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Summary
The excavation of Derrybane 2 recorded Bronze Age domestic and funerary activity in
the form of a series of cremation pits, three structures and associated post-holes, hearths,
pits and stake-holes. Area 1 measured 41 m north-south by 45 m east-west and Area 2
measured 44 m north-south by 318 m east-west. Excavation of the western end of the site
revealed four cremation pits and eight pits that appeared to be associated with the funerary activity. A further two pits, a hearth, two post-holes and a linear cut were also excavated in this area. Excavation in the central section of the site revealed three post-built
circular structures. The largest building (Structure 1) comprised a ring of eight post-holes
and two small slot trenches with an entrance/porch at the south-east and was dated to the
Late Bronze Age. The smallest structure was dated to the Early Bronze Age. In the eastern
extent of Area 2 18 pits containing cremated human remains were excavated. The rim of
an inverted urn (E3591:704:1-19) was recovered from one of the cremation pits. A further
15 pits were interspersed within the group of pits containing cremations. The cremations
were dated to the Middle Bronze Age.
Road project name
Site name
E no.
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Scope of the project

Eachtra Archaeological Projects were commissioned by Laois County Council and the
National Roads Authority to undertake archaeological works along 17.1 km (Contact
1) of the 35km N7 Castletown to Nenagh (Derrinsallagh to Ballintotty) national road
scheme (EIS approved in November 2005). The scheme runs from the eastern junction
of the present N7 Nenagh Bypass, North Tipperary a tie in to the M7/M8 PortlaoiseCastletown scheme to the south of Borris-in-Ossory in County Laois. The scheme is approximately 191 hectares. Contract 1 comprises the western half of the scheme and runs
from Clashnevin to Castleroan passing along the Tipperary North and Offaly county
border regions. The Ministers Direction Number is A38.
It was funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 20002006. The total archaeological cost was administered by the National Roads Authority
through Laois County Council as part of the Authority’s commitment to protecting our
cultural heritage. The purpose of the archaeological services project was to conduct archaeological site investigations within the lands made available for the scheme and to
assess the nature and extent of any new potential archaeological sites uncovered.
Phase 1 of the project (archaeological testing of the route) was carried out in 2007
under licence E3371, E3372 and E3375-8 issued by Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) in consultation with the National Museum of
Ireland. The principal aim of this phase of the project was to test for any previously unknown sites by a programme of centreline and offset testing and to test sites of archaeological potential identified in the EIS.
Phase 2 of the project (resolution) involved the resolution of all archaeological sites
identified within the proposed road corridor prior to commencement of the construction
of the road. This phase of the project was carried out from June 2007 to February 2008
and excavations were conducted under the management of a Senior Archaeologist. A total
of 27 sites were excavated during this phase of works under separate licences issued by
DoEHLG.
A post-excavation assessment and strategy document was prepared in Phase 3 of the
project to present a management strategy for dealing with post-excavation work arising from archaeological works along the route of the new N7 Castletown to Nenagh. It
included a proposal for post-excavation and archiving work and a budget for the works.

2

Route location

The route of the N7 Castletown to Nenagh road is located in Counties North Tipperary
and Offaly (OF) (Figure 1). The project (Contract 1) involves the construction of c. 17.5
km of the N7 from Clashnevin east of Nenagh to Castleroan south-east of Dunkerrin. It
passes through the townlands of Clashnevin, Derrybane, Newtown, Lissanisky, Killeisk,
Garavally, Derrycarney, Garrynafanna, Gortnadrumman, Kilgorteen, Falleen, Knockane, Clash, Park, Rosdremid (OF), Clynoe (OF), Cullenwaine, Moneygall, Greenhills,
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Figure 1: The route of the N7 Castletown to Nenagh overlain on the Ordnance Survey Discovery Series map. 
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Drumbaun, Busherstown (OF), Drumroe (OF), Moatquarter, Loughan (OF) and Castleroan (OF). The townlands are located in the parishes of Ballymackey, Cullenwaine,
Castletownely, Rathnaveoge, Finglas and Dunkerrin and the baronies of Upper Ormond,
Ikerrin and Clonisk,
The route begins at the eastern end of the Nenagh bypass at Clashnevin c. 5 km east
of Nenagh and continues eastward on the northern side of the existing N7 in Co. Tipperary. It crosses a number of third class roads to the north of Toomyvara and 0.7 km
east of Clash crossroads crosses the Ollatrim River. It extends into County Offaly directly
east of Park. From here it crosses the R490 0.6 km north of Moneygall. It extends back
in County Tipperary and through the demesne of Greenhills before crossing the existing
N7 at the junction of Greenhills and Drumbaun townlands. It crosses back into County
Offaly and climbs east into Busherstown and Drumroe. It crosses the Keeloge Stream
into Moatquarter in County Tipperary and extends northeast back into County Offaly
through the townlands of Loughan and Castleroan 1.4 km southwest of Dunkerrin.

3

Receiving environment

North Tipperary is bounded on the west by the River Shannon and Lough Derg with
the Silvermines, to the south, and small hills extending towards Devilsbit and Borrisnoe
Mountains to the east. The mountains are composed largely of Silurian strata and Old
Red Sandstone. Copper, silver and lead deposits have been mined in the Silvermines. The
geology of the lowlands consists of Carboniferous limestone covered by glacial drift in
addition to tracts of raised bog.
The western portion of the study area is drained by the Ollatrim River which flows
westwards into the River Ballintotty which in turns drains into the River Nenagh. The
eastern portion is drained by the Keeloge Stream and other small water sources. These rise
in the foothills of the Silvermine Mountains and flow north. The Keeloge drains into the
Little Brosna River c. 1 km south of Shinrone, Co Offaly. The Brosna turns north and
drains into the Shannon south of Banagher.
The largest population centre in the area is Nenagh. The smaller population centres,
are Toomyvara, Moneygall and Dunkerrin.
The soils on the route are characterised by 80% grey brown podzolics, 10% gleys, 5%
brown earths and 5% basis peat. They are derived from glacial till of predominantly Carboniferous limestone composition. These soils occur in Tipperary and Offaly and have a
wide use range being suitable for both tillage and pasture (Gardiner and Radford 1980,
97-99). Land use along the route was a mix of grassland devoted to intensive dairying and
cattle-rearing and tillage.

3
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Archaeological and historical background

Archaeological sites of numerous periods were discovered along the route of the new road
(Figure 2). The periods are referred to as follows: Mesolithic (c. 8000 to 4000 BC), Neolithic (c. 4000 to 2000 BC), Bronze Age (c. 2000 to 600 BC), and Iron Age (c. 500 BC
to AD 500), early medieval period (c. AD 500 to 1100), medieval period (c. AD 1100 to
1650), post-medieval period (c. AD 1650 to the present).

Mesolithic (c. 8000 to 4000 BC)
The earliest known human settlement in Ireland dates from the Mesolithic period (c.
8000 BC - 4000 BC). The majority of the evidence (flint scatters) for Mesolithic occupation has come from the river valleys. No evidence for the Mesolithic was recorded on the
route.

Neolithic (c. 4000 to 2000 BC)
The Neolithic Period is characterised by the introduction of agriculture and the beginnings of the clearance of the woodlands. The population increased and became more
sedentary in nature. The most important Neolithic site in the vicinity was at Tullahedy
recorded on the route of the Nenagh by-pass. It was a specialist chert arrow manufacturing site.
No evidence for a Neolithic site was recorded on the route but stone tools dating to
the Neolithic were recorded at Busherstown E3661, Clash E3660, Cullenwaine E3741
and Greenhills 2 and 3 E3637 and E3658. Stone tools dating to the late Neolithic/Early
Bronze Age were recorded at Busherstown E3661, Castleroan E3909, Cullenwaine E3741,
Derrybane 1 E3585, Drumroe E3773, Greenhills 1 E3638 and Moatquarter E3910. Neolithic pottery was recorded at Cullenwaine E3741 and Drumbaun E3912.

Bronze Age (c. 2000 to 600BC)
The Bronze Age is characterised by the introduction of metallurgy and an increase in
settlement and burial sites. Copper ores were mined and copper, bronze and gold items
manufactured. The range of burial site types includes cist graves, pit and urn burials,
cremation cemeteries, barrows, ring-ditches and wedge tombs. Stone circles and standing stones also date to the Bronze Age. Both enclosed and unenclosed settlement sites
are known. The most prolific Bronze Age site type is the fulacht fiadh. These monuments
survive as low mounds of charcoal rich black silt, packed with heat-shattered stones, and
generally situated close to a water source. Fulachta fiadh are generally classified as ‘cooking places’, whereby stones were heated in a hearth and subsequently placed in a trough
of water, the water continued to boil with the addition of hot stones and wrapped food
was cooked within the hot water. The trough eventually filled with small stones, ash and
charcoal that were removed, forming the basis of the familiar mound.
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Two new fulachta fiadh or burnt mounds were recorded at Clashnevin 1 E3586, Cullenwaine E3741 and six at three separate locations in Greenhills, E3638, E3637 and E3658.
Evidence of nine roundhouses or partial round structures were recorded; two at Castleroan E3909, Derrybane 2 E3591 and Drumbaun 2 E3912 and one at Clash E3660,
Drumroe E3773 and Moatquarter E3910.

Iron Age (c. 500 BC to AD 500)
Upto recently there was little evidence of a significant Iron Age presence in Munster.
Settlement sites are few and far between as well as being difficult to identify (Woodman,
2000) while the material culture of this period is limited. Linear earthworks, believed
to have marked tribal boundaries, and hillforts are two of the most visible monuments
of the period. Ten percent of sites excavated on NRA road schemes in recent years have
produced Iron Age dates. The dates have led to the identification of 30 new Iron Age sites
in Munster from road schemes in counties Cork, Limerick and Tipperary (McLaughlin
2008, 51). These include a ditched enclosure in Ballywilliam and a wooden trackway in
Annaholty Bog excavated on the route of the N7 Nenagh-Limerick (Taylor 2008, 54).
Three Iron Age dates were returned from pits in Castleroan E3909 and Drumroe
E3773 on the route of the N7 Castletown to Nenagh (Contract 1).

Early medieval period (c. AD 400 to 1100)
The early medieval period is characterised by the arrival of Christianity to Ireland. The
characteristic monument type of the period is the ringfort. Ringforts are the most numerous archaeological monument found in Ireland, with estimates of between 30,000
and 50,000 illustrated on the first edition of the Ordnance Survey 6” maps of the 1840’s
(Barry 1987). As a result of continued research, the construction of these monuments has
a narrow date range during the early medieval period between the 7th and 9th centuries
AD. Although there are some very elaborate examples of ringforts, they often take the
form of a simple earth or stone enclosure functioning as settlements for all classes of secular society (Stout 1997).
North Tipperary is rich in early ecclesiastical sites and the remains of these religious
centres are at the core of some of the towns and villages. Roscrea, for example, was chosen
by St Cronan as a location for his monastery in the seventh century as it was located at
the crossroads on the Slighe Dála, an important roadway in early medieval times (NIAH
2006, 4-8).
Early medieval activity was recorded at five sites on the route of the N7 Castletown to
Nenagh (Contract 1). A series of corn-drying kilns were recorded at Busherstown E3661.
A denuded ringfort (OF046-013) was excavated at Clynoe 2 E3774. An area of ironworking and associated pits was recorded at Drumbaun E3912. Iron working activity,
corn-drying kilns and settlement activity was recorded at Park 1 E3659. A group of pits
and associated ditch were recorded at Drumroe E3773.
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High and later medieval periods (c. AD 1100 to 1650)
This period is characterized by the arrival of the Anglo-Normans and the building of tower houses. The Anglo-Normans obtained charters in the thirteenth century for the towns
of Nenagh, Roscrea, Thurles and Templemore and established markets. Nenagh grew
rapidly in the aftermath of the granting of the lands of Munster to Theobald fitzWalter in
1185 (ibid. 8). Moated sites represent the remains of isolated, semi-defended homesteads
in rural areas. They were build mainly in the late thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries in counties, such as Wexford, Kilkenny, Tipperary, mid-Cork and Limerick, that
were colonised by English settlers (O’Conor 1998, 58). The Archaeological Inventory for
North Tipperary lists 39 moated sites (2002, 298).
A medieval enclosure and associated field systems were recorded at Killeisk E3587. A
newly recorded moated site was excavated at Busherstown E3661. A series of ditches and
settlement activity was recorded at Park 1 E3659.

Post-medieval period (c. 1650 to the present).
The post-medieval period is characterised by mills, limekilns, workhouses, country
houses and associated demesnes, vernacular buildings and field systems (Figure 3). A
small Demesne associated with a county house was recorded at Greenhills.

5

Site location and Topography

The site at Derrybane 2 was located in the eastern portion of the townland (Figure 4). Derrybane townland ranges in height from 90m O.D. to 94m O.D. and contains 113 acres
of land. The townland name most likely refers to the whitish oak wood derived from Doire
meaning “oak wood” and Bane (Ban) meaning “whitish”. The townland is enclosed by a
national primary route (N7) to the south and by local tertiary roads to the north and east.
The townland boundary to the west comprises of a field boundary and a disused pathway.
In the south western corner of the townland there is no visible townland boundary as
it has been removed for 200 metres due to current agricultural practises. The townland
and the surrounding landscape is an undulating landscape with both tillage and pastoral
agricultural being the predominant land use. Due to current agricultural practises there
are no internal field boundaries within Derrybane townland in comparison to the First
Edition OS map sheet TN21 which shows fourteen fields (see Figure 3). There is a very
gentle gradient in the area of the excavation which sloped from east to west.
The underlying geology is Dinantian Lower Impure Limestone while the subsoil is
BminDW which is a limestone derived till. These grey brown podzolics and brown earths
are derived mainly from basis parent materials.
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Excavation methodology

The site was mechanically stripped of topsoil under strict archaeological supervision.
Stripping was done with a tracked machine with a flat toothless bucket. Topsoil stripping
commenced in the areas of identified archaeology and continued radially outward until
the limit of the road take was reached or until the limit of the archaeological remains
was fully defined. Two areas were stripped systemically. Area 1 measured approximately
1600sq metres. Forty metres east of Area 1 was Area 2 which encompassed an area of c
12500sq metres. A grid was set up in the excavation areas and all archaeological features
were sufficiently cleaned, recorded and excavated so as to enable an accurate and meaningful record of the site to be preserved. The excavation, environmental sampling, site
photographs, site drawings, find care and retrieval, on-site recording and site archive was
as per the Procedures for Archaeological works as attached to the licence method statements for excavation licences.
The site was excavated from 14 July 2007 to the 15 September 2007. Only areas within
the LMA (lands made available) were resolved.
The full record of excavated contexts is recorded in the context register and the stratigraphic matrix (Appendix 1). Detailed stratigraphic descriptions are found in the groups
and sub-groups text (Appendix 2). The context register maybe viewed in the EAPOD
(Eachtra Archaeological Projects office database) in the accompanying CD.

7

Excavation results

Three Bronze Age structures, two groups of cremation pits and groups of pits associated
with both the cemeteries and the area of habitation were excavated at Derrybane 2 (Figures 5, 6, 7 and plate 1). Four cremation pits (C.23, C.17, C.16 and C.24), ten other pits,
two postholes and a hearth were recorded in Area 1. Three circular structures, associated
pits, hearths and stakeholes were located near the western extent of the excavation in Area
2. Cemetery 2, a cluster of cremated pits and associated pits was located 150 m east of the
habitation area. Further pits, postholes and linear features were dispersed intermediately
throughout Area 2.

Habitation Area
Three houses were identified in the western portion of Area 2. These structures were defined by single rings of posts and small portions of slot trenches. Structure 1 and 2 were
adjacent to each other while Structure 3 was located 15 m to the north.

Structure 1
Structure 1 was the largest of the three structures on site (Figures 8 and 9 and plates 2
and 3). The structure was circular in plan, measured 9 m by 7 m and had an internal floor
space of c. 50sq m (535sq feet) (Area = π x R2). The porch was c. 1.4 m wide and was 2 m
long. The structure was defined by a ring of eight large postholes (C.68, C.69, C.70, C.71,
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Plate 1: Aerial photograph montage of Derrybane 2.

Plate 2: Post-excavation photograph of Structure 1 in Derrybane 2.

C.72, C.73, C.81 and C.96), a stakehole C.221 and two short lengths of slot trenches
(C.80 and C.98). The entrance porch consisted of four postholes spaced at regular intervals (C.81, C.94, C.96 and C.186) and a short length of slot trench C.108 was located
between posts C.81 and C.186. The entrance to the house faced southeast and measured
1.4 m in width.
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0

10 m
193185

193185

48

41

11

100 m O.D.

O
)
25

18
26
24

17

46

20

19

16

193208

Cemetery 1

193208

50
54

55

±
179157
179141

12

179141

ISSUE 11: Eachtra Journal - ISSN 2009-2237
Archaeological Excavation Report

437

434

426

441

Figure 6: Post excavation of Area 2 west.

0

454

432

193290

25 m

401

410
406

193290

373

375
377

387

381

100 m O.D.

O
)

646

327
308

234

236

Structure 2

287

294

274

83

68

69

193341

74

90

98
103

84
80

70

255

189

108
168 152
179
186
94
197
172
206
96

248

Structure 1
221

82

257
246

332

Structure 3

301
270

203
165
233
86
132
88
71 72

340

325
299

134

304

342

302

306
313

310

337

193341

266
264

284

289

268

±
179190
179145

179190

179145

Derrybane 2-E3591
http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e3591-derrybane2-co-tipperary/

13

179223

464

462

468

25 m

Figure 7: Post excavation of Area 2 east.

0

769

193450

193450

100 m O.D.

O
)

759

663
551

706

193500

713

711

718
705

Cemetery 2

762

597
503

565

589

579

603

494

779

541

193500

661

±
179223
179180

14

179180

ISSUE 11: Eachtra Journal - ISSN 2009-2237
Archaeological Excavation Report

Derrybane 2-E3591

Context
C.68 (Post)
C.69 (Post)
C.70 (Post)
C.71 (Post)
C.72 (Post)
C.73 (Post)
C.80 (Linear)
C.81 (Post)
C.98 (Slot trench)
C.221 (Stakehole)
C.81 (Porch)
C.94 (Porch)
C.96 (Porch)
C.108 (Porch)
C.186 (Porch)

http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e3591-derrybane2-co-tipperary/

Dimensions (mm)
400 x 300 x 120
300 x 300 x 130
280 x 320 x 130
460 x 400 x 210
430 x 390 x 200
500 x 450 x 200
550 x 120 x 90
460 x 290 x 100
770 x 220 x 160
170 x 90 x 110
460 x 290 x 100
530 x 350 x 140
400 x 230 x 170
470 x 230 x 160
450 x 400 x 270

Table 1: Structure 1 composition and dimensions

The structure was constructed on the principle of axial symmetry (Figure 10). This
means that the house was arranged on an axis between the entrance and a post-hole directly opposite it, two post-holes flank the entrance and the remaining post-holes have a
corresponding partner at either side of the axis.
A radiocarbon date from the posthole C.68 returned a Late Bronze Age date of cal BC
833–797 (UB–15079) .

Internal Features
A large hearth (C.84) and hearth-side furniture was located in the centre of the structure.
Three of the fills of the hearth contained fragments of cremated bone (see Appendices 6
and 8). The bone was identified as animal and human. The amount of human bone was
small and age-at-death could not be determined. A tight cluster of ten stakeholes (C.109,
C.112, C.114, C.116, C.118, C.120, C.122, C.136, C.174 and C.176) were located on the
western side of the hearth.
Four postholes encircled the hearth (C.124, C.125, C.126 and C.226). Postholes C.124
and C.226 were located on opposite ends of the hearth, 1.7 m apart. The two remaining
postholes (C.125 and C.126) were located to the east of the hearth. A small pit C.170 was
located at the north-western end of the hearth.
The stakeholes and postholes formed hearth-side furniture associated with the domestic processes that took place at the hearth. The position of posts C.124 and C.226 would
suggest that they supported a spit over the fire. The stakeholes on the southern side of post
C.124 may have worked in tandem with the spit.

Structure 2
Structure 2 was located 2 m northwest of Structure 1. The structure was roughly circular
in plan and was defined by a ring of seven postholes (C.83, C.86, C.88, C.134, C.187/165
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Figure 8: Post excavation plan of structure 1 and 2.
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Plate 3: Post-excavation photograph of C.14, C.26 and C.50 looking southeast.

and C.234) and two short lengths of slot trench (C.203 and C.281) (see Figures 8 and 9
and plate 3). The interval space between the post-holes was irregular. The structure measured 7m by 5m and had an internal floor space of 31sq metres (330sq feet) (Area = π x R2).
A possible entrance was denoted between the postholes C.88 and C.86 it had a maximum
width of 1 m and faced southeast.
The posthole C.86 contained flecks of burnt animal bone. A radiocarbon date from
C.86 returned a Late Bronze Age date of cal BC 794–550 (UB–15079).

Internal Features
A stakehole (C.132) was located in the centre of the structure. The purpose of this stakehole is unclear. It was small in size measuring 0.13 m in diameter by 0.16 m in depth. It
may have been associated with a central support for the roof or have been used to tether
animals. Located between the stakehole and the eastern wall of the structure was a single
posthole (C. 164). No hearth was recorded in the interior of Structure 2.
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Context
C.83 (Post)
C.86 (Entrance)
C.88 (Entrance)
C.134 (Post)
C.165 (Post)
(Cut by 187)
C.187 (Post)
C.203 (Slot trench)
C.234 (Post)
C.281 (Slot trench)

Archaeological Excavation Report

Dimensions (mm)
500 x 580 x 230
300 x 200 x 320
260 x 230 x 260
430 x 340 x 380
360 x 280 x 330
120 x 120 x 300
420 x 290 x 290
800 x 550 x 250
360 x 140 x 120

Table 2: Structure 2 composition and dimensions

Structure 3
Structure 3 was the smallest of the three structures (Figure 11). The structure was located
15 m north of Structures 1 and 2. The structure was circular in plan and defined by a
ring of six postholes (C.270, C.272, C.274, C.276, C.278 and C.280). The interval spacings between the post-holes were irregular. The structure had a diameter of 2 m and an
internal floor space of 3.14sq m (33sq feet) (Area = π x R2). There were no internal features
associated with the structure. It was not possible to identify an entrance.
A radiocarbon date from the posthole C.272 returned an Early Bronze Age date of
cal BC 1929–1773 (UB–15080). This date suggests that this structure predated the other
features on site.
Context
C.270 (Post)
C.272 (Post)
C.274 (Post)
C.276 (Post)
C.278 (Post)
C.280 (Post)

Dimensions (mm)
450 x 420 x 170
500 x 380 x 40
500 x 500 x 200
320 x 260 x 100
350 x 340 x 180
400 x 260 x 50

Table 3: Structure 3 composition and dimensions

Ancillary features in the environs of the structures
A group of pits, postholes and stakeholes were located in proximity to the three structures. The majority were located in the environs of Structure 3.
There were nine features associated with Structure 1. They included five pits (C.152,
C.179, C.189, C.197 and C. 206) two postholes (C.90 and C.172) and two stakeholes
(C.103 and C.168). Pit C.206 was the largest of the pits it measured 2.7m by 1.5 m by
0.4m. They were located to the south of the Structure close to the entrance porch.
Only two ancillary features were associated with Structure 2. A linear feature (C.74)
and a single stakehole (C.233) were located adjacent to the Structure. The linear feature
was located between Structures 1 and 2 and could be associated with either.
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A total of ten features were located 8m to the east and south-east of Structure 3. They
formed an irregular arc c. 22 m in length. They were a mixture of four pits (C.332, C.246,
C.248 and C.257), four postholes (C.255, C.264, C.268 and C.284) and two stakeholes
(C.266 and C.289). Two of the postholes C.255 and C.284 were located in close proximity. The remaining two postholes and two stakeholes were also located in close proximity
7 m to the south-east.
Two linear features (C.325 and C.340) were located 2.4 m to the west of Structure 3.
They may have been associated with the structure and functioned in association with the
structure. There were no features in the intervening space between the linears and the
structure.
A group of six features; three pits (C.287, C.294 and C.337), two postholes (C.331 and
C.299) and one stakehole C.304 were located 3 m to the west of structure 3. They formed
an irregular arc, c. 17.5 m in length.
Three pits (C.302, C.313 and C.342) and a posthole (C.306) were located 13 m beyond
the arc. Two pits (C.310 and C.327) and a posthole C.308 were located in close proximity
to one another 2.5 m further west.
A radiocarbon date from pit C.342 returned a Middle Bronze Age date of cal BC
1410–1272 (UB–15081).

The cemeteries
Two cemeteries were recorded at Derrybane. These areas are labelled cemeteries due to
number of pits filled with cremated bone. Cemetery 1 was located in the centre of Area
1 while Cemetery 2 was located in the eastern half of Area 2. The cemeteries were 300 m
apart and were almost equidistance from the habitation area.

