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Introduction 
The application by Jeto Properties Ltd to construct a hotel at 26 Patrick St., Kilkenny led 
to primary archaeological investigation of the rear of the site in April-May 1999. An 
extension to the rear of the building at 26 Patrick St. was demolished prior to the 
commencement of the archaeological work. 
A test trench was opened to ascertain the extent and level of subsurface archaeological 
remains in the area of the proposed extension. Upon discovery of a number of pits and 
linear features, the entire area was excavated to the base of the raft foundations. This 
keyhole excavation has provided further evidence of the typical domestic activity known 
from the medieval occupation of Kilkenny. 
 

Archaeological and Historical background 
Patrick Street is located within the south-western area of the walled medieval city of 
Kilkenny, KK019-026 (Figure 1).  
When the Anglo-Normans came to Ireland in 1169 the main urban centers were the five 
coastal ports of Cork, Dublin, Limerick, Wexford and Waterford. The inland settlement 
centers were ecclesiastical sites (Bradley 1985, 411).  The earliest settlement in Kilkenny 
grew up around the monastery of St. Canice in the 6th century. The name of the city Cill 
Chainnigh is derived from St Canice’s Cathedral. The Irishtown borough was established 
in c. 1169 on the monastery of St. Canice. A second borough, Hightown or 
Englishtown, was established between the river Breagagh and Kilkenny castle in c. 1176. 
The two boroughs were united as one city in 1843. (Farrelly et al 1993, 1-2). 
Both boroughs were enclosed by defensive walls. The walls were constructed with the 
aid of murage grants between 1250 and 1460. The Hightown wall encloses an area of 29 
hectares. (Figure 2 use Bradley historic town map p3)) 
The street plan enclosed by the wall was forked-linear. It was a characteristic feature of 
Anglo-Norman towns that the burgage plots were arranged to run perpendicular to the 
street. The long burgage plots had a ratio between the length and breadth of the plot of 
more that 5:1 (Bradley 1985, 439). Each plot was held by a burgess. A house was built 
on the plot, the street frontage was used for a shop. There was room on the plot for 
outhouses, sheds, yards, gardens or orchards (ibid. 2000, 2) The plot size of most Irish 
towns suggests that the ‘right-angled type’ of house would have been the most frequent. 
The tenant of the burgage plot may have also rented a small acreage outside the 
settlement for fuel and grazing. (Graham 2000, 128) 
 
The development site is located at the rear of No. 26 Patrick St. Kilkenny. Patrick Street 
is indicated on the following cartographic sources. 
1. Patrick Street is indicated on William Petty’s 17th century map of Kilkenny. Houses 
with burgage plots to the rear are illustrated on the western side of the street (Fig 3 
Bradley map 4).   
2. Patrick Street is illustrated on Jean Rocque 18th century map of Kilkenny. Buildings 
are marked on both sides of the street. Those on the west side (where the development 
site is located) had garden plots. 
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3. The 1st edition OS map, sheet KK19, shows a house with a similar long narrow 
garden plot to the rear. 
 
Extensive archaeological excavations by Judith Carroll took place in 1998 in the area to 
the rear of 26-29 Patrick Street prior to the construction of an office complex by Jeto 
Properties Ltd. In the north and northwest of the excavation area a series of 12th - 16th 
century pits, a palisade trench and post-medieval pits were excavated. It had been 
originally suggested that the present garden plots which correspond with remaining 
upstanding stone walls may have been built on the boundaries of medieval burgage 
plots. Judith Carroll found during the course of excavation that many pits and trenches 
of 12th-16th century date did not respect these boundaries and extended under the 
foundations of the surviving stone walls.  
 

Description of works 
The buildings to the rear of 26 Patrick St. were demolished. The area of the extension to 
the rear to the hotel measured 20m by 13m.  The area of excavation was bounded by a 
stone wall to the south, by a building site to the north and west and by the Georgian 
building, 26 Patrick St., due for refurbishment to the east. 
 
Occupation evidence dating to the 13th century and later post medieval activity 
associated with the demolished extension to 26 Patrick St. was excavated. The medieval 
activity was recorded at the western side of the site. Post-medieval construction, 
associated with the red brick foundations of the extension to the rear of the Georgian 
building which fronts onto Patrick St., had truncated medieval activity at the eastern end. 
The destroyed earlier medieval activity is evidenced by the occurrence of both medieval 
and post-medieval pottery in the same strata.  
 
The pits at the west of the excavation trench were medieval in date and are likely to have 
served as rubbish dumps. The artefactual material, plant remains and the faunal remains 
recovered from the various fills would support this hypothesis. There was no evidence 
that they were used for industrial practises. They are located in the area of the medieval 
house burgage plots. No evidence of medieval structures was recorded. It is likely to 
exist under the foundations of the existing house structures on Patrick Street. 
 
The pottery assemblage from the site was examined by C. McCutcheon (Appendix 3). 
The assemblage is typical of domestic occupation ware. Over 82% of the medieval 
pottery from the site consisted of Kilkenny-type ware and a further 8.6% was Leinster 
cooking ware and almost 7% Kilkenny-type cooking ware. Two sherds of non-native 
pottery were recovered. A sherds of Saintonge from pit C3 and a sherd of Ham Green B 
from C18 which had both medieval and post-medieval pottery. The absence of Ham 
Green is surprising as this consisted of the largest group of medieval pottery from 
Waterford where it was recovered from 12th and 13th century contexts (Hurley et al 1997, 
293-4). 
Leinster Ware was the most widespread medieval pottery type in Leinster, and was in 
widespread usage by the 13th century, though the date at which it came into use is not 
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known. At Waterford it was most commonly found in 13th and 14th century contexts in 
the form of cooking pots (ibid. 327). The Kilkenny and Kilkenny-type wares indicate 
local pottery production. Saintonge ware, jugs and cooking pots, represents the wealthier 
tastes. At Waterford it consisted of the largest group of continental pottery on the site 
(ibid. 308). This ware, from the south-west of France, dates to the 13th and 14th centuries.  
The bone assemblage from the site was examined by M. McCarthy (Appendix 2). The 
plant remains were examined by A. Brewer (Appendix 4). 
 

Medieval Pits 
Five medieval pits were recorded within the western area of the excavation, C3, C16, 
C21, C24 and C69. They were located in proximity to one another. All the pits cut the 
subsoil. The pits, C18, C37 and C66, recorded in the eastern portion of the site were 
truncated by post-medieval walls. Many of the pits contained a stoney fill which may 
have been used to consolidate the base of the pit or the refuse within  the pit. The stones 
were small to medium in size 0.06m-0.2m. Similar stoney fills were recorded during the 
excavation of medieval pits in the rear of 26-29 Patrick St. Kilkenny (Judith Carroll, 
unpublished).  
 
The largest pit C69 measures 3.5m by 1.8m. The others were smaller in size. They were 
rubbish pits. They were located in proximity to each other in what would once have 
been the area of a burgage plot. All of the pits were oval or sub-circular in plan. They do 
not occur in any particular order or alignment but are clustered together.  They vary in 
terms of size and amounts of fills. Many of the fills contained charred plant remains, 
animal bone and L12th –14th century pottery. All the pits recorded were unlined and 
many of the fills date to the 13th century. 
 
Six pit types were encountered during the medieval excavations in Waterford city, 
unlined, clay-lined, wattle-lined, timber-lined, stone-lined and a single example of a pit 
lined with oak chippings. Unlined pits were the most common and ranged in usage from 
the mid 11th to the 19th century. Pits were dug in any free space available in the backyards 
of houses (Hurley et al. 1997, 244). 
 
The pit C3 had one fill and it contained flecks of charcoal and animal bone. The pottery 
recovered from this pit was generally cooking ware (Leinster, Kilkenny-type and 
Kilkenny-type cooking ware) but in addition, a single sherd of Saintonge green glazed 
pottery which is usually associated with wine exportation from the Bordeaux area 
(McCutcheon Appendix 3). The fragmentary nature of the 61 animal bones from the pit 
is presumably due to butchering and food preparation. The cattle bones represent the 
waste from primary butchering (McCarthy, Appendix 2) 
 
The pit C16 was truncated by the western baulk. It contained five silty clay fills with 
inclusions of charcoal, small stones, pottery, bone and mussel shells. The earliest fill C14 
of the pit included a layer of medium stones, these were interpreted as material used to 
consolidate the pit fills. Sherds of Kilkenny-type and Lenister Cooking Ware and a small 
assemblage of cattle sheep and pig bone were recovered from the fills. The original 
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function of the pit cannot have been as a repository for meat waste as the quantity of 
bone retrieved was too small (McCarthy Appendix 2, 2). 
 
