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1 Introduction
An archaeological assessment report was requested by Limerick County Council following an applica-
tion for planning permission to construct 97 housing units at Skehacreggaun td., Mungret, Limerick. 
The developer is Mr. Seamus Braddish, Ballynort, Askeaton, Co. Limerick and the planning reference 
number is 03/2528. The assessment, including testing, was undertaken by Eachtra Archaeological 
Projects in May 2004 under licence no. 04E0414 and no archaeologically sensitive areas were identi-
fied. A report on this work was submitted to the relevant authorities. Condition 22 of the subsequent 
grant of planning from Limerick County Council stated that the developer ‘engage the services of a suit-
ably qualified archaeologist who shall monitor all site investigations and other excavation works’. Eachtra 
Archaeological Projects carried out monitoring of ground works in December 2004, January 2005 
and May 2005. During the latest phase of monitoring, a small pit was discovered. The archaeological 
excavation of this feature was conducted under an extension to licence 04E0414. Further monitoring 
led to the discovery of a larger area which was later to be interpreted as a fulacht fiadh. This report 
comprises the results of both these excavations. 

2 Site location and topography
The site is located in the townland of Skehacreggaun (National Grid reference: R 15434 15409), in the 
parish of Mungret and barony of Pubblebrien (Figs. 1 and 2). The townland name comes from ‘Creg’ 
meaning rock or crag (Flanagan 2002, 64). There are extensive views from the northernmost portion 
of the site. Locally to the south the views are restricted by St Nessan’s Church and general tree cover. 
The development site is composed of three fields (Fig. 3). The townland boundaries in the northern 
portion of the site are delineated by rubble limestone walls that survive to a height of 0.8-0.9m high 
and are on average 1.2m wide. The northern two fields, Fields 1 and 2, are in very good pasture and 
slope to the south and north. They are bordered by stone walls with a cover of trees and scrub, compris-
ing of hawthorns and oak trees. The southern field, Field 3, is flat and wet and is in rough pasture. The 
development site is bounded by the R510 to the east. This site is at the base of a slope lying between the 
nearby Mungret ecclesiastical complex (LI013-009) to the south and Temple Mungret (LI013-010) 
just over the hill.

3 Historical and archaeological background
The general area around Mungret is rich in archaeological sites, many of which date to the early his-
toric period and later. Prehistoric sites are much less well known, but there are some prehistoric RMP 
sites listed within a two mile radius of the development site. These include a possible Megaltihic site at 
Ballyvelogh (LI012-127), potentially a Neolithic site. There were standing stones at Conigar (LI012-
123), Castlemungret (LI013-147) and Moneteen (LI013-148): these monuments usually date to the 
Bronze Age. Two fulachta fiadh/burnt mounds are known at Ballymacashel (LI012-125 and LI012-
126). These are also typical Bronze Age monuments. The concentration of prehistoric sites within the 
small area suggests quite widespread activity during the Bronze Age.

There are two archaeological sites in proximity to the development site (Fig. 2). An enclosure (LI013-
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010) is located in the townland of Ballykeeffe to the west and the Mungret ecclesiastical complex 
(LI013-009) is located in the townland of Baunacloka to the south of the development site.  The 
monastery at Mungret was reputed to have been founded by St. Nessan who died in the mid 6th 
century and was one of the most important foundations in north Munster (Bradley et al. 1985, 186). 
An 8th century text, The Martyrology of Tallaght, records St. Nessan as a deacon of Munster, living 
in Mungret. Elsewhere he was reputed to have been a deacon of Patrick. The abbots of Mungret are 
recorded from the 8th century providing clear evidence for the importance of the monastery (ibid). 
The relict remains of three churches today testify to the importance of the site. Indeed, the Psalter of 
Cashel stated that the monastery had six churches within its walls (Westropp 1904-5, 367). The three 
churches are located within the confines of Mungret Monastery. St Nessan’s Church, visible from the 
development site, may date to the 10th century. The oldest church on the site is the smallest. Located 
south of St Nessan’s Church it is rectangular in plan with two small windows in the southern wall 
and one in the eastern gable. ‘Mungret Abbey’, as it is known (Leask 1933), was constructed between 
1251 and 1272. However, there is no evidence that this church functioned as an abbey at all in the 
13th century but most likely served as the parish church of Mungret (Bradley et al, 1985, 190). This 
church remained in use as a Church of Ireland parish church until 1822 (Spellissy and O’Brien 1989, 
221-222). It is the largest church in the group and has a long chancel and a short wider nave with a 15th 
century residential tower at the western end (Leask 1985, 183). 