Cemetery 1
Cemetery 1 was located in Area 1 (Figures 12 and 13). It was identified by four cremation pits (C. 16, C.17, C.23 and C.24), ten pits, two postholes, a gully and a hearth (Plate
4). The four pits all contained varying amounts of cremated bone. Pit C.16 and pit C.17
produced 160g and 100g of cremated bone respectively. Analyse of the samples identified the vestiges of two adults in C.16 and C.17, while the two remaining pits C.23 and
C.24 contained the cremated remnants of two juveniles. The latter pits contained 10g
and 10g of cremated bones respectively. It was not possible to determine a more accurate
age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of the four individuals. The
cremated bone from pit C.16 returned a Middle Bronze Age date of cal BC 1606–1426
(UB–15209).
Context
C.23
C.17
C.16
C.24

Weight
10g
100g
160g
10g

Table 4: Cremations form Area 1
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Adult/Juvenile
Possible Juvenile
Single adult
Single adult
Possible Juvenile

Dimensions of pit (mm)
350 x 300 x 240
450 x 430 x 290
250 x 230 x 200
630 x 490 x 330
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Figure 12: Post excavation of the cremations in Area 1
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Plate 4: View of cemetery 1 in Area 1 from south.

A further 14 features were recorded in Area 1. Eight of the pits (C.18, C.19, C.20,
C.21, C.22, C.25, C.26 and C.46) were interspersed between the cremation pits (see
Figure 12). Two postholes (C.50 and C.54) and a gully (C.55) were located 16 m to the
north-east of the cemetery group. Two further pits (C.11 and C.48) and a hearth C.41
were located to the west of the cemetery group.
A sample of charred plant remains came from the hearth C.41. It was rich in cereals,
barley and wheat, and weed seeds. Charred plant remains were recovered from two of the
cremation pits (C.23 and C.24) and from four of the other pits (C.18, C.21, C.22 and
C.26). Fruit stones, from the sloe, cherry and hawthorn were recovered from four of these
pits including the cremation pit C.24.

Cemetery 2
Cemetery 2 was located at the eastern extent of Area 2 (Figures 14 and 15). In total 18 pits,
containing cremated human remains, were excavated (C.477, C.475, C.494, C.503, C.505,
C.509, C.511, C.532, C.534, C.536, C.571, C.605, C.702, C.711, C.718, C.721, C.705 (Urn)
and C.737) (Plate 5). Analysis of the cremated bone indicated that the cemetery consisted
of 18 cremations, ten of whom were adults, four were juveniles and the remainder could
not be categorised due to insufficient samples. It was not possible to determine a more
accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of the four individuals.
The cemetery occupies an area of less than c. 100sq metres. The average size of the cremation pits were 360mm long by 298mm wide by 155mm deep (Plate 6 and 7).
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Plate 5: Aerial photograph of cemetery 2 in Area 2 in Derrybane 2.

Plate 6: Close up of the cremations in Area 2 in Derrybane 2.
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Figure 15: Sections of pits C.661, 769, C.736, C.511 and C.503
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Plate 7: Mid-ex of cremation pit C.494 in Derrybane 2.

There was no physical boundary enclosing or designating the location of the cemetery.
There was no visible pattern to the deposition of the cremations. But it is worth noting
that although there did not seem to be a formal plan none of the pits truncated each
other. There was also no segregation of adult and juvenile cremations.
Context
C.477
C.475
C.494
C.503
C.505
C.509
C.511
C.532
C.534
C.536
C.571
C.605
C.702
C.711
C.718
C.721
C.705 (Urn)
C.737

Weight
108g
247g
9g
140g
172g
44g
1g
7g
750g
45g
82g
206g
20g
277g
10g
52g
782g
122g

Adult/Juvenile
Single Juvenile
Single Adult
Indistinct
Single Adult
Single Adult
Single Juvenile
Unidentifiable
Indistinct
Single Adult
Single Adult
Single Adult
Single Adult
Indistinct
Single Adult
Single Juvenile
Single Juvenile
Single Adult
Single Adult

Dimensions of pit (mm)
350 x 310 x 150
450 x 370 x 240
390 x 370 x 160
370 x 260 x 130
320 x 300 x 130
240 x 240 x 80
350 x 300 x 180
320 x 340 x 180
260 x 250 x 120
330 x 280 x 190
460 x 240 x 230
400 x 420 x 170
380 x 360 x 160
680 x 370 x 210
350 x 220 x 40
280 x 220 x 90
290 x 290 x 110
280 x 240 x 230

Table 5: Cremations in Cemetery 2
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Plate 8: Mid-ex of cremation pit C.705 in Derrybane 2.

The rim of a Middle Bronze Age urn was recovered from the cremation pit C.705
(Plate 8). The remainder of the vessel must have been destroyed by ploughing. Cremated
bone from pit C.705 returned a Middle Bronze Age date of cal BC 1635–1503 (UB–15208).
A group of 15 pits (C.487, C.489, C.500, C.507, C.513, C.530, C.534, C.351, C.553,
C.760, C.762, C.767, C.772, C.775, C.779,) and a stakehole C.777 were interspersed
within the group of cremation pits. The fills of many of these pits contained flecks of
charcoal and burnt bone.
A further six pits (C.579, C.551, C.589, C.603, C.663, and C.706) were recorded to the
immediate south of the cemetery. The fills of many of these pits also contained flecks of
charcoal and burnt bone.

Features located in the area between the cemeteries and the
settlement site
Evidence of residues of human activity in the area between the cemeteries and the settlement site was limited. A total of 16 features were recorded in Area 2 in the area between
cemetery 1 and to the west of the settlement site. These consisted of two posthole (C.441
and C.426) and 11 pits (C.236, C.373, C.375, C.377, C.387, C.381, C.401, C.406, C.434,
C.437 and C.454). The features were scattered across an area of c. 40 m north–south by
60 m east–west. No direct correlation between the features could be ascertained.
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Plate 10: Hone stone E3591:224:1.

Cremated human remains were recovered from the pit C.387. The pit was located 35
m to the west of Structure 1. The cremated human remains were those of a single individual, possibly an adult (see Appendix 6).
Another area of limited activity was located between the settlement site and Cemetery
2. Eight features were scattered across an area that measured 140 m east–west by 40 m
north–south. The features comprised four pits (C.464, C.468, C.759 and C.769) three
postholes (C.264, C.268 and C.617), two stakeholes (C.266 and C.468) and a hearth
(C.462). Middle Bronze Age pottery was recovered from pit C.759. In addition to the urn
recovered from the cremation pit C.705 this was the only pottery recovered from the site.
A solitary hearth C.661 was located 25 m to the east of cemetery 2.

Lithic artefacts
The lithic artefacts were examined by Farina Sternke (Appendix 4). A flint flake (E3591:1:1)
and two macro tools (E3591:1:2 and E3591:224:1) (Plates 9 and 10) were recovered from
the topsoil. The assemblage has to be regarded as technologically and typologically diagnostic and dates to the Bronze Age.

Plant remains
The plant remains were examined by Penny Johnston (Appendix 5). A total of 108 samples were scanned and plant remains were present in 32 of the samples. The plant material
from Derrybane 2 came from four pits (C.18. C.20, C.21, C.22 and C.26), two cremation
pits (C.23 and C.24) and a hearth C.41 in Area 1. They were recovered from five cremation pits (C.494, C.536, C.534, C.702 and C.711) and two other pits in cemetery 2 (C.530
and C.760) in Area 2.

31

ISSUE 11: Eachtra Journal - ISSN 2009-2237

Archaeological Excavation Report

Charred plant remains were also recovered from the hearth C.84 and two of the
postholes (C.68 and C.73) in Structure 1; three of the postholes (C.83, C.86 and C.88)
and a linear C.74 in Structure 2 and three of the postholes (C.270, C.274 and C.276) in
Structure 3.
Hazelnuts, fruit stones, barley, wheat, a tuber and weeds were all represented. The results from Derrybane 2 are unusual since both barley and wheat were recorded in roughly
equivalent proportions whereas at many other Bronze Age sites in Ireland barley is often
the most common cereal type. Fruit stones, which included sloe and cherry, but mostly
from the hawthorn, were found in a total of seven samples. They were recovered from
four of the pits and one of the cremation pits in Cemetery 1. The numbers recovered were
unusually large and they may have been deliberately included.

Charcoal
The charcoal was examined by Mary Dillon in advance of radiocarbon dating.

Cremated bone
The cremated bone was examined by Linda Lynch (Appendix 6). Cremated human remains (cremains) were recovered from 23 features at Derrybane 2. The remains comprised
a total of 19 individuals, 13 adults, six juveniles and four samples that could only be identified as human. The human cremains were recovered from four different areas of the site,
1. From four pits in cemetery 1 in the western part of the site.
2. From a pit C.387 near the centre of the site west of the Bronze Age structures.
3. Interspersed with cremated animal bone in a hearth in Structure 1.
4. From 17 pits in cemetery 2 in the eastern part of the site. One of the latter included
the rim of an inverted Middle Bronze Age urn – the only such find from the site.

Pottery analysis
The pottery was examined by Eoin Grogan and Helen Roche (Appendix 7). The majority
of the pottery was recovered from cremation pit C.705. The pot comprised the upper portion of a Middle Bronze Age funerary urn. Further sherds representing a probable Middle
Bronze Age domestic urn, were found within pit C. 759 which was positioned 30 m to
the west of the cemetery.

Animal bone
The animal bone was identified by Margaret McCarthy (Appendix 8). It was recovered
from the hearth in the interior of Structure 1 and from one of the post-holes of Structure
2. The majority of the bone was indeterminate to species.
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Radiocarbon dates
Radiocarbon analysis was carried out by the 14 Chrono Centre in Queen’s University
Belfast (Appendix 8). Dates were calibrated using Calib Rev5.0.2 (©1986-2005 M.Stuiver
& P.J. Reimer) and in conjunction with Stuiver & Reimer 1993 and Reimer et al. 2004.
Un-cal- δ 13
ibrated C
date
2431
-25.4
+/- 21

Lab
no.

Context

Material

15055

65

Cereal from hearth C.84 S1

15078

75

15079

85

Oak charcoal from posthole
C.68 Structure 1
Hazel charcoal from stakehole C.86 Structure 2

2654
+/- 19
2536
+/- 24

15080

271

15081

343

15208

780

15209

28

Alder charcoal from stakehole C.272 Structure 3
Hazel charcoal from pit
C.342
Long bone from cremation
pit C.705 Cemetery 2
Long bone from Cremation
pit C.16 Cemetery 1

3531
+/- 19
3070
+/- 20
3298+/26
3225+/33

-28.3
-26.3
-30.9
-26.1
-24.5
-22.1

Calibrated BC 2–
sigma dates

Period

741-689
663-648
549-406
833-797

Late Bronze
Age/ Iron Age

794-743
689-664
647-550
1929-1864
1850-1773
1410-1292
1277-1272
1635-1503
1606-1573 15581549 1538-1426

Late Bronze
Age
Late Bronze
Age
Early Bronze
Age
Middle Bronze
Age
Middle Bronze
Age
Middle Bronze
Age

Table 6: Radiocarbon dates from Derrybane 2
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Discussion

Excavations at Derrybane 2 revealed an area of settlement that comprised one small structure dated to the Early Bronze Age, two structures dated to the Late Bronze Age and
two Middle Bronze Age cemeteries, located c. 150 m to the east and to the west of the
habitation area. Small groups of additional pits and postholes were associated with the
habitation area and the cemeteries.

Bronze Age Settlement site
The settlement area comprised three structures. The smallest building in Derrybane dated
to the Early Bronze Age and Structures 1 and 2 were dated to the Late Bronze Age.
Structure 1 was the largest of the three structures and measured over 8 m in diameter
and had a floor space of 50sq m. The building had a porch incorporated into its construction which faced southeast. In the centre of the structure there was a hearth. The postholes and associated stakeholes encircling the hearth may have formed a spit and tripod
arrangement for cooking purposes.
Structure 2 measured 7m by 5m and had an internal floor space of 31sq metres (330sq
feet). No surface evidence of habitation, including a hearth, was recorded in the interior of
the structure. It has to be considered that occupation layers may have been removed during soil stripping but it is also plausible that the structure may have been used for another
function, for example, as a sleeping area, a meeting area. It is likely that Structure 1 and
Structure 2 were used in conjunction with one another. Closely spaced pairs of Bronze
Age structures were also recorded at Drumbaun E 3912 and Castleroan E3909.
Structure 3 was the smallest of the structures on site. The structure had a diameter
of 2 m and an internal floor space of 4sq m (43sq feet). There were no internal features
recorded in the structure. It may have served as an animal shelter, for example, for a pig.
Over 35 features were recorded in the area of the structures. They were a mix of pits,
postholes, stakeholes, hearths and linear features, but the majority of them were pits.
About a third of the features were located in the area of the entrance to Structure 1,
the only structure with an internal hearth and hearth-side furniture. About two thirds
were located closer to Structure 3. In addition there were residues of activity in the area
between the settlement site and the two cemeteries. The features were associated with
domestic and funerary activity dating to all stages of the Bronze Age.
A recent survey of Bronze Age houses in southern Ireland lists a total of 41 Bronze
Age sites where 81 individual structures have been recorded (Doody 2007, 86–7). However, surveys are quickly out of date at the moment, since development-led archaeology has
resulted in an explosion of Bronze Age archaeology (Bruck 2009a, xvi). The excavation
of ten Bronze Age houses on the route of the N7 Castletown to Nenagh will further increase this number. Radiocarbon dates have been obtained for eight of the ten structures
on the N7 from the townlands of Clash, Castleroan, Derrybane, Drumbaun, Drumroe
and Moatquarter,
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Site Name
Clash
Castleroan
Castleroan
Derrybane
Derrybane
Derrybane
Drumbaun
Drumbaun
Drumroe
Moatquarter

Structure
Structure 1
Structure A
Structure B
Structure 1
Structure 2
Structure 3
Structure A
Structure B
Structure 1
Structure 1

http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e3591-derrybane2-co-tipperary/

Calibrated BC 2–sigma dates
1111–920 and 895–800
1249–1016
1011–914
741–406 and 833–797
794–550
1929–1773
1436–1316
1520–1442
895–815
1495–1321, 1432–1316 and 1429–1315

Period
MBA-LBA
MBA
LBA
LBA
LBA
EBA
MBA
MBA
LBA
MBA

Table 7: Radiocarbon dates for Bronze Age structures on the route of the N7.

There is a diversity in house size, internal pattern and construction materials. In Britain there appears to be a number of regionally distinct house styles (Doody 2007, 97)
but there is no established evidence for regional variation amongst Irish examples as yet.
However, the discovery of axial symmetry in several houses excavated in Tipperary and
North Cork has been noted (Tierney and Johnston 2009, 105). A similar phenomenon
has also been identified in Britain (Guilbert 1982, 68– 9; Brück 1999). Three of the round
post-built structures, Structure 1 in Derrybane (see figure 10) and two in Drumbaun,
excavated on the N7 were constructed along the principle of axial symmetry. This means
that house was arranged on an axis between the entrance and a post-hole directly opposite
it, two post-holes flank the entrance and the remaining post-holes have a corresponding
partner at either side of the axis. The distance between the post-holes on either side of the
axis is roughly the same (Tierney and Johnston ibid). Three other incomplete structures
may have originally been constructed along the same principles.
Small quantities of charred plant remains were recovered from all of the three structures including the hearth in Structure 1. They were also recovered from some of the
cremation pits and pits in both cemeteries. Although the quantities were small, there were
two items of interest, an unusually high incidence of fruit stones noted in the material
recovered from cemetery 1 and cereal chaff in one of the cremation pits in cemetery 2 (see
Appendix 5). Small quantities of burnt animal bone was recovered from Structure 1 and
Structure 2.

Cremation cemeteries
The following discussion on the cremations at Derrybane was written by Linda Lynch
(2010):
Cremated human remains (cremains) were recovered from 23 features at Derrybane 2.
The remains comprised a total of 19 individuals, 13 adults, six juveniles and four samples
that could only be identified as human. The human cremains were recovered from four
different areas of the site,
1. From four pits in cemetery 1 in the western part of the site.
2. From a pit C.387 near the centre of the site west of the Bronze Age structures.
3. Interspersed with cremated animal bone in a hearth in Structure 1.
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4. From 17 pits in cemetery 2 in the eastern part of the site. One of the latter included
the rim of an inverted Middle Bronze Age urn – the only such find from the site.
In most cases it was only just possible to identify the sample as being from an adult
(17+ years) or a juvenile individual (<17 years). It was possible that two of the cremains,
including the burial in the urn, were female adults but it was not possible to determine the
sex of any other cremains. No patholological lesions were present on the fragments. This
lack of data is exclusively due to the small volumes of bone, which hindered the osteological assessment. The small volumes from Derrybane 2 suggest that only part of a cremation
was selected for deposition or only certain body parts were being cremated. The evidence
from two of the pits, including the urn burial, at the eastern end of the site was interesting
in this respect. All the cremains in one of the pits were long bones. This may have been a
fortuitous result of the collection process or it may have been deliberate.
The assessment of the cremains in the urn reveals a wealth of information, not least
because it was the largest sample of bone recovered. The cremains were those of a single,
possible female, adult, but not the entire skeleton. Firstly, cranial remains appeared to
have been deliberately targeted for cremation/deposition. Secondly, the cranial remains
were amongst the last to be deposited in the urn, before it was inverted.
Apart from the two pits described above there was no substantial evidence in the other
cremains that certain body parts were targeted. This suggests that entire bodies were
cremated but that only portions of the total were deposited. It is impossible to determine
what happened with the remainder of the cremations or whether one cremation may have
been deposited in a series of pits.
There is also evidence of straight fractures on bones from two of the pits in the western cemetery (see Figure 14). It is generally accepted that straight fractures occur with
the cremation of defleshed dry bone while concentric fractures occur with the cremation
of fleshed bones (typically complete bodies). The concentric fractures (curving fractures
occurring in long bone fragments) are linked with the constriction and shrinking of the
muscles with the heat of the cremation fire and subsequent warping and fracturing of the
bone. The identification of straight fractures (defleshed dry bones) suggests that there may
well have been a degree of selection in what was cremated.
Some cremation deposits may have been retained for sometime prior to deposition:
the cremains in two of the pits were visibly worn. This is evidently not due to post-depositional taphonomic fractures but rather retention of the bones after cremation and prior to
deposition. An assessment of the fragment sizes of the bones indicate that the bones were
not pounded and crushed after cremation.
The analysis of the human cremains from Derrybane 2 indicates a complex ritual
process. Emerging evidence from prehistoric cremations reveal diverse practices and such
is the evidence from Derrybane 2. The cremains raise more questions than they answer
and the analysis highlights the complex issues that surround them. There are clear and
significant variations in the treatment of the cremated remains of certain individuals.
Cremation may have been an honourable method of disposal or it may have been the opposite. Perhaps it was the actual treatment of the bones after the cremation that was the
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important factor. Both fleshed remains and dry bones were cremated. Perhaps the reason
for this was as simple as the weather being too wet or fuel being unavailable. Why too
were only portions of cremations deposited here? And what happened to the rest of the
cremains? What is the significance of the other pits at the site that do not contain cremated bone? Perhaps they are meant to be similar to cenotaphs. There is evidence that at
least some of the cremains were retained for a time prior to deposition.
A wide variety of different methods of deposition were apparent. Compare, for example, the apparent ‘token burial’ of 64g of adult cremains in a hollow near the centre
of the site with the 782g of adult cremains from the urn. The majority of samples of cremains were recovered from earth-dug pits. Which were the ‘high-status’ burials, if indeed
there are any? It would be unwise to assume that the individual buried in the urn was of
a higher social ranking. Perhaps they committed some crime in the community and the
inverted urn was a method of trapping and imprisoning their remains. Perhaps the small
deposit in the hollow represents the remains of a high ranking individual. And what is the
relevance of the tiny fragments of human cremains recovered intermingled with cremated
animal bone in a hearth near the centre of the site? Was this accidental? Or was it a deliberate act? Although there are a large amount of questions that may never be answered
regarding prehistoric cremations, their analysis constantly highlights the complex issues
that surround them.
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Appendix 3 Groups and subgroups
Group
Number
1
2a
2b

3b
3a

Description
Natural
Deposits
Pits Area 1
Pits Area 2

Postholes Area
1
Postholes Area
2
Structures

4

Cremation pits

4a

Cremation pits
in Cemetery 1
Additional pits
in Cemetery 1
Cremation pits
in Cemetery 2

4b
4c
4d
5

6
7a
7b
8

52

Quantity Context Numbers
C.1, C.2
44

2
17

C.90, C.125, C.126, C.164, C.172, C.226, C.255, C.264,
C.268, C.284, C.299, C.306, C.308, C.331, C.426, C.441,
C.617.
Structure C.68, C.69, C.70, C.71, C.72, C.73, C.80 (linear), C.81, C.94,
1
C.96, C.98 (linear), C.108 (linear), C.186, C.221.
Structure C.83, C.86, C.88, C.134, C.165, C.187, C.203, C.234, C.281.
2
Structure C.270, C.272, C.274, C.276, C.278, C.280
3
22
C.16, C.17, C.23, C.24, C.477, C.475, C.494, C.503, C.505,
C.509, C.511, C.532, C.534, C.536, C.571, C.605, C.702,
C.705, C.711, C.718, C.721, C.737.
4
C.16, C.17, C.23, C.24
8

C.18, C.19, C.20, C.21, C.22, C.25, C.26, C.46.

18

C.477, C.475, C.494, C.503, C.505, C.509, C.511, C.532,
C.534, C.536, C.571, C.597, C.605, C.702, C.705, C.711,
C.718, C.721, C.735.
C.487, C.489, C.500, C.507, C.513 (and recut C.601), C.530,
C.534, C.551, C.553, C.760, C.762, C.767, C.772, C.775,
C.779. Stakehole C.777.
C.103, C.109, C.112, C.114, C.116, C.118, C.120, C.122,
C.124,
C.132, C.136, C.168, C.174, C.176, C.266, C.289, C.304,
C.405, C.414, C.415, C.417, C.418, C.419, C.468, C.565,
C.646.
C.41, C.84, C.462, C.661.
C.55
C.74, C.80, C.98, C.325. C.340.
C.9
C.5, C.6, C.344, C.345, C.350, C.352, C.353, C.358, C.359,
C.360, C.366, C.368, C.380, C.398, C.432, C.92, C.137,
C.470, C.664, C.665, C.667, C.668, C.669, C.670, C.671,
C.672, C.674, C.675, C.676, C.677, C.678, C.679, C.681,
C.682, C.683, C.690, C.692, C.693, C.694, C.695, C.696,
C.498, C.499, C.233, C.237, C.291, C.297, C.330, C.581,
C.583, C.595, C.596, C.598, C.609, C.611, C.620, C.634,
C.635, C.643, C.644, C.648,C.650, C.654, C.734, C.735,
C.764, C.765, C.766.

Additional pits 16
and 1 stakehole
in Cemetery 2
Stakeholes
27

Hearths
Linear Area 1
Linears Area 2
Field Drain
Cancelled

C.11, C.48
C.81, C.152, C.161, C.170, C.179, C.186, C.189, C.197, C.206,
C.211, C.236, C.246, C.248, C.257,C.287, C.294, C.301,
C.302, C.310, C.313, C.324, C.327, C.332, C.342, C.373,
C.375, C.377, C.381, C.387, C.401, C.406, C.434, C.437,
C.454, C.464, C.579, C.589, C.597, C.603, C.663, C.706,
C.713, C.759, C.769.
C.50, C.54.
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1
4
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Quantity Context Numbers
C.3, C.7, C.339, C.346, C.348, C.355, C.356, C.362, C.364,
C.370, C.383, C.386, C.389, C.393, C.395, C.52, C.410,
C.428, C.430, C.433, C.440, C.444, C.445, C.445, C.448,
C.458, C.460, C.465, C.466, C.673, C.680, C.684, C.685,
C.686, C.687, C.688, C.707, C.148, C.149, C.150, C.153,
C.154, C.480, C.482, C.485, C.159, C.163, C.180, C.181,
C.183, C.184, C.190, C.192, C.492, C.496, C.196, C.198,
C.515, C.516, C.202, C.212, C.213, C.215, C.216, C.218,
C.222, C.223, C.228, C.229, C.244, C.250, C.538, C.539,
C.253, C.541, C.543, C.544, C.545, C.546, C.547, C.548,
C.260, C.557, C.556, C.558, C.560, C.296, C.323, C.329,
C.335, C.338, C.562, C.563, C.564, C.568, C.572, C.573,
C.575, C.578, C.580, C.585, C.587, C.593, C.600, C.604,
C.614, C.618, C.619, C.621, C.622, C.624, C.625, C.626,
C.627, C.628, C.629, C.630, C.631, C.632, C.633, C.636,
C.637, C.638, C.639, C.640, C.641, C.642, C.645, C.649,
C.651, C.653, C.655, C.656, C.657, C.658, C.659, C.662,
C.727, C.730, C.747, C.753.