The pit C18 was bisected by the post-medieval wall C8. 1 sherd of Ham Green, 1 sherd 
of Kilkenny-type pottery and 3 sherds of North Devon ware was retrieved. The amount 
of bone retrieved was small, McCarthy suggests (ibid. 5) that the primary function of this 
pit, and pit C16, was not for disposal of refuse. A small fragment of sheet copper alloy, 
similar to those retrieved from C69, was retrieved. 
 
The pit C21 had been disturbed. It is comparable to C3 in terms of size. 
 
The pit C24 was truncated by the southern baulk. The fill C17 contained a layer of 
medium stones, similar to C16. The pit contained a mixed bone assemblage representing 
primary butchery and kitchen waste.  
 
The pit  C37 was bounded to the north and east by the walls C7 and C33. The pottery 
retrieved from the two pit fills was 18th and 19th century. The quantity of bone in the pit 
was small. Five of the cattle limb bone recovered were sawn horizontally through the 
midshaft. This method of butchery was practised in post-medieval times (ibid.). The fills 
date to the post-medieval period, the cut of the pit maybe medieval.   
 
C57 and C56 were intercutting small pits located in the north eastern extension. Both 
pits extended under the baulk. No artefacts were recovered from the pits.  
 
The pit C66 was truncated by the post-medieval wall C8. A layer of small and medium 
stones lined the base and lower part of the south side. These were similar to those 
recorded in pits C16, C24 and C69. 4 sherds of Kilkenny-type pottery were recovered. 
 
The largest of the pits C69 was oval in shape. There were twelve fills in the pit. They 
were a mix of clays and burnt layers. The burnt layers were dumped into the pit and not 
burnt in situ. The fills included bone, pottery fragments and oyster shells. There were 
two dumps/collections of small stones in the pit similar in size and shaped to those 
recorded in C16. These may have been dumped into the pit to consolidate the lower fills, 
or to act as a lining for the pit.  
55 sherds of medieval pottery were recovered from seven of the fills of the pit. 48 sherds 
of Kilkenny-type, 3 sherds of Kilkenny-type cooking ware and 4 sherds of Lenister 
Cooking ware.  
The largest quantity of faunal material was recovered from this pit. A total of 448 bones 
were examined from 9 of the 12 fills. Cattle bones were the most numerous and the 
primary meat bearing bones were present. Sheep and pig bones were also represented. 
Butchery marks were mostly present on cattle bones. (ibid. x)   
Some fragments of sheet copper alloy were recovered from the pit, one of the fragments 
had a partial rivet hole in it (R. Ó’Floinn, pers comm.). 
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Linear features 
Four linear features C44, C47, C62 and C67 were excavated. The linear C62 and the 
linear C67 are similar in size. C62 is medieval in date it is cut by the pit C69. C67 was 
truncated by post-medieval activity. C44 and C47 are 4.5m-5m in length and are aligned 
NW-SE. Both were truncated at the south-eastern end by the westernmost wall cut C71 
of the post-medieval extension. They maybe interpreted as the remains of structural 
trenches or ditches. The fills were very compact. 
  
The linear feature C44 was located to the north of C47 and was truncated to the north-
east by the rubble layer C23. It had been cut by three small medieval pits, C34, C43 and 
C41. Medieval pottery was recovered from all of these features. 
C47 was truncated to the east by the rubble layer C23. It measured 4.7m in length. It 
contained medieval and post-medieval sherds of pottery. The animal bone was poorly 
preserved, being gnawed and eroded ( McCarthy, 6).  
C62 extended under the northern western baulk and was cut at the eastern end by the pit 
C69. It is medieval in date. 
C67 is located in the south-eastern extension of the trench. It was aligned north-south 
and extended under the baulks. It was filled with a rubble layer C63. 
 

Layers 
A number of rubble layers were located in between and covering the basal foundations 
of the wall lines at the eastern end of the site. They accumulated when the rear section of 
26 Patrick St. was demolished. They overlay the pits C18, C37, C56, C57, C66, and C68 
and the linear C67. 
 
C4 This layer was a mid yellow brown sandy clay and was located in the area between 
wall C8 and wall C7. It overlay the pits C18 and C66 and the wall C7. It varied in depth 
0.13-0.4m. Oyster shells, medieval pottery and red brick were retrieved.  
 
C23 This rubble layer was located in the area between wall C8 and the edge of C47 and 
C41. It overlay the red brick vault and the linears C44 and C47. 
It included 1 sherd of glazed red earthernware and 5 printed ware sherds. 
 
C65 located in the south-eastern extension of the trench. It measured 1m NS by 1.8m 
EW and was 0.38m deep. It was a rubble layer.  
It overlaid a second layer C63, which was also present throughout the area of the 
extension. It filled the pit C68 and linear C67. 
 
The rubble fill C20 filled the brick cellar area.  
 

Walls 
The basal layers of a number of post-medieval walls, C7, C8, C33, C49, C70 and a brick 
cellar were recorded in the eastern section of the site. The walls, a mix of red brick and 



 Archaeological Excavation Report, 26, Patrick Street, Kilkenny. 
 

Eachtra Archaeological Projects 6 

limestone, were on average 0.8m wide. They represent the remains of the demolished 
rear extension of 26 Patrick St.  
 
C7 A wall constructed of a double row of hewn limestone blocks bonded with mortar. 
The blocks were roughly rectangular and measured approximately 0.56m x 0.3m x 0.22m 
and 0.2m x 0.18m x 0.22m. It was 0.46m wide and at least 1.1m high. It extended under 
the northern baulk.  
It abutted the wall C33. 
 
C8 The basal layers of the wall consisted of red brick on a rubble limestone foundation, 
of three courses. The wall measured 5.2m north-south. It bonded with C70 at the 
southern end. A red brick cellar, housing a pipe, abutted the south-western side of the 
wall. The vaults of the cellar were constructed of red brick set in a pattern of alternative 
header and stretchers.   
 
C33 A single course of mortared limestone abutted the wall line C7. It measured 1.0m 
NS by 0.6m EW by 0.15m in depth 
 
C49 The foundations of a possible limestone wall located in the extreme north-eastern 
corner of the trench. It extended under the baulk. It was constructed of a double row of 
sub-rounded and rounded small and medium sized stones.  
 
C70 
A brick wall, measuring 8.3m east-west, formed the southern boundary of the 
demolished building. The western end of the wall terminated against a vertical cut for a 
wall line C71.  
 
C71 
The cut of a demolished wall. It measured 4.8m north-south and was 0.3m deep. It 
truncated the eastern end of the linear features C41 and C44. 
 

Conclusion 
A number of unlined medieval pits were excavated in the rear of 26 Patrick St. The area 
is located within the limits of the medieval city of Kilkenny. The artefactual material, 
plant and faunal remains recovered from the various fills would support  the hypothesis 
that the pits are likely to have served as rubbish pits. They are located in the area of the 
medieval house burgage plots. No evidence of medieval structures was recorded, they 
are likely to exist under the foundations of the existing house structures on Patrick 
Street. Unlined, clay-lined, wattle-lined, timber-lined and stone-lined pits, to dispose of 
rubbish or to store perishable food, were recorded in the backyards of houses in the 
medieval city of Waterford. The unlined pits were in use throughout the medieval times 
(1997, 244).  
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Appendix 1: List of Contexts 
Context  Type Dimensions Description Finds Date 

2 Fill pit 3 D. 0.3m 
Dark grey brown sandy silty clay, frequent 
coarse pebbles & moderate charcoal 

7 Kilkenny-type, 3 Lenister, 1 
Kilkenny-type cooking & 1 
Saintonge sherd & bone L 12th-14th 

3 Pit 1.21 x 1.85 x 0.3 Sub-circular in plan, sides sloped gradually   

4 Layer D. 0.13-0.4m 

A mid yellow brown sandy clay, located 
between wall C7 & C8, inclusions of stones, 
occasional oyster shells & red brick. 2 Kilkenny-type sherds 13th 

5 Fill pit 69 D. 0.06m 
Dark brown silty sand, moderate pebbles & 
charcoal 

33 Kilkenny-type, 3 Lenister 
& 1 Kilkenny-type cooking 
sherds & bone & metal L12th-14th 

6 Fill pit 18  

Loose dark brown sandy clay with moderate 
inclusions of pebbles, occasional charcoal and 
bone. 

