] suggests a fairly modern date for these features.

GROUP 10    AGRICULTURAL FURROWS
This group describes the agricultural furrows identified in Areas A and B. 

Subgroup {10001} Furrows in Area A
List of Contexts; C. 119, 120, [121], 122, [123], 124, [125].
Description 
Three parallel lines of furrows were uncovered in Area A. They were all linear in shape 
and were orientated north-west to south-east. They varied in width from 0.43 m to 0.84 m 
and varied in depth from 0.08 m to 0.1 m. The fills of the furrows ranged from mid grey 
to dark reddish brown in colour and were, in general, silty sand in composition. A piece 
of plastic was found in fill (119), the second deposit within furrow [121].

Subgroup {10002} Furrows in Area B
List of Contexts; C. 113, [114], 115, [116], 117, 118.
Description
Four lines of furrows were uncovered in Area B. Furrows [114], 117 and 118 were orien-
tated north to south and furrow [116] was orientated east to west. They varied in width 
from 0.24 m to 0.48 m and varied in depth from 0.05 m to 0.1 m. The fills of the furrows 
were in general mid grey in colour and a silty sand in composition. 
Interpretation
These features represent several phases of agricultural activity. The varying orientation 
of these features suggests agricultural furrows that have fallen out of use and have been 
replaced over time, possibly due to changes in land use. The plastic material in the upper 
fill of furrow [121] suggests that the line of furrows in Area A have fallen out of use fairly 
recently.
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GROUP 11 NATURAL FEATURES
This group describes the naturally occurring features uncovered in Areas B and F.

Subgroup {11001} Natural Features in Area B
List of Contexts; C. 28, 29, [30], 45, [46], 47, 48, 49, [50], 71, [72], 81, [82], 83, 84, [85], 
97, 98, 99, [100], 101, [102], 105, [106], 107, [108].
Description 

Context number Dimensions (m)

30 7.25 x 2.04 x 0.28

46 0.7 x 0.6 x 0.68

50 13.44 x 1.6 x 0.22

72 0.6 x 0.54 x 0.32

82 1.24 x 0.8 x 0.24

85 1 x 0.55 x 0.38

100 0.9 x 0.65 x 0.16

102 1 x 0.58 x 0.36

106 0.5 x 0.46 x 0.48

108 1.35 x 0.88 x 0.22

Table	3:	Dimensions	of	Natural	Features	from	Area	B

This subgroup describes ten natural features observed in Area B. These features varied 
greatly in length, width and depth, as seen in the table above. They varied from oval in ir-
regular in shape and varied from flat to irregular in profile. The sides varied from gentle to 
vertical in gradient. The fills of these features varied in colour from light yellowish brown 
to dark grey and were sandy in composition.

Subgroup {11002} Natural Features in Area F
List of Contexts; C. [247], 248, [434], 435, 436, 437, 438, [362], 349.
Description
This subgroup describes three natural features observed in Area F.

Features [247] and [434] were located approximately 1.5 metres to the east of the cir-
cular house. Feature [247] measured 0.8 m in length, 0.3 m in width and 0.06 m in depth. 
It was irregular in shape with sides varying from gentle to steep in gradient. It was filled 
by a firm dark greyish brown sandy silt (248). Feature [434] measured 0.78 m in length, 
0.6 m in width and 0.3 m in depth. It was oval in shape with a flat profile and steeply slop-
ing sides. It was filled by four deposits which included charcoal flecks and post-medieval 
pottery.
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Feature [362] was located to the south-west of the circular house. It measured 0.48 m 
in length, 0.32 m in width and 0.2 m in depth. It was oval in shape and irregular in profile 
with moderately sloping sides. It was filled by a compact mid greyish brown sand (349).
Interpretation
The irregularity in shape, the lack of depth and sterile fills of these features suggests that 
they are natural. Only one feature, [434], contained any archaeological material repre-
sented by charcoal and post-medieval pottery. This is likely to be recent in date and has 
probably been buried to back fill this natural feature

Group 12 Miscellaneous Features
This group describes the isolated features in Areas E and F. Due to their isolated locations 
they could not be grouped with any other archaeological features.

Subgroup {12001} Features
List of Contexts; C.[249], 250, 253, 254, [251], 252, [296], 297, 300, [298], 299, [322], 338, 
339, [420], 483, [401], 402, [408], 409, 411, [426], 430, 431, 432.
Description 
Nine pits were uncovered in areas E and F.