Group 1: Natural Deposits
Subgroup: I
Topsoil C.1
Description:
Topsoil
Interpretation:
Natural topsoil
Subgroup: 2
Subsoil C.2
Description:
Subsoil
Interpretation:
Natural subsoil

Group 2 Pits
Area 1
Pit C.11 filled with C. 12, C.13, C.14, C.36 and C.37
Description:
The cut was oval in plan, break of slope at top was imperceptible on E, sharp on N and
NE and gradual elsewhere. N side was stepped and sloped steeply, S side was concave
and sloped moderately, E side was irregular and sloped gently and W side was concave
and sloped gently. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile. The top fill was weakly
cemented mid yellowish brown clayey sand. The next fill was loosely compacted dark silty
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sand. The next fill was strongly cemented light greyish white clayey sand. The next fill was
weakly cemented light brownish grey clayey sand. The basal fill was weakly cemented mid
grey clayey sand. The pit measured 5.2m by 2.4m and had a maximum depth of 0.4m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Area 1.
Pit C.18 filled with C. 31
Description:
The cut was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was sharp.
E side was irregular and sloped vertically; elsewhere the sides were concave and sloped
steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual on W and sharp elsewhere. Base was subcircular in plan and concave in profile. The cut measured 0.38m east west by 0.36m and
had a maximum depth of 0.24m. The fill was soft dark brownish black peaty silt.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 1
Pit C.19 filled with C. 40
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with square corner on W and rounded corners elsewhere. Break
of slope at top was gradual on N and sharp elsewhere. Sides were smooth and sloped
gently on N and moderately elsewhere. Base was oval in plan and flat in profile. The cut
measured 1.1m east west by 0.79m and had a maximum depth of 0.17m. The fill was
loosely compacted mid yellowish brown silty sand with frequent inclusions
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 1
Pit C.20 filled with C. 32
Description:
The cut was 0.85m east west by 0.42m and had a maximum depth of 0.14m and was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was sharp. N side was smooth
and sloped steeply, W side was concave and sloped steeply, S and E sides were smooth
and sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was gradual on E, NE and SE and sharp elsewhere. Base was irregular in plan and flat in profile. The fill was soft dark black sandy silt
with occasional inclusions of charcoal.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 1.
Pit C.21 filled with C. 38
Description:
The cut was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides were sloped
vertically and were convex on S and smooth elsewhere. Base was circular in plan and flat
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in profile. The cut measured 0.31m by 0.3m and had a maximum depth of 0.12m and was
orientated east west. The fill was very soft dark black peaty silt.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 1.
Pit C.22 filled with C. 39
Description:
The cut of the pit was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was
sharp on S, NE and SW and gradual elsewhere. N side was irregular and sloped gently,
E side was irregular and sloped moderately, S and W sides were smooth and sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was imperceptible on N, gradual on E and NW and sharp
elsewhere. The cut measured 0.32m by 0.26m had a depth of 0.08m and was orientated
north south. The fill was soft dark brownish black sandy silt.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 1.
Pit C.25 filled with C. 30 and C.35
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with corners that were square on S and SE and rounded
elsewhere. Break of slope at top was sharp on N, S, W and SW and gradual elsewhere.
N side was irregular and sloped steeply, E side was irregular and sloped moderately and
S and W sides were undercut and sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was gradual on
N and E, sharp on S, W and SE and imperceptible elsewhere. Base was irregular in plan
and varied from concave to a tapered rounded point in profile. The upper fill was firm
brownish black clayey silt, while the basal layer was weakly cemented light brownish grey
clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 1.
Pit C.26 filled with C. 29
Description:
Irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was gradual on E and NE
and sharp elsewhere. Sides were concave and sloped steeply on N, moderately on E and
vertically elsewhere. Break of slope at base was imperceptible on SW, sharp on N, S and
SE and gradual elsewhere. Base was irregular in plan and concave in profile. The cut
measured 0.75m by 0.3m and had a maximum depth of 0.25m. The cut was orientated NE
SW. The fill was firm dark brownish black clayey silt.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 1.
Pit C.46 filled with C. 47
Description:
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The cut was circular in plan with a gradual break of slope at the top and base. Sides were
concave and sloped gently. Base was sub-circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill
was soft light greyish brown sandy clay. The cut measured 0.61m by 0.47m and had a
maximum depth of 0.12m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 1.
Pit C.48 filled with C. 49
Description:
The cut had rounded corners with a sharp break of slope at top. W side was concave and
sloped steeply, E side was smooth and sloped vertically, N and S sides were concave and
sloped moderately. Break of slope at base was sharp on E and gradual elsewhere. Base was
concave in profile. The fill was firm mid reddish brown clayey silt. The cut measured 0.5m
by 0.2m and had a maximum depth of 0.17m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Area 1.
Pits area 2
Pit C.152 filled with C. 151
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with a gradual break of slope at top and base. N and S sides were
smooth and sloped gently and E and W sides were irregular and sloped steeply. Base was
sub-circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was loosely compacted mid greyish
brown sand with occasional inclusions of ash flecks. The cut measured 0.66m north south
by 0.3mm and had a maximum depth of 0.13m.
Interpretation:
Cut of possible pit.
Pit C.161 filled with C. 160, C.177 and C.178
Description:
The cut was circular in plan with a gradual break of slope at top and base. N side was
convex with a moderate slope, E side was smooth with a moderate slope, S side was concave with a steep slope and W side was concave with a moderate slope. Base was circular
in plan and concave in profile. The cut measured 0.32m by 0.28m and had a maximum
depth of 0.1m. The upper fill was loosely compacted dark grey silty sand, the next layer
was loosely compacted mid grey silty sand. The basal layer was compact light grey sand
with occasional inclusions of small charcoal pieces and frequent inclusions of ash flecks.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.170 filled with C. 169
Description:
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The cut was oval in plan. Sides were sloped vertically and were concave on S and W, irregular on N and stepped on E. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile. The cut
measured 0.5m by 0.25m and had a maximum depth of 0.25m. The fill was light greyish
brown sandy clay.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit adjoined to west of hearth C.84 in structure 1.
Pit C.179 filled with C. 166
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan. Break of slope at top was sharp on S and imperceptible on
N. N side was convex with a gentle slope, S side was concave with a steep slope, E and
W sides were smooth with moderate slopes. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was
flat in profile. The fill was loosely compacted light greyish brown sand with moderate
inclusions of ash flecks. The pit measured 0.43m by 0.14m and had a maximum depth of
0.05m and was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.189 filled with C. 188
Description:
The pit was oval in plan with square corner on E and rounded elsewhere. Break of slope
at top was gradual on S and W and sharp elsewhere. S side was irregular and sloped
moderately, E side was stepped and slopes steeply, N and W sides were smooth and sloped
moderately. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile. The fill was soft mid brownish
grey sandy clay. The pit measured 0.78m east west by 0.70m and had a maximum depth
of 0.45m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit south of structure 1.
Pit C.197 filled with C. 194
Description:
The cut was an oval in plan. Break of slope at top was sharp on S and E and gradual elsewhere. Sides were smooth and sloped steeply on S, vertically on E and gently elsewhere.
Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was oval in plan and had a tapered rounded point
in profile. The cut measured 0.23m by 0.2m and had a maximum depth of 0.07m. The pit
was orientated NW SE. The fill was loosely compacted mid brown clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.206 filled with C. 205, C.239, C.240, C.241, C.242 and C.243
Description:
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The pit was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was gradual on E
and sharp elsewhere. E side was concave and sloped gently, W side was convex and sloped
vertically, N and S sides were concave and sloped vertically. Base was oval in plan and
concave in profile. The pit was 2.7m by 1.5 m and had a maximum depth of 0.4m. The pit
was orientated east west. The pit was filled by six layers. The upper layer was soft greenish
brown sandy clay. The next layer was soft light brownish grey sandy silt. The next layer
was firm light brownish grey sandy silt. The fourth fill was firm brownish grey sandy silt.
The next fill was soft dark black clay. The basal fill was firm light orangish red sandy clay.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.211 filled with C. 210
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with a gradual break of slope at top and base. Sides were smooth
and sloped gently. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile. The fill was loosely compacted mid grey silty sand. The cut measured 0.44m by 0.18m and had a maximum depth
of 0.08m. The cut was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.236 filled with C. 235
Description:
The pit was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top. N side was irregular and
sloped moderately, W side was convex and sloped moderately, E and S sides were convex
and sloped gently. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was irregular in plan and flat
in profile. The fill was firm dark brownish black sandy silt. The cut measured 0.46m by
0.4m had a maximum depth of 0.12m and was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.246 filled with C. 247
Description:
The pit was circular in plan with a gradual break of slope at top and base. Sides were
smooth and sloped gently. Base was oval in plan and flat in profile. The cut measured
0.56m by 0.5m and had a maximum depth of 0.1m. The cut was orientated east west. The
fill was compact dark black sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of possible pit or posthole located south-east of structure 3.
Pit C.248 filled with C. 249 and C.262
Description:
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The cut was circular in plan. Break of slope at top and base was gradual. Base was circular
in plan and concave in profile. The measured 0.52m by 0.51m had a depth of 0.06 and was
orientated east west. The upper fill was soft dark bluish black fill while the basal fill was
soft mid orangish brown sandy silt.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.257 filled with C. 249 and C.258
Description:
Oval in plan with rounded corners. Gradual break of slope at top. Sides were smooth
and sloped gently. Break of slope at base was imperceptible. Base was circular in plan and
concave in profile.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit. Probably associated with small 6 post structure to the west.
Pit C.287 filled with C. 286 and C.292
Description:
The pit was irregular in plan. Break of slope at top was gradual on N and E and sharp
elsewhere. N side was irregular and sloped gently, S side was irregular and sloped moderately, E side was concave and sloped moderately and W side was concave and sloped
steeply. Break of slope at base was imperceptible. Base was irregular in plan and concave
in profile. The cut was orientated east west. The upper fill was compact light greyish
brown sand, while the basal fill was loosely compacted mid brown sand with occasional
inclusions of charcoal flecks.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.294 filled with C. 293
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides sloped steeply and were
irregular on E and W, undercut on S and smooth on N. Break of slope at base was imperceptible. Base was circular in plan and had a tapered point in profile. The pit measured
0.24m by 0.2m had a depth of 0.37m and was orientated northwest southeast. The fill was
loosely compacted mid greyish brown sand with occasional stone inclusions.
Interpretation:
Cut of a pit south of structure 3.
Pit C.301 filled with C. 300
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with rounded corners. Gradual break of slope at top. Sides were
smooth and sloped vertically on N and steeply elsewhere. Break of slope at base was sharp.
Base was oval in plan and concave in profile. Cut by bank. The fill was soft dark yellowish
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greyish brown silty clay. The cut measured 0.8m by 0.58m and had a maximum depth of
0.23m. The pit was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located to the north-east of structure 3.
Pit C.302 filled with C.303 and C.341
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top and base was
imperceptible on SW, gradual on S, E and W and sharp elsewhere. Sides were irregular
and sloped gently on NE and SW and moderately on NW and SE. Base was irregular in
plan and concave in profile. The pit measured 1.94m NW SE by 0.83m and had a depth
of 0.27m. The fill was compact dark greyish black clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located to the west of structure 3.
Pit C.310 filled with C.311
Description:
The pit was circular in plan. Gradual break of slope at top and base. Sides were convex
and sloped steeply. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The pit measured
0.27m NW SE by 0.2m and had a maximum depth of 0.16m. The fill was weakly cemented dark black sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located to the west of structure 3.
Pit C.313 filled with C.314
Description:
The cut was a circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides were concave
and sloped moderately on S and vertically elsewhere. Base was circular in plan and flat
in profile. The pit measured 0.8m by 0.8m and had a depth of 0.25m. The fill was loosely
compacted dark brownish black clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located to the west of structure 3.
Pit C.324 filled with C.318
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with square corners on S and SW and rounded elsewhere.
Break of slope at top was gradual on S and sharp elsewhere. N side was irregular and
sloped vertically, S side was irregular and sloped steeply, E and W sides were stepped and
sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was sharp on E, NE and SE and gradual elsewhere. Base was irregular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was compact mid greyish
brown clayey sand with moderate inclusions of pebbles and charcoal flecks.
The cut measured 0.28m by 0.18m had a depth of 0.19m and was orientated east west.
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Interpretation:
Cut of pit located to the west of structure 3.
Pit C.327 filled with C.312
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with square corners on S and SW and rounded elsewhere.
Break of slope at top was gradual on S and sharp elsewhere. N side was irregular and
sloped vertically, S side was irregular and sloped steeply, E and W sides were stepped and
sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was sharp on E, NE and SE and gradual elsewhere.
Base was irregular in plan and concave in profile. The pit measured 0.28m by 0.18m had
a depth of 0.19m and was orientated east west. The fill was compact mid brown sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located to the west of structure 3.
Pit C.332 filled with C. 333
Description:
The pit was filled by soft dark brownish grey silty clay. The cut was oval in plan with
rounded corners. Break of slope at top was gradual on S and sharp elsewhere. Sides were
smooth and sloped vertically on N and steeply elsewhere. Break of slope at base was sharp.
Base was oval in plan and concave in profile. Truncated by agricultural activity. The pit
measured 0.58m by 0.29m and had a maximum depth of 0.27m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located to the east of structure 3.
Pit C.337 filled with C.336
Description:
Sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Sharp break of slope at top. W side was concave and sloped steeply, E side was irregular and sloped vertically, S side was concave and
sloped vertically and N side was concave and sloped moderately. Break of slope at base
was gradual on N and sharp elsewhere. Base was irregular in plan and concave in profile.
The cut was filled with firm mid pinkish brown sandy clay. The pit measured 0.46m NW
SE by 0.41m and had a depth of 0.16m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.342 filled with C.343
Description:
The pit was oval in plan with rounded corners. Sharp break of slope at the top and the
base. NW side was concave and had a moderate to vertical slope, SW side was smooth
and had a steep slope, SE side was stepped to concave and had a steep slope and NE side
had a steep slope. Base was circular in plan and flat in profile. The fill was loosely com-
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pacted mid greyish brown sand. The cut measured 0.55m by 0.45m and had a maximum
depth of 0.25m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located to the south-west of structure 3.
Pit C.373 filled with C.374 and C.391
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with rounded corners. Gradual break of slope at top and base.
Sides were convex and sloped moderately. Base was oval in plan. The cut measured 0.95m
by 0.64m and had a maximum depth of 0.1m. The upper fill was firm mid orangish red
sandy clay with occasional inclusions of charcoal flecks. The basal fill was compact mid
brownish grey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.375 filled with C.376
Description:
This pit measured 0.77m NW SE by 0.5m and had a depth of 0.2m. The cut was Irregular
in plan with corners that were square on N and SE, rounded on S, NW and SW and irregular elsewhere. Break of slope at top was gradual. Sides were irregular and sloped moderately. Break of slope at base was imperceptible. Base was irregular in plan and pointed
in profile. The fill was compact light brownish white sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.377 filled with C.378 and C.396
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with corners that were square on N, E, W and SE and
rounded elsewhere. Break of slope at top was gradual on S, NE and NW and sharp elsewhere. Sides were stepped and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was sharp. Base was
irregular in plan and had a tapered blunt point in profile. Truncated by the context C.375.
The upper fill was compact light brownish grey sand while the basal layer was compact
mid greyish brown sand. The pit measured 0.64m NW SE by 0.92m and had a maximum
depth of 0.25m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit.
Pit C.381 filled with C.382
Description:
The cut was Circular in plan. Gradual break of slope at top and base. Sides were convex
and sloped gently. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The pit measured 0.6m

62

Derrybane 2-E3591

http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e3591-derrybane2-co-tipperary/

north south by 0.5m and had a maximum depth of 0.3m. The fill was a strongly cemented
dark brown clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located in the area between cemetery 1 and structures 1 and 2..
Pit C.387 filled with C.388, C.392, C.408 and C.409
Description:
The pit measured 1.52m north south by 0.57m and had a maximum of 0.32m. The cut
was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was imperceptible to sharp
on N, NE and NW and sharp elsewhere. Sides were concave and sloped steeply. Break of
slope at base was gradual. Base was oval in plan and had a tapered blunt point in profile.
The upper fill was compact dark brownish black clayey sand. The basal layer was compact
mid reddish orange clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit, containing cremated remains of a single individual, located in the area between cemetery 1 and structures 1 and 2.
Pit C.401 filled with C.402 and C.403
Description:
The pit measured 1.52m north south by 0.57m and had a maximum of 0.32m. The cut
was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was imperceptible to sharp
on N, NE and NW and sharp elsewhere. Sides were concave and sloped steeply. Break of
slope at base was gradual. Base was oval in plan and had a tapered blunt point in profile.
The upper fill was compact dark brownish black clayey sand. The basal layer was compact
mid reddish orange clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located in the area between cemetery 1 and structures 1 and 2.
Pit C.406 filled with C.407 and 413
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was imperceptible to
gradual on S, gradual on N and NW and sharp elsewhere. Sides were concave and sloped
gently on S, steeply on E and moderately elsewhere. Break of slope at base was imperceptible to gradual on N and S, gradual on SW and NW, gradual to sharp on W and sharp
elsewhere. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile. The upper fill was compact dark
greyish black clayey sand while the basal layer was compact mid orangish brown clayey
sand. The pit measured 2.2m by 1.54m and reached a maximum depth of 0.22m and was
orientated NE SW.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located in the area between cemetery 1 and structures 1 and 2.
Pit C.434 filled with C.435, C.436 and C.451
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Description:
The pit was oval in plan with rounded corners. Gradual break of slope at top and base.
Sides were concave and sloped moderately. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile.
The upper fill was a indurated light greyish white sand, the middle layer was compact dark
greyish black clayey sand, while the basal layer was strongly cemented light grey sand. The
pit measured 1.15m east west by 0.83m and reached a maximum depth of 0.26m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located in the area between cemetery 1 and structures 1 and 2.
Pit C.437 filled with C.438, C.439 and C.449
Description:
The cut was sub-circular in plan with square corners on N, E, NE and SW and rounded
elsewhere. N side was smooth and sloped moderately, S side was smooth and sloped vertically, E side was concave and sloped steeply and W side was stepped and sloped gently.
Break of slope at base was sharp on S, E, NE and SE and gradual elsewhere. Base was
sub-rectangular in plan and concave in profile. The upper fill was a
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located in the area between cemetery 1 and structures 1 and 2.
Pit C.454 filled with C.455 and C.456
Description:
The cut was sub-rectangular in plan. Corners were square on N, E and NE and rounded
elsewhere. Break of slope at top was sharp on N and E and gradual elsewhere. N side was
concave and sloped steeply, S side was smooth and sloped gently, E side was smooth and
sloped steeply and W side was irregular and sloped gently. Break of slope at base was sharp
on E and NE and gradual elsewhere. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile. The
feature measured 0.41m by 0.28m and had a maximum depth of 0.18m and was orientated NW-SE. The upper fill was soft mid greyish brown silty clay with occasional inclusions of fine and medium pebbles, moderate inclusions of small and medium charcoal
pieces and frequent inclusions of charcoal flecks. The basal fill was Firm light yellowish
brown silty clay with occasional inclusions of coarse sub-angular pebbles and small subrounded stones and moderate inclusions of fine and medium sub-angular pebbles and
flecks of burnt clay.
Interpretation:
Cut of a pit located in the area between cemetery 1 and structures 1 and 2.
Pit C.464 filled with C.463
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were concave and sloped
moderately. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was circular in plan and concave in
profile. The cut was 0.35m east west by 0.3m and had a maximum depth of 0.13m. The
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fill was compact mid greyish brown sand with moderate inclusions of fine sub-angular
pebbles and small charcoal pieces.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located adjacent to hearth C.462 in the area between structures 1 and 2 and
cemetery 2.
Pit C.579 filled with C.576
Description:
Circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top. Sides were concave and sloped steeply
on S and moderately elsewhere. Break of slope at base was imperceptible to gradual on N,
E and NE, sharp on W and NW and gradual elsewhere. Base was circular in plan and
concave in profile. The fill was a strongly cemented light greyish white sand with frequent
inclusions of fine sub-angular pebbles, moderate inclusions of medium sub-angular pebbles and occasional inclusions of charcoal flecks. The cut measured 0.33m north south by
0.2m and had a maximum depth of 0.13m.
Interpretation:
Cut of a pit south of cemetery 2.
Pit C.589 filled with C.574
Description:
The cut was 0.35m east west by 0.31m and had a maximum depth of 0.13m. The pit was
sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Gradual break of slope at top and base. Sides
sloped steeply and were stepped on S, E and W and concave on N. Base was irregular in
plan and concave in profile. The fill was a strongly cemented light greyish white sand with
moderate inclusions of fine, medium and coarse angular and sub-angular pebbles and occasional inclusions of charcoal flecks.
Interpretation:
Cut of a pit south of cemetery 2.
Pit C.597 filled with C.594
Description:
Sub-rectangular in plan. Corners were square on E, W, NE and NW and rounded elsewhere. Break of slope at top was gradual on S and SW and sharp elsewhere. SE side was
concave and sloped steeply, SW side was irregular and sloped vertically and NE and
NW sides were stepped and sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was gradual on W
and NW and sharp elsewhere. Base was cub-rectangular in plan and concave in profile.
The cut measured 0.4m NW-SE by 0.18m and had a maximum depth of 0.17m. The
fill was a mid greyish brown sand with frequent inclusions of fine sub-angular pebbles,
moderate inclusions of medium sub-angular pebbles and occasional inclusions of coarse
sub-rounded pebbles, charcoal flecks and bone flecks.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit located in cemetery 2.
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Pit C.603 filled with C.588 and C.602
Description:
The cut measured 2.66m NE SW by 1.08m and had a depth of 0.4m. The feature was
oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was gradual on N and sharp elsewhere. N side was stepped and sloped gently, E side was concave and sloped vertically and
S and W sides were concave and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was imperceptible
on N, sharp on E and gradual elsewhere. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile.
The upper fill was a stiff mid greyish black sandy clay with frequent inclusions of fine,
medium and coarse angular pebbles and charcoal flecks, moderate inclusions of small
angular stones and occasional inclusions of small charcoal pieces. The basal fill was a hard
mid greyish brown sandy stony clay with frequent inclusions of fine, medium and coarse
angular pebbles and small angular stones and moderate inclusions of charcoal flecks and
small pieces.
Interpretation:
Cut of a pit located in cemetery 2.
Pit C.663 filled with C.652
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. N side was undercut and sloped vertically, S side was stepped
and sloped steeply, E side was stepped and sloped vertically and W side was irregular and
sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual on W and sharp elsewhere. Base was circular in plan and had a tapered blunt point in profile. The cut measured 0.28m by 0.26m
and had a maximum depth of 0.28m. The fill was a stiff light greyish brown sandy clay
with occasional inclusions of fine and medium angular pebbles and moderate inclusions
of charcoal flecks.
Interpretation:
Cut of a pit located in cemetery 2.
Pit C.706 filled with C.666
Description:
The cut measured 0.52m NW SW by 0.24m had a depth of 0.16m and was irregular in
plan. Corners were rounded on W and SW and square elsewhere. Break of slope at top
was gradual on W and sharp elsewhere. E side was stepped and sloped vertically, W side
was concave and sloped moderately and N and S sides were concave and sloped steeply.
Break of slope at base was gradual on N and W, gradual to sharp on S and SE and sharp
elsewhere. Base was irregular in plan and had a tapered rounded point in profile. The fill
was weakly cemented mid brownish grey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of a pit located in cemetery 2.
Pit C.713 filled with C.712
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Description:
The cut was oval in plan with square corner on S and rounded corners elsewhere. Break
of slope at top was sharp on N, S and SE and gradual elsewhere. Sides were concave
and sloped gently on NW and moderately elsewhere. Break of slope at base was sharp
on S and SW and gradual elsewhere. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile. The
cut measured 0.44m NW SE by 0.23 and had a maximum depth of 0.09m. The fill was
weakly cemented mid brownish grey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of a pit.
Pit C.759 filled with C.755
Description:
The cut measured 0.51m east west by 0.5m and had a maximum depth of 0.2m. The pit
was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Gradual break of slope at top and base.
N side was smooth and sloped moderately, S side was smooth and sloped gently, E side
was concave and sloped moderately and W side was smooth and sloped steeply. Base was
circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was soft dark brownish black silty clay
with occasional stone inclusions.
Interpretation:
Cut of a pit located between structures 1 and 2 and cemetery 2.
Pit C.769 filled with C.770 and C.771
Description:
The cut measured 0.79m north south by 0.69m and had a depth of 0.16m. The pit was
sub-circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides were undercut and sloped
steeply. Base was sub-circular in plan and flat in profile. The upper fill was soft dark
brownish black clayey silt with occasional stone inclusions. The basal fill was soft dark
brownish black clayey silt with occasional stone inclusions.
Interpretation:
Cut of a pit located between structures 1 and 2 and cemetery 2.