1 Kilkenny-type, 1 Ham 
Green B & 3 North Devon 
gravel free sherds 

13th, L12th-
M13th, 17th 

7 Wall  2.2m x 0.4m 
A limestone, mortared, coarsed wall. Extended 
under N baulk.   

8 Wall  5.3m x 0.8m  
Single red brick course on limestone 
foundations.    

9 Fill pit 69 D. 0.2m 
Dark brown silty sand, moderate small & 
medium pebbles 

5 Kilkenny-type sherds & 
oyster shells & bone 13th 

10 Fill linear 62  Red brown sand, occasional charcoal.   
11 Fill pit 16  Mid grey brown silty clay    

12 Fill pit 16 D. 0.2m 
Mid grey brown silty clay , frequent pebbles & 
moderate charcoal, small stones & mortar 

1 Kilkenny-type sherd & 
mussel shells 13th 

13 Fill pit 16 D. 0.12m 
Mid brown clay, moderate large stones & 
occasional fragements of mortar 

2 Kilkenny-type sherds & 
bone 13th 

14 Fill pit 16 D. 0.09m 
Grey brown silty clay, 40 % moderate sub-
angular stones & occasional charcoal 

I Kilkenny-type & 1 Lenister 
sherds & bone L12th-14th 

15 Fill pit 16  
Moderate sub-angular stones in SE & centre of 
pit   

16 Pit 1.82 x 1.1 x 0.46 

Sub-rectangular in plan, extended under W 
baulk, steep sides to N and S, gradual slope E 
side.    

17 Fill pit 24 D. 0.3m Brown silty clay, frequent medium stones 

8 Kilkenny-type, 1 Kilkenny-
type cooking sherds, 1 
rooftile & 1 sherd of red 
earthenware & bone 

13th & 
18th/19th 

18 Pit 
2.4m x 1.9m x 
0.4m 

Oval in plan, bisected by a N-S wall, side 
sloping to W, side gradual to E, base flat.   

19 Fill pit 43 D. 0.4m 
Mid-brown silty clay, frequent pebbles, 
occasional charcoal & mussel and oyster shells.

1 Kilkenny-type & 5 Lenister 
sherds.  L12th-14th 

20 Layer 
0.95n x 1.03m x 
1.1m 

Light grey brown, friable, sandy clay, including 
40% mortar, frequent red brick & stones, a 
fragment of clay pipe & horn toothbrush. Filled 
cellar area. 1 sherd eartherware 18th-19th 

21 Pit 
1.8m x 1.4m x 
0.6m 

Oval in plan, sides vertical at E & S, concave at 
W & N, base flat.   

22 
Upper fill of 
linear 41 D. 0.03-0.12m 

Grey-brown sandy clay, occasional small 
stones, charcoal, and red brick. 3 Kilkenny-type sherds.  13th 

23 Layer 
4.7m NS x 3.6m 
EW x 0.2m 

A rubble layer located between wall C8 & linear 
C47.  

1 earthenware & 5 printed 
ware sherds, 1 drainpipe 18th-19th 

24 Pit 2 x 2.4 x 0.3 
Sub-circular in plan, extended under S baulk, 
sides were concave, base flat   

25 Fill linear 47 D. 0.7m 
Mid brown sandy clay, frequent medium 
stones, occasional red brick and charcoal. 

8 Kilkenny-type sherds, 18 
sherds of postmedieval 
pottery & bone 

13th & 17th-
19th 

26 Upper fill pit 66 D. 0.36m Mid brown silty clay   

27 Upper fill pit 37 D. 0.7m 
Light brown silty clay with frequent medium 
cobbles 7 sherds of pottery 18th-19th 

29 Fill pit 34  
Mid brown silt clay, moderate pebbles & 
occasional charcoal. 

2 Kilkenny-type cooking 
sherds L12th-14th 

30 Fill pit 66 D. 0.08m 
Small & medium sub-rounded & rounded 
stones, lying on base & partly on S side.  4 Kilkenny-type sherds 13th 

31 Fill pit 69 D. 0.04m 
Charcoal enriched grey silt loam with inclusions 
of burnt clay   



 Archaeological Excavation Report, 26, Patrick Street, Kilkenny. 
 

Eachtra Archaeological Projects 9 

32 Lower fill pit 37 D. 0.4m 
Light grey sandy  clay, inclusions of brick, slate 
& bone 98 sherds of pottery 18th-19th 

33 Wall  0.4m x 1.5m Mortared single course of limestone.   

34 Pit 
0.5m x 0.8m x 
0.28 

Oval in plan, truncated to NE, S & SW sides 
vertical, other sides gradual, base uneven.    

35 Fill pit 69 D. 0.12m 

Yellow sandy clay, frequent small & medium 
sized stones & occasional burnt clay & 
charcoal.  Oyster shells & bone  

36 Fill of linear 41 D. 0.05-0.1m 
Grey-brown sandy clay, occasional small 
stones.   

37 Pit 
0.8m x 1.6m x 
1.1m 

Sub-rectangular in plan, abutted wall 7 & 33, 
sides vertical, base flat.   

38 Fill pit 69  
50% medium sized cobbles set in grey silty 
clay, occasional charcoal & burnt clay.  

1 Kilkenny-type, 1 Kilkenny-
type cooking sherds & bone 
& metal 13th 

39 Fill pit 69  
Black charcoal mixed with grey brown silt 
loam, occasional small stones 

1 Kilkenny-type sherd & 
bone 13th 

41 Linear feature 

2.15m NW-SE x 
0.7m SW-NE x 
0.25m 

Linear in plan, sides sloping, truncated to SE, 
base flat.   

42 Fill pit 69 D. 0.3m 
Grey-brown silty clay, occasional small & 
medium stones & charcoal & burnt clay. Bone & oyster shells  

43 Pit 

1.7m NW-SE x 
0.45m NE-SW x 
0.4m 

Oval in plan, truncated to NE, SW side steep, 
base flat.   

44 Linear  
5m NW-SE x 
1.5m NE-SW  

Linear in plan, NW corner rounded, sides 
vertical, break of slope at base sharp, base 
flat.   

45 
Basal fill linear 
41 D. 0.2-0.5m 

Light grey-brown sandy clay, occasional small 
stones.   

46 Fill pit 69 D. 0.5m 
Black charcoal enriched brown sandy clay, 
occasional small stones & burnt clay. 

6 Kilkenny-type, 1 Lenister, 1 
Kilkenny-type cooking sherds 
& bone & metal L12th-14th 

47 Linear feature 

4.7m NW-SE x 
1.5m NE-SW x  
0.7m 

Linear in plan, NW corner rounded, side 
vertical to N, concave to S, break of slope at 
base sharp, flat base.   

51 Fill pits 56 & 57  
Light grey gritty clay, included medium 
cobbles.   

52 Fill pit 69 D. 0.02m Grey black charcoal silt loam Kilkenny-type sherd & bone 13th 

53 Fill pit 69 D. 0.35 
Orange sandy clay, occasional small stones & 
charcoal Bone  

56 Pit 
0.84m x 0.52m x 
0.15m 

Sub-rectangular in plan, NE side extended 
under baulk, W side gradual, E side vertical, 
base sloped to centre.   

57 Pit 
1.1m x 1.05m x 
0.15m 

Sub-circular in plan, S side extended under 
baulk, W side vertical, other sides gradual, 
base concave.   

59 Fill pit 69 D. 0.3m Sandy clay Kilkenny-type sherd 13th 
60 Fill pit 69 D. 0.3m Grey clay with 60% medium stones   

62 Linear 
0.6m x 2.77m x 
0.3m 

Linear in plan, extended under W baulk, cut by 
Pit 69, N side vertical, S side gradual, base flat.  

63 Layer 
1m x 1.8m x 
0.26m 

Dark grey brown sandy clay loam, occasional 
small stones, bone, shells & glass. Filled C67 & 
C68, underlay C65.  

2 Kilkenny-type, 1 North 
Devon, 9 glazed stoneware 
sherds & 2 red earthern 
chamber pots.  

13th, 17th, 
18th, 18th-
19th 

65 Layer 
1m x 1.8m x 
0.38m A rubble layer located in the SE extension.   

66 Pit 
1.76m x 0.62m x 
0.38m 

Semi-oval in plan, break of slope at top sharp, 
E side vertical, N & S sides gradual, base 
sloped to S.   

67 Linear 
0.96m x 0.5m x 
0.14m 

Extended under N & S baulks, break of slope 
at top sharp, sides vertical, base flat.   

68 Pit 
0.64m x 0.46m x 
0.11m 

Sub-circular in plan, extended under S &  E 
baulks, sides sloped gradually to rounded 
base.   

69 Pit 1.8 x 3.5 x 1m 
Oval in plan, sides vertical, undercut on NE & 
SE side, base sloped to centre.   

70 Wall  0.4m x 8.3m Red brick wall aligned E-W.   

72 Cellar 
0.95n x 1.03m x 
1.1m Red brick cellar with brick arch.   
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Appendix 2: Faunal Report 
 

By Margaret McCarthy, Archaeological Services Unit, University College Cork. 
 