A holy well (LI013-009), Toberpatrick, is situated in the field to the south of the development site. Its 
location to the north of the monastery and across the road is interesting as is its association with the 
national saint and not the founder of the monastery. However, the founding saint, Nessan, had strong 
associations with St Patrick. Sited as it is outside the original ecclesiastic enclosure (similar to that at 
Kilmalkedar on the Dingle peninsula), its location possibly reflects a more profane use-function but it 
is still within the tearmon of the church. 

Artefactual evidence dating to the Early Medieval period relates to the discovery of a coin hoard in 
1840 apparently located in a quarry near the churches. The coins numbered between 20 and 120 and 
were of Viking and Anglo-Saxon origin and dated the 10th century.  Two bells were also apparently 
found with the coin hoard (Bradley et al 1985, 196). 

In the early part of the 12th century Domhnall Mór O Briain granted the land of Mungret to St. 
Mary’s, Limerick and subsequently it became part of the bishop’s estate (O’Connor 2003, 13). In the 
High Medieval period, after the arrival of the Normans, Mungret became an Episcopal manor and in 
1225 was granted the right to hold a weekly market (Bradley et al 1985, 186-7). A rental for the manor 
is recorded for the year 1336 in the Black Book of Limerick and states that the burgesses paid £4 10s 
0d annually to the bishop for lands held by them (ibid., 187). Its borough status is further indicated 
by an entry in the statute rolls of king Edward IV (1463-4). Bradley (ibid.) postulates that the site of 
the borough extended along the fields on the north side of the Foynes road and thereby within the 
limits of the proposed development site and goes on to mention reports of ‘…extensive foundations of 
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buildings in the adjoining fields, at a considerable depth beneath the surface and occasionally discovered by 
the plough’ (ibid. 188).

The secular administrative centre for the Medieval episcopal manor was the castle (LI013-006). Now 
completely destroyed, the castle once stood on a low rise to the northwest of the proposed development 
site (Figure 2). The location of the manor mill is not resolved. Suggestions are that it was in Dooradoyle 
which formed part of the Medieval manor of Mungret (Bradley et al 1985).

Templemungret (LI013-010) located to the north of the development site is reputed to have been a 
Knights Templar foundation. This is most likely incorrect and there is no supporting documentary 
evidence. The allegation arose possibly over confusion by antiquarians over the use of the word Temple 
(teampuill) with the Knights of the Temple. Templemungret, latterly, became the manor house of the 
Bishop of Limerick (Lenihan 1991, 537-9).

4 The Archaeological Sites
As mentioned above, three areas of the development site were recognised as archaeologically significant 
and required immediate investigation. The fulacht fiadh was located at the eastern side of field 2 (Fig. 
4). This position is relatively flat but the ground rises to the north. The land to the north is stony and 
the limestone bedrock is only several centimetres below the surface. The land to the south of the site is 
gently sloping to flat and consists of wet marshy ground. Here, at the boundary between fields 2 and 
3, a small pit was uncovered during monitoring. 

4.1 Fulacht fiadh

4.1.1 Description of works

A grid 8m x 8m was established around an area which had been identified as archaeologically signifi-
cant during the monitoring of topsoil removal. At a pre-excavation stage, it was clear that a number of 
dark and burnt features existed which were possibly pits (Plate 1). A total of 41 contexts (Appendix I) 
were recorded and these mostly related to the construction, use and destruction of a fulacht fiadh.