Group 3: Postholes
Area 1
Posthole C.50 filled with C.51
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with square corners on NW, SW and W and rounded elsewhere.
Break of slope at top was sharp. Sides were smooth and sloped steeply on NW and SE
and vertically elsewhere. Break of slope at base was gradual on S, SE and NW and sharp
elsewhere. Base was circular in plan and had a tapered rounded point in profile. The pit
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measured 0.36m NW SE by 0.29m and had a maximum depth of 0.34m. The fill was soft
dark brownish silty clay with occasional stone inclusions.
Interpretation:
Cut of a posthole
Posthole C.54 filled with C. 56
Description:
The cut was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top. Sides were concave and
sloped moderately. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was sub-circular in plan and
concave in profile. The posthole measured 0.33m by 0.26m and had a depth of 0.18m. The
fill was soft mid greyish brown sandy silt with frequent stone inclusions.
Interpretation:
Cut of a posthole

Area 2
Posthole C.68 filled with C. 57 and C.75
Description:
The cut was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. N side was smooth and sloped
gently, S side was stepped and sloped steeply, E side was stepped and sloped moderately
and W side was stepped and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was sharp; base was irregular in plan and had a tapered rounded point in profile. The posthole measured 0.4m
by 0.3m and had a maximum depth of 0.12m. The upper fill was compact mid greyish
brown silty sand. The basal fill was a dark black carbonized wood.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 1.
Posthole C.69 filled with C.58
Description:
The cut measured 0.3m by 0.3m and had a maximum depth of 0.13m. The sub-circular
in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was gradual on N and E and sharp
on S and W. Sides were generally concave with moderately sloping sides. Break of slope at
base was sharp on S and gradual elsewhere. Base was sub-circular in plan and concave in
profile. The fill was soft mid greyish brown clayey silt.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 1.
Posthole C.70 filled with C.59
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Break of slope at top was gradual on SW and sharp elsewhere. S side was convex and sloped moderately, elsewhere sides were concave and sloped
steeply. Break of slope at base was sub-circular in plan and concave in profile. The post-
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hole measured 0.32m East west by 0.28 and had a maximum depth of 0.13m. The fill was
a very soft dark brownish black silty clay.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 1.
Posthole C.71 filled with C.60 and C.76
Description:
The posthole measured 0.46m east west by 0.4m and had a maximum depth of 0.21m.
The cut was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top and base was
sharp. Sides were smooth and sloped vertically on N and S and steeply on E and W. Base
was circular in plan and concave in profile. The upper fill was soft dark grey clay with occasional inclusions of fine angular pebbles and medium sub-angular stones and moderate
inclusions of charcoal flecks. The basal fill was soft mid brown pebbly clay.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 1.
Posthole C.72 filled with C. 61
Description:
The posthole was orientated north south and measured 0.43m by 0.39 and had a maximum depth of 0.2m. The sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at
top was sharp. Sides were smooth and sloped vertically on N and E and sharply on S and
W. Break of slope at base was gradual on S, NE and SW and sharp elsewhere. Base was
irregular in plan and profile. The fill was soft dark brown sandy silt
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 1.
Posthole C.73 filled with C.62
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with a sharp break of slope at top. E side was smooth and sloped
vertically, elsewhere sides were concave and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was
imperceptible on SW, gradual on N, NE, SE and NW and sharp elsewhere. Base was
irregular in plan and concave in profile. The posthole measured 0.5m NW SE by 0.45m
and had a maximum depth of 0.2m. The fill was soft dark greyish brown clayey silt with
occasional inclusions of medium sub-angular pebbles, charcoal flecks and burnt bone
flecks and moderate inclusions of small sub-angular and sub-rounded stones and small
charcoal pieces.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 1.
Posthole C.81 filled with C. 79
Description:
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The cut was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was imperceptible on N and S and sharp on E and W. NE and SW sides were undercut and sloped vertically, SE and NW sides were irregular and sloped gently. Base was irregular in plan and
had a tapered blunt point in profile. The cut measured 0.46m NE SW by 0.29m and had
a maximum depth of 0.1m. The fill was weakly cemented brownish black clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 1.
Posthole C.83 filled with C. 78
Description:
The cut was orientated east west and measured 0.58m by 0.50m and had a maximum
depth of 0.23m. The posthole was circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at
top was sharp. Sides were concave and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual.
Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was compact mid brownish grey
clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 2.
Posthole C.86 filled with C.85
Description:
The posthole was oval in plan. Break of slope at top was gradual on N and sharp elsewhere. Sides were concave and sloped moderately on N and vertically elsewhere. Base was
oval in plan and concave in profile. The fill was soft dark black sandy silt with occasional
inclusions of fine sub-angular pebbles , charcoal flecks and burnt bone flecks. The posthole measured 0.3m by 0.3m and had a depth of 0.32m.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of Structure 2.
Posthole C.88 filled with C.87
Description:
The cut measured 0.26m by 0.23m and had a depth of 0.26m and was orientated east
west. The posthole was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top
was sharp. Sides were smooth and sloped vertically on N and E and smoothly on S and W.
Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was sub-circular in plan and concave in profile.
The fill was soft dark grey clayey silt
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 2.
Posthole C.90 filled with C.89
Description:
The cut measured 0.4m east west by 0.3m and had a maximum depth of 0.18m. The cut
was a sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was sharp on S,
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E and SE and gradual elsewhere. N side was smooth and sloped moderately, E side was
undercut and sloped steeply, S side was smooth and sloped steeply and W side sloped
moderately. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was irregular in plan and profile. The
fill was soft mid brown sandy silt with occasional inclusions of fine angular pebbles and
small charcoal pieces and moderate inclusions of charcoal flecks.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole, with an unclear function.
Posthole C.94 filled with C.93
Description:
The posthole was sub-circular in plan with corners that were square on N, W, NE and
NW and rounded elsewhere. Break of slope at top was sharp. E side was convex and
sloped moderately, S side was concave and sloped vertically, elsewhere sides were irregular
and sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was sharp on W, SW and NW and gradual
elsewhere. Base was sub-circular in plan and concave in profile. The cut measured 0.53m
NE SW by 0.35m and had a maximum depth of 0.14m. The fill was very soft dark brownish black silty clay with moderate inclusions of small sub-angular stones and flecks and
small burnt clay pieces, occasional inclusions of medium charcoal pieces and frequent
inclusions of charcoal flecks and small pieces.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of entrance porch for structure 1.
Posthole C.96 filled with C.95
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top and base was gradual
on E and sharp elsewhere. Sides sloped steeply and were stepped on E and W and convex
on N and S. Base was oval in plan and flat in profile. The posthole measured 0.4m NESW by 0.23m and had a maximum depth of 0.17m. The fill was loosely compacted mid
grey clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of entrance porch for structure 1.
Posthole C.108 filled with C.107
Description:
The posthole measured 0.47m by 0.23m had a maximum depth of 0.16m and was orientated east west. The cut was s00ub-rectangular in plan with square corners. Sides were
smooth and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was square in plan
and flat in profile. The fill was as soft dark brownish grey clayey silt with occasional inclusions of fine angular pebbles, small angular stones and charcoal flecks.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 1.
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Posthole C.125 filled with C.127 and C.128
Description:
The postholes sides sloped vertically and were convex on E and concave elsewhere. Base
was circular in plan and concave in profile. The upper fill was soft sandy clay. The lower
fill was compact dark greyish brown clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole in interior of structure 1.
Posthole C.126 filled with C.129 and C.130
Description:
The cut was circular in plan with rounded corners. Sides were sloped vertically and were
undercut on E, convex on W and concave elsewhere. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The upper fill was a mid brown clayey sand. The basal layer was dark
brown sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole in interior of structure 1.
Posthole C.134 filled with C.133
Description:
The cut measured 0.43m NW SE by 0.34m and had a maximum depth of 0.38m. The
posthole was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides were
stepped and sloped steeply. Base was circular in plan and flat in profile. The fill was loosely
compacted mid grey clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 2.
Posthole C.164 filled with C.146
Description:
The posthole was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at the top and base. Sides
were concave and sloped vertically on N and E and steeply on S and W. Base was oval in
plan and concave in profile. The fill was firm mid greyish brown silty clay with moderate
inclusions of fine angular pebbles and medium angular stones and occasional inclusions
of medium angular pebbles and small angular stones. The cut measured 0.44m north
south by 0.32m and had a depth of 0.34m.
Interpretation:
Posthole which was located in the interior of structure 2.
Posthole C.165 filled with C.162
Description:
Oval in plan with square corners on N, E and W and rounded corners elsewhere. Break
of slope at top was sharp on N, S, SW and NW and gradual elsewhere. E side was stepped
and sloped moderately, S side was concave and sloped moderately , N and W sides were
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concave and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was sharp on N, NE and NW and
gradual elsewhere. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile. The fill was firm mid
greyish brown silty clay with moderate inclusions of fine sub-rounded pebbles and occasional inclusions of medium sub-angular pebbles, small charcoal pieces and charcoal
flecks. The cut measured 0.36m by 0.28m and had a depth of 0.33m.
Interpretation:
Posthole which formed part of Structure 2.
Posthole C.172 filled with C. 171
Description:
The posthole was oval in plan with rounded corners. Gradual break of slope at top and
base. Sides were concave and sloped steeply. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile.
The fill was soft mid greenish brown sandy silt. The cut measured 0.46m by 0.60m and
had a depth of 0.13m. The cut was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole located to south of structure 1.
Posthole C.186 filled with C. 185
Description:
The cut was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Gradual break of slope at top.
Sides were smooth and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was sharp. Base was subcircular in plan and concave in profile. The cut measured 0.45m north south by 0.4m and
had a depth of 0.27m. The fill was very soft dark brownish black silty clay.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 1.
Posthole C.187 filled with C.162
Description:
The posthole was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was gradual on
S, W and SW and sharp elsewhere. N side was smooth with a vertical slope, S side was
smooth with a moderate slope, E side was concave with a vertical slope and W side was
concave with a moderate slope. Break of slope at base was gradual on S, SE and SW and
sharp elsewhere. Base was circular in plan and had a tapered rounded point in profile. The
fill was firm mid greyish brown silty clay with moderate inclusions of fine sub-rounded
pebbles and occasional inclusions of medium sub-angular pebbles, small charcoal pieces
and charcoal flecks. The cut measured 0.49m NE SW by 0.28m and had a maximum
depth of 0.33m.
Interpretation:
Posthole which formed part of Structure 2.

Posthole C.226 filled with C.227
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Description:
The cut was orientated east west measured 0.2m by 0.19m and had a maximum depth
of 0.2m. The cut was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was sharp.
Sides were stepped and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was oval
in plan and concave in profile. The fill was firm light brownish grey clay.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole in interior of structure 1.
Posthole C.234 filled with C. 224 and C.259
Description:
The posthole was circular with a sharp break of slope at top. W side was concave and
sloped steeply, E side was irregular and sloped moderately, N and S sides were concave and
sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was sharp on S and gradual elsewhere. Base was
irregular in plan and concave in profile. The cut measured 0.8m by 0.55m, had a depth of
0.25m and was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 2.

Posthole C.255 filled with C.256
Description:
The cut was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top and base was
sharp on N, gradual on W and imperceptible elsewhere. N side was stepped and sloped
steeply, elsewhere sides were smooth and sloped gently. Base was sub-circular in plan and
concave in profile. The fill was firm light grey sandy clay with moderate inclusions of
coarse sub-angular pebbles and small charcoal pieces. The cut measured 1.9m by 1.1m
and had a maximum depth of 0.28m. The posthole was orientated NW SE.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole. Very large for post, could be a pit.
Posthole C.264 filled with C.263
Description:
The posthole was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was
gradual on N and sharp elsewhere. Sides were sloped vertically and was irregular on N,
convex on S and concave on E. Break of slope at base was gradual on S, W and SW and
sharp elsewhere. Base was circular in plan and had a tapered blunt point in profile. The
cut measured 0.35m by 0.24m had a depth of 0.31m and was orientated north south.
The fill was soft mid greyish brown silty clay with occasional inclusions of charcoal and
pebbles.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole located adjacent to post C.268.

74

Derrybane 2-E3591

http://eachtra.ie/index.php/journal/e3591-derrybane2-co-tipperary/

Posthole C.268 filled with C.267
Description:
The cut was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides
were smooth and sloped steeply on S and vertically elsewhere. Break of slope at base was
gradual on S and sharp elsewhere. Base was sub-circular in plan and concave in profile.
Truncated by modern agricultural activity and possibly tree roots. The fill was a very soft
dark brownish grey silty clay with moderate inclusions of fine angular and sub-angular
pebbles and charcoal flecks. The posthole measured 0.3m by 0.3m and had a maximum
depth of 0.27m.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole located adjacent to post C.264 east of structure 2.
Posthole C.270 filled with C.269
Description:
The cut was 0.45m by 0.42m and had a depth of 0.17m. The cut was circular in plan.
Gradual break of slope at top. Sides were concave and sloped gently. Base was circular in
plan and concave in profile. The fill was soft mid yellowish brown sandy silt.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 3.
Posthole C.272 filled with C.271
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Gradual break of slope at top. Sides were concave and sloped
gently. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The posthole measured 0.5m
north south by 0.38m and had a depth of 0.04m. The fill was soft mid yellowish brown
sandy silt with occasional inclusions of stones and charcoal flecks.
Interpretation:
Fill of posthole C.272 which formed part of structure 3.
Posthole C.274 filled with C.73
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides were concave and
sloped vertically. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The posthole measured
0.5m by 0.5m and had a depth of 0.2m. The fill was a mid greyish brown clayey sand with
frequent inclusions of small angular stones.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 3.
Posthole C.276 filled with C.275
Description:
The cut was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides
were smooth and sloped gently. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was sub-circular
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to irregular in plan and concave in profile. The posthole was orientated NE SW and
measured 0.32m by 0.26m and had a depth of 0.1m. The fill was compact mid blackish
brown silty sand with occasional inclusions of stone and charcoal flecks.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 3.
Posthole C.278 filled with C.277
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were smooth and sloped
moderately on N, gently on W and steeply elsewhere. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The posthole was orientated east west and measured 0.35m by 0.34m and
had a depth of 0.18m. The fill was compact mid blackish brown silty sand with occasional
inclusions of pebbles and charcoal flecks.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 3.
Posthole C.280 filled with C.279
Description:
The posthole was oval in plan with square corners on N, S, NW and SW and rounded
elsewhere. S side was irregular and sloped gently, W side was smooth and sloped moderately, N and E sides were smooth and sloped gently. Break of slope at base was imperceptible on S and E and gradual elsewhere. Base was irregular in plan and concave in profile.
The fill was firm mid greyish brown silty clay with moderate inclusions of pebbles and
charcoal flecks. The cut measured 0.4m NE SW by 0.26m and had a depth of 0.05m.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole which formed part of structure 3.

Posthole C.284 filled with C.283
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides were concave and
sloped steeply. Base was circular in plan and irregular in profile. The cut measured 0.29m
by 0.14m and had a depth of 0.16m. The fill was soft dark brownish grey clayey silt with
moderate inclusions of stones and small charcoal pieces.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole.
Posthole C.299 filled with C. 298
Description:
The posthole measured 0.29m by 0.19m had a depth of 0.17m and was orientated east
west. The cut was oval in plan with corners that were square on W and NW and rounded
elsewhere. Break of slope at top was sharp. E and W sides were concave and sloped steeply
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and N and S sides were stepped and sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was gradual
on N, W, SW and NW and sharp elsewhere. Base was irregular in plan and concave in
profile. The fill was compact mid greyish brown clayey sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole located west of structure 3.
Posthole C.306 filled with C.307
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Gradual break of slope at top. Sides sloped steeply and were
convex on W and concave elsewhere. Break of slope at base was imperceptible. Base was
circular in plan and had a tapered rounded point in profile. The fill was compact mid
brown clayey sand with occasional inclusions of stones and charcoal pieces. The cut was
0.6m north south by 0.35m and had a maximum depth of 0.15m.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole west of structure 3.
Posthole C.308 filled with C.309
Description:
The cut was square in plan with square corners. Sharp break of slope at top and base.
Sides were convex and sloped steeply. Base was square in plan and concave in profile. The
posthole measured 0.3m by 0.2m, had a maximum depth of 0.14m and was orientated
NW SE. The fill was weakly cemented mid brown sand.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole west of structure 3.
Posthole C.331 filled with C.317
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was sharp on W
and gradual elsewhere. Sides sloped gently and were concave on W and smooth elsewhere.
Base was irregular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was compact mid yellowish
brown silty sand with occasional inclusions of stones and charcoal flecks. The cut measured 0.37m by 0.36m had a depth of 0.21m and was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole west of structure 3.
Posthole C.426 filled with C.427
Description:
The posthole was circular in plan. Gradual break of slope at top and base. Sides were
smooth and sloped gently. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was
soft dark bluish black sandy silt with occasional inclusion of stones and charcoal flecks.
The posthole measured 0.61m by 0.53m had a depth of 0.48m and was orientated north
south.
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Interpretation:
Cut of posthole in area between cemetery 1 and habitation area.
Posthole C.441 filled with C.442
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top and base was
gradual on N and S and sharp elsewhere. N side was convex and sloped moderately, W
side was irregular and sloped vertically, E side was concave and sloped steeply and S side
was concave and sloped moderately. Base was irregular in plan and pointed in profile. The
fill was a mid yellowish brown to brownish/greyish white clayey sand. The cut measured
1.7m by 0.62m and had a maximum depth of 0.4m.
Interpretation:
Cut of possible posthole, more likely to be a pit, in area between cemetery 1 and habitation area.
Posthole C.617 filled with C.616
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sides were smooth and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base
was sharp. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. Disturbed by agricultural
activity. The fill was soft dark greyish black silty clay with moderate inclusions of pebbles
and charcoal flecks. The cut measured 0.44m by 0.4m and had a maximum depth of
0.24m.
Interpretation:
Cut of posthole south-west of structure 1.
Group 4: Cremation Pits
Cremation cut C.16 filled with C.28
Description:
The cut was circular in plan with a gradual break of slope at the top and base. W side was
irregular and sloped steeply, N, S and E sides were smooth and sloped steeply. Base was
circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was loosely compacted dark black silty
sand with occasional inclusions of stones, burnt bone flecks and charcoal pieces. The pit
measured 0.25m by 0.23m had a depth of 0.2m and was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 1.
Cremation Cut C.17 filled with C.27
Description:
The cremation pit was circular in plan with a gradual break of slope at top and base.
Sides were smooth and sloped gently. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile.
The fill was loosely compacted dark black silty sand with occasional inclusions of stones,
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burnt bone and charcoal pieces. The cut measured 0.45m north south by 0.43m and had
a maximum depth of 0.29m.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 1.
Cremation Cut C.23 filled with C.33
Description:
The cremation pit was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides
were concave and sloped vertically. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The
fill was soft dark brownish grey sandy silt with occasional inclusions of pebbles, burnt
bone flecks and charcoal flecks. The cut measured 0.3m by 0.35m and had a depth of
0.24m.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 1.
Cremation Cut C.24 filled with C.34
Description:
The cut was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top and base. N, W and E sides
sloped steeply and were stepped, convex and irregular, respectively. S side sloped vertically. Base was irregular in plan and had a tapered rounded point in profile. The fill was
a very soft dark black peaty silt with occasional inclusions of burnt bone flecks and small
pieces and large charcoal pieces. The cut measured 0.63m by 0.49m and had a maximum
depth of 0.33m.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 1.
Cremation Cut C.475 filled with C.476
Description:
The cut was sub-oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was sharp on
S and gradual elsewhere. Sides were smooth and sloped vertically on N and S and moderately on E and W. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was circular in plan and
concave in profile. The fill was soft dark brown/black clayey silt with frequent inclusions
of pebbles, charcoal flecks and burnt bone. The cut was orientated east west and measured
0.45m by 0.37m and had a depth of 0.24m.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.477 filled with C.478
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Break of slope at base was
gradual on S and sharp elsewhere. Base was sub-circular in plan and concave in profile.
The fill was a stiff light yellowish brown sandy clay with occasional inclusions of pebbles,
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charcoal flecks and frequent inclusions of burnt bone flecks. The cut measured 0.29m by
0.25m had a depth of 0.1m and was orientated NE SW.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Pit C.487 filled with C.488
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Break of slope at top was sharp on N, E, NE and SE and
gradual elsewhere. N side was smooth and sloped steeply, S side was convex and sloped
moderately, E side was smooth and sloped vertically and W side was smooth and sloped
moderately. Break of slope at base was gradual on S, W and NW and sharp elsewhere.
Base was irregular in plan and flat in profile. The fill was soft dark brownish black silty
clay with occasional inclusions of small bone flecks and charcoal. The cut measured 0.33m
by 0.31m had a depth of 0.15m and was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Pit C.489 filled with C.490
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides sloped steeply and were
concave on W and irregular elsewhere. Break of slope at base was imperceptible on N and
E, gradual on W, NE and NW and sharp elsewhere. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was compact dark greyish black sand with pebble, bone and charcoal inclusions. The cut measured 0.29 north south by 0.28m and had a depth of 0.12m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.494 filled with C.495
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was sharp. S side
was stepped and sloped vertically, E side was undercut and sloped moderately and N and
W sides were concave and sloped moderately. Break of slope at base was sharp on W and
gradual elsewhere. Base was oval in plan and concave in profile. The fill was compact dark
greyish black sand with pebbles, bone and large charcoal inclusions. The cut measured
0.39m north south by 0.37m and had a maximum depth of 0.16m
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Pit C.500 filled with C.501
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Break of slope at top was gradual on N and sharp elsewhere.
W side was irregular and sloped steeply, elsewhere sides were stepped and sloped gently.
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Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was irregular in plan and flat in profile. The fill
was firm dark black silty clay with bone flecks and large charcoal inclusions.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.503 filled with C.504
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Gradual break of slope at top and base. Sides were concave
and sloped gently. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was soft dark
bluish black charcoal mixed with bones with occasional inclusions of stones and large
charcoal pieces. The pit was 0.37m north south by 0.26m and had a maximum depth of
0.13m.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.505 filled with C.506
Description:
The cremation pit was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. N side was smooth
and sloped steeply, E side was irregular and sloped moderately, S side was irregular and
sloped vertically and W side was irregular and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was
gradual. Base was irregular in plan and profile. The fill was soft dark blackish brown
sandy silt with stones, charcoal flecks and burnt bone. The pit measured 0.32m by 0.3m
had a depth of 0.13m and was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Pit C.507 filled with C.508
Description:
The cut was sub-circular in plan. Corners were rounded on N, E and SW and square elsewhere. Break of slope at top was sharp on NE and SE, gradual to sharp on E and gradual
elsewhere. N side was smooth and sloped moderately, S side was irregular and sloped gently, E side was concave and sloped steeply and W side was irregular and sloped moderately.
Break of slope at base was gradual to sharp on E, NE and NW and gradual elsewhere.
Base was irregular in plan and concave to irregular in profile. The fill was 0.29m NE SW
by 0.25m and had a depth of 0.1m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.509 filled with C.510
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sides were concave and sloped moderately. Base was circular
in plan and concave in profile. The pit measured 0.24m by 0.24m had a depth of 0.08m
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and was orientated east west. The fill was compact mid greyish brown sand with pebbles,
charcoal flecks and burnt bone inclusions.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.511 filled with C.512
Description:
The cremation pit was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were concave
and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual on S and sharp elsewhere. Base was
circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was soft dark greyish black sandy clay with
pebbles, burnt bone flecks and charcoal inclusions. The cut measured 0.35m north south
by 0.3m and had a depth of 0.18m.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Pit C.513 filled with C.514 Recut C.601 filled with C.550
Description:
The cremation pit was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were concave
and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was circular in plan and had a
tapered rounded point in profile. Re-cut by pit C.601. The fill was soft dark black silt with
occasional inclusions of charcoal flecks and burnt bone flecks. The cut measured 0.43m
by 0.38m had a depth of 0.32m and was orientated north south. The recut was circular in
plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were concave and sloped steeply. Break of slope
at base was gradual. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was a hard
mid brownish yellow pebbly silt with frequent inclusions of pebbles and charcoal flecks
and small pieces.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Pit C.530 filled with C.531
Description:
The cremation pit was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was sharp.
SW side was stepped and sloped moderately, W side was smooth and sloped steeply, NE
side was undercut and sloped vertically and E side was smooth and sloped steeply. Break
of slope at base was imperceptible on NE, gradual on S and SW and sharp elsewhere. Base
was irregular in plan and flat in profile. The fill was stiff dark black silty clay with frequent inclusions of charcoal flecks. The pit was orientated east west and measured 0.4m
by 0.34m and had a maximum depth of 0.17m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.532 filled with C.533
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Description:
The cremation pit was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were concave
and sloped steeply on N and E and moderately on S and W. Break of slope at base was
gradual. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was compact dark black
sand with moderate inclusions of charcoal and bone flecks. The pit measured 0.32m by
0.34m had a depth of 0.18m and was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.534 filled with C.535
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Break of slope at top was sharp. Sides sloped steeply and were
concave on W and stepped elsewhere. Break of slope at base was imperceptible to gradual
on S and Se, gradual on N, E and NE and sharp elsewhere. Base was irregular in plan and
concave in profile. The fill of the pit was compact dark brownish greyish black sand with
moderate inclusions of pebbles, charcoals and frequent inclusions of large pieces of bone.
The pit measured 0.26m by 0.25m had a depth of 0.12m and was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.536 filled with C.537
Description:
The pit was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was gradual
to sharp on W and sharp elsewhere. Sides were stepped and sloped gently on W and
steeply elsewhere. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was irregular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was compact dark greyish black sand with pebbles, flecks of bone,
stones and charcoal inclusions. The pit was orientated north south and measured 0.33m
by 0.28m and had a maximum depth of 0.19m.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Pit C.551 filled with C.552
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Break of slope at top was sharp on N and E and gradual on
S and W. Sides were concave and sloped moderately on N and E and gently on S and W.
Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The
fill was firm light brownish grey sandy clay with pebbles and charcoal inclusions. The pit
measured 0.23m by 0.2m had a depth of 0.05m and was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Pit C.553 filled with C.554
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Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was gradual on
N and S and sharp on E and W. Sides sloped steeply and were smooth on N and S, convex
on W and stepped on E. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was irregular in plan and
flat in profile. The pit was filled with a plastic dark bluish black peat. The pit measured
0.2m by 0.16m had a depth of 0.15m and was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.571 filled with C.570
Description:
The pit was irregular in plan. Corners were square on N and W and rounded elsewhere.
Break of slope at top was sharp. NW and SW sides were undercut and sloped vertically
and NE and SE sides were irregular and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual.
Base was irregular in plan and flat in profile. The cut measured 0.46 m east west by 0.24m
and had a maximum depth of 0.23m. The fill was firm dark greyish black stony clay with
pebbles, burnt bone and charcoal inclusions.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.605 filled with C.599
Description:
The cremation pit was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top
was sharp on E, NE, SE and SW and gradual elsewhere. S side was stepped and sloped
steeply, E side was stepped and sloped vertically and N and W sides were convex and
sloped moderately. Break of slope at base was gradual on NW and sharp elsewhere. Base
was sub-circular in plan and had an irregular profile. The fill was compact mid brownish
black silty sand with moderate inclusions of medium sub-angular pebbles and frequent
inclusions of charcoal flecks, small and medium pieces and small pieces of bone. The cut
measured 0.4m by 0.42m east west and had a maximum depth of 0.16m.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.702 filled with C.689
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. W side was undercut and sloped
vertically, E side was stepped and sloped moderately and N and S sides were concave and
sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was gradual on E and sharp elsewhere. Base was
circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was soft mid brownish black sandy clay
with frequent inclusions of charcoal, pebbles and burnt bone. The pit measured 0.38m by
0.36m had a depth of 0.16m and was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
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Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.705 filled with C.704
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides sloped steeply. Soil above
disturbed by machine stripping. The fill was an inverted cremation urn (find no 7) lifted
out in a block. It included charcoal and bone. The resulting cut measured 0.29m by 0.29m
and had a depth of 0.11m.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.711 filled with C.701
Description:
The pit was irregular in plan. Corners were rounded on S and square elsewhere. Break of
slope at top was gradual on S and sharp elsewhere. S side was smooth and sloped moderately, N, E and W sides were irregular and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was sharp.
Base was sub-rectangular in plan and concave in profile. Disturbed on top by modern
agricultural activity. The fill was a very soft dark greyish black silty clay with pebbles,
charcoal and burnt bone inclusions. The cut measured 0.68m by 0.37m had a depth of
0.21m and was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.718 filled with C.719
Description:
The cremation pit was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Gradual break of slope
at top and base. Sides were concave and sloped gently. Base was sub-circular in plan and
concave in profile. The pit measured 0.35m by 0.22m had a depth of 0.04m and was orientated east west. The fill was soft mid yellowish brown sandy silt with stones and charcoal.
Cremated bone in fill but not recorded on context sheet.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.721 filled with C.722
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Break of slope at top was gradual on SE and SW and sharp
elsewhere. N side was smooth and sloped steeply, S side was irregular and sloped moderately and E and W sides were irregular and sloped gently. Break of slope at base was sharp.
Base was irregular in plan and flat in profile. The fill was compact dark greyish black
silty sand with occasional inclusions of pebbles, stones, charcoal and bone flecks. The cut
measured 0.28m by 0.22m had a depth of 0.09m and was east west.
Interpretation:
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Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Cremation Cut C.737 filled with C.736
Description:
The pit was a circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were smooth and sloped
vertically. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was circular in plan and concave in
profile. The fill was soft dark blackish brown sandy silt with pebbles, stones, charcoal and
burnt bone inclusions. The cut measured 0.28m by 0.24m had a depth of 0.23m and was
orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of cremation pit in cemetery 2.
Pit C.760 filled with C.761
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were stepped and sloped
steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was concave in profile. The fill was firm
black clayey sand with inclusions of charcoal. The cut measured 0.17m by 0.14m had a
depth of 0.15m and was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Pit C.762 filled with C.763
Description:
The cut was circular in plan. Gradual break of slope at top and base. Sides were concave
and sloped moderately. Base was circular in plan and had a tapered point in profile. The
fill was firm black charcoal with occasional burnt bone inclusions. The pit measured
0.24m by 0.24m had a depth 0.1m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Pit C.767 filled with C.768
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan. Break of slope at top and base was sharp on S and gradual
elsewhere. N side was irregular and sloped moderately, S side was undercut and sloped
vertically and E and W sides were irregular and sloped steeply. Base was irregular in plan
and concave in profile. The fill was compact mid greyish brown silty sand with pebbles,
stones and charcoal inclusions. The pit measured 0.73m by 0.5m and had a depth of
0.28m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Pit C.772 filled with C.773
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Description:
The cut was sub-circular in plan. Gradual break of slope at top. Sides were concave and
slopes gently on N and W and moderately on S and E. Break of slope at base was imperceptible. Base was sub-circular in plan and concave in profile. The pit was filled with soft
black charcoal with inclusions of bone flecks. The cut measured 0.5m by 0.48m and had
a maximum depth of 0.15m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Pit C.775 filled with C.774
Description:
The cut was sub-circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were concave and
sloped gently. Break of slope at base was imperceptible on W and gradual elsewhere. Base
was sub-circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was a very soft dark black charcoal
with pebbles, charcoal flecks and burnt bone inclusions. The pit measured 0.3m by 0.3m
and had a maximum depth of 0.12m.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.
Pit C.779 filled with C.778
Description:
The pit was circular in shape with a gradual break of slope at top and base. Sides were
concave and sloped gently. Base was sub-circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill
was a very soft mid yellowish brown sandy silt with charcoal flecks and flecks of bone.
The cut measured 0.32m by 0.3m had a depth of 0.07m and was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Cut of pit in Cemetery 2.