Introduction 
The excavations at Patrick Street produced a small collection of 785 animal bones. The 
largest and most varied samples came from various fills of seven pits and two linear 
features which were dated by ceramic association to the 13th/14th century. This material 
is presumed to represent the discarded refuse of the occupants of nearby medieval 
houses. Lesser quantities of bone were found in an enigmatic pit associated with a post-
medieval wall and in a linear cut feature containing post-medieval material finds. The 
assemblages from both periods of occupation consisted almost entirely of the remains of 
the major livestock animals although horse, rabbit, domestic fowl and goose were also 
present. 
 
The bone specimens were examined by period and recorded according to the contexts in 
which they were found. Details of the species present are given in Table 1 by each 
archaeological unit. The material was first sorted into identifiable and non-identifiable 
bones. The latter group included those specimens which were not positively identified to 
species level but were categorised into a size class. For example, when a bone could not 
be assigned with certainty to cattle or horse the category 'Large mammal' (LM in Table 
1) was used. In the same way, bones that could not definitely be recorded as sheep or pig 
were classed as 'Medium mammal" (MM) fragments. The ovicaprid bones are all referred 
to as 'sheep' in the text as many of them bore anatomical features distinguishing them to 
that species and there was no definite evidence for goat in the assemblage. 
 
In most instances bone condition was considered good so that fragile bird remains 
survived as well as dense mammal bone. Samples recovered from the medieval pits were 
the best preserved and showed very little signs of gnawing and weathering. The more 
fragmented and eroded condition of the post-medieval material indicated that many of 
these fragments were found in a secondary position. Carnivore gnawing was noticed on 
9% of the material and a high incidence of charred and calcined bone throughout the 
fills of the medieval pits can be linked to cooking and refuse disposal. 
 
The relative frequencies of the various animals were estimated mostly by comparing the 
percentages of bones for each species present. For larger samples, such as some of the 
medieval pits, the minimum number of individuals present was also calculated. The age 
of the domestic stock, where it could be established, was based on the presence of 
mature and immature bones mainly as there were very few sufficiently intact mandibles 
to make a detailed dental analysis. 
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Analysis 
The total faunal assemblage was examined resulting in the identification to species and 
element for 365 bones while 269 bones were classified as 'large mammal' and 151 as 
'medium mammal' fragments. Most of the animal bones were recovered from seven pits 
dated by ceramic association to the medieval period. Faunal material was also present in 
two medieval linear features (C41 & C47). Only two post-medieval features contained 
animal bones, a refuse pit (C37) and a linear cut feature (C67). The context numbers and 
their grouping within the two main periods recognised by the director are given in Table 
1. 
 

The Medieval Period 
Faunal material dating to the medieval use of the site derived from various fills of seven 
refuse pits. The quantity of bones in some of the pits was low which indicates that their 
original function cannot have been for refuse disposal. Some bone waste also became 
incorporated into the two linear trenches (C41 & C47). The total medieval assemblage 
consisted of 691 bones with the widest range of species and the highest concentration of 
fragments occurring in pit, C69. The material from the individual pits is described 
separately below. 
 
Pit  - C3 
This shallow pit contained a single fill (F2) of dark sandy silt with charcoal, pottery and 
slag together with 61 animal bones. Despite the excellent conditions of preservation the 
sample was very fragmented which is presumably the result of butchering and food 
preparation. Cattle (9), sheep (10) and pig (3) were all identified and the remainder of the 
bones were classified into the two main size groupings listed in Table 1. The sample of 
cattle bones belonged to peripheral parts of the body and seemed to represent waste 
from primary butchery. The sheep bones represented both meat-bearing and non meat-
bearing elements and the three pig bones were identified as teeth and metapodials. All of 
the bones belonged to mature animals at least over two years of age at slaughter. 
 
Pit - C16 
This rubbish pit contained five fills two of which (C13, C14) produced faunal material. 
In general the quantity of animal bones in the pit was small which indicates that its 
original function cannot have been as a repository for meat waste. A deposit of localised 
clay (C13) at the southern side of the pit contained the midshaft portion of a rib from a 
large mammal, probably cattle. The lowest fill (F14) contained 10 bones from which the 
three main livestock animals were identified. Four bones were recognised as cattle, small 
fragments of a humerus and a femur together with a complete metacarpus and a first 
phalanx. A length measurement taken on the metacarpus indicated that this particular 
individual would have stood at 114cm. The sample of sheep bones consisted of two 
teeth, two mandible fragments and the distal fused portion of a humerus indicating an 
individual of at least 1.5 years at slaughter. One of the sheep mandibles had all of the 
lower molars in wear and came from an adult animal. The single pig bone was identified 
as a portion of a maxilla with the molars erupted and in wear. 
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Pit – C18 
A total of 80 bones were recovered from this pit and 39 of these were identifiable. Sheep 
and cattle were the only species to be represented in any quantity with sheep being 
slightly more numerous contributing 19 bones. The skeletal remains of sheep were 
dominated by upper hindlimb fragments and at least two individuals were present. There 
was no evidence for goat. The sample of cattle bones consisted mostly of vertebrae and 
limb bones, the remainder coming from the skull, including loose teeth. Both cattle and 
sheep seem to have been allowed to live to maturity since no bones from young animals 
were found. Two cattle mandibles derived from animals at least over four years of age at 
death. A number of the skull fragments bore chop marks consistent with brain removal 
and four vertebrae were split transversely during the division of the carcass into 
manageable cooking portions. Other mammalian remains accounted for just a small 
proportion of the assemblage. There were two pig bones including a lateral metacarpal 
of a newborn piglet from a lower fill (C6) of the pit. Domestic fowl appeared in the 
samples for the first time and small quantities of oyster and cockle shells indicated that 
shellfish were transported inland to meet the food requirements of the medieval 
occupants of the town. 
 
Pit - C24 
The fill (F17) of this shallow pit contained a total of 60 bones most of which were 
identified to species. Cattle was the most numerous amongst the finds contributing 33 
bones and representing at least 3 individuals. All of the bones belonged to mature 
individuals at least over two years of age. In terms of skeletal representation, peripheral 
foot bones and skull fragments predominated although there were sufficient meat-
bearing elements present to indicate that the pit contained a mixed assemblage of 
primary butchery and kitchen waste. There were at least two sheep present represented 
by eight bones originating mostly from the upper forelimb. The two pig bones were 
identified as a lower canine and a portion of a maxilla. The canine was split along its 
midline and belonged to an adult boar. Most of the bones showed some form of 
butchery ranging from heavy chop marks across the articular ends of the prime meat 
bearing bones to fine knife marks associated with skinning and meat removal. Two 
meatpodial bones were chopped axially for access to their marrow. 
 
Pit – C43 
A total of 20 bones was collected from the single fill (C19) of this pit. Pigs were absent 
from the sample and sheep outnumbered cattle by one fragment. The four cattle bones 
were identified as two molars, a naviculo-cuboid and a metatarsus. The molars were 
worn and belonged to an adult individual. Three of the five sheep bones were loose 
teeth and the remaining specimens were identified as the midshaft portions of a tibia and 
a radius. 
 
Pit – C66 
The two fills (C26 & C30) of this pit contained a total of 11 bones, four of which were 
taken to species level. Of these, three were identified to sheep and one to pig. A sheep 
hyoid bone contained numerous knife marks associated with the removal of the tongue, 
presumably for consumption. The pig bone represented the midshaft portion of a right 
pelvis. A single shell of an oyster and a cockle were also identified.  
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Pit - C69 
This refuse pit produced the largest quantity of faunal material from the excavation with 
a total of 448 bones being recovered from nine of the 12 fills. The various categories of 
unidentified material formed a comparatively high proportion of the sample. The overall 
high rate of fragmentation must relate to butchering and food processing practices as the 
bones were extremely well preserved. A black charcoal-enriched fill (C46) yielded a large 
quantity of charred and burnt fragments which probably derived from a hearth. All of 
the bones from fills C52 and C53 at the base of the pit were burnt to a white chalky 
texture from prolonged exposure to intense heat.  
 
Cattle bones were by far the most numerous amongst the finds accounting for 66% of 
the identifiable sample and representing at least six individuals. The primary meat 
bearing bones e.g. humerus, tibia, femur and pelvis were present in larger numbers than 
most other parts of the skeleton. There was evidence for at least one immature 
individual under a year old; the rest of the cattle were over two and a half years old at 
slaughter. After cattle, sheep was the next most commonly represented animal with 34 
identifiable fragments being recovered. At least two individuals were recognised based 
on proximal radius. Most bones of the skeleton were present and although 
measurements were scarce, they fitted the range of contemporary medieval material 
(McCarthy, 1988). The only other animal to be present in any quantity was pig which 
contributed 22 fragments representing at least two individuals. The data showed that the 
majority of these animals were in their first or second year at death which follows a 
common husbandry practice as pigs have little other function than to provide meat for 
the table. 
 