The archaeological features had been quite severely truncated by ploughing and as a result the remain-
ing archaeology was covered by up to 0.4m of plough soil. This plough soil had probably been supple-
mented by soil movement from the north, as the area of interest here was situated at the base of a slope. 
The area had evidently been ploughed as larger stones at the south of the area had been struck and 
dragged in the past. This indicated an indeterminate amount of disturbance had affected the archaeol-
ogy here. The only artefactual evidence within the area was recovered from this disturbed plough soil 
layer and consisted of a short stem piece and incomplete bowl of a clay pipe. This pipe bowl splayed 
forward from the stem at a very obtuse angle and a small foot was located at the base. The outer surface 
of the front of the pipe bowl had a ribbed decoration. The stem was of similar cross-section to that 
protruding from the bowl and had a very fine central flue. The style and ornamentation of the both the 
clay pipe bowl and stem indicated a very late date.
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A dark fill (C.1) identified in the northeast corner of the grid filled a pit (C.2) This fill (C.1) comprised 
heavily compacted clay with significant inclusions of charcoal (Plate 2). There was one charred grass 
seed recovered from this deposit (see appended plant remains report). The deposit was contained with-
in an oval pit (C.2) which was steep sided and gradually broke to a concave base (Fig 8). The pit cut 
(C.2) and fill (C.1) had most likely been truncated and the remaining evidence indicated no specific 
function. However, the nature of the fill (C.1) suggested a contemporaneity with those infilling the 
trough as it was similar to fills encountered in the disuse phase of the trough (e.g. C.6).

The complex of activity relating to the fulacht fiadh can be divided into four phases: pre-construction, 
construction, use and disuse.

Two cuts (C.33 and C.41) were made prior to the construction of the trough. The first of these (C.33) 
was in the southwest corner of the area and was sub-rectangular, almost triangular, in plan (Fig 6). It 
(C.33) was steep sided along the south and had an irregular base. This pit (C.33) was then backfilled 
with a deposit (C.9) of large stones (up to 0.3m) and redeposited natural. It is possible that this was 
backfilled burnt mound material. An animal tooth was recovered from this fill (C.9). Firm grey clay 
(C.27) was then deposited at the western side, over which redeposited natural (C.26) was dumped and 
then a small deposit of mottled grey clay (C.21). The final backfill (C.8) of the pit (C.33) comprised 
firm yellow clay. These fills may have served to stabilise the ground. There was no evidence that the 
irregular pit (C.33) remained open for a significant period of time. 

The second cut (C.41) (Fig 6) was similar. While irregular, (C.41) it was generally aligned north-south 
and only the east and west sides were of any significant height (0.2m). This pit was filled by soft rede-
posited natural (C.40) which contained occasional flecks of charcoal and a small quantity of animal 
bone. This resembles the other pit (C.33) and was another pit associated with the trough of the fulacht 
fiadh. 

To the south of this cut (C.41) a deposit of firm clay (C.43) was found compacted alongside a linear 
(C.14). This (C.43) contained charcoal flecks and was possibly related to C.40.

The trough construction was represented by two conjoined cuts (C.14 and C.15) (Fig 8). The linear 
(C.15) was 3.57m long and extended south from the trough. The southern half of this (C.15) was se-
verely truncated by ploughing and at this point only a depth of 0.12m remained in places. Where best 
preserved, the linear (C.15) was 0.61m deep and 0.32m wide. As it ran north the base rose sharply, 
approximately 0.4m from the trough. This probably served as a channel to feed water into the trough. 
It entered the trough at the southeast.