Group 5: Stakeholes
Area 2
Stakehole C.103 filled with C.102
Description:
The stakehole was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top and
base was gradual. Sides were vertical. Base was circular in plan and had a tapered rounded
point in profile. The fill was firm mid yellowish brown silty clay with inclusions of pebbles
and charcoal flecks. The stakehole measured 0.15m by 0.15m and had a depth of 0.43m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole south of structure 1
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Stakehole C.109 filled with C.110
Description:
The stakehole was oval in plan with rounded corners. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides
sloped steeply and were concave on N and stepped elsewhere. Base was circular in plan
and had a tapered point in profile. The fill was soft orangish brown sandy silt. The stakehole measured 0.1m by 0.1m and had a depth of 0.15m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.112 filled with C.111
Description:
The stakehole was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top and base was
sharp. Sides were vertical. Base was irregular. The fill was soft blackish brown silty clay
with occasional inclusions of charcoal. The stakehole measured 0.14m by 0.11m and had
a maximum depth of 0.1m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.114 filled with C.113
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top. Sides were concave
and sloped steeply. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was a mid
greenish brown fill. The impression measured 0.08m by 0.07m and had a depth of 0.11m.
The stakehole was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.116 filled with C.115
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top. Sides were concave
and sloped steeply. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was soft
brownish grey sandy silt with occasional fine angular pebbles and charcoal flecks. The
impression measured 0.08m by 0.07m had a depth of 0.07m and was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.118 filled with C.117
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan with sharp break of slope at top and vertical sides. Base
was circular in plan. The fill was soft blackish brown silty clay with occasional inclusions
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of charcoal flecks. The impression measured 0.08m by 0.07m and had a maximum depth
of 0.07m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.120 filled with C.119
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was sharp.
Sides were smooth and sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was circular in plan and tapered in profile. The fill was soft mid brown sandy silt. The impression
measured 0.09m by 0.07 and had a maximum depth of 0.09m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.122 filled with C.121
Description:
The stakehole was oval in plan with rounded corners. Sharp break of slope at top and
base. Sides were vertical. Base was flat in profile. The fill was firm blackish brown silty clay
with occasional inclusions of fine pebbles and charcoal. The impression measured 0.11m
by 0.08m and had a depth of 0.17m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.124 filled with C.123
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top. Sides were smooth
and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was circular in plan and tapered in profile. The fill was soft dark blackish brown clayey silt with inclusions of flecks
and small pieces of charcoal and larger pieces of burnt wood. The impression measured
0.15m by 0.15m and had a depth of 0.2m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.132 filled with C.131
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides sloped
steeply and were convex on W, concave on E and smooth on N and S. Base was irregular
in plan and flat in profile. The fill was soft mid brown silty clay with occasional inclusions
of charcoal flecks. The cut measured 0.13m by 0.13m and had a depth of 0.16m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole which was located at the centre of Structure 2.
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Stakehole C.136 filled with C.135
Description:
The stakehole had rounded corners, sharp break of slope at top. N side sloped steeply. Base
was circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was soft orangish brown sandy silt.
The impression measured 0.1m by 0.1m and had a depth of 0.2m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.168 filled with C.167
Description:
The stakehole was sub-rectangular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top
was gradual. Sides were smooth and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was sharp on S
and gradual elsewhere. Base was sub-rectangular in plan and concave in profile. The fill
was soft dark brownish grey clayey silt with occasional inclusions of fine angular pebbles,
small angular stones and charcoal flecks. The impression measured 0.16m by 0.1m and
has a depth of 0.1m. The impression was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Stakehole located to east of structure 1.
Stakehole C.174 filled with C.173
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides
were vertical. Base was concave in profile. The fill was loosely compacted greyish brown
silty clay with occasional inclusions of charcoal and burnt clay. The impression measured
0.07m by 0.07m and had and had a depth of 0.04m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.176 filled with C.175
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan with a sharp break of slope at the top. Sides were
smooth and sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was flat in plan
and tapered in profile. The fill was soft mid brown sandy silt with occasional inclusions
of small charcoal pieces. The impression measured 0.06m by 0.06m and had a depth of
0.06m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.221 filled with C.220
Description:
The stakehole was oval in plan with rounded corners. Sharp break of slope at top and
base. Sides were vertical. Base was concave in profile. The fill was firm dark brown sandy
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clay with occasional inclusions of charcoal pieces and occasional bone flecks. The stakehole measured 0.17m by 0.09m and had a depth of 0.11m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole which formed part of ring of structure 1.
Stakehole C.266 filled with C.265
Description:
The stakehole was oval to irregular in plan with rounded corners. Sharp break of slope at
top and base. W side was undercut and irregular and slopes steeply, N side was stepped
and sloped vertically, S side was smooth and sloped vertically and E side was irregular and
sloped vertically. Base was oval in plan and flat in profile. The fill was firm blackish brown
clayey sand with occasional inclusions of large stones and large charcoal and burnt wood
pieces. The impression measured 0.19m by 0.12m and had a depth of 0.2m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in interior of structure 1.
Stakehole C.289 filled with C.288
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were smooth and
sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was tapered in profile. Truncated by
bioturbation. The fill was firm dark brown clayey silt with frequent inclusions of charcoal
flecks. The impression measured 0.11m by 0.09m and had a depth of 0.21mInterpretation:
Stakehole impression
Stakehole C.304 filled with C.305
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan. Gradual break of slope at top and base. Sides sloped
gently and was stepped on S and smooth elsewhere. Base was circular in plan and concave
in profile. The fill was soft mid yellowish brown sandy silt with occasional inclusions of
fine sub-angular pebbles and small sub-angular stones. The stakehole measured 0.39m
east west by 0.34m and had a depth of 0.29m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole west of structure 3.
Stakehole C.405 filled with C.404
Description:
The stakehole was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Sharp break of slope at top.
Sides sloped steeply. Base was pointed in profile. The fill was soft dark brown sandy silt
with occasional inclusions of fine pebbles and small stones. The impression measured
0.1m by 0.08m and had a depth of 0.1m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole impression
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Stakehole C.414 filled with C.420
Description:
The stakehole was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Sharp break of slope at top.
Sides sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base tapered to a point. The fill
was soft dark brown sandy silt with occasional inclusions of fine pebbles and small stones.
The impression measured 0.11m by 0.1m and had a depth of 0.17m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole impression
Stakehole C.415 filled with C.421
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were sloped steeply.
Base tapered to a point. The fill was soft dark brown sandy silt with occasional inclusions
of fine pebbles and small stones. The impression measured 0.07m by 0.07m and had a
depth of 0.15m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole impression
Stakehole C.416 filled with C.422
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides sloped
steeply. Base was pointed in profile. The fill was soft dark brown sandy silt with occasional
inclusions of fine pebbles and small stones. The impression measured 0.1m by 0.05m and
had a maximum depth of 0.08m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole impression
Stakehole C.417 filled with C.423
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides sloped steeply.
Base was pointed in profile. The impression measured 0.13m by 0.08m and had a maximum depth of 0.18m. The fill was soft dark brownish sandy silt with occasional inclusions
of fine pebbles and small stones.
Interpretation:
Stakehole impression
Stakehole C.418 filled with C.424
Description:
The stakehole was sub-circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides were
sloped steeply to vertically. Base was pointed in profile. The fill was soft dark brown sandy
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silt with occasional inclusions of fine pebbles and small stones. The impression measured
0.13m by 0.12m and had a depth of 0.27m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole impression
Stakehole C.419 filled with C.425
Description:
The stakehole was sub-circular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top and
base was sharp. Sides sloped steeply. Base was tapered to a point. The fill was soft mid
brown sandy silt with occasional inclusions of fine pebbles and small stones. The impression measured 0.13m by 0.12m and had a depth of 0.27m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole impression
Stakehole C.468 filled with C.467
Description:
The stakehole was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was
gradual on S, SE and SW and sharp elsewhere. Sides were stepped and sloped steeply.
Break of slope at base was gradual on S, E, NE and SE and sharp elsewhere. Base was
irregular in plan and had a tapered point in profile. Disturbed by agricultural activity on
the surface. The fill was soft mid blackish brown sandy silt with occasional inclusions of
pebbles and charcoal. The impression measured 0.33m by 0.28m and had a depth of 0.2m
and was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Stakehole located in area between structures 1 and 2 and cemetery 2.
Stakehole C.565 filled with C.566
Description:
The impression was oval in plan. Sharp break of slope at top and base. Sides sloped vertically. Base was circular in plan and flat in profile. The fill was soft blackish brown sandy
silty clay with frequent inclusions of charcoal. The impression measured 0.1m NW SE by
0.08m and had a maximum depth of 0.25m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole impression in base of non archaeological cut C.541.
Stakehole C.646 filled with C.647
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan with sharp break of slope at top. Sides sloped steeply.
Base was circular in plan and tapered to a point in profile. The fill was soft light yellowish
brown sandy silt with moderate inclusions of charcoal flecks. The impression measured
0.09m by 0.09m and had a depth of 0.17m.
Interpretation:
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Stakehole impression
Stakehole C.777 filled with C.776
Description:
The stakehole was circular in plan. Gradual break of slope at top and base. Sides sloped
smoothly. Base was circular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was compact mid
brown silty sand with stones and small charcoal inclusions. The impression measured
0.08m by 0.08m and had a maximum depth of 0.06m.
Interpretation:
Stakehole in cemetery 2.

Group 6: Hearths
Area 1
Hearth C.41 filled with C.42 and C.43
Description:
The hearth was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was gradual.
Sides were concave and sloped gently. Break of slope at base was imperceptible. Base was
oval in plan and concave in profile. The upper fill was firm mid reddish brown silty clay
with occasional stone and charcoal inclusions. The basal fill was firm mid orangish red
silty clay. The hearth measured 0.93m NW SE by 0.8m and had a depth of 0.2m.
Interpretation:
Cut of a hearth in area 1.
Hearth C.84 filled with C. 65, C.66, C.104, C.105, C.106 and C.147
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with rounded corners. Sides were undercut and sloped vertically.
Base was oval in plan and flat in profile. The hearth measured 1.1m by 1m had a depth
of 0.3m and was orientated east west. The uppermost fill was compact dark brownish
black sand with moderate inclusions of charcoal. Directly underneath this was loosely
compacted mid reddish brown silty, peaty sand. The next fill was compact mid to dark
brown clayey sand. The next layer was a mid greenish brown clayey sand with charcoal
inclusions. The next fill was loosely compacted light grey sand with moderate inclusions
of ash. The basal layer was a dark bluish grey pebbly silty sand with moderate inclusions of
charcoal flecks and small pieces and occasional inclusions of medium and large charcoal
pieces.
Interpretation:
Cut of hearth in centre of structure 1.
Hearth C.462 filled with C.461, C. 484, C.491, C.502
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Description:
The cut was sub rectangular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was
gradual on SE and SW, gradual to sharp on W and sharp elsewhere. Sides were smooth
and sloped vertically on E and steeply elsewhere. Break of slope at base was gradual to
sharp on S, W, SE and SW and sharp elsewhere. Base was sub-rectangular in plan and flat
in profile. The upper fill was weakly cemented mid brownish grey sand with occasional
inclusions of charcoal flecks. The next fill was weakly cemented mid brownish yellow
sand with occasional inclusions of charcoal flecks. The underlying fill was a strongly
cemented mid orangish yellow sand with charcoal inclusions. The basal layer was loosely
compacted dark black charcoal with occasional inclusions of sandy soil. The hearth was
orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Cut of a hearth in area between structures 1 and 2 and cemetery 2.
Hearth C.661 filled with C.660
Description:
The hearth was circular in plan. Sharp break of slope at top. Sides were concave and
sloped gently. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was circular in plan and concave in
profile. The fill was loosely compacted dark brown sand with stone and frequent charcoal
inclusions. The cut measured 1.35m by 1.26 and had a maximum depth of 0.32m.
Interpretation:
Cut of a hearth east of cemetery 2.

Group 7: Linear features
Cut of Linear C.55 filled with C.56
Description:
The feature was linear in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was sharp. Sides
were concave and sloped steeply. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was irregular
in plan and concave in profile. The fill was soft mid greyish brown sandy silt with stones
and charcoal flecks.
Interpretation:
A possible slot trench or linear feature in Area 1.
Cut of Linear C.74 filled with C.67, C.138, C.139, C.140, C.141, C.142, C.143,
C.144 and C.145
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top is gradual on
S, imperceptible on W and sharp elsewhere. N side was concave and sloped steeply, S
side was concave and sloped moderately, E side was stepped and sloped steeply and W
side was stepped and sloped moderately. Base was irregular in plan and flat to concave in
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profile. In total there are nine fills. The upper fill was soft light brownish grey sandy silt
with charcoal inclusions. The next fill was soft to firm mid brownish grey sandy silt. The
underlying fill was loosely compacted light greyish brown black silty sand with charcoal
inclusions. The next fill was loosely compacted mid greyish brown silty sand, while under
this was loosely compacted mid greyish brown silty sand with stone inclusions. The next
fill was firm light greyish brown stony silt. The next fill was loosely compacted light greyish brown silty sand while the second last fill was firm mid brown clayey silt while the
basal fill was soft mid brown silty sand.
Interpretation:
Possible drip trench/gully associated with roof of structure 1.
Cut of Linear C.80 filled with C.77
Description:
The linear was sub-rectangular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top and
base was sharp on N and S and gradual on E and W. W side was smooth and sloped moderately, E side was stepped and sloped moderately, N and S sides were smooth and sloped
vertically. Base was irregular in plan and flat in profile. The fill was loosely compacted
dark black sand with occasional pebbles and charcoal flecks. The cut measured 0.55m by
0.12m had a depth of 0.09m and was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of small linear feature, possibly remnants of a slot trench. Formed part of structure 1.
Cut of Linear C.98 filled with C.97
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was gradual on
E and sharp elsewhere. W side was smooth and sloped vertically, E side was stepped and
sloped steeply, N and S sides were convex and sloped vertically. Break of slope at base was
gradual; base was irregular in plan and concave in profile. The fill was loosely compacted
mid orange silty sand pebbles and occasional inclusions of charcoal flecks. The cut measured 0.77m by 0.22m had a depth of 0.16m and was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of small slot trench. Formed part of structure 1.
Linear C.203 filled with C. 199
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with square corners on N and S and rounded corners elsewhere.
Sides were sloped steeply and were irregular on S, smooth on E and concave on W. Break
of slope at base was sharp on S and gradual elsewhere. Base was irregular in plan and
concave in profile. The cut measured 0.42m by 0.29m and had a depth of 0.29.
Interpretation:
Cut of slot trench which formed part of structure 2.
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Linear C.281 filled with C. 225
Description:
The cut was oval in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was sharp on N and
S and gradual elsewhere. Sides were concave and sloped steeply on NW and SE and vertically on SW and NE. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was irregular in plan and
concave in profile. The cut measured 0.36m by 0.14m with a maximum depth of 0.12m.
The fill was firm light yellowish brown sandy clay.
Interpretation:
Cut of slot trench which formed part of structure 2.
Cut of Linear C.325 filled with C.316, C.326, and C.328
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Break of slope at top was imperceptible on S, gradual on N and NE and sharp elsewhere. Sides were irregular and sloped
moderately on N and steeply elsewhere. Break of slope at base was gradual. Base was irregular in plan and profile. The upper fill was compact light grey silty sand. The middle
fill was soft mid brown sandy silt with stone and charcoal inclusions. The basal fill was
soft mid greyish brown sandy silt. The cut measured 2.9m by 1.23m had a depth of 0.44m
and was orientated north south.
Interpretation:
Possible gully associated with structure 3.
Cut of linear C.340 filled with C.315
Description:
The cut was irregular in plan with rounded corners. Sharp break of slope at the top. W
side was stepped and sloped gently, E side was stepped and sloped vertically, N and S sides
were irregular and sloped vertically. Base was irregular in plan and flat in profile. The fill
was compact mid brown clayey sand with pebbles and small charcoal pieces. The gully
measured 1.66m by 0.55m had a depth of 0.20m and was orientated east west.
Interpretation:
Cut of possible gully associated with structure 3.

Group 8 Field Drains
Field Drains C.9 filled with C.10
Description:
The field drain was linear in plan with square corners. Break of slope at top and base was
sharp. Sides were smooth and sloped moderately. Base was square in plan and flat in profile. The fill was soft dark brown sandy silt with stones and charcoal inclusions. The drain
measured 30m by 0.84 had a depth of 0.05m and was orientated NW SE
Interpretation:
Cut of a very shallow field drain.
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Appendix 4 Lithic artefact report
By Farina Sternke

Introduction

E3591:224:1

224 Quartzite

Thickn. (mm)

Width (mm)

Length (mm)

Condition

Cortex

Flint
Flake
Limestone Hone Stone

No Patinated 26 16 5
Heavily
78 30 17
Weathered
Quern Stone Fragment
Burnt
195 182 55

Retouch

1
1

Complete

E3591:1:1
E3591:1:2

Type

Material

Context

Find Number

Three lithic finds from the archaeological investigations of a prehistoric site at Derrybane
2, Co. Tipperary were presented for analysis (Table 1). The finds are associated with a
Bronze Age house, two other structures, cremation pits, hearths and pits.

Yes
No

No
No

No

No

Table 1:  Composition of the Lithic Assemblage from Derrybane 2 (E3591)

Methodology
All lithic artefacts are examined visually and catalogued using Microsoft Excel. The following details are recorded for each artefact which measures at least 2 cm in length or
width: context information, raw material type, artefact type, the presence of cortex, artefact condition, length, with and thickness measurements, fragmentation and the type of
retouch (where applicable). The technological criteria recorded are based on the terminology and technology presented in Inizan et al. 1999. The general typological and morphological classifications are based on Woodman et al. 2006. Struck lithics smaller than 2 cm
are classed as debitage and not analysed further, unless they are retouched or of specific
significance, e.g. cores etc. The same is done with natural chunks.

Quantification
The artefacts are a flaked piece of flint, a modified piece of limestone and a modified piece
of quartzite. All artefacts are larger than 2 cm in length and width and were therefore
recorded in detail.

Provenance
The finds were recovered from the topsoil and a structure.
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Condition:
The lithics survive in patinated (E3591:1:1), heavily weathered (E3591:1:2) and burnt
(E3591:224:1) condition. Two artefacts (E3591:1:2 and E3591:224:1) are incomplete.

Technology/Morphology:
The lithics are a flake (E3591:1:1) and two macro tools (E3591:1:1 and E3591:224:1).
Flakes

The flake was produced on a bipolar-on-an-anvil core and measures 26 mm in length, 16
mm in width and 5 mm in thickness. It most likely dates to the Bronze Age.

Macro Tools:
The two macro tools are a limestone hone stone (E3591:1:2) and a quern stone fragment
made of quartzite (E3591:224:1).
The hone stone is an elongated, rectangular type which is smoothened and flattened
on all sides, but particularly on one edge. It measures 78 mm long, 30 mm wide and 17
mm long.
The quern stone fragment is extensively smoothened and flattened on its bottom and
top surfaces. It measures 195 mm in length, 182 mm in width and 55 mm in thickness.
Both artefacts appear to date to the Bronze Age period.

Dating:
The assemblage has to be regarded as technologically diagnostic and dates to the Bronze
Age period.

Conservation
Lithics do not require specific conservation, but should be stored in a dry, stable environment. Preferably, each lithic should be bagged separately and contact with other lithics
should be avoided, so as to prevent damage and breakage, in particular edge damage
which could later be misinterpreted as retouch. Larger and heavier items are best kept in
individual boxes to avoid crushing of smaller assemblage pieces.