Butchery marks were mostly present on cattle bones and consisted of knife cuts 
associated with dismemberment and skinning. Superficial nicks on the distal portion of 
metapodials and corresponding marks on the phalanxes were linked to hide removal and 
axial chops on many of the vertebrae indicated the carcasses were suspended from a 
hook prior to butchery. 
 
A complete first phalanx of a horse was recovered from one of the upper fills (C5) and a 
horse incisor was found in C38. The phalanx had been chopped horizontally across the 
proximal joint surface and there were repeated superficial knife marks around the 
circumference of the shaft. As none of the other large mammal bones were identified as 
horse it is unlikely that horseflesh was eaten by the occupants. The utilisation marks on 
this phalanx may be associated with boneworking as horse lower limbs were deliberately 
selected for the craft industry during the medieval and post-medieval periods.   
 
The only other species present in the pit was rabbit represented by the fused distal 
portion of a femur.  
 
Linear features 
The density of bones recovered from two linear features (F41 & F47) was low and the 
samples were poorly preserved with high values for erosion and gnawing. The bone 
material did however represent domestic food waste. In all, 48 bones were recovered 
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and 15 of these were identifiable. In all, 54 animal bones were recovered and 35 of these 
were positively identified. Most were the remains of domestic cattle and sheep with 
cattle occurring in slightly greater numbers than sheep. All parts of the cattle skeleton 
were recognised the most notable absences being phalanxes which may have been 
removed with the hide during the skinning process. No mandibles were sufficiently 
complete or well preserved to estimate the age of the individuals from tooth eruption 
and wear. There were 14 sheep bones and just four pig fragments. Over 80% of the 
livestock remains came from meat bearing bones of the body, notably scapulae, pelves, 
vertebrae and ribs. Butchery was scarce but this is probably due to the small sample size 
and the generally poor condition of the material. There were no bird bones and an adult 
horse incisor was recovered from C47. 
 
Summary - Medieval Period 
The major part of the animal bone assemblage from 13th/14th century deposits at 
Patrick Street consisted of the remains of domestic cattle with somewhat lesser 
quantities of sheep and a small proportion of pig. Other animal species were only 
nominally represented although there was evidence that marine shellfish were 
transported inland to Kilkenny during the medieval period. 
 

The Post-Medieval Period 
Features associated with the later use of the site produced just 40 animal bones including 
all small unidentifiable fragments. This material derived from a possible refuse pit (C37) 
and a linear feature (C67). The most notable aspect of this sample was the overall poor 
condition of the bones in comparison to those from the earlier medieval deposits. Many 
were brittle and flaky and gnawing was also more prevalent. Altogether, the condition of 
the material indicated a slow build up of deposits with bones lying about the surface for 
a considerable period of time before incorporation into the pit and linear trench.  
 
Refuse  pit - C37 
The two fills (F27 & F32) of this pit produced a total sample of 23 bone fragments. Of 
these, 17 were identifiable to species. Cattle predominated contributing 10 fragments of 
mostly meat-bearing elements. The sample merits special mention in the recovery of five 
limb fragments sawn horizontally across the lower midshaft area of the bone. This 
method of butchery only began to be practised during the post-medieval period which 
indicates that the pit was not medieval in date. The remaining mammalian material 
consisted of a complete first phalanx of a horse, a sheep tibia and three bones from the 
upper hindlimb of a pig. The pit also contained two domestic geese bones and small 
quantities of cockle shell. 
 
Linear feature- C67 
This trench yielded a small sample of 16 animal bones. The three main livestock species 
were all represented but the only point of particular interest was the recovery of the 
fused distal portion of a red deer humerus. The bone exhibited a clean horizontal chop 
mark along the joint articulation indicating that red deer was occasionally hunted and 
eaten during the post-medieval period. 
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Conclusion 
The animal bones recovered during archaeological investigation in Patrick Street are a 
typical urban assemblage consisting almost entirely of the remains of carcass preparation 
and meals. As is usual for most urban sites of this period, the analysis revealed that the 
larger domestic animals formed the greater part of the assemblage. Cattle and sheep 
bones were the most abundant although cattle, because of their greater size, would have 
provided the highest proportion of the meat. Ageing data was scarce but the results 
indicated that most cattle had reached adulthood before slaughter. The majority of the 
sheep bones were from mature animals and all pig bones were from individuals in their 
first or second year, with a single occurrence of piglet in one of the medieval pits. This 
indicated that pigs were bred in the town during this period. Horse bones were 
represented in the three major context groupings but none bore evidence of being 
butchered for their flesh. Domestic fowl and geese were present in small quantities and 
the only evidence for the exploitation of wild species was in the form of a single red deer 
bone and two rabbit bones. Although there were no fish bones in the sample, finds of 
cockle and oyster shells in the pits indicated that shellfish were regarded as 
supplementary items in the diet. 
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Bone Table 
 
Table 1: Representation of species          
           
 HORSE CATTLE SHEEP PIG DEER RABBIT GOOSE FOWL LM* MM* 
Medieval pits           
C3 - 9 10 3 - - - - 12 27 
C16 - 4 5 1 - - - - 1 - 
C18 - 17 19 1 - 1 - 1 17 24 
C24 - 33 9 2 - - - - 13 3 
C43 - 4 5 - - - - - 8 3 
C66 - - 3 1 - - - - 5 2 
C69 2 115 34 22 - 1 - - 190 84 
           
TOTAL 2 182 85 30 - 2 - 1 246 143 
           
Medieval linears            
C41 - 3 2 - - - - - 1 - 
C47 1 15 12 2 - - - - 12 6 
           
TOTAL 1 18 14 2 - - - - 13 6 
           
Post-medieval           
pit           
C37 1 10 1 3 - - 2 - 6 - 
           
Post-medieval           
linear feature           
C67 - 4 4 2 1 - - - 4 2 
           
LM* Large mammal   MM* Medium mammal        
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Appendix 3: A note on the pottery from, 26, Patrick Street, Kilkenny. 
 

By Clare McCutcheon M.A. M.I.A.P.A. 
 

Introduction 
A total of 164 sherds of pottery was recovered of which 105 (64%) are medieval in date 
(Table 1). These numbers represent the totals following some reassembly.  
The pottery was identified visually and the information is presented in tabular form 
(Tables 1& 2). These tables contain the quantity of sherds in each fabric type, the 
probable form of vessels and the date range of the fabric type based on extensive 
assemblages in Ireland. Some 59 sherds of post-medieval ware were recovered and these 
are typical of late 17th century wares from North Devon and 18th century wares, largely 
from the Staffordshire potteries. The ware has been extensively described (Draper 1984; 
Meenan 1997) and it is not proposed to repeat a detailed discussion in this report.  
In addition, 82 sherds of 19th century shell-edged and transfer printed ware were also 
found. This latter has been identified in the archive report but does not form part of the 
overall total assemblage for discussion.  
 
Fabric type Sherds Form Date 
Ham Green B 1 jug L12th-M13th 
Leinster Cooking Ware 9 cooking pot L12th-14th 
Kilkenny-type 87 jug 13th 
Kilkenny-type cooking ware 7 cooking pot 13th 
Saintonge green glazed 1 jug 13th-14th 

Total 105   
Table 1: Medieval pottery 
 

Ham Green B:  
This is a hand built ware from Bristol which has been extensively described (Barton 
1963) and dates to the early 12th to the mid-13th centuries (Ponsford 1991, 98). The 
ware is found widely in Ireland, particularly in the Waterford city excavations where it 
accounts for some 46% of the medieval material (Gahan & McCutcheon 1997, table 
11.1). 
The rim sherd of a jug was found in clayey sand (6) associated with a wall (8) in a mixed 
context.  
 