The trough (C.14) was sub-rectangular and orientated east-west. The sides (C.14) were steep to verti-
cal and broke gradually to a flat but irregular base. The remaining depth of the cut (C.14) was 0.37m. 
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Seven stakes had been inserted into this cut (C.14) at the corners where the sides sloped to the base 
(Plate 3). In the south-western corner, two stakeholes (C.18 and C.20) were found. The northern of 
the two (C.18) was oval in plan and tapered to a point 0.24m deep. This stake had been leant inwards 
to the northeast. The southern of these two stakeholes (C.20) was square in plan and shallower than 
the first but also leaned inwards to the northeast. At the south-eastern corner, another two stakeholes 
(C.23 and C.25) were uncovered north of the channel entrance (Plate 3). The southern of the two 
(C.23) was irregular at the top and tapered to a rounded base 0.3m deep. This stake was almost verti-
cal but would have leant slightly to the east. The northern of the two (C.25) was sub-circular in plan 
with stone sockets on the southern edge. This was relatively shallow with a flat circular base. The stake 
would also have been vertical. Two more stakeholes (C.30 and C.32) were found at the northeast 
corner. The smaller of the two (C.30) was sub-circular and vertical with a blunt taper pointed base, 
0.14m deep. This (C.30) had a stone socket to the west which would have acted as a packing stone. 
The southern of the two (C.32) was a circular stakehole that tapered to a blunt point 0.2m deep. This 
(C.32) was orientated to the north. The final stakehole (C.35) was found in the northwest and was 
irregular in plan but deepened in an oval form to a concave base (Plate 4, Figure 8). This (C.35) was 
the shallowest of the stakeholes (0.1m) and the stake would have been inserted vertically. All of these 
stakeholes were formed by stakes which were driven into the base of the trough and possibly secured by 
small stones pushed in by the sides of the stakes. The stakes were then removed at some later point. The 
stakes may have supported coverings or lids over the trough; multiple stakeholes are relatively common 
in the vicinity of fulachta fiadh troughs.  

The seven stakeholes (Figure 8) within the trough were found below an ash/charcoal layer (C.12 – de-
tailed below). As already mentioned, the stakes were not found in situ. The stakehole fills (C.17, C.19, 
C.22, C.24, C.29, C.31 and C.34) therefore comprised soft silty clays with inclusions of charcoal, 
formed partially by natural silting and later by slippage from C.12.

The use of the channel was largely represented by two deposits (C.7 and C.12). The cut (C.15) was 
lined with soft black silt (C.7) that contained abundant charcoal (Plate 5). This charcoal rich deposit 
(C.7) stretched the full length of the cut (C.15) with a thickness of up to 0.1m. At the northern end 
of the channel, this (C.7) merged seamlessly with a similar fill (C.12) within the trough. The deposit 
within the trough (C.12) was slightly more mottled but predominantly a soft black silt of charcoal and 
ash (Figure 7a and 7b). The ash and charcoal probably represented the surviving burnt mound mate-
rial. This dark fill (C.12) had also formed the upper fill of the underlying stake holes. The fill (C.7) 
in the linear (C.15) was of a more intense nature but no direct evidence of a hearth was uncovered. 
The very base of the channel cut (C.15) had been partially backfilled with a dark grey deposit (C.13) 
which contained small stones and frequent charcoal. This was a very thin deposit (0.02m) and may 
have formed naturally. 

To the east of the channel (C.15) a large spread of burnt material (C.36) (Figure 5) represented the 
removed debris of previous firings or the burnt mound material. This (C.36) was shallow (0.02m) but 



Eachtra Archaeological Projects

Skehacreggaun, Mungret, Co. Limerick04E0414 ext.

�

spread over an area 6.2m x 3.3m and comprised burnt stone, hard clay and charcoal. The clay here 
(C.36) was not typically scorched but had possibly undergone sufficient weathering and was found 
in a leached state. On the opposite side of the channel and south of the trough (C.14), a thin deposit 
(C.37) (Figure 5) overlay the early irregular pit fill (C.40). This (C.37) appeared to have formed while 
the fulacht fiadh was in use and consists of a thin layer of stiff silt with occasional charcoal. Similarly, 
two deposits (C.38 and C.42) spread out to the east of the trough and both were compacted silty clay 
with charcoal flecks. 