Conclusion
The lithic finds from the archaeological excavation at Derrybane 2, Co. Tipperary are a
bipolar flint flake, a limestone hone stone and a quartzite quern stone fragment.
The assemblage is technologically diagnostic and dates to the Bronze Age.
This site makes a minor contribution to the evidence for prehistoric settlement in Co.
Tipperary.
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Recommendations for Illustration
•• Hone Stone (E3591:1:2)
•• Quern Stone Fragment (E3591:224:1)
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Appendix 5 Plant remains report
By Penny Johnston

Introduction
This report details the results of plant remains analysis from Derrybane 2, Co. Tipperary (E3591). The site at Derrybane 2 revealed prehistoric activity including three circular
structures and a series of cremation pits.

Methodology
The samples were collected on site as bulk soil and were processed using machine-assisted floatation (following guidelines in Pearsall 2000). The floating material (or ‘flot’)
from each sample was collected in a stack of geological sieves (the smallest mesh size was
250mm). When all the carbonised material was collected the flot was then air-dried in
paper-lined drying trays prior to storage in airtight plastic bags. The processed samples
were scanned under low-powered magnification (x 10 to x 40) using a binocular microscope. Nomenclature and taxonomic order follows Stace (1997).

Results
The results of preliminary scanning are presented in Table 1 at the end of this report. A
total of 108 samples from Derrybane 2 were processed and of these 32 samples produced
charred plant remains. The identifications are presented in Tables 2-5.
The charred plant remains included the remains of both cultivated and wild plants.
Of the cultivated plants, cereals were the most common, but there was also a significant
quantity of fruit stones in these samples, as well as a small quantity of weed seeds (Figure
1).
Where cereals were identified both wheat and barley were found. At least some of
these were identifiable as naked barley and emmer wheat but classification was not always
possible due to the poor quality preservation of many of the grains. More than half of the
cereal grains recovered from the site were put into the indeterminate category of ‘Ceralia’
because they were so badly charred and then eroded that it was not possible to distinguish
which type of cereal they were. As only barley and wheat were identifiable it is likely that
most of the grains in the indeterminate category were also from one or other of these
genera. Both cereal types were found in roughly the same amounts, with wheat being
marginally more common (Figure 2).
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Figure 1: Total counts of charred plant items from all samples at Derrybane 2

Barley, 42 grains,
45%
Wheat, 51grains,
55%

Figure 2: Percentage distribution of identifiable cereals from Derrybane 2

The results from Derrybane 2 are unusual since both barley and wheat are required in
roughly equivalent proportions whereas at many other sites it is usually either wheat or,
more commonly, barley that is clearly dominant. Archaeobotanical studies from Bronze
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Age sites in Ireland often reveal barley as the most common cereal type. For example,
barley was the predominant crop type recorded from Bronze Age settlement sites at Ballynamona 2, Co. Cork (Johnston 2010), Knockhouse Lower, Co. Waterford (Johnston
2007a), Site A at Chancellorsland, Co. Tipperary (McClatchie 2008, 475), Lough Gur,
Co. Limerick (Tierney and Hannon 2003) and Curraghatoor, Co. Tipperary (Monk
1987). Some sites do contain large quantities of emmer wheat, however, as it was the most
common cereal type found at the Bronze Age site at Killydonoghoe, Co. Cork (Johnston
2003). In addition, results from along the gas pipeline to the west suggested that both
wheat and barley were present at sites but that barley became more common as the Bronze
Age progressed (Johnston 2007b, 73). This indicates that both wheat and barley played an
important role in crop husbandry practices in the past.
The remains of tubers, often fragmentary, were found in small amounts. These were
recovered only in small quantities and it is unlikely that they are significant features of the
plant economy at this site. The charred tuber, only a single example was recovered from
the site, may have been charred accidentally. Tubers are sometimes recovered from samples associated with cremation deposits, for example at Rathgall, Co. Wicklow (Johnston
et al 2003), Kilgobbin, Co. Dublin (Johnston 2004), and Grange Site 6.4, Co. Dublin
(Johnston 2005), Ballyveelish, Co. Tipperary (Monk 1987). This suggests the possibility
that this grass was intentionally, rather than accidentally, included in cremation deposits.
It may perhaps have been used as tinder to ensure that the cremation fire got going very
quickly.
Hazelnut shell fragments were found in relatively small quantities from this site, 33
fragments were counted in total and these were taken from 11 different samples. These
remains are extremely common in deposits from Irish archaeological sites, from all periods from the Mesolithic to the post-medieval period and they are widely preserved (as
outlined in Monk 2000, 74 – 75).
Fruit stones were found in a total of seven samples, from pits (C.29 (S.5), C.31 (S.7),
C.32 (S.8), C.39 (S.19) and C.62 (S.31)) and cremation pits C.34 (S.12) and C.531 (S.258).
Some sloe and cherry stones were found, but most of the fruit stones were from the hawthorn. They were particularly abundant in C.39 where five of these were recovered. As
these are fruits from common types of woods, it is possible that these fruits stones (mostly
from haws and sloes) were accidentally charred when still attached to wood that was used
as fuel. However, the numbers recovered from this site are unusually large and therefore
there is a possibility that these remains are deliberate inclusions in these deposits. Fruit
stones from a medieval cremation cemetery at Tienen in Belgium were interpreted as the
waste thrown away after a funerary meal at the cemetery (Cooremans 2008, 7).
The richest samples from the site included material from a hearth, C.42 (S.21) and a
moderate quantity of cereal items were recovered from the fill of a cremation pit C.689
(S.297). The hearth deposit C.42 (S.21) was rich in cereals and a reasonable quantity of
weed seeds. The preservation in this sample was poor and the majority of the cereals were
placed into an indeterminate category, 63% of the total cereal count. The remaining cereals were roughly equally split between barley and wheat. The assemblage of weed seeds in
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this sample is relatively large, much larger than that in the other samples from this site.
Most of the weed seeds were from Knotgrass (Polygonaceae), common weeds of waste
places and arable grounds. It is likely that these seeds were brought to the site along with
the cereal grains.
The cremation pit C.689 (S.297) also contained a moderate amount of cereal items
from this sample were identified as chaff, probably emmer chaff. The recovery of chaff in
this sample is unusual since it is usually assumed that high charring temperatures, such
as those associated with cremation pyres. Chaff is usually destroyed, burnt to ash, when
charred at high temperatures (Boardman and Jones 1990). The ratio of grain to chaff in
this sample suggests that the cereals in this deposit were not processed before they were
burnt. There was one barley grain, five wheat grains and 18 indeterminate grains, a total
of 24 cereal grains, although barley grain should not be counted as the chaff is all identified as wheat chaff. There were 34 glume bases identified from this sample and, before
cereal processing there are generally two glume bases to each cereal grain. This suggests
that the glume bases from this sample represent the remains of 17 grains, almost the same
count as the sum total of all the wheat and the indeterminate cereal grains from this sample. The fact that such material was recovered from a cremation pit is not without parallel,
examples were noted along the gas pipeline to the west (Johnston 2007b, 74-75).
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Figure 3: Distribution of plant material in different context types

The plant material from Derrybane 2 came from pits (C.18. C.20, C.21, C.22 and
C.26), cremation pits (C.23, C.24, C.494, C.536, C.534, C.530, C.702, C.711 and C.760),
hearths (C.41 and C.84), a linear feature (C.74), post-holes (C.68, C.73, C.83, C.88,
C.126, C.270, C.274 and C.276) and the stake-hole (C.86). The graph of different plant
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items grouped by different context types (Figure 3) indicates that plant remains were
most common in hearths, followed by cremation deposits. In both of these context types
cereals were common. The graph also demonstrates that hazelnut shell fragments were
only found in any amounts associated with structure features, such as post-holes and
stake-holes.
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Table 1: Scanned samples from Derrybane 2, Co. Tipperary (E3591).
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Table 1
Sample

Context

Charcoal

Seeds

% Scanned

5

29

H

L

50

6

30

H

Absent

50

7

31

H

L

30

8

32

H

L

25

9

33

H

L

50

10

27

H

L

50

11

28

H

Absent

20

12

34

H

L

50

16

27

H

Absent

100

18

38

H

L

50

19

39

H

M

100

20

40

H

Absent

40

21

42

M

M

75

22

42

H

Absent

100

26

56

M

Absent

100

27

56

H

Absent

100

29

58

H

Absent

50

30

61

M

Absent

60

31

62

H

L

50

32

67

H

L

50

33

57

H

L

50

34a

75

H

Absent

60

34b

75

H

Absent

50

35

60

H

Absent

100

36

76

L

Absent

100

37

59

M

Absent

100

38
39

79
77

H
H

Absent
Absent

60
100

41

85

H

L

50

43

89

H

Absent

50

44

87

H

L

75

46

97

M

Absent

100

47

78

H

L

100

50

93

H

Absent

25

56

131

L

Absent

100

57

133

L

Absent

100

66

162

L

Absent

50

67

166

H

Absent

100
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Table 1
Sample

Context

Charcoal

Seeds

% Scanned

68

146

L

Absent

70

70

178

L

Absent

50

76

106

H

L

50

77

105

H

L

100

78

104

M

L

100

79

66

M

Absent

100

80

65

H

H

100

81

169

M

Absent

100

82

129

H

L

100

83

130

H

L

100

84

127

H

Absent

100

85

128

H

Absent

100

86

84

H

Absent

100

95

186

H

Absent

100

97

74

M

Absent

100

98

74

H

Absent

30

99

74

H

L

100

100

74

H

Absent

50

117

224

M

Absent

100

122

242

H

Absent

50

130

255

M

Absent

100

137

223

H

Absent

100

138

270

H

L

100

140

271

H

Absent

100

143

275

H

L

100

144

279

L

Absent

100

145a

274

H

L

100

145b

274

H

Absent

100

154

279

M

Absent

100

155

300

H

Absent

100

161

314

H

Absent

50

164

315

M

Absent

100

165

326

M

Absent

50

176

342

H

Absent

100

224

328

M

Absent

100

228

478

M

Absent

100

229

476

H

Absent

100

236

478

H

Absent

50

237

409

H

L

50
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Table 1
Sample

Context

Charcoal

Seeds

% Scanned

241

495

H

Absent

50

243

501

H

Absent

25

245

504

H

Absent

25

246

506

H

L

25

247

508

H

Absent

50

248

510

H

Absent

60

249

512

Absent

Absent

100

250

514

H

Absent

15

255

533

H

Absent

30

256

537

H

L

30

257

535

H

L

25

258

531

H

L

20

262

552

L

Absent

100

264

554

H

Absent

30

271

570

Absent

Absent

100

278

599

H

Absent

100

279

570

M

Absent

100

297

689

H

L

50

300

701

H

L

25

302

704

L

Absent

60

309

719

L

Absent

100

311

722

H

Absent

100

314

736

H

Absent

50

318

755

H

Absent

50

319

761

H

L

75

320

763

M

L

50

322a

768

M

Absent

100

322b

768

M

L

100

322c

768

M

Absent

100

323

770

H

Absent

100

324

771

H

Absent

100

325

773

H

Absent

100

326

775

H

Absent

70

327

776

H

Absent

100

328

778

H

Absent

100

Key: H = High frequency, M = Medium frequency, L = Low frequency
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Table 2: Identified charred plant remains from pits excavated at Derrybane 2 (E3591)

Cut
Context
Sample
Indeterminate seeds from the Knotgrass family (Polygonaceae)
Hawthorn: haw stones (Crataegus monogyna Jacq.)
Possible haw stone (cf Crataegus monogyna Jacq.)
Indeterminate fruit stone/nut shell fragments
Plantain (Plantago L. species)
Wheat grains (Triticum L. species)
Indeterminate cereal grains (Ceralia)
Indeterminate weed seeds
Indeterminate tuber
Possible tuber fragment

26
29
5
1

18
31
7
2

1

1
4

20
32
8

21
38
18

1

22
39
19
5

3

1
1
1
1
1
1

Table 3: Identified charred plant remains from cremation pits excavated at Derrybane 2 (E3591)

Cut
Context
Sample
Hazelnut shell fragments (Corylus avellana
L.)
Cherries: plum/sloe/cherry stones (Prunus
L. species)
Hawthorn: haw stones (Crataegus monogyna Jacq.)
Possible haw stone (cf Crataegus monogyna Jacq.)
Indeterminate fruit stone/nut shell
fragments
Plantain (Plantago L. species)
Barley grains (Hordeum vulgare L.)
Naked barley grains (Hordeum vulgare
var. nudum)
Emmer wheat (Triticum dicoccum L.)
Wheat grains (Triticum L. species)
Indeterminate glume bases from primitive
wheat (Triticum spp.)
Indeterminate cereal grains (Ceralia)
Indeterminate grass seeds (Poaceae)
Indeterminate weed seeds
Indeterminate tuber

23
33
9

24
34
12

494
495
241

536
537
256

534
535
257

530
531
258
1

702
689
297

711
701
300

760
761
319
2

1
3
1
2
1
4
1

1
2

2
6
4

3
7

4
1
34

2
1

12

18
1

1
3
1
1
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Table 3: Identified charred plant remains from hearths excavated at Derrybane 2 (E3591)

Cut
Context
Sample
Hazelnut shell fragments (Corylus avellana L.)
Indeterminate seeds from the goosefoot family
(Chenopodiaceae)
Indeterminate seeds from the Knotgrass family
(Polygonaceae)
Indeterminate fruit stone/nut shell fragments
Barley grains (Hordeum vulgare L.)
Naked barley grains (Hordeum vulgare var. nudum)
Barley rachis internodes (6-row)
Emmer wheat (Triticum dicoccum L.)
Wheat grains (Triticum L. species)
Indeterminate cereal grains (Ceralia)
Indeterminate grass seeds (Poaceae)
Indeterminate weed seeds

41
42
21
2
1

84
106
76
2

84
105
77

84
104
78
1

84
65
80

10
20
2
3
16
65
1
3

1
6
4

3

5
2
4
1

10

Table 4: Identified charred plant remains from post- and stake-holes excavated at Derrybane 2 (E3591)

Cut
Context
Sample
Hazelnut shell fragments (Corylus
avellana L.)
Blackthorn: sloe stones (Prunus spinosa
L.)
Indeterminate fruit stone/nut shell
fragments
Barley grains (Hordeum vulgare L.)
Naked barley grains (Hordeum vulgare
var. nudum)
Indeterminate cereal grains (Ceralia)

73
62
31

68
57
33

86
85
41
1

88
87
44
1

83
78
47
1

126
129
82

126
130
83
1

270
270
138
4

276
275
143

1
2

1

1

1
1
1

1

1
1

Table 5: Identified charred plant remains from linear features excavated at Derrybane 2 (E3591)

Cut
Context
Sample
Indeterminate cereal grains (Ceralia)
Indeterminate weed seeds

)

112

274
274
145
17

74
67
32
1

74
74
99
1
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Appendix 6 Osteoarchaeological report
by Linda G. Lynch

Abstract
This report details the Osteoarchaeological analysis of human cremated bone recovered
from a number of features excavated at a prehistoric site at Derrybane 2, Co. Tipperary
by Eachtra Archaeological Projects (E number E3591, Ministerial Direction No. A038).
Human cremains were recovered from 21 pits, including one with an inverted urn, from
the eastern and western sides of the site, and also from a hearth and a hollow associated
with one of three structures in the central area of the site. In general, the volumes of bone
recovered were quite low. However, the analysis revealed a fascinating complex ritual
treatment of the dead. The MNI was 13 adults and 6 juveniles.

Osteological Terms Used
A number of basic terms are used frequently in osteo-archaeology and these are outlined
below. The definitions are taken from White and Folkens (1991, 28-35) and Bass (1995,
319-321).

Figure 1. Annotated diagram showing main skeletal elements (after Mays 1998, 2, fig. 1.1)
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Directions - General
Superior - toward the head of the body.
Inferior - opposite of superior, body parts away from the head.
Anterior - toward the front of the body.
Posterior - opposite of anterior, toward the back of the individual.
Medial - toward the midline of the body.
Lateral - opposite of medial, away from the midline of the body.
Proximal - nearest the axial skeleton, usually used for long bones.
Distal - opposite of proximal, furthest from the axial skeleton.
Palmar - relating to the hand, the palm side
Plantar - relating to the foot, towards the sole of the foot
Dorsal - relating to the hand and foot, the back of the hand, the top side of the foot
External - outer.
Internal - opposite of external, inside.
Endocranial - inner surface of the cranial vault.
Ectocranial - outer surface of the cranial vault.

Direction - Teeth
Mesial - toward the point on the midline where the central incisors contact each other.
Distal - opposite of mesial.
Lingual - toward the tongue.
Labial - opposite of lingual, toward the lips.
Buccal - opposite of lingual, toward the cheeks.
Incisal - the biting surface of the tooth.
Occlusal - the chewing surface of the tooth.

General bone features/terms
Process - a bony eminence.
Eminence -a bony projection, usually not as prominent as a process.
Spine - generally a long, thinner, sharper process than an eminence.
Tuberosity - a large, usually roughened eminence of variable shape, often the site of a
ligament attachment.
Tubercle - a small, usually roughened eminence, often a site of a ligament attachment.
Trochanters - two large, prominent, blunt, rugose processes found on the distal femur.
Malleolus - a rounded protuberance adjacent to the ankle joint.
Boss - a smooth round broad eminence.
Articulation - an area in which adjacent bones are in contact at a joint.
Condyle - a rounded articular process.
Epicondyle - a non-articular projection adjacent to a condyle.
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Head - a large, rounded, usually articular end of a bone.
Shaft or diaphysis - the long, straight section between the ends of a long bone.
Epiphysis - usually the end portion or extremity of a long bone which is expanded for
articulation.
Neck - the section of a bone between the head and the shaft.
Torus - a bony thickening.
Ridge - a linear bony elevation, often roughened.
Crest - a prominent, usually sharp and thin ridge of bone.
Line - a raised linear surface, not as thick as a torus or as sharp as a crest.
Facet - a small articular surface, or tooth contact.
Metaphysis – a line of junction between epiphysis and diaphysis.
Osteoblastic - process of bone formation
Osteoclastic - process of bone resorption

Other osteological terms
C1-C7 – cervical vertebrae (neck) numbered from 1-7.
CEJ – cemento-enamel junction, junction of crown of tooth and root.
DJD – degenerative joint disease.
T1-T12 – thoracic vertebrae (torso) numbered 1-12.
TMJ – tempromandibular joint, joint of lower jaw.
L1-L5 – lumbar vertebrae (lower back) numbered 1-5.
S1-S5 – sacral vertebrae (in between left and right pelvis) numbered 1-5.
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Introduction
Background to Project
Excavations at Derrybane 2, Co. Tipperary were undertaken by Eachtra Archaeological Projects under Contract 1 of the N7 national road scheme (Ministerial Direction No.
A38, E number E3591). The following is a summary of the excavation, taken directly from
the Eachtra Archaeological Projects (2008, 1-2):
Excavation of Derrybane 2 revealed prehistoric activity in the form of a series of
cremation pits, post-holes, hearths, pits and stake-holes. A total of fifty-seven pits, thirtysix postholes, thirty-three stake-holes, thirty-six cremation pits, five linear cuts and four
hearths were revealed during excavation of the site.
Excavation of the western end of the site revealed four cremation pits (C.16, C.17,
C.23 and C.24) and seven pits (C.18, C.19, C.20, C.21, C.22, C.25 and C.26) that appeared to be associated with the funerary activity. A further three pits (C.11, C.46 and
C.48), a hearth (C.41), two post-holes (C.50 and C.54) and a linear cut (C.55) were also
excavated in this area.
Excavation in the central section of the site revealed three post-built circular structures and a series of cremation pits further east.
The largest building (Structure 1) comprised 11 post-holes (C.68, C.69, C.70, C.71,
C.72, C.73, C.90, C.94, C.96, C.81, C.108 and C.221) and two small slot trenches (C.80
and C.98) with an entrance/porch at the south-east. A hearth (C.84) and 11 stake-holes
(C.109, C.112, C.114, C.116, C.118, C.120, C.122, C.124, C.136, C.174 and C.176) were
located inside the structure. To the north-west of the house was a linear cut (C.74) that
was probably the remains of a gully for water running off the roof of the house. Structure
1 measured 7.5m in diameter.
A second possible circular structure (Structure 2) was located 1.5 m to the north of
Structure 1. Structure 2 was formed by three post-holes (C.83, C.88 and C.134), five
stake-holes (C.86, C.132, C.164, C.165 and C.187) and three pits (C.203, C.234 and
C.281). The pattern of this structure was not as clear as Structure 1, but it appeared to be
between 6 m and 7 m in diameter. Two quern stone fragments were recovered from one
of the pits (C.234).
The third structure (Structure 3) was a relatively small, hut-like building with a diameter of 2.25 m. It was located circa 22 m to the north of Structure 1 and comprised six
post-holes (C.270, C.272, C.274, C.276, C.278 and C.280). Two linear cuts (C.325 and
C.340) to the west of the feature (3 m from the ring of post-holes that formed Structure
3) were probably the remains of gullies.
In the eastern extent of Area 2 at least twenty-six cremation pits were excavated (C.475,
C.477, C.487, C.489, C.494, C.500, C.503, C.505, C.509, C.511, C.513, C.532, C.534,
C.536, C.571, C.601, C.605, C.702, C.705, C.711, C.718, C.721, C.737, C.772, C.767,
C.775 and C.779). An inverted urn was recovered from pit C.705; this was the only find
from this area of the site. A further thirteen pits in the area (C.507, C.530, C.551, C.553,
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C.579, C.589, C.597, C.603, C.663, C.706, C.713, C.759 and C.760) were probably related
to the funerary activity.

Scope of Study
This report primarily details the analysis of the cremated bone recovered from 25 of the
features excavated at Derrybane 2. Most of the cremated bone was human in origin. Animal bone was identified from two features. While those samples will be referred to here
this report deals with the actual analysis of the human cremains only. The materials and
methods utilised in this study are described in Section 1.3 and Section 1.4 respectively.
The results of the analysis are described in Section 2, while a synthesis and discussion are
provided in Section 3.

Materials
The cremated bone recovered from Derrybane 2 was processed and separated from the
soil matrix by the client and forwarded to the writer for analysis. The actual weight of
bone recovered is detailed in Section 2. In most instances the volume of cremated bone
recovered was low. Just 10 samples were greater than 100g in weight.
Cremated bone was recovered from 25 features excavated at this site, including four
pits in the west, a hearth, a hollow and a stakehole at the centre of the site, and from 18
pits in the east. All of the cremains in the four western pits were human in origin. The
hearth associated with Structure 1 in the central area contained both possible human
bone and animal cremated bone; human cremains were in the hollow, while cremated
animal bone was recovered from the stakehole. The cremains in 17 pits at the eastern
side of the site were human in origin, while it was not possible to positively identify
the cremains in another pit from this area. The cremains in one of the eastern pits were
contained within an inverted urn. The fill of this urn was excavated correctly using the
recommended procedure of removing the material in a series of spits. These spits are not
stratigraphic in nature: rather they allow for a detailed assessment of the cremains within
a vessel (see section 3.2).
The context numbers of all of the features containing cremated bones and analysed in
this report are provided in Table 1.
Western Area
Pits C.16, C.17, C.23, C.24

Central Area
Hearth C.84 in Structure 1; Hollow C.387 to west of Structure 1;
Stakehole C.86 associated with
Structure 2

Eastern Area
C.475, C.477, C.494, C.503,
C.505, C.509, C.511, C.532,
C.534, C.536, C.571, C.605,
C.702, C.711, C.718, C.721, urn
with fill C.782, C.737

Table 1. Excavated features containing cremated bone
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Methods
The fragments of cremated human bone were identified and analysed to determine the
minimum number of individuals (MNIs). Where possible the age-at-death and sex of the
individual/s was determined. No pathological lesions or dental diseases were observed on
the fragments.
All of the cremated bone was weighed, the condition of the fragments was described,
and the sizes of the fragments recovered were examined. These processes allow for the
examination of a cremation deposit in terms of methods of cremation and possible associated ritual. All percentages have been rounded off to one decimal place.
All of the raw osteological data on the cremains and the inhumation recovered from
Derrybane 2 are housed with the writer. The cremains will be returned to the client, and
the curation will be determined by the National Museum of Ireland.