Leinster Cooking Ware: 
‘Leinster Cooking Ware is the single most widespread medieval pottery type in Leinster’ 
(î Floinn 1988, 340). The ware is distinguished by the presence of large flakes of mica 
and much quartz but the most distinctive characteristic of the Leinster Cooking Ware is 
the sand marked base, which ‘suggests that unfired vessels were deliberately placed on a 
bed of sand to dry before firing’ (ibid, 327). The vessels are generally in the form of 
cooking pots, in the standard medieval form with everted rims, ovoid bodies and a 
slightly sagging base.  
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Kilkenny-type: 
The use of the suffix -type is recommended in pottery studies to indicate that while a 
fabric has been found regularly in a particular area, as yet no production site has been 
located (Blake & Davey 1983, 39-40). The terminology used below reflects that adopted 
for the Dublin wares, and aims to avoid any chronological implications (McCutcheon in 
prep). This follows the practice in London where the ceramic specialists selected the 
broader terms of Coarse London-type ware, London-type ware and Late London-type 
ware (Pearce et al 1985, 2). The process of regrouping in London is described thus: 'The 
terminology is adopted here, since it conveniently brings together pottery types whose 
similarities in fabric and methods of manufacture suggest either a single source, or group 
of sources sharing a potting tradition' (ibid). In the excavations at Kells Priory, the thin-
section report describes a number of different medieval fabrics (McCorry forthcoming) 
and these were described as Kells-type A-G (McCutcheon forthcoming (b)). The 
consistency in manufacture, forms and decorations, however, make these a closely linked 
group and they may be more usefully be described within this system. If and when kilns 
are found, it may be possible to identify particular fabrics although the experience in 
Britain, where a number of kilns have been excavated, is not encouraging. 'In areas 
where the underlying geology is bland, pottery from widely separated sources can have a 
very similar appearance, while excavations at kilns sites of all dates have shown that a 
wide variation in colour, texture and inclusions can be expected within the products of a 
single source' (Vince 1987, 203).  
The majority of the medieval ware recovered on site was of a local wheel-thrown fabric. 
The fabrics range from lightly micaceous, hard fired finish to a more calcareous, softer 
finished fabric. A complete jug was found at Castleinch, about two miles south-west of 
Kilkenny city (Prendergast 1977) and the principal glazed ware recovered at Kilkenny 
Castle has been described as 'Castleinch ware' (B. Murtagh pers. comm.). Similar 
material, also described as Kilkenny-type ware, has been recovered at recent excavations 
at the nearby sites at 29-33 Patrick Street and at Pudding Lane (McCutcheon 
forthcoming (b & c)).  
One strap handle fragment appears to have had a series of three parallel continuous 
lines, a design also on the jug at Castleinch (Prendergast 1977, 242) while a second, 
narrow handle was undecorated. These designs are typical of later 13th century locally 
made jugs in the area (Foley 1989; McCutcheon forthcoming (a-c)). The designs are also 
characteristic of locally made pottery in Ireland and are a testament to the apparent lack 
of regional variation (McCutcheon in prep). 
 

Kilkenny-type cooking ware: 
A small quantity of sherds have been provisionally identified as Kilkenny-type cooking 
ware. The fabric is generally somewhat calcareous, similar to the jug fabric described 
above. The vessels may well have been used for storage rather than for cooking, as this 
fabric would not have been suitable for the severe shock of heating, although they are in 
the form of medieval cooking pots with everted rims, ovoid bodies and slightly sagging 
bases. The vessels are in the tradition of Leinster Cooking Ware as the bases appear to 
have a slight kick and a gritted base  as evidenced by a semi-complete pot recovered 
from nearby 29-33 Patrick Street (McCutcheon forthcoming).   
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Saintonge green glazed : 
The presence of this green glazed white ware from near Bordeaux has been seen as 
being closely linked with the very large quantities of wine exported from the area 
(Deroeux & Dufournier 1991; Deroeux et al 1994, 175-80). The jugs were decorated with 
a lead glaze which contained copper filings, giving the vessels the characteristic mottled 
effect. A single undecorated body sherd was recovered from the sandy clay fill (2) of a 
pit cut (3).  
 
Fabric type Sherds Form Date 
North Devon gravel free 1 ?bowl/jug 17th 
North Devon gravel tempered 3 bowl 17th 
White salt glazed stoneware 10 jar 18th 
Black glazed ware 3 bowl 18th 
Creamware 29 ointment jar, platter. pedestal bowl, chamber pot 18th 
Glazed red earthenware 12 2 chamber pots, bowl 18th/1

9th 
Unglazed red earthenware 1 flowerpot 19th 
Shell-edged ware (53) 4 plates, lid, platter 19th 
Blue & white transfer printed (31) saucer, bowl, dish, plate, 2 cups 19th 

Total post-medieval 59   
Table 2: Post-medieval and modern pottery 
 
The post-medieval assemblage consists largely of 18th and 19th century material with a 
couple of residual sherds of North Devon material. Two chamber pots in glazed red 
earthenware, one coated internally with lime scale where found in a sandy clay loam (63) 
below a rubble fill (65). There is evidence from both vessels that the pots were fired 
upright and slightly tilted as indicated by the pooling of glaze in the base. The second 
and more complete pot is less typical of glazed red earthenware as the fabric has fired to 
a dark grey and appears to be slightly gritty in section. 
 

The site: 
The pottery on site was found in a series of pit fills and linear and wall cuts. All of the 
medieval sherds indicate a general date of 13th century. The presence of Ham Green B 
and Leinster Cooking Ware have a commencement date of the late 12th century but they 
were found in association with 13th century material or, in the case of the Ham Green B 
sherd, in a disturbed context. The absence of sherds of Saintonge decorated wares 
makes it impossible to pin down the assemblage to a late 13th-early 14th century date. 
The combined pottery evidence suggests a date from the early-late 13th century for the 
assemblage.  
 
The sticky clay fills (12, 13) and the silty clay fill (14)  of the pit cut (16); the clayey 
sand/silt fill (2) of the pit cut (3) and the silty clay fill (17) of pit cut (24) all contained 
medieval pottery. In addition, a linear feature contained only medieval pottery in the fills 
(22, 19, 29) of three intercutting pits (41, 43, 34) (Table 3).  
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 12 13 14 2 17 22 19 29 
Leinster Cooking Ware   1 3   1  
Kilkenny-type ware 1 2 1 7 6 2 5  
Kilkenny-type cooking ware    1 1   2 
Saintonge green glazed    1     

Table 3: Number of sherds from medieval pit cuts (16, 3, 24, 41, 43, 34).  
 
Medieval pottery was found throughout a series of fills in the pit cut (69) from the 
earliest redeposited material (59), the burnt organic (52), a charcoal rich layer (46), 
cobbles set in clay (38), a black organic fill (39) with two sticky sandy fills (9, 5) as the 
final layers (Table 4).  
 
 59 52 46 38 39 9 5 
Leinster Cooking Ware   1    3 
Kilkenny-type ware 1 1 6 1 1 5 31 
Kilkenny-type cooking ware   1 1   1 

Table 4: Number of sherds from medieval pit cut (69).  
 
The stone lining (30) and two layers of clay/sand (6, 4) associated with a wall (8), also 
contained generally medieval pottery. A further wall (33) and two linear trench cuts (47, 
67) contained post-medieval and modern material with some residual medieval sherds. 
The wall (33) contained a material in the sandy and silty clay fills (27, 32) of the possible 
wall foundation pit (37). The linear trench cut (47) contained pottery in its clayey sand 
fill (25) while the second linear trench cut (67) contained pottery in the sandy clay loam 
fill (63) (Table 5).  
 
 30 6 4 32 27 25 63 
Leinster Cooking Ware        
Kilkenny-type ware 4 1 1   8 2 
Kilkenny-type cooking ware        
Ham Green B  1      
North Devon gravel free  1      
North Devon gravel tempered      1 1 
White salt glazed stoneware      1 9 
Black glazed ware      3  
Glazed red earthenware     2 5 7 
Unglazed red earthenware     1   
Creamware    30    
Shell-edged ware    50 3   
Transfer printed ware    18 1   

Table 5: Sherds from walls and linear trench cuts. 
 

A further four contexts also contain pottery but are not listed in the matrix information 
provided (Table 6).  
 
 20 23 28 30 
Kilkenny-type ware   1 4 
Glazed red earthenware 1 1   
Blue & white transfer printed ware  5   
Drainpipe 1 1   
Table 6: Sherds from contexts with no location information.  
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Site archive. 
In the following table, the identification of each sherd is listed by context. Where the 
symbol + is used, it denotes that two or more sherds have been reassembled as one 
piece. The letters R, B, H and S are used in brackets to denote rim, base, handle and 
spout respectively. A combination of letters indicates that both elements are present i.e. 
RH for rim and handle. Where a finds number stands alone, it is a body sherd.  
 