There were seven separate deposits (C.3, C.4, C.5, C.6, C.10, C.11 and C.16) that signified the disuse 
of the trough and related to the back filling of the structure. The initial sign of disuse of the trough 
was the subsidence of the sides (C.16). This fill (C.16) comprised redeposited natural subsoil which was 
mottled and intermittently scorched. It (C.16) most likely represented the result of natural weather-
ing processes acting on the exposed and disused trough edges. After this event, no further firing took 
place at the site. The trough was purposefully backfilled with dark stony clay (C.6) (Figures 7a and 
7b). This substantial fill (C.6) had charcoal inclusions but no evidence of direct burning. Furthermore, 
the stones (ranging up to 0.3 x 0.3m) were not heat affected (Plate 6). This (C.6) was then covered 
with mottled redeposited natural subsoil (C.5) (Plate 7). This stony clay (C.5) was then sealed by dark 
brown silt (C.3) that contained occasional charcoal flecks. These latter three backfills (C.3, C.5 and 
C.6) were probably from burnt mound material left in the surrounding area when the site was in use. 
Similarly, a deposit (C.4) indicated disuse at the southern end to the west (Figure 5). This was almost 
identical to the uppermost fill (C.3) of the trough, detailed above, except that it was mid brown in 
colour. Therefore, it had been partially truncated (C.4) during topsoil removal, but clearly indicated 
the final backfill of the channel at the southern end. Between this (C.4) and the trough, at a loca-
tion where the channel had been best preserved, disuse was denoted by two backfills (C.10 and C.11) 
(Plate 8). The first of the two, C.11, was dark grey clay similar to, and probable the same as, the initial 
backfill of the trough (C.6). A brown silty clay (C.10) overlay this and was comparable to the final fills 
elsewhere (C.3 and C.4).

4.2 The Pit
This archaeological feature was encountered during monitoring of the development site. It was located 
immediately north of the east-west boundary that divides fields 2 and 3 (Fig. 4) approximately 25 m 
from the trough. The circular pit measured 0.3m in diameter, with a maximum depth of 0.15m. The 
southern and western sides were vertical and the northern and eastern sides were steep. The base was 
rounded (Plate 9). This pit contained a single fill of compact grey-brown clay with a high percentage 
of charcoal. A chert scraper (No. 04E0414:1:1) was included in the fill. The monitored trench was ex-
tended 4m north-south and 3.5m east-west on both sides of the pit. No further archaeological stratig-
raphy or artefacts were recorded in the vicinity at that time or in subsequent archaeological monitoring 
of the area.

The scraper (No. 04E0414:1:1) was made on a tertiary flake (Fig 9). The chert is fresh with no indica-
tion of patination, weathering or rolling. It has a pronounced bulb of percussion on the ventral surface. 
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It is heavily retouched along convex end and has a sharp edge with little evidence of use. The scraper 
is Neolithic or earlier Bronze Age in date. It is probably indicative of secular/domestic activity in the 
environs (e.g. basketry, woodworking, leather working, specialist craftwork). As this scraper was from 
a secure context and at the base of the pit, the pit must be deemed prehistoric.

4.2.1 Discussion of Excavation

Fulachta fiadh (or burnt mounds) are the most common Bronze Age sites found in Ireland. The char-
acteristic site-type is found in low-lying/damp ground and consists of a mound of charcoal-rich black 
sediment that is packed with heat-shattered stones and forms a horseshoe-shape around a pit or trough 
that filled with water. In many cases, however, all that survives to the present day are black spreads 
with fragments of shattered stones visible in ploughed fields. 