Analysis
Cremains from western Pits C.16, C.17, C.23, C.24

Pit C.16 (fill C.28, sample 11)
A total of 146g (608 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.28 of pit C.16.
All of the cremains were human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 71g or
48.6% of the total sample. A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 2.
Main Skeletal Division
Cranium and mandible
Torso
Limbs
Unidentified fragments
Total

Identified Skeletal Elements
Cranial vault fragments.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Total weight (g)
5
0
66
75
146

Table 2. List of identified human cremains in pit C.16, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and an
adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. It was not possible to determine
a more accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of the individual. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 31.04mm in length. A
summary of the weights of the various fragment sizes is presented in Table 3.
Size Grade (mm)
<2
2-<5
5-<10
10>mm
Total

Weight (g)
1
60
36
49
146

Table 3. Graded fragment size of all cremains from pit C.16
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The cremains were generally all white in colour, although some grey fragments were
present. Concentric fracturing was present in the long bone fragments. The fragments
were unworn.
Pit C.17 (fill C.27, sample 10)

A total of 93g (244 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.27 of pit C.17. All
of the cremains were human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 81.7% (76g) of
the total sample. A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 4.
Main Skeletal Division
Cranium and mandible
Torso
Limbs
Unidentified fragments
Total

Identified Skeletal Elements
Cranial vault fragments.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Total weight (g)
19
0
57
17
93

Table 4. List of identified human cremains in pit C.17, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and an
adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. The sutures of the cranium are
all open which suggests that this individual was less than 30 years at the time of death.
It was not possible to determine the sex of the individual. No dental conditions and/or
skeletal pathological lesions were present on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 31.34mm in length. A
summary of the weights of the various fragment sizes is presented in Table 5.
Size Grade (mm)
<2
2-<5
5-<10
10>mm
Total

Weight (g)
1
31
34
27
93

% of Total
1.1
33.3
36.6
29
100

Table 5. Graded fragment size of all cremains from pit C.17

The cremains were generally all white in colour, although some grey fragments were
present. Concentric fracturing was present in the long bone fragments. The fragments
were unworn.
Pit C.23 (fill C.33, sample 9)
A total of 11g (106 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.33 of pit C.23. All
of fragments appear human in origin, and may be from a juvenile individual. The largest
fragment in the sample was from a long bone and it measured 23.94mm in length. All of
the fragments were white in colour. No concentric fractures were visible, but it is noted
that the sample size is small. The fragments appear worn, with smooth edges.
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Pit C.24 (fill C.34, sample 12)

A total of 8g (68 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.34 of pit C.24. All
of the fragments appear human in origin, and may be from a juvenile individual. The
largest fragment in the sample was from a long bone and it measured 14.73mm in length.
Most of the fragments were white in colour, although some grey fragments were present.
No concentric fractures were visible, but it is noted that the sample size is small. The fragments were unworn.
Cremains from central area of site including:
Hearth C.84 associated with Structure 1, hollow C.387 to west of Structure 1 and stakehole C.86 associated with Structure 2
Hearth C.84, Structure 1

The hearth C.84 that was excavated in Structure 1 contained a number of fills. Cremated
bone was recovered from three of the fills. One sample appears human in origin, while
the other two appear animal in origin. The analysis is detailed below.
Sample 76, fill C.106

A total of 8g (36 fragments) of cremated bone was recovered from the fill C.106 of this
hearth C.84, in Structure 1. The fragments are possible animal in origin.
Sample 78, fill C.104

A total of 21g (33 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.104 of this hearth
C.84. All of fragments appear possible human in origin, although it was not possible to
determine an accurate age-at-death. The largest fragment measured 12.33mm in length.
All of the fragments were white in colour. No concentric fractures were visible, but it is
noted that the sample size is small.
Sample 80, fill C.65

A total of 3g (29 fragments) of cremated bone was recovered from the fill C.65 of this
hearth C.84, in Structure 1. The fragments are possible animal in origin.
Fill of hollow C.387 to west of Structure 1,
(fill C.409, sample 237)

A total of 64g or 265 fragments of cremains was recovered from the fill C.409 of hollow
C.387. It was possible to positively identify 33g or 51.6% of the total sample. A summary
of the identified elements is provided in Table 6.
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Identified Skeletal Elements
Cranial vault fragments.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Total weight (g)
4
29
31
64

Table 6. List of identified human cremains in hollow C.387, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and an
adult. The cremains appear to be those of a single individual, possibly an adult. It was not
possible to determine a more accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine
the sex of the individual. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were
present on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 22.49mm in length.
The volume of the sample militated against assessing the general fragment sizes of the
cremains.
The cremains were generally white in colour. There was concentric fracturing and the
fragments were unworn.
Stakehole C.86, Structure 2, (fill C.85, sample 41)

A total of 1g (15 fragments) of cremated bone was recovered from the fill C.85 of this
stakehole C.85, in Structure 2. The fragments are possible animal in origin.

Cremains from eastern pits C.477, C.475, C.494, C.503, C.505, C.509, C.511,
C.532, C.534, C.536, C.571, C.605, C.702, C.711, C.718, C.721, urn in pit
C.705, C.737
Pit C.475 (fill C.476, sample 229)

A total of 247g of cremains was recovered from the fill C.476 of pit C.475. All remains
were human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 18g or 73.3% of the total sample. A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 7.
Main Skeletal Division
Cranium and mandible
Torso
Limbs
Unidentified fragments
Total

Identified Skeletal Elements
Cranial vault fragments.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Total weight (g)
70
0
111
66
247

Table 7. List of identified human cremains in pit C.475, including weights of main skeletal parts
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There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and an
adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. It was not possible to determine
a more accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of the individual. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 37.22mm in length. A
summary of the weights of the various fragment sizes is presented in Table 8.
Size Grade (mm)
<2
2-<5
5-<10
10>mm
Total

Weight (g)
2
55
75
115
247

% of Total
0.8
22.3
30.4
46.6
100.1

Table 8. Graded fragment size of all cremains from pit C.475

The cremains were generally white in colour. There was concentric fracturing and the
fragments were unworn.
Pit C.477 (fill C.478, sample 228)

A total of 108g (456 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.478 of pit C.477.
All of the cremains were human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 69g or
63.9% of the total sample. A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 9.
Main Skeletal Division
Cranium and mandible
Torso
Limbs
Unidentified fragments
Total

Identified Skeletal Elements
Cranial vault fragments;
Teeth – 1 root, apparently fully formed deciduous tooth.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Total weight (g)
12
0
57
39
108

Table 9. List of identified human cremains in pit C.477, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and an
adult. The cremains are those of a single juvenile individual, possibly between the ages of
approximately 2 years and 6 years at the time of death. It was not possible to determine
a more accurate age-at-death. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions
were present on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 34.37mm in length. A
summary of the weights of the various fragment sizes is presented in Table 10.
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Weight (g)
1
41
38
28
108

% of Total
0.9
38
35.2
25.9
100

Table 10. Graded fragment size of all cremains from pit C.477

The cremains were generally white in colour. There was concentric fracturing and the
fragments were unworn.
Pit C.494 (fill C.495, sample 241)

A total of 9g (110 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.495 of pit C.494.
All of fragments appear human in origin, but it is not possible to determine if the fragments are from a juvenile or an adult individual. Small fragments of long bone and cranial vault were present in the sample. The largest fragment was from a long bone and it
measured 16.98mm in length. All of the fragments were white in colour. No concentric
fractures were visible, but it is noted that the sample size is small. The fragments appear
worn, with smooth edges.
Pit C.503 (fill C.504, sample 245)

A total of 140g of cremains was recovered from the fill C.504 of pit C.503. All of the remains were human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 94g or 67.1% of the total
sample. A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 11.
Main Skeletal
Division
Cranium and
mandible
Torso
Limbs
Unidentified
fragments
Total

Identified Skeletal Elements

Total weight (g)

Cranial vault fragments;
Temporal – internal auditory meatus of left petrous portion.
Vertebra – left superior facet of a lumbar;
Ribs – medial end of one right rib, one rib shaft fragment.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

13
3
78
46
140

Table 11. List of identified human cremains in pit C.503, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and an
adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. It was not possible to determine
a more accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of the individual. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 45.85mm in length. A
summary of the weights of the various fragment sizes is presented in Table 12.
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Weight (g)
1
22
49
68
140

% of Total
0.7
15.8
35
48.6
100.1

Table 12. Graded fragment size of all cremains from pit C.503

The cremains were all white in colour. There was concentric fracturing and the fragments were unworn.
Pit C.505 (fill C.506, sample 246)
A total of 172g of cremains was recovered from the fill C.506 of pit C.505. All remains
were human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 112g or 65.1% of the total
sample. A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 13.
Main Skeletal Division
Cranium and mandible
Torso
Limbs
Unidentified fragments
Total

Identified Skeletal Elements
Cranial vault fragments;
Zygomatic – frontal process of right zygomatic.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Total weight (g)
71
0
41
60
172

Table 13. List of identified human cremains in pit C.505, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and
an adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. The preserved sutures of the
cranium were all open which suggests that this individual may have been less than approximately 30 years at the time of death. It was not possible to determine the sex of the
individual. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present on the
cremains.
The largest fragment was from the cranial vault and it measured 33.75mmx21.61mm.
A summary of the weights of the various fragment sizes is presented in Table 14.
Size Grade (mm)
<2
2-<5
5-<10
10>mm
Total

Weight (g)
1
22
54
95
172

% of Total
0.6
12.8
31.4
55.2
100

Table 14. Graded fragment size of all cremains from pit C.505

The cremains were all white in colour. There was concentric fracturing and the fragments were unworn.
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Pit C.509 (fill C.510, sample 248)
A total of 44g of cremains was recovered from the fill C.510 of pit C.509. All remains were
human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 19g or 43.2% of the total sample. A
summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 15.
Main Skeletal Division
Cranium and mandible
Torso
Limbs
Unidentified fragments
Total

Identified Skeletal Elements
Cranial vault fragments;
Zygomatic – frontal process of left zygomatiC.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Total weight (g)
1
0
18
25
44

Table 15. List of identified human cremains in pit C.509, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and
an adult. The cremains are those of a single juvenile individual, probably aged less than
6 years at the time of death (but greater than 1 year). It was not possible to determine a
more accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of the individual.
No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 25.92mm in length.
The cremains were all white in colour. There was concentric fracturing and the fragments were unworn.
Pit C.511 (fill C.512, sample 249)
Less than 1g (2 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.512 of pit C.511. The
fragments were unidentifiable.
Pit C.532 (fill C.533, sample 255)
A total of 7g of cremains was recovered from the fill C.533 of pit C.532. All remains were
human in origin. It was possible to positively identify just 2g or 28.6% of the total sample.
A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 16.
Main Skeletal Division
Cranium and mandible
Torso
Limbs
Unidentified fragments
Total

Identified Skeletal Elements
One cranial vault fragment.
3 long bone shaft fragments.
-

Total weight (g)
<1
0
<1
5
7

Table 16. List of identified human cremains in pit C.532, including weights of main skeletal parts

The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 22.44mm in length.
The cremains were all white in colour. No concentric fractures were visible, but it is
noted that the sample size is small. The fragments were slightly worn.
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Pit C.534, (fill C.535, sample 257)
A total of 750g of cremains was recovered from the fill C.535 of pit C.534. All of the
remains were human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 420g or 56% of the
sample. A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 17.
Main Skeletal Division

Identified Skeletal Elements

Cranium and mandible

Cranial vault fragments;
Temporal – right petrous portion;
Zygomatic – frontal process of left zygomatic;
Maxilla – sockets for upper right 1st and 2nd incisors and
canine;
Mandible –left and right coronoid process, sockets for two
mandibular sockets;
Teeth – two root fragments.
Vertebra – x 2 left superior and inferior cervical facets;
Ribs – x 1 shaft fragment;
Hip – x 8 iliac body fragment.
Arms – fragment of distal posterior left humerus just superior to olecranon fossa;
Hands – distal half of a proximal hand phalanx;
Legs –; 1 fibula fragment;
Feet – 1 sesamoid, distal epiphysis of a 1st proximal foot
phalanx;
Hands/feet – fragment of distal head of a hand or foot
phalanx;
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Torso
Limbs

Unidentified fragments
Total

Total weight
(g)
99

23
298

330
750

Table 17. List of identified human cremains in pit C.534, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and an
adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. It was not possible to determine
a more accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of the individual. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a fibula and it measured 72.22mm in length. A summary of the weights of the various fragment sizes is presented in Table 18.
Size Grade (mm)
<2
2-<5
5-<10
10>mm
Total

Weight (g)
10
221
101
418
750

% of Total
1.3
29.5
13.5
55.7
100

Table 18. Graded fragment size of all cremains from pit C.534

The cremains were generally white in colour and there were concentric fractures. The
fragments were unworn.
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Pit C.536 (fill C.537, sample 256)
A total of 45g of cremains was recovered from the fill C.538 of pit C.536. All remains were
human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 27g or 60% of the total sample. A
summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 19.
Main Skeletal Division
Cranium and mandible
Torso
Limbs
Unidentified fragments
Total

Identified Skeletal Elements
Cranial vault fragments.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Total weight (g)
2
25
28
45

Table 19. List of identified human cremains in pit C.536, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and an
adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. It was not possible to determine
a more accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of the individual. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 39.17mm in length.
The cremains were all white in colour. There were very few concentric fractures visible:
indeed, most were straight. The fragments were slightly worn.
Pit C.571 (fill C.570, samples 271 and 279)
A total of 82g (279 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.571 of pit C.570.
Two separate samples of cremains were recovered: 3g in sample number 271 and 79g from
sample number 279. All of the remains were human in origin. It was possible to positively
identify 58g or 70.3% of the total sample. A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 20.
Main Skeletal Division

Identified Skeletal Elements

Cranium and mandible
Torso
Limbs

Cranial vault fragments.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments;
Hand – a lateral or medial half of the distal end of a
proximal or intermediate hand phalanx.
-

Unidentified fragments
Total

Total weight
(g)
<1
0
57
24
82

Table 20. List of identified human cremains in pit C.571, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child
and an adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. It was not possible to
determine a more accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of
the individual. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present on
the cremains. The sample was very noticeable for the frequency of long bone fragments.
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The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 25.57mm in length.
The cremains were all white in colour. There were no concentric fractures: all edges
were straight. The fragments were unworn.
Pit C.605 (fill C.599, sample 278)
A total of 206g of cremains were recovered from the fill C.599 of pit C.605. All remains
were human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 95g or 46.1% of the total sample. A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 21.
Main Skeletal Division

Identified Skeletal Elements

Cranium and mandible

Cranial vault fragments;
Maxilla – fragment of right maxilla with fragment of root of
1st premolar;
Teeth – one enamel fragment, root of unidentified molar.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Torso
Limbs
Unidentified fragments
Total

Total weight
(g)
24

0
71
111
206

Table 21. List of identified human cremains in pit C.605, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child
and an adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. It was not possible to
determine a more accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of
the individual. However, the fragments are small and slender which might suggest that
this was a female. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present
on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 38.12mm in length. A
summary of the weights of the various fragment sizes is presented in Table 22.
Size Grade (mm)
<2
2-<5
5-<10
10>mm
Total

Weight (g)
1
85
70
50
206

% of Total
0.5
41.3
34
24.3
100.1

Table 22. Graded fragment size of all cremains from pit C.605

The cremains were generally white in colour. There was minimum evidence of concentric fracturing. The fragments were unworn.
Pit C.702 (fill C.689, sample 297)
A total of 20g (86 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.689 of pit C.702.
All of fragments appear human in origin. They appear to be from an adult individual.
All of the fragments were from long bones. The largest fragment measured 31.06mm in
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length. All of the fragments were white in colour. Concentric fractures were visible. The
fragments were unworn.
Pit C.711 (fill C.701, sample 300)
A total of 277g of cremains was recovered from the fill C.701 of pit C.711. All remains
were human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 148g or 53.4% of the total
sample. A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 23.
Main Skeletal Division
Cranium and mandible
Torso
Limbs
Unidentified fragments
Total

Identified Skeletal Elements
Cranial vault fragments.
Vertebra – fragment of margin of body of a lumbar
vertebra;
Rib – one shaft fragment.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Total weight (g)
6
<1
141
129
277

Table 23. List of identified human cremains in pit C.711, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and an
adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. It was not possible to determine
a more accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of the individual. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 39.55mm in length. A
summary of the weights of the various fragment sizes is presented in Table 24.
Size Grade (mm)
<2
2-<5
5-<10
10>mm
Total

Weight (g)
1
83
69
124
277

% of Total
0.4
30
24.9
44.8
100.1

Table 24. Graded fragment size of all cremains from pit C.711

The cremains were all white in colour. Concentric fractures were present and the fragments were unworn.
Pit C.718 (fill C.719, sample 309)
A total of 10g (142 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.719 of pit C.718.
All of the fragments appear human in origin, and may be from a juvenile individual. It
was not possible to determine a more accurate age-at-death. It was possible to identify 4g
or 40% of the total sample. There were 2g of cranial vault fragments and 2g of long bone
fragments. The largest fragment in the sample was from the cranial vault and it measured
17.01mmx12.78mm in length. All of the fragments were white in colour. No concentric
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fractures were visible, but it is noted that the sample size is small. The fragments were
unworn.
Pit C.721 (fill C.722, sample 311)
A total of 52g (455 fragments) of cremains was recovered from the fill C.722 of pit C.721.
All of the fragments appear human in origin, and may be from a juvenile individual. It
was not possible to determine a more accurate age-at-death. It was possible to identify
21g or 40.4% of the total sample. There were 9g of cranial vault fragments and 12g of
long bone fragments. The largest fragment in the sample was from the cranial vault and
it measured 26.68mmx19.43mm in length. All of the fragments were white in colour. No
concentric fractures were visible, but it is noted that the sample size is small. The fragments were unworn.
Inverted urn
(fill C.780a-d, samples 322, 323, 324, 325)
The fill of the cremation urn was excavated in four spits, and the bone from each spit was
analysed separately. In total, 782g of cremains were recovered from the urn. All were human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 455g or 58.2% of the total sample. A
summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 25.
There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and an
adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. It was not possible to determine
a more accurate age-at-death. The fragments in general appear to have originated from
small and slender bones. This suggests that the cremains may be from a female individual.
No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present on the cremains.
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Main Skeletal Division

Identified Skeletal Elements

Total weight (g)

Cranium and mandible

Cranial vault fragments;
Frontal – lateral margin of right orbit;
Zygomatic – frontal process of right and left zygomatics;
Temporal – right suprameatal crest, right petrous portion;
Maxilla – right maxillary fragment containing roots of 1st
and 2nd incisors;
Mandible – right ascending ramus, sockets of incisors, 3
mandibular sockets of unidentified teeth;
Teeth – 4 enamel fragment, 9 root fragments.
Vertebra –right and left inferior processes of C2, left superior and inferior facets of an unidentified cervical, right
inferior and superior process of unidentified lumbar;
Ribs – 1 right lateral end, 3 shaft fragments;
Scapula – unsided glenoid fragment;
Hip – x 5 pelvic fragments.
Hands – left lunate, 5 distal ends of a proximal/intermediate hand phalanx, shaft of a proximal/intermediate hand
phalanx;
Feet – possible fragment of the lateral margin of the
proximal end of the right MT4, distal end of a proximal
foot phalanx;
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

185

Torso

Limbs

Unidentified fragments
Total

13

265

319
782

Table 25. List of identified human cremains in fill C.780 of urn, including weights of main skeletal parts

The largest fragment recovered was from a long bone and it measured 71.65mm in
length. It was recovered from C.780b. A summary of the weights of the various fragment
sizes is presented in Table 26.
Size Grade (mm)
<2
2-<5
5-<10
10>mm
Total

Weight (g)
5
192
127
458
782

% of Total
0.6
24.6
16.2
58.6
100

Table 26. Graded fragment size of all cremains from the fill C.780 of urn

The cremains were all white in colour. Concentric fractures were present and the fragments were unworn.
A detailed discussion of the results of the analysis of the cremains in the urn is provided in Section 3.2.
Pit C.737, (fill C.736, sample 314)
A total of 122g or cremains was recovered from the fill C.736 of pit C.737. All of the
remains were human in origin. It was possible to positively identify 54g or 44.3% of the
total sample. A summary of the identified elements is provided in Table 27.
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Unidentified fragments
Total
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Identified Skeletal Elements
Cranial vault fragments.
Unidentified long bone shaft fragments.
-

Total weight (g)
3
0
51
68
122

Table 27. List of identified human cremains in pit C.737, including weights of main skeletal parts

There is no evidence of duplication of skeletal elements, and neither is there any indication of other individuals of different ages-at-death in the sample, such as a child and an
adult. The cremains are those of a single adult individual. It was not possible to determine
a more accurate age-at-death, and it was not possible to determine the sex of the individual. No dental conditions and/or skeletal pathological lesions were present on the cremains.
The largest fragment was from a long bone and it measured 42.79mm in length. A
summary of the weights of the various fragment sizes is presented in Table 28.
Size Grade (mm)
<2
2-<5
5-<10
10>mm
Total

Weight (g)
<1
54
31
36
122

% of Total
0.8
44.3
25.4
29.5
100

Table 28. Graded fragment size of all cremains from pit C.737

The cremains were all white in colour. Concentric fractures were present and the fragments were unworn.
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Synthesis and Discussion
Summary of Analysis
A summary of the analysis of the cremated bones recovered from Derrybane 2 is provided
in Table 29.
Feature

Location

Pit C.16

Western pits

Weight
(g)
146

Pit C.17

Western pits

93

Pit C.23

Western pits

Pit C.24

Hearth
C.84
Hearth
C.84

% id’d/
unid’d
71/29

% <2/2-<5/5<10/10>mm
0.7/41.1/24.7/33.6

1 adult,
<30 yrs

81.7/18.3

1.1/33.3/36.6/29

11

Juvenile?

n/a

n/a

Western pits

8

Juvenile?

n/a

n/a

Structure 1,
C.65, C.106
Structure 1
C.104

11g (two Animal
samples)
1
Possible
Human

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Colour white; no
concentric fractures;
unworn.
Colour white;
concentric fractures;
unworn.
n/a

C.387

MNI
1 adult

Colour white and
grey; concentric
fractures; unworn.
Colour white and
grey; concentric
fractures; unworn.
Colour white; no
concentric fractures;
worn.
Colour white and
grey; no concentric
fractures; unworn.

Fill of hollow 64
to west of
Structure 1
Stakehole Structure 2 1g
C.86

1 adult

51.6/48.4

n/a

Animal

n/a

n/a

Pit C.475 Eastern pits

247

1 adult

73.3/26.7

Pit C.477 Eastern pits

108

1 juvenile
2-6 yrs

63.9/36.1

Pit C.494 Eastern pits

9

Human

n/a

Pit C.503 Eastern pits

140

1 adult

67.1/32.9

Pit C.505 Eastern pits

172

1 adult
<30 yrs

65.1/34.9

Pit C.509 Eastern pits

44

1 juvenile
<6 yrs

43.2/56.8

Pit C.511 Eastern pits

1

n/a

Pit C.532 Eastern pits

7

Unidentified
Human

0.8/22.3/30.4/46.6 Colour white; concentric fractures;
unworn.
0.9/38/35.2/25.9
Colour white; concentric fractures;
unworn.
n/a
Colour white; no
concentric fractures;
worn.
0.7/15.8/35/48.6
Colour white; concentric fractures;
unworn.
0.6/12.8/31.4/55.2 Colour white; concentric fractures;
unworn.
n/n
Colour white; concentric fractures;
unworn.
n/a
n/a

n/a

n/a

Colour white; no
concentric fractures;
slightly worn.

133

ISSUE 11: Eachtra Journal - ISSN 2009-2237

Feature

Location

Archaeological Excavation Report

Pit C.534 Eastern pits

Weight
(g)
750

MNI
1 adult

% id’d/
unid’d
56/44

Pit C.536 Eastern pits

45

1 adult

60/40

Pit C.571 Eastern pits

82

Human

70.3/29.7

Pit C.605 Eastern pits

206

46.1/53.9

Pit C.702 Eastern pits

20

1 adult,
possible
female
1 adult

Pit C.711 Eastern pits

277

1 adult

53.4/46.6

Pit C.718 Eastern pits

10

Possible
juvenile

40/60

Pit C.721 Eastern pits

52

Possible
juvenile

40.4/59.6

Urn

Eastern pits

782

45.5/54.5

Pit C.737 Eastern pits

122

1 adult,
possible
female
1 adult

100/0

54/46

% <2/2-<5/5<10/10>mm
1.3/29.5/13.5/55.7

Colour white;
concentric fractures;
unworn.
n/a
Colour white;
straight fractures;
slightly worn.
n/a
Colour white; all
straight fractures;
unworn.
0.5/41.3/34/24.3
Colour white; few
concentric fractures;
unworn.
n/a
Colour white; concentric fractures;
unworn.
0.4/30/24.9/44.8
Colour white; concentric fractures;
unworn.
n/a
Colour white; no
concentric fractures;
unworn.
n/a
Colour white; no
concentric fractures;
unworn.
0.6/24.6/16.2/58.6 Colour white; concentric fractures;
unworn.
0.8/44.3/25.4/29.5 Colour white; concentric fractures;
unworn.