Pits [249] and [251] were located approximately 2 m to the north of the small structure 
described in group 3.

Pit [249] measured 1.1 m in length, 0.8 m in width and 0.4 m in depth. It was oval 
in shape, concave in profile and had moderately steep sloping sides. It was filled by three 
deposits. The primary deposit was a firm mid brown pebbley silt (254), the secondary 
deposit was a soft light brownish grey sandy silt (253) and the last deposit was a compact 
dark brownish grey sandy silt (250). Frequent small and occasional medium pieces of 
charcoal were observed within this fill.

Pit [251] measured 1.08 m in length 0.88 m in width and 0.3 m in depth. It was oval 
in plan, concave in profile and had moderately steep sloping sides. It was filled by a very 
soft dark bluish black silt (252) with occasional flecks of charcoal.

Pits [296] and [298] were located approximately 2.5 m north of the linear alignment 
of pits described in group 5.

Pit [296] measured 1 m in diameter and 0.6 m in depth. It was sub-circular in plan, 
with a concave profile and vertically sloping sides. The primary fill was a firm dark black 
sandy silt (300) and the secondary fill was a firm mid brownish grey sandy silt (297). A 
sherd of post-medieval pottery was recovered from fill (300).

Pit [298] measured 0.6 m in diameter and 0.4 m in depth. It was sub-circular in plan, 
concave in profile and sides varied from moderate to steep in gradient. It was filled by a 
stiff mid grey pebbley silt (299) from which post-medieval pottery was recovered.

Pit [322] was located approximately 2.5 m south-east of the structural features de-
scribed in group 6. It measured 1.33 m in length, 1 m in width and 0.54 m in depth. It 
was oval in shape, concave in profile and had steeply sloping sides. The primary fill was 
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a compact mid greyish brown stony sand (339) and the secondary fill was a mid greyish 
brown silty sand (338).

Pit [408] was located approximately 13 m west of the circular house. It measured 2 m 
in length, 1.9 m in width and 0.5 m in depth. It was irregular in shape and sides varied 
from gentle to moderate in gradient. The primary fill was a firm light yellowish brown 
sandy clay (411) and the secondary fill was a firm mid brown stony silt (409).

Pit [401] was located to the north of Area E. It measured 2.7 m in length, 0.7 m in 
width and 0.16 m in depth. It was oval in plan flat in profile and sides varied from gen-
tle to moderate in gradient. It was filled by a compact dark brown silty sand (401) from 
which post-medieval pottery was recovered.

Pits [420] and [426] were located in Area E in association with field boundary [425]. 
Pit [420] measured 1.45 m in length, 1.1 m in width and 0.3 m in depth. It was sub-circu-
lar in shape with a concave profile and gently sloping sides. It was filled by a compact dark 
brown silty sand (483). Pit [426] measured 2.14 m in length, 1.5 m in width and 0.5 m in 
depth. It was sub-circular in shape with a flat profile and gently sloping sides. The primary 
fill was a soft mid brownish yellow clayey stony silt (432), the secondary fill was a compact 
mid brown stony sand (431) and the final fill was a compact dark brown sand (430).
Interpretation
These pits represent a group of features that did not share a relationship with any of the 
other archaeology in the area. While post-medieval pottery suggests that three of the nine 
pits were late in date, there is little other evidence to suggest date or function for these 
features. It is for this reason that they could not be grouped with any of the other features 
on site.

Subgroup {12002} Layers
List of Contexts; C.416, 417, 418, 419
Description
Four layers of material were discovered to the west of Area F. They measured 4.3 m in 
length, 3.9 m in width and 0.2 m in depth. Layer (419) was a mid orangish red clay and 
was the primary deposit in this area. It was overlain by a compact light greyish brown 
silty sand (418) with occasional charcoal fleck inclusions. This in turn was overlain by a 
compact dark greyish black silty sand (417). The final deposit was a compact mid greyish 
black silty sand (416).
Interpretation
The composition of these four layers possibly suggests occupation involving burning in 
this area of the site. However, due to the lack of evidence produced from these contexts 
and the fact they cannot be related to any other archaeological features in this area their 
exact function or date is difficult to determine.
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B 1 1 Ceramic Clay pipe Stem  24/10/2006 TW
B 1 2 Ceramic Pottery Rim sherd Transfer printed ware 