The discovery of burnt stones and a trough indicates that hot stone technology was used on the site. 
This technology is traditionally associated with burnt mounds or Bronze Age cooking spots. Water was 
heated by placing hot rocks into a water filled trough. The wrapped meat was then placed in the water 
and cooked. Experiments carried out by M.J. O’Kelly, who excavated Ballyvourney I, Co. Cork in 
1954, found that 450 litres of water in a trough boiled in 30-35 minutes and cooked 4.5kg of mutton 
in less than 4 hours (1954). Burnt stone spreads however may have been the by-product of a variety of 
different activities where hot water was required. Other theories on their use include bathing and dye-
ing textiles together with the production of hot water and steam for curative purposes and sweat houses 
(Ó Drisceoil 1988).  All of these suggestions are speculative as there is virtually no conclusive scientific 
evidence to prove or disprove theories about how the sites were used. Not all excavated burnt mounds 
have wood lined troughs or even pits that can be interpreted as troughs for heating water. Stone lined 
examples have also been found for example at Reenarea, Valentia, Co. Kerry (Mitchell 1990). It is 
therefore logical that burnt stone technology was used for different purposes.  It is likely that burnt 
stone technology was used for a variety of purposes from industrial to gastronomic. Radiocarbon 
dating of these sites have produced Bronze Age dates ranging from 3,800 to 2,400 BP (Brindley and 
Lanting 1990). At Mungret a Middle Bronze Age radiocarbon date of cal BC 1260-1014 (UB-6959) 
was returned from charcoal found within the trough. There are three known fulachta fiadh/burnt 
mounds within a four mile radius; one to the south at Cloghacloka (LI013-067) and two to the west 
at Ballymacashel (LI012-125 and LI012-126).
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5 Conclusions
In May 2005, Eachtra Archaeological Projects excavated a fulacht fiadh and an isolated pit in Skeha-
creggaun td., Mungret. The fulacht fiadh dates to the Middle Bronze Age, within the usual date range 
for these monument types. The isolated pit is likely to date to the Bronze Age and it contained the only 
artefact recovered through these archaeological works. The scraper suggests craft and subsistence since 
prehistoric times. 

Lab. Code Sample Material Context Number Years BP Calibrated Dates

UB- 6959 Charcoal 7 2927±36 2 sigma  

Cal BC 1260-1014
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7 Figures

Figure 1: Portion of Discovery Sheet 65 showing location of development site
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Figure 2: Portion of RMP sheet LI013 showing location of development site.
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Figure 3: Portion of OS map 1:1000 showing of Development Site.
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Figure 4: Site Development Plan showing phases of archaeological work.
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Figure 6: Post-excavation plan of the earliest features C.33 and C.44. 
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Figure 7:Cross-section of a) trough (C.3, C.5, C.6, C.12, C.14) and b) channel 
entry point (C.3, C.6, C.12, C.14).
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Figure 8: Post Ex plan of fulacht fiadh (C.14/C.15) and isolated pit (C.2). 
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Figure 9: Chert scraper  - No. 04E0414:1:1.
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Plate 1: Pre-excavation from Southwest.

8 Plates

Plate 2: Cross-section of fill C.1 within pit C.2, from south.
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Plate 3: Stake-holes (C.23 and C.25) immediately inside the channel entrance and the 
earlier cut (C.41) and fill (C.40) in side of trough cut (C.14) above the ‘T’ of the ranging 
rods, from North.

Plate 4: Trough cut (C.14) with stake-holes 
(C.18, C.20, C.23, C.25, C.30, C.32 and 
C.35) from West.
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Plate 5: Primary fill (C.7) of 
the channel (C.15) from the 
south.

Plate 6: Backfill (C.6) of trough from West.
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Plate 7: Eastern portion of backfill (C.5) of trough (C.14) from West.

Plate 8: Sectioned backfills (C.10 and C.11) of channel (C.15) from south.
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Plate 9: Isolated small pit, from south.
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9 Appendix 1: Charred plant remains from Mungret, Co. Limerick

By Penny Johnston

9.1 Introduction
This report details the analysis of charred seeds and plant remains from samples taken during excava-
tions at Mungret, Co. Limerick, where a series of burnt pits and linears were interpreted as a fulacht 
fiadh. Several samples were taken but the archaeobotanical results were disappointingly limited. 

9.2 Methodology
 The samples were collected on site as bulk soil and were processed using a simple flotation method. 
Each sample was saturated in water to allow carbonised plant material to float; this “flot” (the floating 
material) was then poured into a stack of sieves and trapped in the sieve meshes (the smallest measured 
250µm). When all the carbonised material was collected the flot was air-dried prior to storage in air-
tight plastic bags. The samples were scanned under low-powered magnification and the results are pre-
sented in Table 1 at the end of this report. Sorting and identification of the flots was carried out using 
a low-powered binocular microscope (magnification x10 to x40). Table 2 presents the only identifiable 
archaeobotanical remains from the samples, while Table 3 details the results of preliminary examina-
tion of the charcoal from the samples. Each analysed charcoal piece was snapped by hand to reveal the 
anatomical features necessary for identification, which was carried out using a binocular microscope 
(magnification range up to x50). The low-level of magnification available meant that while it was pos-
sible to separate different wood types from each other, it was not possible to identify non-oak species. 