Table 29. Summary of analysis of cremains from Derrybane 2

Discussion
In total, human remains were recovered from 23 features at Derrybane 2. Four of the
samples could only be identified as human. Each of the other 19 features contained the
remains of a single individual – 13 adults and 6 juveniles.
Cremated human bone was recovered from four pits in the west of the site (C.16,
C.17, C.23, and C.24). Seven other pits were also excavated in that area and these may
be related to funerary activity. Another three pits, a hearth, two post-holes and a linear
cut were also excavated (Eachtra Archaeological Projects 2008). Each of the four pits
contained fragments of the remains of single individuals: an adult in each of pit C.16 and
C.17 and a juvenile in each of pit C.23 and C.24. However, no actual diagnostic fragments of bone recovered from any of the pits (for example, a fifth metacarpal). Therefore,
in theory, it is entirely possible that the remains of a single adult and a single juvenile are
divided between the pits. The cremains in pits C.16, C.17 and C.24 were generally well
cremated, although there were some greyish fragments within the samples. The cremains
in pit C.23 were completely cremated. Studies have indicated that complete cremation is
attained at pyre temperatures of between 654OC and 1200OC (after Mays 1998). The grey
fragments may easily have occurred as a result of fragments falling away during the firing.
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The cremains in pit C.23 were particularly different when compared with the other
three cremains samples in that area. Just 11g of the cremated bones of a juvenile were
recovered from this pit, which admittedly may skew the results. However, as well as
being completely cremated the cremains also exhibited only straight fractures and the
fragments were worn. Extensive studies have been undertaken on fracture patterns in
cremated bones (see Correia 1997). The research is somewhat conflicting (ibid.). However,
one study, which has been used extensively as a reference guide relates to the identification of cremated fleshed bone versus dry bone (Binford 1963). It specifically found that
straight fractures occurred when dry bones were cremated whereas if the bones were
fleshed (and therefore fresh) the resulting fractures would be concentric in nature (ibid.).
The latter occurs as a result of the forces exuded by the burning and constricting flesh.
The straight fractures apparent in the juvenile cremains from pit C.23 suggests that the
bones may have been dry (and defleshed) when cremated. Furthermore, the worn nature
of the fragments suggests that the cremains may have been retained for sometime prior to
deposition. It is unlikely that the wear occurred as a result of taphonomic factors as none
of the other cremains in the area were similarly affected. This juvenile appears to have
been afforded very different mortuary practices than those cremains in the adjacent pits.
Human cremains were recovered from two features in the centre of the sites. Both
possible human and animal cremains were recovered from a hearth C.84 associated with
Structure 1. The animal bone weighed 11g while the human remains weighed just 1g.
Both are small volumes. The animal bone would normally be dismissed as food debris.
The tiny volume of possible human remains may have been an accidental deposition. The
cremains of an adult were recovered from a hollow C.387 in this area also. The sample
weighed 64g, which suggests that it was a deliberate deposition. Why this was not buried
in a pit like the other cremations at the site cannot be determined, but it is again suggestive of differential treatment of the dead.
The majority of the cremated human remains from Derrybane 2 were recovered from
pits at the eastern side of the site. A total of 39 pits were excavated on the eastern side of
the site and cremated bone was recovered from 18 of the pits (C.475, C.477, C.494, C.503,
C.505, C.509, C.511, C.532, C.534, C.536, C.571, C.605, C.702, C.705, C.711, C.718,
C.721, C.737). One pit C.705 contained an inverted urn (E3591:704:1-19) with a cremation deposit (Eachtra Archaeological Projects 2008, iv). The analysis of the cremains in
the urn is presented separately below. Human cremains were recovered from 17 of the
pits, while 1g of unidentified cremated bone was recovered from another pit (C.511). As
has been noted with the other cremation deposits at this site, the volumes of bone recovered were low: just 10 samples of cremains weighed more that 100g. The general range of
weights is provided in Table 30.
Weight range (g)
0-99
100-199
200-299

No. of human cremains deposits/% of total
8/47.1
4/23.5
3/17.6
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300-399
400-499
500-599
600-699
700-799
Total
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2/11.8
17/100

Table 30. Range of weights of human cremains from eastern pits

Modern research indicates that the weight of the cremated remains of an adult individual may range from between 1600g and 3500g (McKinley 1989). Certainly none
of the adult cremains recovered from the site (see Table 29) represent deposition of the
complete cremains. A number of factors need to be considered when assessing the disparity between the actual weight of bone recovered and the expected weight of the cremains
of an adult individual. The cremains were scientifically excavated and recovered, therefore loss of bones during the excavation and post-excavation stage may be dismissed. It
is possible that a significant volume of bone has disintegrated in the soil through time.
However, studies have indicated that – primarily through changes in the chemical properties of bone during the cremation process – cremated bone tends to survive very well
in most soils, including acidic environments (Mays 1998, 209). The question then arises
as to whether these samples of cremains were removed from a primary, larger cremation
sample, were only selected body-parts cremated to begin with, or whether some or all of
the cremains represent the multiple depositions of just one or two individuals?
The total weight of human cremated bone recovered from Derrybane 2 is 3396g, including adult and juvenile remains. That figure still does not reach the maximum expected weight of the complete cremains of a human adult (3500g). However, archaeological
cremains actually rarely reach the expected levels. In a recent study of European cremations the average weights of cremations from each of the Urnfield culture period, the La
Téne period and the Imperial Roman period respectively were found to be 393g, 347g,
and 317g respectively (Wahl 2008). In the case of Derrybane 2 it is possible that perhaps
only part of a cremation was selected for deposition or, as mentioned earlier, perhaps a
full cremation was deposited in a series of pits. The latter may only be proved through
an extremely detailed process of refitting: that is, seeing if fragments from one cremation
pit join with any fragments from another cremation pit. It is possible that the portions
of the cremations were utilized in other ways. Water may have had a ritual significance
in terms of the cremation process (see Lynch and O’Donnell 2007) and perhaps some of
a cremation was deposited in water. There is also evidence that some cremation deposits
were retained for sometime prior to deposition: this has already been noted in one of the
four human cremation deposits recovered on the western side of Derrybane 2 (pit C.23)
and it was also present in one deposit from the eastern pits (pit C.494).
There is also the possibility that only certain body parts were selected for deposition
in pits. For example, the 20g of cremains from pit C.702 were all long bones. This may
have been a fortuitous result of the collection process or it may have been very deliberate.
In a typical adult individual, the bones of the cranium will weigh approximately 18.2%
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of the total skeleton, the torso bones 23.1%, and the limb bones 58.7% (McKinley 1989).
All of the adult cremation deposits from Derrybane 2, weighing more than 100g (9 in
total) were assessed in terms of what body parts were identified in the samples. The findings were that cranium remains accounted for 29.1% (476g), torso bones for just 2.4%
(40g), and the limb bones for 68.5% (1122g). The significant underrepresentation of the
torso bones is possibly due to the more fragile nature of those elements. Limb bones are
naturally the most robust and would survive better. Similarly adult cranial bones may
be quite robust. Therefore there is no substantial evidence of deliberate selection of body
parts for either cremation or disposal (apart from pit C.702). However, it has already been
noted that there is evidence that some of the cremations may have been of dry bones (pits
C.23, C.494, C.532, C.536, C.571, C.718, C.721) and there may well have been a degree
of selection with those.
The overall fragment-sizes of the cremains in these pits were extensively examined.
A generalized study of cremation burials in Britain found that, on average, 50% of the
fragments were greater than 10mm in size (McKinley 1994, 340). In ideal archaeological circumstances, cremated bone fragments may be in excess of 30mm and can be up
to 140cm in size (McKinley 1994, 342). In that study, McKinley found no substantial
evidence of deliberate post-cremation fragmentation of the deposits. In the case of the
cremains samples weighing 100g or more in total from the eastern pits 49.6% of the fragments were greater than 10mm in size. This suggests that the cremains were not further
processed by pounding and crushing. Interestingly, the sizes of the fragments recovered
from the urn and from pit C.534 were very similar (see Table 29). It may be expected
that the fragments in open soil would be more subject to disintegration. Studies of British
urned cremations versus cremations from open soil found that fragment size was larger in
the urned samples (McKinley 1994).
Cremains from urn

As mentioned earlier, modern studies have indicated that the weight of the cremated
remains of a complete adult can range from approximately 1600g to 3500g (McKinley
1989). Figure 2 shows the total weight of adult bone recovered from the urn from Derrybane 2, and compares the weights with the expected minimum and maximum weights
for an cremated adult (after ibid.).
The total weight of cremains recovered from the urn was 782g. The minimum number of individuals represented in the sample was one possible female adult. Yet the total
weight of the cremated bone of this adult does not even reach half of the minimum expected weight of bone from cremated human adult. Some of the factors that may account
for bone loss in archaeological contexts have been referred to earlier. In addition, the urn
itself may have afforded protection to the cremains. It is more likely that only a selection
of cremains were deposited in the urn originally.
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782

1600

3500

Figure 2. Weights of adult cremains from urn from Derrybane 2 compared with expected rates

Almost three-fifths (59.2%) of the cremains in the urn could be identified. In a typical
adult individual, the bones of the cranium will weigh approximately 18.2% of the total
skeleton, the torso bones 23.1%, and the limb bones 58.7% (McKinley 1989). This can
provide a useful comparison for studies of complete archaeological cremations. Figure 3
illustrates the summarised information on the identified adult primary body parts from
the cremains in the urn in comparison to the expected rates as defined by McKinley
(ibid.).

60
50
40
% 30
20
10
0
c.780
Expected

Cranium

Torso

Limbs

40

2.8

57.2

18.2

23.1

58.7

Figure 3. Recovered body parts of cremains from urn in Derrybane 2 in comparison to expected rates

The representation of the limb bones was as expected. Elements of the torso were
significantly underrepresented, as was the case with other cremains from the site. This is
likely to be due to the fact that the ribs and the vertebrae are quite fragile and therefore
more susceptible to extensive destruction in the pyre and to degeneration in the soil. In
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contrast the cranial bones were well represented and this may be related to the general
robusticity of those elements. However, it is also possible that the cranial bones were deliberately targeted for deposition in the urn, while the elements of the torso were either
not collected or were disposed of or utilised in another manner. This notion would be
supported by the evidence below of differential deposition of body parts within the urn,
suggesting that certain areas of the body were recovered after the cremation.
The distribution of the cremains within the urn was assessed in detail. The contents
C.780 of the urn were excavated in four spits: C.780a was the basal deposit, C.780b overlay it, and that was in turn overlaid by C.780C. The uppermost layer was C.780d. The
urn was inverted. It is important to stress that the excavated spits were not archaeological
in nature, rather they were part of the excavation strategy. However, an assessment of the
cremains at the various levels may give an indication as to whether there was any pattern
to the method of deposition of the remains. The frequency of cremains per each level is
indicated Figure 4.

40
35
30
25
% 20
15
10
5
0
Series1

c.780a

c.780b

c.790c

c.780d

0.8

28

38.1

33.1

Figure 4. Distribution of cremains within the urn
N.B. C.780a was the basal fill while C.780d was the uppermost fill at the rim of the vessel.
However the vessel was inverted.

The basal fill of the urn contained the least amount of cremains, while bone was relatively evenly distributed through the rest of the vessel. This is likely to have occurred as
a result of the inverting of the vessel at the time of deposition and the natural progress of
gravity, as well as other taphonomic factors.
The distribution of the identified fragments within the urn was also examined. The
level of representation of each primary body element within the urn is provided in Figure
5.
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Torso

0

15.4

46.2

38.5

Limbs
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38.5

44.2

16.6

Cranium

Figure 5. Distribution of main body parts throughout urn
N.B. C.780a was the basal fill while C.780d was the uppermost fill at the rim of the vessel.
However the vessel was inverted.

Not surprisingly, given the previous results, all three body elements were extremely
poorly represented in the basal layer of the urn C.780a. Cranial fragments were most
frequently represented in the upper fill of the vessel C.780d. This might suggest that the
cranial fragments were the last to be collected and/or deposited into the urn. Elements of
the torso – while generally being underrepresented in this sample to begin with – were
most frequent in the upper two fills of the urn (C.780c and C.780d). The limbs were well
represented in the middle fills of the run (C.780b and C.780c), but poorly represented in
the upper fill C.780d.
The clear variations in the actual frequency of the various main body elements
throughout the urn might suggest two factors in particular. Firstly, it is possible that
there was very little ‘raking through’ of the bones in the fire (this may be done during traditional cremation to ensure complete cremation, particularly of the extremities such as
hand and foot bones which may fall away from the burning body). When a human body
is cremated, and not disturbed by any raking for example, it will retain the actual outline
of the form of the body (McKinley 2000). This suggests that the individuals carrying out
the cremation were very adept at the process. Secondly, it appears that the cremated bones
may have been collected and/or deposited in broad sections, for example the cranial elements may have been amongst the last fragments collected and deposited. However, again
it is stressed that the excavated spits of the urn are arbitrary in nature.
The sizes of the fragments of the cremains were extensively examined. A generalized
study of cremation burials in Britain found that, on average, 50% of the fragments were
greater than 10mm in size (McKinley 1994, 340). In ideal archaeological circumstances,
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cremated bone fragments may be in excess of 30mm and can be up to 140cm in size
(McKinley 1994, 342). In that study, McKinley found no substantial evidence of deliberate post-cremation fragmentation of the deposits.
60
50
40
% 30
20
10
0
Series1

<2mm
0.6

2-<5mm 5-<10mm 10>mm
24.6

16.2

58.6

Figure 6. Summary of cremains fragment size, C.780 from urn

In the case of the cremains in the urn, more than half of the fragments (58.6%) were
10mm or greater in size. This suggests that this sample of cremains, as with the other cremains from the site, had not been subject to post-cremation processing (such as pounding
or grinding). The latter was a prominent feature of Middle and Late Bronze Age cremations examined as part of the Gas Pipeline to the West archaeological investigations (see
Lynch and O’Donnell 2007). The distribution of the various fragment sized throughout
the urn was also assessed. The data is presented in Figure 7.
In contrast to the clear evidence of variation in the actual type of bone within the four
excavated spits of the urn, there appears to be no distinct pattern in relation to the sizes
of the fragments. Fragments less than 2mm in size were poorly represented throughout
the urn. However, the other three size categories were well-represented and occurred with
a similar frequency. The exception was in relation to C.780a, the basal fill of the urn, but
which actually was the highest occurring layer as the urn was inverted. In that deposit
fragments measuring between 2mm and less than 5mm in size accounted for 40% of the
sample, while just 20% of the fragments were 10mm or larger. This was in stark contrast
to the other three spits where the 2-<5mm category accounted for between 26-29% and
the 10>mm category accounted for between 31-34% of the sampled bones. The disparity
is likely to be related to gravity, both before and after deposition. It is also noted that the
cremains recovered from C.780a accounted for just 0.8% of the total sample of bones in
the urn and as such, any data from that must be approached with caution.
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Figure 7. Distribution of bone fragments by size categories throughout urn
N.B. C.780a was the basal fill while C.780d was the uppermost fill at the rim of the vessel.
However the vessel was inverted.

All of the fragments of bone were split and cracked due to the intensity of the cremation pyre. Concentric fractures were also present. The latter are U-shaped fissures in long
bones and concentric fissures in the proximal heads of the femora and humerus (McKinley 2000, 405). That fracturing can only occur in fresh, typically fleshed bones, as the lack
of an organic content in dry bones militates against the occurrence of such fractures in
dry bone samples (ibid.). This suggests that a fleshed body or body parts were cremated.
There is always the possibility that only certain body parts were cremated. Indeed, it has
already been noted that the skeletal elements of the torso were very poorly represented.
However, it is virtually impossible to clarity this possibility in archaeological cremations.
Finally, the cremains in the urn were all white in colour. This indicates complete cremation at pyre temperatures of between 654OC and 1200OC (after Mays 1998). This, in
combination with other evidence, indicates that the society in question were extremely
adept at the complex process of cremation.
The analysis of the human cremains from Derrybane 2 indicate a highly complex
ritual process, far exceeding the traditional modern view of the cremation of a body being
solely about a sanitised method of disposing of the dead. The modern cremation process
is essentially ‘deritualised’ (McKinley 2008, 163). Emerging evidence from prehistoric
cremations (see Lynch and O’Donnell 2007) reveal an intensely diverse practice and such
is the evidence from Derrybane 2. There are clear and significant variations in the treatment of the cremated remains of certain individuals. And we have no way of telling why
that variation was initiated. Cremation may have been an honorable method of disposal
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or it may have been the opposite. Perhaps everyone in that community was cremated and
the actual treatment of the bones after the cremation was the important factor. Why, for
example, would one individual’s cremains be deposited in apparently a simple hollow and
another individual afforded burial in an urn? It would be unwise to assume that the individual buried in the urn was of a higher social ranking. Perhaps they committed some
crime in the community and the inverted urn was a method of trapping and imprisoning
their remains. Perhaps the small deposit in the hollow represents the remains of a high
ranking individual. It is clear also that both fleshed remains and dry bones were cremated
and again we cannot determine the reasoning behind this. Perhaps it was as simple as
the weather being too wet or fuel being unavailable that the remains of some individuals were only cremated as dry bones. The scant bone fragments cannot reveal how those
remains were defleshed. They may have been defleshed by an individual, they have been
buried and dug up later, they may have been exposed. Why too were only portions of a
cremation deposited here? And what happened to the rest of the cremains? Also, what is
the significance of the other pits at the site that do not contain cremated bone? Perhaps
they are meant to be similar to cenotaphs. We simply cannot tell how they relate to the
cremation deposits. There is evidence that at least some of the cremains were retained for
a time prior to deposition. Although there are a huge amount of questions that may never
be answered regarding prehistoric cremations, their analysis constantly highlights the
intensely complex issues that surround them.

Conclusions
Human cremains were recovered from a 23 of the features excavated at Derrybane 2.
Each feature – primarily pits - contained just a single individual. The final MNI was 13
adults and 6 juveniles. The analysis revealed a highly varied and intensely complex treatment of the cremated remains. Radio-carbon dating will assist further in the interpretation of the site.
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Appendix 7 Pottery report
Helen Roche and Eoin Grogan

Introduction
The assemblage consisted of the upper portion of a Middle Bronze Age funerary urn
(weight: 1977g) and associated cremated bone found within pit C. 705. The cremated
bone produced a date of 1635–1503 cal. BC. Further sherds (1 rim-, 1 bodysherd and 2
fragments; total weight: 165g), representing a probable Middle Bronze Age domestic urn,
were found within pit C. 759.

Middle Bronze Age Urn Burial
The cordoned urn (Vessel 1) had a slightly out-turned rim ranging in profile from pointed
to rounded, with an estimated diameter of 300mm. The thick-walled (13.4–17.2mm
thick), hard, coarse fabric is somewhat friable with a high content of mainly dolerite and
shale inclusions. Much of the exterior surface is weathered and rough to touch but had
originally been smoothed with a clay and water wash. There is a shallow constriction on
the exterior surface below the rim, below which is a low raised cordon followed by low
groove. Decoration is present in the form of oblique strokes below the cordon. It is possible that further decoration was present but weathering has destroyed any evidence. The
interior surface is fire blackened.

Middle Bronze Age Domestic Urn
Vessel 2 has a slightly everted rounded rim. The fabric (11.1–12.2mm thick) is well executed and compact, somewhat chalky in texture with a moderate content of mainly dolerite
inclusions. The weathered exterior surface had originally been smoothed and burnished.
Short strokes are present around the top of the rim. Faint surviving decoration is present
in the form of fine horizontal incised lines above oblique fine incised lines, possibly forming triangles or zigzags in places. Slight traces of carbonised residue are present on the
exterior and interior surfaces.

Discussion
Pit burials containing cordoned urns are a common funerary practice occurring mainly
in the Early Bronze Age, however, a number of examples extend into the Middle Bronze
Age period. The distribution has a dominant north, north-east, south-east pattern (Grogan and Roche 2010, 40), with few known examples in the north Munster region of the
country. Exceptions include pit burials at Longstone, Co. Tipperary, and Cush, Glenaree
and Knockadea all in Co. Limerick (Waddell 1998, 152; Kavanagh 1976, 366–67). As at
Derrybane 2 the pot was generally inverted over the cremation deposit and therefore the
base of the vessel was vulnerable to agricultural activity and often does not survive.
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The absence of accompanying funerary remains with the sherds representing Vessel 2
and the presence of carbonised matter on the interior of the sherds favours its identification as representing a domestic cordoned urn; however, it is possible that it represents a
disturbed burial. The domestic variant is generally similar in form and fabric to funerary vessels but is less well made and finished and the decoration, where present, is more
haphazardly applied. The presence of burnishing, an uncommon feature of any cordoned
urn pottery, may indicate a requirement for a totally waterproof finish for pots in domestic use. Large domestic vessels related to funerary cordoned urns have come from a
number of settlement sites in this region, including Caherdrinny 3 and Gortnahown 3,
Co. Cork (sites excavated on the Fermoy to Mitchelstown Bypass), and at Ballyveelish
and Chancellorsland, Co. Tipperary (Roche and Grogan 2009a; 2009b; Doody 1987;
2008). Examples were found at Lough Gur, Co. Limerick, Sites C, D (Ó Ríordáin 1954,
333–40 and 392–94, figs 18.7–9, 19.1–6, 34.26, pl. 34), Circle L and Site 10 (Grogan and
Eogan 1987, 405 and 449–51, figs 45.891, 68.893–11). Vessels of this type have also been
found at Ballinaspig More 5, Ballincollig, Co. Cork (Danaher 2004; Grogan and Roche
2004) and Rathcormack, Co. Cork (Purcell 2003; Roche 2004).
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Catalogue
The excavation number E3591 is omitted throughout; only the deposit number followed
by the find number is included.
Where the pottery is listed in the catalogue the context numbers are in bold: e.g.
bodysherds: 704:1.
Sherd numbers incorporating a forward slash indicates joining sherds, e.g. 830/831.
The colour reference refers to the outer surface/core/inner surface, e.g. orange/grey/black.
The thickness refers to an average dimension; where relevant a thickness range is indicated.
Vessel numbers have been allocated to pottery where some estimation of the form of
the pot is possible, or where the detailed evidence of featured sherds (e.g. rims, shoulders)
or the fabric indicates separate vessels.

Middle Bronze Age Cordoned Urn: Cremation burial.
Vessel 1. Represented by the upper portion of an urn in a fragmented condition. Most of
the rim survives 704:15/23/18/16/11/19, 8/21/12/20, twelve bodysherds 704: 1–10, 13–14,
17, 22, eight fragments 704:7, 24–27, 28a-b, 30 and several crumbs 704:29; 780a:1; 780b:2.
The slightly out-turned rim ranges from pointed to rounded in profile. There is a shallow constriction on the exterior surface below the rim, below which is low raised cordon
followed by low groove. Thick-walled, hard, coarse and somewhat friable fabric with a
high content of mainly dolerite and shale inclusions (≤ 11.9mm). Much of the exterior
surface is weathered and rough to touch but had originally been smoothed with a clay and
water wash. Decoration is present in the form of oblique strokes below the cordon. It is
possible that further decoration was present but weathering has destroyed any evidence.
The interior surface is fire blackened. Estimated rim diameter: 300mm. Colour: brown/
grey-brown/black. Thickness: 13.4–17.2mm. Weight: 1977g.

Middle Bronze Age domestic urn
Vessel 2. Represented by a rimsherd 755:1/4/3, a bodysherd 755:2 and two fragments 755:5,
6.
Slightly everted rounded rim. Well executed compact fabric, somewhat chalky in
texture with a moderate content of mainly dolerite inclusions (≤ 5.6mm). The weathered
exterior surface had originally been smoothed and burnished. Short strokes are present
around the top of the rim. Faint surviving decoration is present in the form of fine
horizontal incised lines above oblique fine incised lines, possibly forming triangles or
zigzags in places. Slight traces of carbonised residue are present on the exterior and interior surfaces. Colour: orange-brown/dark grey/orange-brown. Thickness: 11.1–12.2mm.
Weight: 165g.
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Appendix 8 Animal bone report
Margaret McCarthy, MA, MIAI

Introduction
The excavations at Derrybane 2 produced a small collection of very fragmented burnt
animal bones. These were all recovered from Area 2 where evidence for Bronze Age occupation was revealed. The faunal assemblage is made up entirely of small fragments of
calcined bone indicating that the remains were in contact with intense heat for a considerable period of time. The total recovered assemblage amounts to less than a hundred
fragments most of which are not diagnostic to species. It is likely that the recovered bones
represent the domestic waste of the Bronze Age occupants of the site being recovered
from a hearth and a posthole associated with the structures. All of the bones are extensively scorched and burnt which must have occurred either from cooking activities such
as roasting meat over a spit or from the disposal of bone waste into the fire as a means of
refuse disposal. In general, the small quantities of faunal remains involved suggests that
there was either no deliberate policy of placing bones into the excavated features on the
site or that preservation conditions were not conducive to organic survival. The material
is described below by individual excavated feature.

Posthole – C86
The fill (C85) of this posthole contained a negligible sample of 16 small fragments of burnt
bone. None of these can be taken to species level but four are of sufficient size to indicate
that they represent a rib fragment and three long bone fragments from a medium-sized
animal such as sheep/goat or pig. The remaining 10 bones are too small to either identify
to species level or place into a size category.

Hearth – C84
Two fills (C65 and C106) of this hearth yielded a total sample of 62 bones. Again, most
of the remains are indeterminate (81%) with the only identified bone being a small piece
of thoracic vertebra, identified as sheep/goat. Two other small vertebral fragments seem
to represent sheep/goat as well but identification here is less certain. There is also a small
portion of a rib and eight fragments of long bone, probably belonging to either sheep/
goat or pig. The remainder of the recovered sample is too small for specific identification.

Conclusions
The small collection of animal bones from Derrybane 2 would appear to be waste from
food consumed by the Bronze Age occupants of the site. The recovered samples however
cannot assist in making any useful conclusions concerning diet and economy. The animal
bones from the hearth are probably the result of the deliberate disposal of domestic waste;
those from the posthole are more likely to have accumulated by natural processes in the
fill.
149