Context Fabric-type Finds number 
1 North Devon gravel tempered 1 
2 Leinster Cooking Ware 

Kilkenny-type 
Kilkenny-type cooking ware 
Saintonge green glazed 

1, 9, 11 
3(B), 5-8, 10, 12 
2 
4 

4 Kilkenny-type 
?Brick 

2 
1 

5 Leinster Cooking Ware 
Kilkenny-type 
 
Kilkenny-type cooking ware 

21, 25(B), 32 
1, 2, 3(B), 4+14+18(B), 5-11, 12(R), 13, 15-17, 19, 20, 
22, 23(H), 24, 26-31, 33-36 
37(R) 

6 Ham Green B 
Kilkenny-type 
North Devon gravel free 
?Brick 

2(R) 
1 
3+4+5 
6 

9 Kilkenny-type 
?Brick 

1-5 
6 

12 Kilkenny-type 1 
13 Kilkenny-type 1, 2 
14 Leinster Cooking Ware 

Kilkenny-type 
2 
1 

17 Kilkenny-type 
Kilkenny-type cooking ware 
Glazed red earthenware 

1, 2(H), 3+6+9, 5(H), 7, 8 
10 
4+11(roof tile) 

19 Leinster Cooking Ware 
Kilkenny-type 

5 
1(R), 2(R), 3, 4, 6 

20 Glazed red earthenware 
Drainpipe 

1(B) 
2(R) 

22 Kilkenny-type 1, 2+3(H) 
23 Glazed red earthenware 

Blue & white transfer printed 
ware 
Drainpipe 

11(roof tile) 
2+7, 3, 4+6+8+9(R), 5, 10 
1 

25 Kilkenny-type 
White salt glazed ware 
North Devon gravel tempered 
Black glazed ware 
Glazed red earthenware 
Chinaware 
Drainpipe (discarded) 
Stone (discarded) 

9-12, 14, 22, 25, 27 
2 
25 
15, 16, 17(R) 
18-21, 23+26(R) 
1+7(R), 3, 4, 5(R), 6(B), 8(R) 
30, 36 
24, 29 

27 Unglazed red earthenware 
Glazed red earthenware 
Shell-edged ware (green) 
                              (blue) 
Blue & white transfer printed 
ware 

7(R) 
1(R), 11(roof tile) 
2+3+4+5(RB), 8(R) 
9+F32:108(R) 
6 

28 Kilkenny-type 1 
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29 Kilkenny-type cooking ware 1(R), 2 
30 Kilkenny-type 1(B), 2-4 
32 Creamware 

 
 
Glazed red earthenware 
Shell-edged ware (green) 
 
 
 
 
 
Shell-edged ware (blue) 
Blue & white transfer printed 
ware 

7(R), 8(B), 13, 40(B), 50(B), 54(R), 55(R), 56, 57(B), 
58(B), 59, 61(B), 64, 65, 67(B), 69(B), 70, 71(B), 75, 
82(R), 84, 88(B), 89(B), 94, 97, 101, 103, 107, 111(B), 
113(R) 
110(rooftile) 
1+11(RB), 2+48(RB), 2+16+30+35+F27:10(lid), 3(R), 
4(RB), 5(R), 6(B), 9(RB), 10(R), 12(R), 15+40(RB), 17(R), 
18(RB), 19+99(RB), 20(lid), 21(R), 22(RB), 23(R), 24(R), 
25(R), 26(RB), 27(R), 28(R), 29(R), 31(R), 32(R), 34(R), 
35, 36+92(R), 37(R), 38(R), 39(R), 40(R), 41(R), 43(R), 
45+112(R), 46(R), 49(R), 51(B), 52(B), 62(B), 63(B), 
76(B), 79(B), 85(R), 90(B), 93(B), 95(B), 106(B) 
108(R) 
14(R), 30(R), 44, 53+78(B), 63+86(B), 66(B), 72(R), 73, 
74(RB), 77(R), 81(B), 87+97(R), 94+109(RB), 98, 100, 
102, 104, 105(R) 

38 Kilkenny-type 
Kilkenny-type cooking ware 

1 
2 

39 Kilkenny-type 1 
46 Leinster Cooking Ware 

Kilkenny-type 
Kilkenny-type cooking ware 

5 
1, 2, 4, 6-8 
3 

52 Kilkenny-type 1 
59/60 Kilkenny-type 1 

63 Kilkenny-type 
North Devon gravel tempered 
White saltglazed ware 
Glazed red earthenware 

4, 22 
5 
14(R), 15-17, 18(R), 19+23, 20(R), 21, 22(R) 
2(R), 6+9+11+12+13+25+29+38+39+41 (complete 
profile, no handle), 7+24(R), 10, 
27+28+30+31+33+34+35+36+37+40 (complete pot 
with handle) 
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Appendix 4: Plant Remains Report 
 

THE PLANT MACROREMAINS FROM 26 PATRICK STREET 
 

By Abigail Brewer 
 
 

Introduction 
Twenty-four samples were analysed for plant macro-remains. Most of the samples came 
from medieval and post-medieval pits and linear features. The pits appear to have been 
used for domestic refuse disposal. All the plant remains were preserved by charring and 
include cereals, cereal weeds, peas and beans. 
 

Methodology 
 
Sampling 
All deposits on the site were routinely sampled. Usually a 2 litre sample bag was filled 
but small deposits were total sampled. The plant remains were preserved by charring. 
This entails a bias in the type of plant remains that are preserved. Plants that are 
processed using fire are more likely to become charred accidentally and woody seeds are 
more likely to be preserved. Charred seeds are quite robust and therefore more likely to 
be redeposited than waterlogged remains.  
 
Recovery and Sorting 
A sub-sample of approximately half of each sample was taken. Samples were described 
on a recording sheet using the Munsell soil colour chart to assess colour. Soil texture was 
assessed by hand using the MOLAS guidelines. Simple manual flotation and/or wash 
over were used. The flots were sorted under a low powered binocular microscope. 
 
Identification 
Atlas of Seeds and small fruits of Northwest-European plant species vol. 3, (Berggren 1981) and 
Botanical Macro-remains (Schoch et al. 1988) were used for seed identification as well as the 
U.C.C. Department of Archaeology's reference collection. Some seeds could only be 
identified to genera, e.g. Brassica sp., Triticum, Avena, etc. but wherever possible the seeds 
were identified to species. An Irish Flora (Webb et al 1996.) was used for information on 
the habitats of the species found. 
 

The Plant Remains 
 
Medieval Pits 
Pit C69 dates to the late 12th to 14th century. The fill of this pit represents household 
refuse including bone, pottery fragments and oyster shells. Some of the samples, S16, 
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S20 and S23, were charcoal rich but they did not contain many charred seeds. These 
burnt layers may represent dumping of hearth material. Grains of wheat (Triticum sp.), oat 
(Avena sp.), rye (Secale sp.) and barley (Hordeum sp.) were recovered as well as curled dock 
(Rumex crispus), possible white mustard (Sinapis alba) and vetches (Vicia sp.). S31 did not 
produce any plant remains. It was one of two fills that were dumps of stone probably 
used to consolidate the pit.   
 
S24 contained the greatest volume of charred seeds and the greatest number of species. 
All the bone from this fill was burnt (McCarthy unpublished.). The plant remains 
consisted mainly of grains of Triticum. The sample also contained charred horse/broad 
bean (Vicia faba) and pea (Pisum sativum) as well as fragments of hazelnut (Corylus avellana) 
shell. The weed seeds in the context were goosegrass/cleavers (Galium 
tricornutum/aparine), meadow vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis), red/bladder campion (Silene 
dioica/vulgaris), black bindweed (Polygonum convulvus), orache (Atriplex patula), small nettle 
(Urtica urens), nipplewort (Lapsana communis) and Vicia species. Other samples from the 
pit produced seeds of the cabbage family (Brassica sp.) and a seed head of agrimony 
(Agrimonia eupatoria).  
 
Pit C18 contained Triticum, Hordeum, Avena and Secale sp. grains. Triticum was again the 
most common. Weed seeds included sorrel (Rumex acetosa), nipplewort, ribwort plantain 
(Plantago lanceolata), vetches and possibly corncockle (Agrostemma githago).  
 
Pit C16 produced evidence for wheat and oats as well as burnet saxifrage (Pimpinella 
saxifraga), Polygonum minus  and vetches. Pit C3 contained grains of wheat and oats. Wheat 
and oats were also found in pit C43 as well as barley and vetches. These plant remains 
were also dumped along with other household waste in the pits. 
 
Pit/Linear feature C41 
The plant remains recovered from this pit/linear feature C41 (S11, 18) were wheat, oat, 
barley and horse/broad bean. They probably became charred during drying.  
 
Post-Medieval Features 
Pits dating to the post-medieval period were also excavated at the site. C24 (S8) 
contained medieval and post-medieval pottery. The medieval pottery was incorporated 
into the later features when medieval deposits were disturbed (Kiely unpublished). The 
plant remains could also be mixed. Oats, wheat and unidentifiable cereals were found in 
C24. Pit/Linear feature C37 (S14,19,27) contained wheat and one seed of sheep’s sorrel 
(Rumex acetosella).  
 