9.3 Results of macroplant and charcoal analysis
Only one sample contained the remains of any macroplant material, C.12, a layer found within the 
pit that has been interpreted as a trough. This was identified as an indeterminate grass seed. The gen-
eral absence of plant remains from the Mungret samples is usual in deposits associated with fulachta 
fiadh.

The charcoal from the Mungret samples could not be classified to genus under the low-powered mag-
nification used. It was possible to discern that both ring-porous and diffuse-porous wood types were 
present, but the ring porous wood was probably not oak as this is usually easily identifiable under low 
magnification. No sample contained enough identifiable charcoal for conventional radiocarbon dates, 
but two samples (C.7 and C.27) probably contained enough for an AMS date. Likewise the seed from 
C.12 could also be used for an AMS date.

9.4 Non-Technical Summary
The only non-charcoal plant remains retrieved from this site was a small indeterminate grass seed. 
This does not offer any insight into the history of use at the site. Both ring-porous and diffuse-porous 
wood types were identified among the fragmentary charcoal assemblage. In general there was not a lot 
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of charred material retrieved from these samples and the charcoal only produced enough identifiable 
remains for AMS dating.

Penny Johnston
Wednesday, 01 February 2006
Updated
Thursday, 02 November 2006

9.5 References
Monk, M. 1998 “Appendix 3: Archaeobotanical study of samples from pipeline sites” pp. 185-

191 in Gowen, M. Three Irish Gas Pipeline: New Archaeological Evidence in Munster. Dublin, 
Wordwell.



Eachtra Archaeological Projects

Skehacreggaun, Mungret, Co. Limerick04E0414 ext.

��

Table 1: Results from scanning soil samples

Context. No. Sample Vol. (ml) Col. Desc. Col. No. Texture Comments
2 6000 Greyish Brown 10yr 5/4 sandy clay  One seed found.
3 6000 Dark Greyish Brown 10yr 3/2 sandy silt  
4 3000 Greyish Brown 10yr 5/4 sandy clay No plant remains 

recovered
4 300 very dark greyish brown 10yr 3/2 sandy clay No plant remains 

recovered
5 2000 Dark Yellowish Brown 10yr 4/4 sandy clay No plant remains 

recovered
6 6000 Greyish Brown 10yr 5/4 sandy clay  
7 3000 Very Dark Grey 10yr 3/1 sandy clay  
12 5000 Very Dark Grey 10yr 3/1 sandy clay  
17 100 very dark greyish brown 10yr 3/2 sandy clay  
19 100 very dark greyish brown 10yr 3/2 sandy clay  
22 200 very dark greyish brown 10yr 3/2 sandy clay No plant remains 

recovered
24 100 Dark Grey 10yr 4/1 sandy clay  
27 1500 Dark Yellowish Brown 10yr 4/4 sandy clay  
31 200 very dark greyish brown 10yr 3/2 sandy clay No plant remains 

recovered
37 5000 Dark Yellowish Brown 10yr 4/4 sandy clay No plant remains 

recovered

Table 2: Identified macroplant remains from Mungret, Co. Limerick

Context 2
Indeterminate grass seeds (Poaceae) 1

Table 3: Results of selection of charcoal in preparation for radiocarbon dating

C No Sample Weight Subsample Weight Charcoal Identification Comment
2   Charcoal not suitable for id or dating Moss in sample
6 6g  Ring porous 2 fragments (<1g) Not suitable, moss in sample

7 9g <1g
Ring porous 10 fragments (<1g) and 
Diffuse porous 2 fragments (<1g) Only suitable for AMS

12 2g
Charcoal not suitable for id or dating 
(fragmetns very small)

1 seed present poss for AMS 
date

24 <1g  
Diffuse porous 3 framents (<1g) and 
Ring porous 1 fragments (<1g) Not suitable, too small

27 2g <1g
Diffuse porous 1 fragments (<1g) and 
Ring porous 5 fragments (<1g) Only suitable for AMS
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