(19th/20th Century)
24/10/2006 TW

B 1 3 Ceramic Pottery Base sherd Slipware (19th/20th 
Century)

24/10/2006 TW

F 6 1 Ceramic Pottery Body sherd Glazed red earthen-
ware (19th Century)

09/10/2006 TW

F 6 2 Ceramic Pottery Body sherd Slipware (19th/20th 
Century)

29/01/2007 TW

B 35 1 Metal Iron Nail Corroded nail - stem 
3cm (L) head 5cm 
(W)

18/10/2006 JA

B 43 1 Ceramic Clay pipe Stem  18/10/2006 TW
B 73 1 Ceramic Clay pipe Stem  23/10/2006  
B 76 1 Glass Bottle Fragment Olive green glass 23/10/2006  
B 103 1 Ceramic Clay pipe Stem  25/10/2006 JA
C 109 1 Glass Bottle Fragment Olive green glass 27/10/2006 YG
F 284 1 Stone Siltstone? Tool? Probable percussion 

tool
25/01/2007  

F 299 1 Ceramic Pottery Body sherd Slipware (19th/20th 
Century)

29/01/2007 JA

F 300 1 Ceramic Pottery Rim sherd Pearlware (19th 
Century)

29/01/2007 JA

F 355 1 Stone Sand-
stone?

Tool?  07/02/2007 RP

F 435 1 Ceramic Pottery Body sherd Pearlware (19th 
Century)

23/02/2007 YG

F 461 1 Ceramic Clay pipe Stem  28/02/2007 RP
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Appendix 5 Finds Catalogue

Stone Finds
Tool (E2410:284:1) L. 122.3 mm, D. (of shank) 65.94 mm. Col. 2.5Y 4/1 dark reddish 

grey. Probable siltstone. Oval in shape with a flat end. Presents ferrous stains. Circular in 
section. Possible percussion tool.

Tool?(E2410:355:1) L. 187.4 mm, W. 72.48 mm., Th. 57.58mm. Col. 7.5YR 5/3 brown. 
Probable sandstone. Elongated and slightly bent in shape. Square in section. 

Metal Finds

Iron

Nail (E2410:35:1) Fe. L. 35.82 mm, Th. (of shank) 5.02 mm. Incomplete. Headless. 
Shank bent, rectangular in section. Corroded.

Glass
Two fragments (E2430:76:1&E2430:109:1) of bottle glass (col. 5Y 3/2, dark olive gray), 

both modern in date, were recovered on site.

Clay Pipe
Stem (E2430:1:1) L. 31.4 mm, D. 7.78 mm. Incomplete. 
Stem (E2430:103:1) L. 26.18 mm, D. 7.04 mm. Incomplete. 
Stem (E2430:461:1) L. 34.65 mm, D. 5.32 mm. Incomplete. 
Stem (E2430:43:1) L. 27.95 mm, D. 10.15 mm. Incomplete. 
Stem (E2430:73:1) L. 46.66 mm, D. 8.46 mm. Incomplete. 

Modern Pottery
A total of seven sherds of modern pottery were found on site.
Pearlware
Two body sherds (E2430:300:1 & E2430:435:1). 
Glazed red earthenware
One bowl body sherd from C.6.
Slipware
Two body sherds (E2430:6:2 & E2430:299:1) and one base sherd (E2430:1:3). 
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Co. No. Find No. Type Dating Form
1 2

3
Transfer printed ware
Slipware

19th /20th 

19th /20th 
Plate
Bowl?

6 1
2

Glazed red earthenware
Slipware 

19th

19th/20th
Bowl
Plate

299 1 Slipware 19th/20th

300 1 Pearlware 19th Plate
435 1 Pearlware 19th Cup
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Appendix 6 Plant remains

By Mary Dillon

Introduction
The site was situated in the townland of Kilshanny, Kilcrumper, Co. Cork. It consisted of 
an area of Bronze Age habitation that included a circular house, two associated structures 
and an enclosing component. This site also included the remains of a post-medieval field 
system. This report deals with the charred plant remains retrieved from the site and looks 
at the information produced on environment, agricultural practices and diet. 