Linear feature C47, S15, had a mixed fill with pottery from 13th and 17th-19th centuries. 
The sample produced a charred seed of wild turnip (Brassica rapa) and one grain of 
wheat. C63 (S32) was a rubble layer from the demolition of the extension to the building 
at 26 Patrick’s Street. It produced two grains of wheat, vetches and one achene of 
mouse-eared chickweed (Cerastium arvense).  
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Discussion 
 
Cereals 
Medieval urban sites typically contain anaerobically preserved plant remains. Since 
cereals are more usually preserved by charring they are not very common on urban sites. 
However at 26 Patrick’s Street all the plant macro remains were charred and cereals 
made up the majority of the remains. The cereal grains may have become charred 
accidentally during drying prior to storage. Corn-drying kilns have been found in 
medieval urban contexts at Waterford and Cork. The kilns at Waterford were found at 
the rear of the burgage plots (Hurley and Scully 1995).  
 
 The post-medieval pits appear to have been used for household rubbish disposal in the 
same way as the medieval pits were, yet they contain far fewer charred cereal remains. 
This may be because cereals were no longer being dried in the town. In the post-
medieval period cereals may have been brought to the town as flour rather than whole 
grains.  
 
The samples 7 and 24 both contained a large number of wheat grains. These were 
probably bread wheat (T. aestivum) but no glumes or lemmas were found to make the 
identification certain. The grains from S7 were larger than those from S24. This may be 
due to improvements in grain size over time since S7 is later than S24. Alternatively S24 
may contain T. aestivo-compactum a sub-species of T. aestivum that is a more compact shape.  
 
Wheat was by far the most common cereal on the site. Altogether 277.5 grains were 
found compared to 39.5 of barley and 30 of oats. This is in contrast to Waterford where 
oats were the most common cereal. However the incidence of wheat did increase over 
time at Waterford and this was interpreted as due to the influence of the Anglo-
Normans (Tierney and Hannon 1995, 892). Wheat was the most common cereal at the 
rural corn-drying kiln at Kilferagh, Co. Kilkenny (Monk 1987, 99). At 26 Patrick’s Street 
oats were the third most common cereal after wheat and barley. However they were 
present in a greater number of contexts than barley grains.  Rye was the least common 
cereal with only 14 grains found. 
 

Numbers of cereals at 99E165

Triticum

Hordeum

Avena

Secale
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Presence of cereals at 99E165

Triticum

Hordeum

Avena

Secale

 
 

The free threshing bread wheat (Triticum aestivum) becomes more common after the 
establishment of the Anglo-Normans (Monk 1985, 34). The importance of wheat at 26 
Patrick’s street is in contrast to Waterford and other medieval sites. It may be that the 
prevalence of wheat at Kilkenny reflects its status as an Anglo-Norman town in an area 
of major Anglo-Norman influence.  
 
Pulses 
The beans and peas may have become charred accidentally while being dried prior to 
storage. Vicia faba and Pisum sativum have also been found at Kilferagh (Monk 1987, 98). 
These may have been present due to their use as tinder or they may have been dried in 
the kiln (ibid). Charred Pisum sativum was found at Trim castle and may have come from a 
corn-drying kiln (Mitchell 1978, 190). Growing pulses was an important part of the 
three-year rotation system used by the Anglo-Normans (Monk 1985, 34). 
 
Cereal weeds 
The cereal weeds found would have been harvested, processed and charred along with 
the cereals. Plants such as nipplewort, orache and small nettle are tall like cereals and 
plants such as black bindweed would have wound their way around the straw of the 
cereals. The ratio of weeds to cereals is low and no chaff was found so they appear to 
represent a cleaned crop. Most weed seeds would have been removed by sieving.  
Nipplewort, orache, goosegrass and small nettle are all part of a community of plants 
that are typical weeds of winter-sown cereals and other field crops (Rodwell 2000).  
 
Gathered plants 
Hazelnut is the only species in the samples that represents gathered food. The shells 
were probably tossed onto the fire and so became charred. Several of the weed species 
present may been gathered for food or medicinal use, for instance cabbage family, sorrel, 
ribwort plantain and however their numbers and contexts suggest they were brought to 
the site by other means. 
 

Conclusion  
The plant remains from 26 Patrick Street consisted mainly of cereals and cereal weeds. 
They probably became charred accidentally while being dried prior to storage. The 
pulses found may also have been dried for storage. The pre-dominance of wheat may be 
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due to Anglo-Norman influence and the peas and beans also reflect Anglo-Norman 
farming practises. The presence of hazelnut shells shows gathered food was also 
consumed at the site.  
 

References 
 
Berggren, G. 1981 Atlas of seeds and small fruits of Northwest-European plant species, 
 vol. 3. Swedish Museum of Natural History. Stockholm. 
 
Hurley, M. and Scully, O.M.B. Late Viking and Medieval Waterford Excavations 1986-
 1992. Waterford Corporation. Waterford.  
 
Kiely, J. forthcoming. Excavations at 26, Patrick Street, Kilkenny.  
 
McCarthy, M. forthcoming. Faunal Report, 26, Patrick Street, Kilkenny. In: J. Kiely (ed) 
 Excavations at 26, Patrick Street, Kilkenny. 
 
McCutcheon, C. forthcoming. A note on the pottery from 26, Patrick Street, Kilkenny. 
 In: J. Kiely (ed) Excavations at 26, Patrick Street, Kilkenny. 
 
Mitchell, G.F. 1978 Report on plant Material. In: D. Sweetman Excavations at Trim 
 Castle, Co. Meath P.R.I.A. 78C (6), 190-1. 
 
Monk, M.A. 1985 Evidence from Macroscopic Plant Remains for Crop Husbandry in 
 Prehistoric and Early Historic Ireland: a Review. The Journal of Irish Archaeology 
 3, 31-6.  
 
Monk, M.A. 1987 Charred Seed and Plant Remains. In: Cleary R.M., Hurley, M.F. and 
 Twohig, E.A. (eds) Archaeological Excavation on the Cork-Dublin Gas Pipeline 
 (1981-82), 98-99. University College Cork Archaeology Department. Cork.  
 
Rodwell, J. S. 2000 British Plant Communities Vol. 5: Maritime Communities and 
 Vegetation of Open Habitats. Cambridge University Press. Cambridge. 
 
Schoch, W. H., Pawlik, B. and Schweingruber, F. H. 1988 Botanical Macro-Remains. 
 Haupt. Berne. 
 
Tierney, J. and Hannon, M. 1998 Plant Remains. In: Hurley, M. and Scully, O.M.B. Late 
 Viking and Medieval Waterford Excavations 1986-1992, 854-93. Waterford 
 Corporation. Waterford. 
 
Webb, D. A., Parnell, J. and Doogue, D. 1996 An Irish Flora Dundalgan Press. Dundalk. 



 Archaeological Excavation Report, 26, Patrick Street, Kilkenny. 
 

Eachtra Archaeological Projects 30 

Species List 

 



 Archaeological Excavation Report, 26, Patrick Street, Kilkenny. 
 

Eachtra Archaeological Projects 31 



 Archaeological Excavation Report, 26, Patrick Street, Kilkenny. 
 

Eachtra Archaeological Projects 32 

Appendix 5: Levels 
 

Number Levels 
1 54.194 
2 53.923 
3 54.076 
4 53.893 
5 54.151 
6 53.186 
7 54.033 
8 54.181 
9 53.461 

10 53.881 
11 53.546 
12 53.601 
13 53.486 
14 53.626 
15 53.886 
16 53.311 
17 53.712 
18 53.826 
19 53.721 
20 53.706 
21 52.902 
22 53.15 
23 53.136 
24 53.837 
25 53.538 
26 53.431 
27 53.471 
28 53.291 
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Figure 1. 

Site location map, extract from RMP sheet KK019, site location in red. 
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Figure 2. 
Site development plan, area of excavation highlighted. 
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Figure 3. 

A map of Kilkenny c. 1200 to c. 1550, the location of the excavation is highlighted. Irish Historic 
Towns Atlas, No. 10, Kilkenny. Reproduced with permission of the Royal Irish Academy. 
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Figure 4. 
Plan of excavation at rear of No. 26, Patrick Street. 
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Plate 1. 

Area of excavation from west. 

 
Plate 2. 

Area of excavation from east. 
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Plate 3. 

Pit C.69 partially excavated. 

 

Plate 4. 
Pit C.66, partially excavated. 
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Plate 5. 
Linear C.47, from east. 

 
Plate 6. 

Pit C.18 and wall C.8 from south. 

 