Methodology
Bulk soil samples were collected on site and were processed post-excavation using a sim-
ple flotation method. Each sample was saturated in water to allow the carbonised plant 
material to float. This was then poured off into a series of sieves (1mm and 250µm), trap-
ping the ‘flot’ (floating material) which was air-dried and stored in air-tight plastic bags. 
The flots were sorted and scanned for plant material and charcoal using a low-powered 
binocular microscope (magnification x10 to x40). Nomenclature and taxonomic orders 
follow Stace (1997). 

Results
The samples from Kilshanny 1 were taken from Areas A and B where post-medieval agri-
cultural features and pits were excavated. A total of 54 samples were scanned and 11 were 
found to have small quantities plant remains (Table 1). Cereals made up the majority of 
the assemblage. They were found in 9 of samples. Wheat (34%), barley (27%) and rye (6%) 
were identified. The remaining cereals were not identifiable. Weed seeds were also com-
mon and were present in 8 samples.

The remains from Area A were very sparse and badly preserved (Table 1). Indetermi-
nate cereal grains (Ceralia) and some indeterminate weed seeds were found. The small 
amount of plant remains from this part of the site means that it is very difficult to 

Cereals were more prevalent in the samples from Area B, and they included wheat 
(mostly bread wheat), barley and a small amount of rye (Figure 1). This assemblage, in 
particular the presence of bread wheat and rye, is typical of a later Medieval to post-
medieval date.
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Barley
40%

Rye  
10%

Wheat
50%

Figure	1:	Identifiable	cereal	grains	from	Kilshanny	1,	Co�	Cork	(E2430)

Summary
Although no radiocarbon dates have been returned for Kilshanny 1 at the time of writing, 
Areas A and B were interpreted on site as the remains of a post- Medieval field system. The 
plant remains from these contexts demonstrated that wheat, barley and rye formed part 
of the plant economy at the site. 
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Feature type Pit Pit Pit  
Areas A A A  
Context                  90 127 136 38
Sample                  76 77 170 36
Indeterminate seeds from the goosefoot family (Chenopodiaceae)    1
Black bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus (L.( Á Löve)  1  1
Meadow/Creeping Buttercup (Ranunculus acris/repens L.)    1
Plantain (Plantago L. species)    1
Indeterminate seeds from the sedge family (Cyperaceae)    1
Indeterminate cereal grains 1  2 5
Indeterminate weed seeds  1   

Table	1:	Plant	remains	from	Area	A	and	miscellaneous	features	in	Kilshanny	1,	Co�	Cork	(E2430)

Feature type Pit Pit Pit Pit Pit Pit Pit
Areas B B B B B B B
Context                  62 75 76 78 79 93 103
Sample                  28 49 50 51 52 39 43
Indeterminate seeds from the goosefoot family 
(Chenopodiaceae)

 1 1   3  

Probable Sheep’s sorrel (Rumex cf acetosella L.)     3  1
Indeterminate seeds from the Knotgrass family 
(Polygonaceae)

 2  2 6   

Wild radish (Raphanus raphanistrum L.) capsule     2   
Hawthorn: haw stones (Crataegus monogyna Jacq.)     1   
Black bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus (L.) Á Löve)    1    
Meadow/Creeping Buttercup (Ranunculus acris/repens L.)   1     
Cleavers (Galium aparine L.)      1  
Pale persicaria (Persicaria lapathifolia (L.) Gray)    2    
Sedges (Carex L. species)     1   
Sow-thistle (Sonchus spp.)    1    
Indeterminate seeds from the daisy family (Asteraceae)  1      
Barley grains (Hordeum vulgare L.)  10  1 2   
Naked barley (Hordeum vulgare var. nudum L.)   6    10
Barley rachis internodes  2      
Rye grains (Secale cereale)     5  2
Free threshing wheat (Triticum aestivum L./turgidum Desf./
durum L.)

   10    

Wheat rachis internodes (Triticum aestivum L.)  1      
Wheat grains (Triticum L. species)  8   10  8
Indeterminate cereal grains 2 7 5 3 7  3
Rachis internodes from indeterminate cereals  2      
Indeterminate grasses, oat type   2     
Indeterminate weed seeds  2      

Table	2:	Plant	remains	from	Area	B	at	Kilshanny	1,	Co�	Cork	(E2430)
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